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Nato orders Kosovo peace deal 


AS THE slaughter continues in 
wkovo, Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Seeretao; is to travel to Yu- 
goslavia today to deliver what 
amounts to an order from the 
great powers to President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic and ethnic Al- 
banian leaders to sit down 
together and wrap up a peace 
deal within three weeks. 

Hours after 25 Albanians 
were killed by Yugoslav securi- 
ty forces in a dawn raid on a vtl- 
lage south of the capital, 
. Pristina, the six-nation Contact 
^roup yesterday issued its plan 
to end a year of carnage. More 
than 2,000 people have died and 


BY RUPERT CORNWELL 

300.000 have lost their homes, 
threatening conflagration 
across the southern Balkans 

The proposals, giving a broad 
measure of autonomy for Koso- 
vo, are expected to be rein- 
forced by a specifc final warning 
from Nato to Mr Milosevic that 
he faces air strikes unless he 
meets the demands for Yu- 
goslav troops to pull back, and 
for war crimes prosecutors to be 
allowed to investigate the 
15 January massacre at Racak. 

The scheme announced by 
the foreign ministers of Britain, 


the US, France, Germany, Italy 
and Russia is simple and stark 
- a measure of bow the great 
powers have lost pa tienee with 
a conflict that has stretched 
Nato’s credibility as a peace- 
keeper; and threatens to create 
a humanitarian disaster if fight- 
ing resumes in the spring. 

“We expect agreement in a 
week," Mr Cook stated flatly, a 
sentiment backed by Madeleine 
Albright the US Secretary of 
State. “We have sent the parties 
an unmistakable message," 
she said: “Get serious, showing 
up is not enough." 

But last night it was not 


even clear they would show up, 
let alone agree a deal that sat- 
isfies neither side. 

The initial reaction from 
both Belgrade and the insur- 
gents of the Kosovo liberation 
Army was frosty. The latter 
said they would not engage in 
talks until a ceasefire was in 
place, and then only about full 
independence. 

The Yugoslav government 
insisted no ceasefire was pos- 
sible in a war against “terror- 
ists”. Making no mention of the 
Contact Group proposal, it 
called for direct talks between 
the communities in the 


province, 90 per cent of whose 
population is Albanian. 

In a blunt statement after a 
two-hour meeting in London 
yesterday, the Contact Group 
said it was “summoning repre- 
sentatives of the Yugoslav and' 
Serbian governments and of the 
Kosovo ethnic Albanians" to a 
conference starting by 6 Febru- 
ary at RambouUlet near Paris, 
to be co-cfaaired by Mr Cook and 
his French opposite number 
Hubert Vedrine. Helped by me- 
diators. they have a week to 
reach basic agreement, and a 
week thereafter to settle ibe de- 
tails. If this ambitious timetable 


holds, a deal will be in place by 
20 February. 

In fact, despite the tack of en- 
thusiasm in both Pristina and 
Belgrade, Contact Croup offi- 
cials are reasonably confident 
both the Yugoslav/Serb side and 
the ethnic Alb anian political 
leadership under Ibrahim Ru- 
gova will attend. The hig prob- 
lem is the KLA, bitter rivals of 
Dr Rugova and largely beyond 
the reach of allied threats. 

“We can bomb the Serbs," 
one senior Nato diplomat said, 
“but how do we bomb the 
KLA?" Even so, he insisted, if 
the others went to RambouUlet, 


the conference would go ahead, 
with or without the KLA 

As the American envoy 
Christopher Hill and Us EU 
counterpart, Wotigang Fetritseh, 
continued their efforts to bring 
the ethnic Albanians together; 
Nato was finalising plans to de- 
ploy tens of thousands of Allied 
troops to police a peace deal. 

Their task would be to main- 
tain order within Kosovo and. 
almost certainly, seal the 
province’s borders with Albania 
and Macedonia. 

Germany yesterday joined 
Britain and France in promis- 
ing ground troops, and the US 


too is bracing itself for some- 
thing it once vowed it would 
never do. The administration 
was “watching matters care- 
fully" and would consult Con- 
gress before any decision, was 
all Ms Albright would say. 

The ultimate quandary for 
the Allies, however, will be if the 

talks either do not start or if they 
end in failure. The official line is 
ground troops would never not 
be used in those circumstances. 

But if the slaughter wors- 
ened, pressure on Nato to “do 
something" might become ir- 
resistible. 

Troops stand by page 13 
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Collins is 
borne past 
the graffiti 
of hate to 
his grave 


A CHORD WAS struck with 
more than one person at the fu- 
neral of Eamon Collins yester- 
day when a young woman read 
from the Bihlaabout a time to 
keep silent, a time to speak, a 
time to be born, a time to die. 

The lines from Ecclesiastes 
helped to explain why the fu- 
j^ral was taking place: ex-IRA 
'^Lhn Collins had, for his own 
complex reasons, decided sim- 
ply to ignore the republican rule 
that a man in his position 
should keep silent 

Some 50 people, silent 
downcast, some with red- 
rimmed eyes, followed his cof- 
fin from his home in Barcroft 
Park to St Catherine’s church. 

Barcroft Park is a tough re- 
publican area of the town of 
Newry in Co Down, a tight-knit 
hilly estate: few gathered to 
watch the funeral procession, 
and those who did looked on im- 
passively. 

The splashes of colour on 
yesterday's grey day came 


by David McKittrick 
I reland Correspondent 

mostly from the plentiful re- 
publican paraphernalia. As the 
mourners shuffled down the hill 
they passed the graffiti that had 
threatened Eamon Collins, and 
predicted his death. 

He used to go out with a 
paintbrush and paint over the 
slogans or alter them: he 
changed one which labelled 
him “RUC Ibut” to “RUC out” 

But he could not wipe out the 
hatred of those who regarded 
him as a traitor to the republi- 
can cause, or those who carried 
a personal grudge against him. 

Thus it was that the body in- 
side the coffin was not just 
dead but mutilated, stabbed 
and battered in an attack 
which, as one police officer 
graphically put it, could have 
been carried out by primitive 
cavemen. 

The sad little procession, 
which seemed to rnfHSy 



The grieving family of murdered Eamon Collins (from left), his son Lorcan, daughter Sorcha, wife Benue, daughter Aoife and son Harnach 


Justin Kemoghan 


family, walked past a tricolour; 
past a poster glorifying an ERA 
man with a maehin e-pm, and 
past an elaborate granite mon- 
ument erected in memcoy erf lo- 
cals “who were part trf Ireland’s 
struggle for freedom". 

Fbrther down, they walked 
slowly past small knots of peo- 
ple who, wiser and more dis- 
creet than Eamon Collins, 
plainly knew the value of si- 
lence. 

They said little or nothing 


even to each other giving the 
impressionthattheyweresim- 
pfy observing rather than bang 
in the business of paying their 
respects to the dead. 

But there was a surprising' 
fy large representation inside 
the church, perhaps 200 people 
listening to Father Peter Mc- 
Farland chide politicians who 
did not wish to know Eamon 
Collins when he was alive but 
who now “use his death to suit 
themselves". 


Father McPariand produced 
no extravagant anathema 
against the killers, contenting 
himself with remarking in gen- 
eral terms that they had all 
seen too much of war; hatred 
and injustice, and expressing 
the hope that this pointless 
killing would be the last. 

Then, in a local graveyard, 
they buried Collins, the man 
who helped the IRA to kill so 
many people, who recanted, 
who refused to obey the re- 


publican rules, and who paid 
the price with his life. His tor- 
tured death is only the latest in 
the toll of more than 3,600 vic- 
tims of the troubles. 

There, at the graveside, was 
a wreato from his four children 
- “In loving memory of Daddy 
from Lorcan, Aoife, Sorcha and 
Tiarnach” - a stark and sad re- 
minder that he was also some- 
body’s father; somebody’s 
husband, and some mother's 1 
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YVoodward drama at end as Eappens settle 
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the LONG-AWAITED Civil trial 
in the Louise Woodward mur- 
der case was averted at the- 
eleventh hour last night after 
the former au pair and the 
parents of Matthew Eappen, 
the toddler who died almost ex- 
actly two years ago while in her 
care, reached a surprise out-of- 
court settlement 

The deal, which should 
mean the final Towering of the 
curtain on the legal drama that 
propeDed the Woodward name 
on to front pages worldwide, 
was unveiled in Boston by 
lawyers for Sunil and Deborah 
Eappen. It aims to bar Ms 
Woodward from profiting from 

her notoriety by selling her 

story. . , , . . , . 

The civil trial, which would 
have been held with a jury but 


BY DAVID USBORNE 
in New York 

without the attendance of 
Woodward, was to have got 
underway in Boston in the nest 
few days. The Eappens were 
seeking compensatory and 
punitive damages for the death 
of their son, which could have 
run to Twillinns of dollars. 

Woodward, 20, was original- 
ly convicted of second degree 
murder in her cr iminal trial in 
October 1997. In a surprise 
twist, however; the trial judge 
shortly afterwards reduced the 
conviction to mm of manslaugh- 
ter and freed her on the 279th 
day she had already served. 

Matthew Eappen, who was 
just 8 months old, died on 9 Feb- 
ruary 1997 five days after being 


taken to hospital with head 
trauma. The Eappens filed 
their wrongful death lawsuit in 
June last year; one day after the 
Massachusetts Supreme Ju- 
dicial Court upheld the 
manslaughter conviction and 
allowed Wbodward to return to 
Britain. Raised in Elton, 
Cheshire, she is now studying 
law at a university in London. 

A lawyer for the Eappens, 
Frederic Ellis, said the settle- 
ment would ensure that Wbod- 
ward “does not profit from the 
killing of their 8-month-old 
baby”. There was no informa- 
tion on whether any money 
will change hands between 
Wbodward and the Eappens. 

In a statement, the lawyer 
said that “enforcement action" 
would be taken in the event that 


Wbodward violates the agree- 
ment and that any profits she 
makes would be seized and 
donated to the Mattie Eappen 
Foundation, a charity estab- 
lished by the Eappens. 

Mr Ellis said he was confi- 
dent that any breach of the 
agreement could be challe n ged 
through the British courts. “It’s 
a contract and with any con- 
tract there’s always a chance it 
won't be honoured, "he said. “If 
she doesn’t honour it, we will 
bring another action and that 
action would have to be in 

Eng land" 

Paul Barrow, the lawyer for 
Woodward, left open the possi- 
bility that his client could still 
tell her story. He said, howev- 
er; that any proceeds would be 
given to the charity of her 


choice, which would be Unicef. 
“Louise has always maintained 
that she has no intention to 
profit from her story, and 
Louise continued to maintain 
her innocence," he said last 
night. 

The DaQ y Mail drew criti- 
cism when it paid for an inter- 
view with Woodward’s parents, 
Susan and Gary conducted be- 
tween the two verdicts in the 
criminal trial. The sum was re- 
ported to be £40,000. Last De- 
cember, the Press Complaints 
Commission cleared the news- 
paper of wrongdoing. 

Last night Mr Wbodward 
said his daughter’s ordeal 
would always affect the family. 
“It will never leave us. 

“We can try, we’ve been 
through - and everybody in- 
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volved in this have been 
through - an awful lot," he 
said. “It will never leave us but 
we've got to try and move on.” 


More than half of Holland is 
below sea level. 20% of the 
land has been reclaimed from 
the sea. In a wet country like 
ours, you can Imagine many 
houses are riddled with 
damp. This is why the Dutch 
are the world leaders in damp 
proofing. 

Our system is called Schrijver 
Systeem®. in 1 988 it won the 
prestigious ‘Invention of the 
year’ award- Since then it has 
become the most used damp 
proofing system in The 
Netherlands. 

The system guarantees to 
drive away rising damp, 
penetrating damp, 

condensation and mould. It is 
more than just a replacement 
for a worn out damp course 
since it dries out walls right 
into the foundations. 
Environmentally friendly, our 
system involves no 
chemicals, no complicated 
construction work and no 
replastering. All work is dona 
from outside so there is no 
mess. 
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Impeachment trial 

Monica Lewinsky will 
give evidence on video 
in Bffi Clinton’s trial 
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Witch-hunt In Pakistan 
An old, mad woman was 
burnt alive by villagers 
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free assessment 
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... and trust us, we 


Two years ago we brought 
the Schrijver Systeem® here, 
and with success. Hundreds 
of customers in the UK are 
already enjoying a 
comfortable dry home thanks 
to the Schrijver Systeem®. 
The national press like The 
Times and Evening Standard 
have written articles praising 
our product. 

Our experience has shown 
that our system works on 
stone walls, brick wans and 
cavity walls, all with equal 
success. 

We found that chemically 
injected damp proof courses 
are still commonly used in the 
UK. Research in Holland and 
the UK shows that it is not the 
most effective method. Many 
of our customers have had a 
chemical damp proof course 
put in at one time which did 
not work. The Schrijver 
Systeem® is available to you 
as an alternative. 

Our customers tall us time 
after time that they are 
impressed with our system 
and with the clean and 
efficient work we do. We invite 
you to judge the Schrijver 
Systeem® for yourself. 
Thousands of Dutch people 
have it, they like it Go on, do 
Jt the Dutch way. 
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‘Deliberately killing people in front of their families; torturing and mutilating victims 
before shooting them ... for such a task, you need people who enjoy their work. 

Fintan O’Toole on the IRA 
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Lords set to 


defeat rape 


evidence Bill 


GOVERNMENT MOVES to 
ban rape defendants from 
cross-examining their accusers 
are facing defeat in the House 
of Lords next week following an 
extraordinary intervention by 
the country's most senior 
sitting judge. 

The Lord Chief Justice, Lord 
Bingham of ComhiH, yesterday 
laid down an amendment to the 
Youth Justice and Criminal 
Evidence Bill that would allow 
rape victims to be questioned 
by defendants. This would 
occur only if judges deemed it 
necessary for a fair trial 
A further amendment 
challenges the Bill's ban on 
barristers raising a woman's 
sexual history in a rape case, 
another element about which 
Lord Bingham is known to 
have “serious misgivings'’. 

The Home Secretary. Jack 
Straw, has frequently promised 
better protection for rape 
victims in court, and is under- 
stood to want to defend the Bill 
in its entirety. 

The measures followed two 
high-profile rape trials in which 
the defendants represented 
themselves and humiliated 
their victims in open court. 

Both Ralston Edwards and 
Milton Brown were convicted, 
but women's groups and 
Labour MPs were appalled 
that judges had not intervened 
in their respective trials. 

Yet Lord Bingham points 
out that since the two cases, the 
Court of Appeal has Issued 
very strict guidelines to prevent 
the incidents happening again. 
No similar cases have since oc- 
cured, he asserts. 

His amendment will insist 
that the ban on cross exami- 
nation will not be enacted 


BY PAUL WAUGH 
Political Correspondent 


unless there is evidence that 
the guidelines are foiling. 

Similarly; the second amend- 
ment will allow judges the 
discretion to allow questions 
about the rape victim's sexual 
history to be raised only if it is 
seen as crucial to the interests 
of a fair trial. 
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Lord Bingham: Know to 
have 'serious misgivings’ 


The Bin faces its first key test 
on Monday when the amend- 
ments are heard in the Com- 
mittee Stage in the Lords, and 
the Government is likely to 
face substantial opposition 
from the Lords' “banister’s 
lobby”. 

Lord Bingham and Ids sup- 
porters hope that the amend- 
ments will force the Home 
Secretary to “think again” 
about the measures, but if there 
is no change, be feces a major 
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FORECAST 


Genera! situation: A misty start with roj patches Ungenng wed into the momma 
in eenn^l areas- Even when they dear much of the country will stay cloudy, and 
drale Hs IHtety across western and northern Scotland and parts of Northern flf- 
land, mainly towards northern coasts. Drizzle could affect southern England for a 
white, too. but most places will he dry. The best of any sunshine will be over 
south-east England and eastern Scotland Put those spots will be rather cold. 


* E Aaglla: Any fog patches lifting. Cloudy for a while but 

?[*■ "jy chrou 8b. A gentle south to southeast breeze. 

Mas temp 5-8C [41-46F]. 


2! 5 n *l a,,d » Channel Ik Mist for a while and mostly doudv with the 

risk of dnzzk;, dry later. A light, variable breeze. Man cemo 7-9C(4S-4«T 

Wales, MMluds, E England, NW England, Lake Dtst, tala of Maw A mistv 

most>v doud * and dr » A ^ 

9 taK *? * ,IE Fog patches Slowly lifting. Staying mostly doudy but 

ESnp* %C S wSfj" ° f * m * bri8hCfl “ s * south-west breeze. 

Sid doudy with some drizzle here 

and there. A moderate south to south-west breeze. Max temp 7- IOC (45-50F). 
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It Will stay dry and settled across much of the country with light winds Awav 
twspum^t ir will be rather doudy wirti mist and fog patches earlvln 
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London: A12 Green Man Roundabout. 
Laytonsttna. Major undworte on new Mil 
WiraiUnS 3t a December. 
CaMtaMgashlm AID between Radon and 
Mil . Rasurtadng and bridge maintenance 
work at Shepram Mil. Urtfl48i February. 
y** 8 * - Major Roadworks an 

Avonmou9i Bridge. Unti 2M June 2001. 

UficashkK MG Between j27StaKfish and 

artraftem ard a 
Wmph weed bra ekher side of Chamodc 
RfchanJ Swvtoas. Urtfl ISih Feteuary. 
Qreatar Ma xdttslar. AS7. Narrow lanes 
Manchester-bound, due to Metro** con- 


travel 


dmeton ikxIc Und 2Hh February. 

Saudi Yadcahbn; Ml Batman J34 Tnstay 
Madud (AGIOS) & JM Tinsley Viaduct 
(A61 78). ShMfiaU, Carriageway reduced to a 

laneasouihboiJtoUnQ2ldNcwembei2QOO 
Dumfries and Galloway; A74 betweai 
BMBock and J16 Amarttfe Macr road- 
raxks, und 31st January. 

8uftaiftA14 FeSxsttMve Docks. Ftoadwoiks. 
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AA Roedwacdc Call 0336 401 777 for the 
latest kxal *rd rviDond traffic news. Souq- 
The Automobile Association. Calls chMed 
at 50p per min (me VAT). 
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HIGH TIDES 


AM HT 

A soomou U i 5.53 12.5 

Cork 4.19 4.2 

Deuonpon 4.35 5J2 

Dow 9.52 6.3 

Don UogMr* 10.32 4.2 

Falmouth 4.06 5.0 

Greenock 11.13 3.4 

Harwich 10.42 3.8 

Holyhead 9.17 5.5 

Hull (Albert Dk) 5.06 8.3 


fangs Lynn 


5.06 6.1 
1.13 5.3 
10.09 9.1 


Liverpool 10.09 9.1 
Milford Haven 5.05 6.6 
Newquay 3.53 6.6 


Scarborough 

Hkfc 


5.24 19 
10.12 4.6 
7.02 4.6 
2.50 5.5 
10.14 3.5 


Height measured in metres 


11.09 3.8 
9.42 5.5 
5.31 8.4 

5.26 63 
1.39 5.4 

10.35 9J 
531 6.6 
4.23 6.7 
6.04 1.8 
10.40 4.6 

7.27 4.7 
3.13 5.6 

10.43 3.5 
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Son rises: 07.43 
Son seta 16.46 
Moon rises; 15.40 
Moon sets; 06.40 
Pall moon: Jan 31st 


WEATHERLINE 


Far the bast forecasts (Sal 0891 5009 
followed by the two digits for your area. 
Source The Met Office. Cans charged at 
SOp per min (Inc VAI) 
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Lords revolt Twy peers are un- 
derstood to be prepared to 
back the amendments if the 
Government refuses to back 
down. 

Baroness MaDalieu, who laid 
down the amendments to- 
gether with Lord Bingham, 
said that they aimed to restore 
to the judiciary the discretion 
to make rulings in rape cases. 

Baroness Mallalieu, a 
practising QC, said that the 
Government was legislating in 
response to public perception 
of a problem that rarefy occured 
in reality. 

“What the Bill proposes is 
unnecessary because there 
have only been two cases 
where there has been a 
problem. It is a really drastic 
step to deprive somebody in ail 
circumstances of the right to 
cross examine someone. Just 
occasionally, it helps to get at 
the truth. 1 

“Similariy, I’ve never seen a 1 
case where a judge has allowed 
unnecessary questioning of an 
accuser's sexual history. The 
rules are already very strict 

“I get Women Against Rape 
and other people phoning me 
up, but of course we are all 
against rape. It’s just that we 
don't want to make the law so 
harsh that juries start ac- 
quitting because they think the 
defendant hasn't had a fair 
trial" 

A spokeswoman for the 
Home Office pointed out that 
the Bill was going through the 
early stages of its passage 
through Parliament. 

“The Government will listen 
to all the comments made, but 
the Bill as currently drafted 
reflects Government policy," 
she said. 
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Three-year-old Elle Walsh dialled 999 when her mother, Liz, 28, got locked in a cupboard with her brother Harry, 20 months, as a game of 
hide and seek went wrong at their home in Yetts of Mnckhart, central Scotland. EDe directed police to the home and they Breed the pair 


Three latest Britons arrested 
in Yemen ‘have confessed’ 


THREE Britans arrested by 
Yemeni security forces tins week 
in connection with alleged ter- 
rorist offences have confessed, 
it was reported last night. 

The three, who surrendered 
to police on Thursday after being 
surrounded for two days in 
mountains in eastern Yemen, 
were captured with three other 
men; a French national of 
Algerian origin, an Algerian and 
a Yemeni They will join five 


by Gary Finn 


other Britons and an Algerian for 
trial today in the southern port 
of Aden, after security sources 
said they had also admitted to 
charges of associating with 
aimed gremps, forming a plan to 
commit murderand destruction, 
and possessing weapons. 

Last night, campaigners for 
the British prisoners - all 
Muslims from Bir mingham , 


Luton and London - called the 
confessions ‘'worthless'* and 
said they had been elicited 
through torture. 

Claims of torture emerged 
on Wednesday when the five 
Britons - Malik Nasser, 26. 
Samad Ahmed. 21, Shahid Butt, 
33, Gulam Hussain, 25. from 
Luton. Malik Nasser; 26, and 
one Algerian man arrested on 
24 December - appeared in 
court looking distressed and 


YESTERDAY 


THE WORLD 


EXTREMES 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


Wan ne st: Plymouth 1 1C (52F) 
CoMesc |das): Glen Ogle 3C (37F) 
Mutest: Tiree 0 JO ms 
Sunniest: Jersey 5.4 hrs 
For 24hrs to 2pm Friday 


Sun Rain Nlax 


PM HT 

6.30 12a 
4.44 4.2 
5.09 5.1 
10.21 6.5 
10.54 4J 
4.40 4.9 


0.2 0. 1 1 5 41 

1.1 0.33 a 46 


Abefttoen 5.8 0.04 6 46 

Anglesey 0 0.14 9 48 

Airiemore 0.2 0. 1 1 5 41 

Beirast 1.1 0.33 8 46 

BfnaJngtiam 3.8 0.33 9 48 

Bouraemoutibi 0.5 0.04 12 54 

Bristol 0.7 0.01 12 54 

Bouton 3.1 0.76 6 43 

Cardiff 0.2 0.04 12 54 

Clacton 2.0 0.32 9 48 

Cromer 3.5 0.10 7 45 

Edinburgh 6 2 0 9 48 


Key « 

BtiowiTC 

•:.o-n: 

Ss-i« 

O' wit 
■0«er2l*C 


0.7 0.01 12 54 

3.1 0.76 6 43 




•<& “V 




Clacton 

Cromer 

Efflnbnrgh 

Exmouth 

Hshguard 

Folkestone 

Glasgow 

Hast i ngs 




showing bruises and cuts. Amid 
scenes of nearchaos, .they 
claimed they had been sexual- 
ly abused and electrocuted with 
cattle-prods. They have now 
withdrawn their confessions. 

So far the \femenis have de- 
nied access to doctors wishing 
to check the men's condition. 

Mohammed Latit a barrister; 
and Dr Christopher Milroy, a 
home office pathologist and tor- 
ture specialist were due to fly 
out to Yemen today to see the 
men, together with Mr Ahmed’s 
father. 

The Yemenis were last night 
reported to be blocking any 
farther visa requests to foreign 
nationals. Tins is being inter- 
preted as an attempt to stop the 
Britons' families gathering sup- 
port in Yemen. 

Relatives of the accused 
already in Yemen yesterday 
wrote to the Foreign Secretary, 
Robin Cook, asking him to 
intervene. In their letter they re- 
peated claims of torture. 

‘The trial as presently set up 
represents atfagrant breach of 


the Yemeni constitution, the 
code of criminal procedure and 
international la*C ftey^cLTn 

their anxiety to have a swift trial 
the Yemeni authorities are or- 
ganising a kangaroo court,! 
where the defendants have no ; - 
chance to answeror refute the 
prosecution allegations." . 

Thefbreignffficerefasedto \ 
comment on the Idteq as it was J 


^private correspondence", but 
said the torture alienations 


said the torture allegations • 
were being taken seriously. “We 
have asked for an explanation 
and investigation at the highest 
levels," a spokesman said. 

The Yemeni President, Ah 
Abdullah Saleh, yesterday 
claimed the Britons were paid 
$2,000 by the London-based 
Muslim cleric Abu Hamza al- 
Misry to carry out the attacks 
in Yemen with promises of a 
further $10,000. He repeated 
calls for Hamza’s extradition to 
Yemen, a move that faces some 
difficulty as Britain and Yemen 
have no extradition treaty. 

Ftergal Keane, 
Review, page 3 
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RAIN-STARVED regions of 
Cambodia were drenched with 
showers for the first time in 
years yesterday but officials 
warned it may not be enough to 
head off a major drought 
Cambodia's diy season usu- 
ally begins in late November 
and lasts until May But this year 
there have been occasional 
showers in December and Jan- 
uary. Agriculture officials say 
the upcoming dry-season rice 
harvest will be badly hit by the 
water shortage. 
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Can you recognise these top Tories? 
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per cent of party chairmen can’t) 
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THEY THINK the shadow Home 
Secretary is “that chap we call 
Spock ” and that their educatioa 
spokesman is a clever man 
wth glasses. One of them has 
nd. even heard Labour is in 
poyer. No wonder William 
Heiue has decided to censor 
lu '4iarty activists. 

Many of the 50 local Con- 
servative chairmen questioned 
in c^i Independent survey this 
wed: were right behind their 
leacfer, though some were not 
100 per cent sure who he was. 

“idon't follow what happens 
in tie Conservative Party and 
wouid prefer to make no com- 
ment on the whole matter" 
said' one respondent. “Why 
shoiid J be expected to know 
who ihe shadow cabinet are?" 

He and his fellow chairmen 
werei doing little to boost 
morale after news broke that 
Cental Office was planning to 
take fie blue pencil to its pri- 
vate polling to soften critical 
comnjent Party officials are 
worried that few members 
know jwbo’s who in the shadow 
. yaAin^L 

Yeo's job is having sex 
m thejgutter, isn’t it?" said an- 
other respondent. “Is he in 


By Fran Abrams 
W estminster Correspond ent 

charge of the environment?" 
MrYeo is his party’s agriculture 
spokesman. 

Mr Hague's choice of key 
aides did have plenty of back- 
ing. though. “The Prime Min- 
ister has to pick his own team.” 
one activist explained. 

When asked how a leader in 
opposition should act, he 
replied: “Weil I don’t know. 
You will have to ask Jumpin' 
Jack Cunningham." 

There was also some opti- ■ 
mism about the future. “I am a 
fan of people like Michael 
Howard and Gillian Shepherd. 


They are young and have a 
good part to play,” one chair- 
man opined. Mrs Shephard is 
59 and Mr Howard is 57. 

More than three-fifths of the 
50 chairmen questioned knew 
that Peter Liiley was deputy 
leader and that Francis Maude 
was shadow Chancellor but 
even those two were not famil- 
iar to alL 

Asked what Mr Maude did, 
one chairman responded: 
“Goodness knows!” 

Another could not remember 
who the deputy leader was. “I 
can't remember his name. He 
has blond hair - quite nice but 
shy and retiring,” he said. “But 
it should be Ann Widdecombe.” 


How Did You Fare? 

1 . Sir Norman Fowler (Home Affairs): Some mistook him 
for Michael Howard. “Es it that dark chap who was 
Foreign Secretary?" 

2. Peter Ainsworth (Culture): “I can see his face but 
can’t remember his name. He’s quite slim, isn’t he?" 

3. David Willetts (Education): "I don’t know his name but 
I think he has glasses." 

A. Tim Yeo (Agriculture) “Who? I never see him on telly." 


Three party chairmen 
thought Gillian Shephard still 
spoke on education - a job she 
gave up at the general election, 
first becoming shadow Leader 
of the House and then 
spokesman on the environ- 
ment, transport and the re- 
gions. 

One thought the job was 
now heW by Virginia Bottomley, 
the former Health Secretary. 

Poor Peter Ainsworth, Chris 
Smith’s shadow at the culture 
department, was placed in the 
correct job by just 12 of the 50 
chairmen. 

“Atkinson, something like 
that Pass,” guessed one. An- 
other said: “Fm not at all 
sure. Its not important in my 
opinion.” 

Asked to name the Conser- 
vative Party’s home affairs 
spokesman - Sir Norman 1 
Fbwler-just 18 managed to do 
that 

Four thought the job was | 
held by Michael Howard, who 
speaks on foreign affairs. 

John Redwood did much 
better than most but with sev- 
eral eager chairman placing 
him at borne affairs instead of 
trade and industry. One de- 


scribed him admiringly as “the 
Enoch Powell of our age". 

Mr Yeo’s high recognition 
factor seemed to have more to 
do with a past extra-marital af- 
fair than his job, and only 18 
chairmen correctly named his 
current job. 

One placed him at education, 
adding: “He’s a good chap. I like 
him." 

William Hague was popular 
with most of his party chair- 
men, and one said a local din- 
ner at which he spoke was sold 
out almost instantly. Nearly all 
agreed he was fighting an up- 
hill battle against a popular 
government and an unenthu- 
siastic press. 

“I am mystified as to why 


we’re not leaping up the polls. 
I frankly think the world has 
given up on politics," one re- 
spondent said. 

Another thought Mr Hague 
should emulate the Prime Min- 
ister “Mr Blair walks across 
water every day, but he only 
says what he is going to do and 
not what be has done. We 
should maybe learn from that,” 
he said. 

Others were not so sure that 
would work, though, and 
seemed to fear their every 
move would prove unpopular. 

“Mr Hague cannot fire his 
guns too soon otherwise poli- 
cies get shot down too soon be- 
fore the general election.” one 
explained. 


Some wanted Mr Hague to 
ditch older members of the 
shadow cabinet for younger 
MPs, but others were not sure 
even that would wort 

“He has got to introduce 
new blood, but the trouble is we 
don’t have much young blood to 
choose from.” said David Jack- 
son, vice-chairman of the 
Bocthfeny party and one of the 
few who would be nam ed. 

Mr Ainsworth could not be 
contacted yesterday but the 
chairman of his Surrey East 
constituency party said a 20 per 
cent recognition rate among 
party officers was not at all bad 
considering he had been ap- 
pointed only last summer 
“His profile has been rising 


gently as you would expect It 
does take time, and not many 
people watch parliamentary 
Question Time ” he said. A 
party spokesman said the Con- 
servatives had difficulty getting 
their spokesmen on the media, 
but that was now improving. 

A widely held view that the 
Tories would gain popularity as 
Labour's failings were exposed 
was correct he added. 

“The newcomers are making 
an impact That may not have 
got to Chipping Sodbury yet but 
it is a start” he said. 

Interviews by Cathy Mayer, 
Dominic FifieUL. Mee ra Selva- 
nanthan . Lisa Baxter and Ibm 
Kelly 
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British intelligence foils 
plot to bomb Iraq rebels 
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BEJTISH INTELLIGENCE offi- 
cers have foSed a bomb plot 
a gun st the US-backed Radio 
Frije Iraq in Prague, according 
to (Jzeeh media reports. 

The bomb plot has also been 
Unkra to the sudden firing of the 
head of the Czech counter in- 
t^jttence agency (BIS). Karel 
. jAsrin, late Wednesday night 
It hks been alleged that the 
Czeb) agency had foiled to 
unctyer the p lann ed terrorist 
actions. 

njprfi television has claimed 
e -former Iraqi consul to 
s, Jaber Salim, had been 
cted to blow up the offices 
'io FVee Iraq in Prague’s 
slas Square. Salim then 
ed British intelligence. 


by Paul lashmab 

The radio station is pi4*fcy;pp - 
ponents of the regime 6f Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein and is 
beamed into Iraq: It is consid- 
ered a thorn in the side of the 
Iraqi government 

There have also been reports 
that Salim was an Iraqi spy- 
master who has defected and is 
currently befog debriefed in 
an MI6 safe house in the Home 
Counties. 

Salim. 43. head pf Iraqi in- 


Europe, disappeared late last 
yean 

He is reported to have told 
colleagues at the Iraqi em- 
bassy in Prague that his daugh- 


ter needed urgent treatment in 
Austria. Salim was said to have 
/een an ‘‘agent-in-place’*, pass- 
ing British intelligence on Iraqi 
arms purchases from former 
Eastern Bloc countries. 

The Czech government an- 
nounced on Thursday that it 
had fired Vulterin, dting “seri- 
ous professional failure”. It has 
refused to give details and se- 
crecy surrounds the decision. 
Mr Vulterin was brought in 
to reorganise the agency in 
1997 after it was heavily criti- 
cised. However, criticism has 
continued. 

The agency has been 
blamed for a number of failures 
that have embarrassed the 
Czech government Most no- 


tably, it foiled to warn the gov- 
ernment of the sale last year of 
nine top Czech hotels to 
Corinthia Group, a Maltese 
company which the US con- 
siders to be Libyan-owned- As 
a result the US bans Ameri- 
cans from staying in these key 
hotels. 

The Czech daily newspaper 
Mlada Front Dries reported 
that Vulterin was fired for foil- 
ing to recruit Salim. 

Tbe Ibreign Office yesterday 
refused to confirm that British , 
intelligence had foiled the bomb l 
plot 

“We do not comment on in- 
telligence matters.” said a 
Foreign Office spokesman yes- 
terday. 
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Mo Mowlam: Revealed her 
troubled childhood 


MO MOWLAM revealed last 
nigbt that her father was an ah 
eobolic and doing her school 
ww£ helped her to deal with the 
tensions of her homeKfe. 

The Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland has rarely 
spoken of her childhood other 
than to say her family life was 
“dysfunctional”, but in an in- 
terview with Michael Parkin- 
son. on BBC I, she revealed 
how it bad affected her 

“T have not talked about it 
that much because even 
though ... I don't have any 
trouble with it, I don't think my 
family and my mum should be 
subjected to it,” she said. 


by Kate Watson-Smvth 

But she said that when her 
mother learnt die would be on 
the show, she said it was fine fix* 
her daughter to discuss it 

“It was difficult to bring peo- 
ple home because you weren’t 
sure if be would be drunk or 
sobeq” she said. “I used to go 
to my bedroom and do my 
h o m ew or k because it got me 
out of the washing up and hav- 
ing to deal with the problem.” 

Ms Mowlam grew up in 

Coventry where ber late father 
Frank, was a postal worker. Her 
mother; Tina, was a telephon- 
ist and Labour activist who 


helped shape her daughter’s 
political views. 

She said she wanted to talk 
about ber upbringing in more 
detail “when I have more time. 

“I think it is important fix’ kids 
growing up in alcoholic families 
to see if I can do this and get 
through it, then so can they.” 

Parkinson also asked what it 
had been like to talk to mur- 
derers during the negotiations 
for the Northern Ireland peace 
process. “It is not easy and the 
emotions you feel are very 
mixed and particularly after 
having met some of these peo- 
ple, then to meet the families of 
the victims.” said Ms Mowlam. 
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Lawrence 
detective 
is moved 
off case 


THE DETECTIVE heading the 
dormant investigation into the 
murder of the black teenager 
Stephen Lawrence has been 
moved because of a corruption 
inquiry and replaced by John 
Grieve, head of the Metropoli- 
tan Police's specialist race 
crime unit 

Scotland T&rd said yesterday 
that Detective Superintendent 
Albert Patrick had been taken 
off the Lawrence case as a re- 
sult of the unrelated inquiry into 
officers based at the Flying 
Squad in east London. 

The family’s solicitor; Imran 
Khan, had demanded Mr 
Patrick’s removal in a letter to 
the Metropolitan Police Com- 
missioner, Sir Paul Condon, 
last week 

News of Mr Khan's move 
emerged on the same day The 
Independent revealed that both 
he and Michael Mansfield QC. 
barrister for the Lawrences, 
face criticism in the report of 
the public inquiry into 
Stephen's death for their failure 
to dissuade the family from 
mounting the ill-fated private 
prosecution of the murder 
suspects. 

Yesterday both lawyers re- 
fused to comment on the dis- 
closure. 

There is no suggestion that 
Mr Patrick is directly implicat- 
ed in the allegations of cor- 
ruption, but he faces a 
disciplinary investigation un- 
derstood to relate to the su- 
pervision of officers in his 
charge. 

Mr Grieve, the highly re- 
spected head of the Mets racial 
and violent crime taskforce, is 
now the detective in charge of 
all the high-profile race murder 
investigations in London. 

He is leading the hunt for the 
killers of Michael Menson. the 
black musician who was set on 
fire in a London street as well 
as the investigation into the 


by Kathy Marks 


case of Ricky Reel, an Asian 
student found drowned in the 
Thames. 

John Stevens. Deputy Com- 
missioner of the Metropolitan 
Police, yesterday defended the 
timing of the announcement of 
Mr Patrick’s removal. 

The decision had been taken 
ra December; he said, before Mr 
Khan’s letter was received. 

“We decided that now would 
be an appropriate, sensitive 
and sensible time to make that 
move,” he said. 

The corruption allegations 
date from an era before Mr 
Patrick headed the Lawrence 
investigation, and are not con- 
nected with the Lawrence case. 

Mr Stevens stressed that 
Mr Patrick had not been 
charged, disciplined or sus- 
pended. IQs new job is to carry 
out a review of major area 
crime units. 

Mr Patrick was in charge of 
the third squad of detectives to 
investigate Stephen's murder 
fiy a white gang in April 1993. 
No one has been convicted. 

Mr Grieve hopes to follow up 
newlines of inquiry But be will 
also ask members of the pub- 
lic to volunteer fresh informa- 
tion about the killing. 

Peter Gammon, chairman of 
the Police Superintendents' As- 
sociation, attacked what he 
called “the continued vilification 
of the police service” over with 
the Laurence case. 

Mr Gammon told an associ- 
ation conference in Chester that 
the dear-up rate in murders 
was - about the same " for black 
and white victims. 

"Accusations of racism are 
still being levelled at officers in- 
volved and at the police service 
as a whole. " he said. 

“We feel the accusations are 
unfounded and without sub- 
stance." 
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Some of Simpson’s last customers doffing their hats to the demise of a British institution 


Purveyor of suiting to Mr Bertie 
Wooster finally shuts up shop 


THE SMILING face of the door- 
man as he greeted some of 
Simpson's last customers belied 
the discontent inside the store. 
Two assistants were having an 
indiscreet moan about the way 
bargain-hunters were rum- 
maging through the last of the 
stock. It was all rather undig- 
nified towards the end. 

At 3pm today, the doors of 
Simpson, in central London, wiU 
close for the last time. The 
shop is something of an insti- 
tution. part of the world- 
renowned parade on Piccadilly; 
alongside Fortnum & Mason. 
Hatchard's (booksellers since 
1797) and the Royal Academy 
of Arts. Tatty red awning 


by Clare Garner 

bedecked the entrance, and 
the words “Good buy; Good 
buy" were sprayed on the build- 
ing's famous curved windows. 
Long-standing customers had 
come to say just that yesterday. 
One, Margaret Simpson - a 
well-spoken woman, immacu- 
lately turned out in one of the 
store’s navy hacking jackets - 
was particularly sad to do so. 

As it turned out she was no 
relation of the original Simeon 
Simpson, who established 
Simpson's Daks line of clothing 
in 1894. Over the years, how- 
ever. she had enjoyed deferen- 
tial treatment from staff who 


assumed she was. “I wish I had 
been a ‘Simpson* Simpson,” 
she said. “It wouldn't have 
dosed if I had been.” 

Sozos Liassides, who has 
worked in the mens suits de- 
partment on the third floor 
since 1971. was trying to main- 
tain standards to the last The 
65-year-old Cypriot known to 
colleagues as “Andy" i anything 
else was too complicated), re- 
tired in September, but agreed 
to stay on until the closure. 

•Tm a qualified tailor."* he 
said. “I did alterations of ray- 
own free will to satisfy the cus- 
tomers. because they pay my 
wages, not the company. 

■if I wasn't satisfied with 


what came from the workroom. 
I did it myself because then it 
was perfect. Many times I 
ripped garments to pieces and 
put them together again.” 

Mr Liassides stood beside 
the lonely rails of remaining 
suits. His own clothes hung 
beautifully, but then again, he 
had made them himself Per- 
haps he could have made it into 
management if he'd piaved his 
cards differently, but he didn't 
C2re for politicking, he said He 
cared for the clothes and the 
customers, a quality that prob- 
ably contributed in no small 
part to Simpson's reputation. 

“I don’t know/’ Mr Liassides 
murmured mournfully. "It's a 


pity because you can't find 
many people like us anymore. 
Great Britain used to be num- 
ber one in the world for making 
garments. Now I don't know 
what's happening. Most of the 
stuff is imported. Why don't they 
train young people?” 

The barber in the basement 
was rather jaded by the senti- 
mentality surrounding the 
store's closure. 

“It seems to be a very 
drawn-out end and I think 
we've got to the point now 
when we are glad to clear oft 
People are very upset that the 
place is closing. But you ask 
them if they shop here and they 
say ‘NoV 


Sarwar 

‘offered 

to pay 

fines’ 

RVNt CKMSg ~- 

AMANsaidtobeLalwurfe 

J^unedSanvartoldarm- 

he would pay 

Siposedonthexnan^ 

cording to a tape reco^hlg 
played to a jury yesterday 
** The associate, said to be 


^Tth^tfhecoulihji 

war told him he would not ex- 
rose -his brother" to anyxisk 

Sd would pay any fine, “aven 

£100,000”. . 

L Ai^rffingcrffragme^ 
conversations, m both Eng- 
lish and Punjabi, were payed 
at the High Court in Edin- 
burgh by advocate Dincan 
Menzies QC. A translator as- 
sisted the jury. 

Mr Menzies said the tapes 

related to the second of tie ton- 

charges Mr Sarwar faces, that 
alleges he attempted to pervert 
the course of justice byanduc- 
ing Mr Islam to swear a felse 
statement in return for a pay- 
ment of £5,000 soon af»r the 
May 1997 general election. 

Mr Sarwar, 46, of Glehcairn 
Gardens, Poilokshields, Glas- 
gow, denies this and tb? threj^ 
other charges - of fraud rel^ 
ing to the addition of four 
names on the electoral register 
a second charge of attempting 
to pervert the course ofjustice, 
and an allegation of understat- 
ing electoral expenses. 

The businessman became 
Britain’s first Muslim MP when 
he was elected for Glasgow 
Go van in 1997. , 

A co -accused, Mum taz Hus- 
sain, 41, from Lesmahagov, 
Lanarkshire, denies one 
char ge of attempting to pervat 
the course ofjustice. 

■ On the tape played yestor- 
day, reference is made to fijje 
registration of voters. At ore 
point, the man alleged to be Sar- 
war says: “One thing worth 
mentioning to you, the fike 
registrations... Labour was 
also doing these, the SNP vas 
also doing these.” The nan 
said to be Sarwar is also heard 
speaking of how his enenies 
wanted to “destroy” him. There 
is mention made in the tafe of 
the word “bombshell". 

The trial resumes on Moiday. 


If you can’t 
see the wood 
for the trees... 


...Step back 
and look at the 

facts! 


Waste paper represents over 46.03% of the raw material 
used to make UK newspapers, the wood comes from 

managed forests. 

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE USE OF RAW MATERIALS 
IN THE NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY! 
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0660 calls cost 49p per 
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Labour vetting panel has 
‘bias to stop Livingstone, 




LABOUR OFFICIALS were ac- 
cused of trying to "kneecap” 
Ken Livings tone’s campaign 
for mayor of London yesterday 
when it emerged that the 
party's vetting panel had been 
packed with his opponents. 

The former GLC leader's 
supporters reacted angrily 
after it was revealed that the 
panel formed to draw up a 
shortlist of candidates was 
heavily skewed against him. 

In the most serious setback 
to date for Mr Livingstone's bid 
to become Britain’s first di- 
rectly-elected mayor, The In- 
dependent has learnt that the 
12-strong panel is dominated by 
staunch Millbank loyalists. 

The membership of the body 
emerged as a new controversy 
erupted over the Brent East 
MP’s comments that govern- 
ment cuts were “whacking” the 
poor in toe capital. Writingm toe 
London Evening Standard, Mr 
Livingstone claimed that the 
most vulnerable had been hit 
hardest by a recent round of 
council cuts in London. 

The comments contrasted 
with an earlier open letter to 


By Paul Wal gh 
Political Correspondent 

Thuy Blair in which the MP said 
that be would not use the may- 
oralty to wage political warfare 
against the Government 

According to a confidential 
Labour document approved fry 
the party's national executive 
committee, the vetting panel for 
all Greater London Authority 
candidates will comprise four 
NEC members, four London 
party members and four “in- 
dependent” members. * 

The NEC figures are the '. 
Parliamentary Labour Party 
chairman, Clive Soley, with two 
loyal officials from the MSFand 
AEEU unions. 

The Greater London Labour 
Party members are dominated 
by the “stop Ken” camp, as is 
the independent group. 'Worse 
still for Mr Livingstone, the 
document states that the “dis- 
ciplinary and voting record" of 
all candidates will scrutinised. 

The detailed selection pro- 
cedures for the mayoralty are 
to be decided over toe next two 
months, but it is understood 



LMhgstone: Setback 
for mayoral campaign 

that the panel wOJ be used for 
both GLA, assembly and the 
mayoral contests. 

Geoff Martin, London con- 
vener of Unison and a former 
member of the London Labour 
Party Board, said the moves 
proved that Millbank officials 
were determined to block Mr 
Livingstone. “It is just so trans- 
parent now that this is an at- 
tempt to kneecap Ken and the 
ordinary Labour voters and 
members will see it as such. 


Choosing a sanitised 
panel members is ano 
tempt to erect barrier 
candidacy. The peop 
should realty have a say 
ordinary members.” 
But Jim Fitzpatrick, 
Pbplar and C anning To 
chairman of the London 
Party, said Mr Living 
conflicting statements 
he was frying to “dupe 
members. “It seems h 
changed his mind aboo 
loyal to the Labour Ptirtj 

the ink is dry on his It 

Tbny Blair,” he said 
“If Ken cannot keep h 
for a mere 24 hours, hi 
anyone believe he woul 

to Ms promises over a to 

mayoral term?” 

Joan Ryan, MP for ] 
North and a member 
London Party Board, & 
selection panel was rer 
tative of the ordinary 
me mbers in the capital 
“Kerfs views and thos 
supporters are marmm 

m the Labour Party sofi 
they she 

on a selection panel, 


Dome deal set to tame ‘Mail’ 


THE PUBLISHER of the Doily 
Mail and London Evening 
Standard is set to be handed 
the contract to produce a 
newspaper for the Millennium 
Dome, in a deal that 
could help the Government 
to overcome opposition to the 
£758 million project 
Associated Newspapers is 
believed to have beaten off bids 
from the Express and Mirror 
groups. The decision to tie up 
die deal will be taken next 
month by the government- 
appointed task force that 
advises the Dome’s New 
Millennium Experience Com- 
mission (NMECi on marketing. 

The deal will allow Associ- 
ated to produce a four-page 


By Paul McCann 
and Paul lashmar 

supplement containing 'Dome 
News,’ which could be wrapped 
around a copy of one of its own 
newspapers. It could also be 
linked into the group’s plans to 
produce a new free newspaper 
for London, called Metro. 

The Dome is forecast to 
attract 35.000 visitors a day - 12 
million during the year it is 
open. The bidders believe they 
should be able distribute up to 
2m newspapers in the Dome, 
allowing one title to get into the 
hands of hundreds of thou- 
sands of potential new readers. 

Fbr the Government, bring- 
ing Associated on board is a 


chance to get one of the Dome’s 
fiercest critics on to the side 
of the Dome. The Daily Mail 
has christened the Dome the 
'Millennium Monster’, and has 
planned daily articles compar- 
es 0,6 hospitals and schools 
that could have been built with 
the cost of building the Dome 
If the tide is printing a special 
supplement, it will be forced to 
support the project 

P? _ s .“™ has already 
switched Its opinions on the 
Dome after its sister company 
the satellite channel BSkvp’ 

paid Etsni to sponsor an 

tanum being bnut next to th' e 
Dome. For its £>2 m, sky gets 
the nght to broadcast live 

events from the Dome and use 


to 




==^SL Nd ent, 
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Coronation finery and Charles Fs 

silver treasure lie in estuary mud 


by Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 

KING CHARLES I thought it an 
act of the Devil when he 
watched the royal ferry Bless- 
**9 of Burntisland capsize in 
the Firth of Forth, taking price - 
, ‘ess Stuart treasure and mem- 
i^oers of his entourage to a 
watery grave. 

Nineteen witches were 
up in Lancashire for in- 
voking the squall that swamped 
the vessel in 1633 and a dis- 
traught Charles cut short his 
coronation tour of Scotland and 
retired to London. The witches 
died in jaiL And Charles, a 
staunch believer in the divine 
right of kings, lost his head on 
the block in Whitehall - 350 
years ago today. 

Now the waters of the Ruth 
may be about to yield up the 
wooden hull of the Blessing as 
well as tons of royal possessions 
- perhaps worth £500m in 
today's values. 

Marine archaeologists yes- 
terday detailed the discovery of 
a wreck very similar in profile 
to the ill-fated ferry, buried in 
several feet of silt. Howard 
Vurray, the leader of the pro- 
j%cL said the wreck had a “bet- 
ter than evens chance of bring 
the Blessing*. But though a 
diver has touched the heavily 
encrusted timber no artefacts 
will be brought to the surface 
until the wreck has been fully 
surveyed and conservation fa- 
cilities are in place. “I have no 
intention of being known as the 
person who destroyed Charles 
r s treasure," Mr Murray said. 

The wreck lies a mile off 
Burntisland on the north bank 
of the Fbrth, at the same spot in- 
dicated in 1997 by Jim Longtoo, 
67. a “dowser”, who used a map 
pendulum in a technique 
similar to water divining. 

Members of the Burntisland 
Heritage Trust and the Royal 
Navy have been searching for 
the Blessing since 1991. But 
until Mr Longton’s divination 
hopes were dwindling. 

Then last September sonar 
equipment on board HMS Roe- 
buck located the wreck site. 
The computer-produced sur- 
vey images were encouraging 


THE ILL-FATED LAST VOYAGE OF THE BLESSING OF BURNTISLAND 





Top: Locacor map describing the route and 
whereabouts of the Blessing of Burntisland 
Above: Sonar image showing the wreckage of the 
Ferry. (Arrow shows location of ship) 

Right: Artist's impression of the ill-fated vessel 
Far right: King Charles I 


and last month divers went 
down beneath 120 feet of water 
to begin verification work. 

Excited comparisons are 
being made with the recovery of 
the Mary Rose. But whereas 
Henry Viii’s magnificent flag- 
ship was equipped as a warship. 


the Blessing was a humble feny 
carrying the silverware, finery 
and coronation gifts of a 
monarch in his pomp. 

Charles Ts coronation in Scot- 
land has been largely overlooked 
by historians in Scotland and 
England. Hie trust hopes that 


the discovery of the wreck will 
rekindle interest in the event 
north of the border and perhaps 
bring about a rerun. With a 
Scottish Parliament coming into 
being this year after almost 300 
years, it would be fitting if an- 
other Charles - the in as he 


would be -also had a coronation 
in Edinburgh. 

“It would be a wonderful ex- 
ample of history coming full cir- 
cle," said Alex Kilgour, a 
spokesman for the trust “When 
we started this project in 1991, 
we would never have believed 


we would get a Scottish Parlia- 
ment Somehow' it is all coming 
together" 

The 17th-century Edinburgh 
Parliament had told Charles he 
had to be crowned in Scotland if 
he wanted to wear the Scottish 
crown. So eight years after being 


crowned in London he travelled 
north for one of the most ex- 
travagant tours ever undertak- 
en by a monarch. 

Fountains Sowed with red 
wine and royal portraits by Van 
Dyck hung in the Royal Mile as 
the king paraded from the Cas- 


tle down to Hohmood Palace for 
the coronation. From there he 
wefaontolinlithgowF fr lacea n d 
Stirling Castle. He revisited fas 
birth place at Dunfermline and 
as an entertainment for his 
courtiers had a pontoon built 
over water on which 50 High- 
landers danced a fling. 

The last stop before the feny 
crossing was the royal hunting 
lodge at Falkland Palace. His 
3,000- strong entourage included 
150 English nobles and 350 sol- 
diers. And as they approached 
the Fbrth, 1,000 horses were 
needed to pull 200 carts loaded 
with gifts and rojal baggage. The 
treasure was said to be worth 
£100,000- one fifth of the entire 
Scottish exchequer Not sur- 
prisingly, the likely cause of the 
Blessing's sinking was not the 
witches but simple overloading. 

A contemporay account 
records that on a “somewhat 
tempestuous day some Eng- 
lishmen, the King's servants 
and rich coffers were drowned 
in sight of the King’s pinnace, 
[boat] which made the King 
melancholy that night". 

Ib the great relief of the pro- 
ject team. Donald Dewar the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, 
slapped a Protection of Wrecks 
order on the ate yesterday to 
keep treasure hunters away. 
“We are not treasure hunters, 
but the the knowledge that they 
might move in on the site has 
before of our biggest worries," 
Mr Kilgour said. 

He dreams of finding the 
feny cabin boy's pipe in the 
wreck with Charles’ books and 
Bibles, not just the fabled 280- 
piece silver dinning service of 
King Henry VDl 

A foil recovery and conser- 
vation operation could cost £5m 
or £8m - way beyond the trust’s 
means. The team are hoping for 
Lottery money. And if the feny 
is raised, they want it to 
remain dose to the old port of 
Burntisland. 

The story of the coronation 
tour and loss of the Blessing is 
told in a book launched yester- 
day by Mr Murray. Sales will help 
to fund further work Copies at 
£9.75p<^ be ordered via Freep- 
hone 0800 833 957 or Internet site 
www.kmgcharles-wrex.co.uk 


nel has Antique dealers hammer 

Sotheby’s online auction 
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PLANS BY Sotheby’s to steal a 
march on rivals with the first 
major auctions in Britain 
through the Internet have an- 
gered art and antique dealers. 

Leading dealers have been 
approached by the auction 
house and offered incentives to 
supply art, antiques and jew- 
ellery for the revolutionary 
sales. 

The British art and antique 
dealers were made an offer on 
commission if they agreed to 
work only with Sotbkyfe for the 
next two or three years. They 
have to sign within seven days. 

The British Antique Dealers’ 
Association has now written to 
its members, warning them to 
be cautious of the offer as other 
opportunities should arise as 
“ritual auctions" take off in tbe 

Sotheby’s New York office is 


By Louise Jury 


spearheading the company’s 
global move into Internet 
auctions. 

The announcement last 
week immediately boosted the 
business’s share price and fol- 
lows the success Mother online 
auctioneers such as eBay in the 
States. Diana Brooks, presi- 
dent of Sotheby's Holdings, 
said; “It is dear that the Inter- 
net is superbly suited for hold- 
ing auctions.” 

Some critics claim that if 
Sotheby’s succeeds, ttoagiyould 
have a virtual monopoly before 
rivals Christie’s follow suit later 
in the yean 

One antiques dealer said 
yesterday that the Sotheby’s 
deal was “outrageous and very 
uncompetitive. There aren’t 
enough of these goods for nor- 


mal auctions and virtual auc- 
tions as weD so they need to get 
the dealers on board If they do, 
they know Christie’s wont have 
a chance when they start" 

As goods will not be exam- 
ined by the auctioneers in the 
way they would be in a normal 
auction, it is understood that 
Sotheby’s win rely on dealers 
with good reputations supply- 
ing items for sale Most dealers 
sell on some old stock through 
auction houses. 

Elaine Dean, of the British 
Antique Dealers' Association, 
said the proposition was an 
‘interesting" one that they had 
to take seriously. 

But she said* “Vte are urging 
our members to be cautious be- 
fore they sign up for something 
for three years. We do feel 
that seven days isn’t very long 
to sign quite an extensive con- 


tract We’re saying be careful 
An art trade insider said the 
Sotheby’s offer seemed to have 
outraged many of the dealers. 
"They feel they are being 
pushed around I don’t think it 
has gone down too weD.” 
David Redden, an executive 
vice-president of Sotheby’s, 
said it was investing more than 
£15m in the service and need- 
ed to ensure it had enough 
property to sell The dealers he 
had spoken to were very excit- 
ed by their offer 

Christopher Davidge, chief 
executive officer at Christie’s, 
said details of their plans would 
be revealed on l March. But he 
said: “Christie’s will not be 
proposing any arrangements 
that restrict competition in the 
marketplace, as we believe this 
runs counter to the philosophy 
of the Internet” 


Police chief goes 
after 999 riddle 









Me 1 ' 
• ■ *** 

■ : . ' 


ONE OF the country’s most se- 
nior police chiefs has retired 
days after officers from his 
force went to his home in re- 
sponse to a “999” call, it 
emerged yesterday. 

Earlier this week Robert 
Turnbull, 51, the Deputy Chief 
Constable of Cleveland, an- 
nounced he was stepping down 

five years before his £72,000-per- 

year contract was due to end. 
He was involved in conducting 
one of tbe countiy’s largest po- 
lice corruption inquiries. 

Mr TbrnbuITs surprise de- 
cision to retire was announced 
soon after an incident on 20 Jan- 
ray when Cleveland police of- 
Vwers visited his home in 
response to an emergency c*IL 

The call is believed to have 
been made by Mr Turnbull’s 
wife, Margaret from the cou- 
ple’s home on the Wynyard es- 
tate near Stockton, Tteesside. It 
is understood the person who 


By Jason Bennetto 
C rime Correspondent 


rang “999” replaced the tele- 
phone receiver before identi- 
fying themselves, but police 
were able to trace the calL 
Cleveland police confirmed 
yesterday that “police attend- 
ed a house in Wynyard park, 
Rfllingham, on January 20". 
Officers spoke to one person at 
the house. No one was charged 
and no complaints were lodged. 

Mr Turnbull, who has been 
a police officer for more than 32 
years, was entitled to retire, al- 
though he has asked to leave in 
March rather than work out the 
usual three months’ notice. 

A special meeting of the 
Cleveland Police Authority has 
been called to discuss the case. 

Mr Thrnbull said in a state- 
ment that be had taken the de- 
rision after discussions with his 
wife and two adult children. 


Charge football 
stars, says judge 


A JUDGE said yesterday that 
professional footballers should 
be prosecuted for assaulting 
opponents and brought to court 
to set an example 

Judge Richard Benson 
marip the comments after bear- 
ing tbe case at Nottingham 
Crown Court of a 49-year-old 
amateur footballer who head- 
butted an opposing player 
during a match. 

Judge Benson said “I am 
unable to recall in this country 
a single footballer in the 
Premier League or lower who 
has been prosecuted for this. 
Sometimes the Scots get it 
right. Duncan Ferguson, who 
assaulted a player; was sent 
away for six months and quite 
right too. If something like that 
did happen, it would surely 
filter down through our game.” 

The judge earlier mentioned 
a number of other cases: “Pardo 
di Canto pushed over a referee. 


That is common assault in 
anyone’s book. Why on earth he 
was not brought up on these 
charges I do not know. 

*And there was the match 
between Arsenal and South- 
ampton where the TV camera 
caught a Southampton player 
having his jaw broken. The 
offending player ended up 
bringharmedfiom the game for 
nine matches. The report and 
TV evidence would have been 
enough to have had a high- 
profile player made an exam{de 
of in the courts.” 

Donald Amiable, 49, of 
Headland Avenue, Elkesley. 
Nottinghamshire, admitted 
causing actual bodily harm to 
Malcolm Duncan while playing 
for Clumber Inn against 
Ejpwtirth over 30s on 29 August 
last year 

He was given two years’ 
probation and ordered to pay 
his victim £300 compensation. 
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sound quality. 
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Let Currys introduce you to ONdigital. we u 
demonstrate it for you in-stwe. simply plug 

your ONdigital receiver into the back of your 

TV. No dish, no c abl^noft^. £ 
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HITACHI 

32" Widescreen TV with Dolby 
Pro-Logic Surround Sound 

■ 76cm Visible Screen Size. 

■ Twin SCART sockets. 

■ Fastext. 

Model C32WD2TN. 

Was £1099. 
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1 A TOTAL OF 

£150 



32" Widescreen TV with 
Dolby Surround Sound 

■ 76cm Visible Screen Size. 

■ Twin SCART sockets. 

Model 32WR2EKR. 

Was £1199. In-store Price £1099. 
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WHEN YOU BUY A HSTM. RBBVBWTM THIS TV 


MATSU! KMMisa 2a - wumm 

TVwMlMCAM 
Stereo Sound 
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PANASONIC 

28" Widescreen TV with Dolby 
Pro-Logic Surround Sound ‘ 

■ 66 cm Visible Screen Size 

■ Twin SCART sockets. 

■ Security coding facility. ' 

Model W2BR4DP. Was £ 799.99 - : 
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NEXT TO the farmyard barn, 
the nonconformist chapel is the 
most threatened building tvpe 
in England. This information 
comes from the Historic 
-itf Chapels TVust. which was 
founded six years ago to pre- 
serve the best of them, and now 
looks after u chapels scat- 
tered from Northumberland 
to Devon i there are separate 
bodies forNfeles and Scotland). 

Nonconformism has never 
been as fashionable as Angli- 
canism, nor so well-funded, 
and for doctrinal reasons its 
places of worship tend to be 
plain; “preaching-boxes" is the 
term often applied. But it was 
certainly popular and bewil- 
deringiy diverse. England has 
as many non- Anglican as An- 
glican churches - about 17,000 
of them - but who can now tell 
the difference between 
Methodists and Independent 
Methodists, Baptists and Con- 
gregationalists. Unitarians and 
United Reformed? 

All over England, in cities, 

- ^ on moorland, in old factory 
y towns, their separate heaps of 
brick and stone stand as evi- 
dence of once -passionate de- 
bate and schism and clique, as 
well as to self-improvement 
and belief in God. Sometimes 
thcry have been converted to In- 
dian restaurants, nightclubs. 
Bats, second-hand furniture 
warehouses. Sometimes they 
stand open to the rain and 
wind. A surprising number, 
given the state of British Chris- 
tianity, still draw clusters of 
people on a Sunday to listen to 
sermons and sing hymns. 

In north London, I live quite 
j$lose to a 1 chapel The Union 
Chapel fCongregationalist) 
stands at, the northern end of 
Upper Street in Islington. 
Upper Street is very familiar to 
me. Over ( almost 30 years I 
have watched it change from 
a working-class high street to 
one of the chief parade 
grounds of London’s young 
well-to-do, lined with bars, 
restaurants, estate agents and, 


Notebook 



Ian Jack 

in the Almeida, the most fash- 
ionable theatre in London. But 
of the Union Chapel which 
after the town hall may well be 
the street's largest building, I 
knew nothing. 

I noticed its clock. I noticed 
that it was a Victorian building 
set in the middle of a Georgian 
terrace. I wondered who, if any- 
one. went there and if anyone 
had ever answered the usual 
poster invitations to come in- 
side and get to know Christ a 
little better. I was mildly sur- 
prised that it had not been de- 
molished. 

On Wednesday, my igno- 
rance was corrected when the 
Union Chapel’s minister, the 
Rev Janet Wootton, was good 
enough to show me the inside. 
Nothing had prepared me (I 
should have read Pevsner) for 
the sheer size and spectacle of 
it. The Union Chapel has pol- 
ished oak pews that once held 
3.000 people, galleries, stained 
glass, decorative tiles, marble, 
a great organ originally pow- 
ered by water (which went on 
its course to Bush the church 
lavatories). 

According to Pevsner (later 
consulted) the style is 13th- 
century French Gothic, with a 
central plan inspired by the 
church of Santa Fbsca in Thr- 
ee Ilo, on the Venetian Jagoon. 
But that is just the chapel itself 
At the rear of the main build- 
ing ties a jumble of corridors 
and handsome halls buBt for 
Sunday School tuition and en- 
lightened public meetings. 


Congregationalism must 
have seemed a mighty and 
unquenchable movement 
when the chapel was opened in 
1877. And now? Christian 
churchgoers account for 3 per 
cent of London's population. 
Mrs Waotton preaches to a con- 
gregation of 30. 

She took me up into the pul- 
pit, which she never now uses 
(too authoritarian to be mod- 
ern), and explained the theo- 
logical reasoning behind the 
church's design. How the pews 
arranged on three sides had no 
hierarchy - every worshipper 
could see and hear equally well 
How the windows had no sills 
- and therefore no room for 
graven images. How the organ 
was screened - so as not to 
tempt the faithful into the wor- 
ship of musical instruments. 

She pointed to the ceiling, 
more than a hundred feet up, 
and said that behind the cupo- 
la lay an Archimedes screw, a 
great propeller to expel the foul 
air that would gather from a 
2.000-strong congregation. 
Today, the problem is not ven- 
tilation but heat. 

The Union Chapel was near- 
ly demolished in 1980. Its sur- 
vival owes a lot to the faith of 
Mrs Wootton and her congre- 
gation. but also to secular in- 
fluence. The chapel is now listed 
by English Heritage as Grade 
D* and the signage inside it is 
not always biblical instruction. 
As well as Sure and Steadfast, 
there is also No smoking and 
This way to the bar. 

Thanks to an associated 
charily, The Union Chapel Pro- 
ject, all kinds of non-Christian 
events happen here. Rock con- 
certs, readings, theatre re- 
hearsals, Seamus Heaney, 
Eddie Izzard, Simon Rattle. 
The egalitarian beliefs of Con- 
gregationalism have given it 
perfect acoustics. Last year 
Rattle said after his concert; 
Tm kicking myself that I’ve 
not been performing there for 
years. "And, oddly for teetotal 
nonconformism, the church 



The mighty Union Chapel in Islington, north London, opened in 1877 when Congregationalism seemed unquenchable 
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deeds do not proscribe the 
sale of alcohol. Mrs Wbotton 
has done the research. 

A great deal of money still 
needs to be raised, about £3m 
for repairs to the fabric alone. 
The new plan is to make it “a 
theatre for the human voice" 
and focus on lectures, debates 
and choral concerts. Noncon- 
formism is rich in the traditions 
of dissent and hymns (per- 
haps its greatest and wrong- 
ly ignored, contribution to 
British culture). The Union 
Chapel would be a glorious and 
appropriate place to hear both. 

Out in the traffic of Upper 
Street again, I felt the slight sad- 
ness of the non-believer. The 
Union Chapel does good work; 
its halls take in and feed the 
homeless, children with learn- 
ing difficulties attend classes 
there. A shame, then, that one 
cannot share the spiritual mo- 
tive of it believe the story. 

In a street and a world con- 
sumed by market forces - 
“renovated family semi-det 


house with 100ft gdn. en-suite 
bathroom to the master bed, 
£595.000" - the Union Chapel 
is a refreshing and necessary 
thing. It was good, at last to 
have discovered it 


LATE LAST year 1 wrote in this 
column about the wartime doc- 
umentary films of Humphrey 
Jennings; about their brilliance 
as propaganda (because they 
were so reticently patriotic) 
and about the poetic lessons 
they could teach any contem- 
porary British politician who 
was struggling to evoke a new 
British identity. 

William Hague obviously did 
not read this, but then he is a 
busy little leader His speech last 
week on Britishness, by which 
he may have meant English- 
ness, was the most terrifying en- 
counter with fbUcsiness since I 
last heard the late broadcaster 
Wilfred Pickles. You could see 
what the Ibry leader was hying 
to do. Out with John Major’s 


Fifties nostalgia and Baroness 
Thatcher’s Churchilliana; in 
with something hangup to date. 
Consequently, we got the British 
as a “brassy" people who liked 
soap operas and a good laugh, 
and also (naturally) nourished 
a sense of fair play. It is not en- 
tirely inaccurate, but it would 
also fit Brazil or indeed any en- 
trepreneurial nation with more 
than one television channel 

Also, it might double the 
emigration figures. He and the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown (to 
whom Tony Blair seems to 
have dished out the “'British 
question" job in the Cabinet), 
will have to try harder if they 
are to persevere as national- 
inspirers. Here is some advice, 
which came in a tetter to me 
this month from Mary-Lou Jen- 
nings. the director’s daughter. 

She writes: “I was interest- 
ed in your last point: the pre- 
sent need for some cunning, 
concrete poetry (if ideas of 
Britishness are to be revived). 
My father's work in film was. 


I believe, a mission based on 
his belief in the duty of a poet. 
In 1938 he did a series of broad- 
casts on poetry and the public, 
and in the one on poetiy and 
national life he quoted Apolli- 
naire whom, he said, believed 
that poets should stand with 
their backs to the future and 
face the past ‘because it was in 
the past that he could discov- 
er who he was and how he had 
come to be him'. 

“My father added, 'That 
idea of extracting an idea of 
what 1 am from the past is a 
thing that a poet does for him- 
self; and especially it is a thing 
that he can do for the com- 
munity: I mean, he can try and 
tell them who they are... [and 
talk about] the figures, the 
monuments, the achieve- 
ments, the defeats, or whatever 
It may be that have made the 
Community what it is.’ That 
was what his films, like Listen 
to Britain, were about" 

Politicians are not poets, of 
course, and you could argue 


that the past for too long has 
been a crippling national dis- 
ease. But politicians who have 
tried to abolish it- Pol Pot, Stal- 
in - failed among their many 
other sins to understand 
human and civic need. 

Finally, a note on Jennings. 
He was probably the finest 
most inventive documentary 
film-maker Britain has pro- 
duced. He died young, aged 42, 
when he fell from a rock while 
he was filming in Greece. His 
daughter writes that she is be- 
ginning to think him “almost 
forgotten except among film 
buffs". She also says that he 
has no memorial of any kind. 
Even his grave in Athens has 
been destroyed. 

Next year will be the fiftieth 
anniversary of his death. He 
deserves to be remembered in 
some permanent form - a 
plaque, a bust an award, a 
scholarship. 1 would be happy 
to pass on letters to Mary-Lou 
Jennings with suggestions 
about where and how. 


; In Brief 

Man accused of 14 sex charges 

SIDNEY COOKE appeared before magistrates in Newbury. 
Berks, yesterday, charged with 14 serious sexual offences 
involving eight alleged victims. Mr Cooke, 71, said to be of 
no fixed address, had been arrested on Tuesday at Yeovil 
Somerset 

9 

‘Chunnel cheat’ claims innocence 

A MAN has denied using Eunratar trips to cheat two councils 
out of housing benefit when he was in fact living in Belgium. 
Jean- Paul Ngolo Mpati Moka, 33. told the Old Bailey be only 
travelled to Belgium to preach. He denies gaining a total of 
£4,653 from Haringey and Hounslow councils by deception. 

Extra cash keeps RSC on the road 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE Company and Welsh National 
Opera tours have been rescued by an emergency package 
of one-off Arts Council grants. Opera North, the Royal 
Court Theatre and the Contemporary Dance Trust have 
also benefited from the £1.46 million fund. 

Porsches recalled for airbag faults 

PORSCHE IS recalling moire than 5,000 vehicles, in d ucti n g 
400 m the UK because of an airbag prohlem. The recal^^f 
M-regfatration 911 sports cars, follows the discovery of an 
electrical fault that can cause airbags to activate at random. 


Do not demonise 
Islam, says Carey 


T^CK STRAW: PROFILE 

‘Priggish’ is a tribute 
paid by the old and 
dim to the precocious 
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THE ARCHBISHOP of Canter- 
bury urged Christians and 
Muslims yesterday to avoid 
“demonising" one another and 
instead to focus on working 
for the common good. 

Dr George Carey, who is on 
an eight-day visit to the Middle 
East, became the first Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury to ad- 
dress the 15,000 worshippers 
before Friday prayers at Abu 
Nour Mosque, the largest 
mosque in Damascus. 

He began with the words: 
“Salaam aleikum! Peace be 
with you all!” before going on to 
say: “Sadly when we took at the 
histoiy of the world ah too 
often we find it littered with the 
remains of conflicts between 
Christians and Muslims. This 
has led to a culture of distrust 
and to the tendency for each of 
us to demonise the other." 

Such “demonising" ignored 
the great contribution both 
faiths can make to the world, he 
added. “The influence of our 
faiths, the strength of our wor- 
ship, the enduring force of our 


by Clare Garner 


traditions and the commitment 
to family life and the lives of our 
communities gives us a duty 
and a remakable opportunity to 
make a significant contribu- 
tion to foe human family and its 
future," he said. 

Dr Carey warned against 
“aggressive proselytism". Both 
Christianity and Islam were 
missionary religions, a fact that 
could not be disguised nor de- 
nied, he said. 

“But, despite all the inherent 
risks in this recognition, there 
is no reason why it should lead 
us towards conflict Rather, it 
should instil in us a sense of re- 
spect a respect for such en- 
thusiasm and devotion of faith," 
Dr Carey said. 

He hoped his presence at the 
mosque before Friday prayers 
“will be seen by Muslims every- 
where as my commitment to a 
dialogue based on friendship, 
integrity and honesty - and 
above all respect between the 
members of both our faiths". 


Personal loan rates. 


NOW 

FROM 

ONLY 


o.o 

m ~ apr. 



Call Direct Line. 

• You'D haw fixed, low monthly 
payments. 

• No compulsory insurance, arrangement 
fee or compli«“d paper work. 

• No security or deposit required. s 

• Call now for an instant decision on (DIRECT LINE, 
loans 6om ,£1.000 to £25,000. 

P 0181 680 9966 
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NOTICE TO 
C&G BORROWERS 

C&G § variable mortgage interest rates are to reduce by 
0.25% per annum. 

The reduction takes effect on 1 February 1999 for loans 
where oo notice period for rate changes is required. 

For loans where a notice period is required, borrowers 
have already been sent individual notification. 

For loans in our annua) instalment review scheme, the 
change will be reflected in payments from March 2000. 

For loans with a capped interest rate where this rate change 
takes C&G's standard variable below the capped rate, our 
Standard variable mortgage rare will apply unoi further 


This notice docs not apply to new variable rate loans which 
started oo or after 12 January 1999 as they are already on 
the new rate. In addition, this notice docs not apply to 
borrowers whose mortgage rate is currently fixed, or who 
have capped -rare mortgages where the capped rate is lower 
than the new variable rats. 



Cheltenham & Gloucester 

Cheltenham & Gloucester pie Barnett Way Gloucester GL4 3RL 



Announcing our latest 
premium postal rate 







If you're looking for a high interest postal account, 
look no further than Alliance & Leicester's 60 Direct. 

It is a 60 day notice account that gives you interest of 
up to 6.15% gross AER on balances of £100,000 and over. 

On top of that, you'll also receive an interest 
premium of 0.5% gross p.a. on all balances for the first 
twelve months. (The rate shown above includes the 
interest premium.) 

So, for a high rate of interest, you don't need to 
go from pillar to post. Just call Alliance & Leicester today 
on 0845 60 888 60 and ask for a free information pack. 



" Alliance 
Leicester 

Common sense in a crazy world 


Call now for your free information pack 

0845 60 888 60 


Lines are open Monday to Friday 8am - 8pm and Saturday 9am - 5pm, or visit our website at http://www.aIliance-leicester.co.uk 
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Heads’ pay rise twice that of teachers 


primary head teachers will 
receive pay increases of be- 
tween 6 and 9 per cent this year 
as part of the teachers’ pay set- 
tlement, which is due to be an- 
nounced on Monday. 

Classroom teachers, by con- 
trast are expected to be award- 
ed a rise of just under 4 per 
cent, well above the inflation 
rate of 2.5 percent. 

Teachers reacted angrily 
last night to the news that 
classroom teachers were to 
receive "inferior” treatment to 


BY Judith Judd 
Education Editor 


heads. But the Government 
believes that head teachers 
are the bey to their ambitious 
programme for raising stan- 
dards. Ministers want to stem 
the recruitment crisis tor head- 
ships in small primary schools. 
In creases will depend on the 
size of the school Heads of the 
smallest schools are expected 
to receive the biggest rises 
which will take their pay to 


about £32,500. Heads of sec- 
ondary schools will also re- 
ceive higher-than-average rises 
of between 4 and 6 per cent 
In the last academic year 28 
per cent of primary headships 
had to be readvertised because 
no suitable candidate came 
forward in the first round. One 
in five secondary headships 
was also readvertised. The 
worst difficulties are in inner 
London where 60 per cent of 
headships were not filled at the 
first attempt David Hart, gen- 


eral secretary of the National 
Association of Head Teachers, 
said: “At last the School Teach- 
ers’ Review Body has started to 
recognised the size of heads' 
jobs as well as the need to re- 
solve the current severe re- 
cruitment crisis. More still 
needs to be done to reward 
heads for their heavy respon- 
sibilities.’' But Nigel de Grucfay; 
general secretary of the Na- 
tional Association of School- 
masters Union of Women 
Teachers, said: "This is pretty 


appalling treatment for the 
poor infantry in the classroom. 
There is no justification for 
this inferior treatment of ordi- 
nary teachers. This is a serious 
error and it will sour discus- 
sions on the Green Paper very 
seriously indeed,” 

Ministers are holding talks 
with teacher unions on a Green 
Paper; which would introduce 
performance-related pay and 
offer substantial increases to 
teachers who match new stan- 
dards. Doug McAvoy general 


secretary of the National Union 
of Teachers, said the pay rise 
would do nothing to resolve the 
recruitment crisis across the 
profession. “Three or four per 
cent doesn’t deal with the issue. 
The Government is compla- 
cent about the shortages at a 
time whenriass sizes are wors- 
ening,” he said. 

Local authorities have al- 
ready warned that a teachers’ 
pay rise erf more than 3 per cent 
will mean that teachers will 
have to be made redundant and 


dass sizes 

however; argue that the _ P& 
cent rise in what they are ex 
pecting authorities to spend 
this year is enough to C0V ^L 
increases. The rise fortea^enj 
will not be phased. Th* year 
teachers were given a 3.8 pe 

centincrease but its value was 
cut to 2.6 per cent over the year 

as 1.8 per cent was not paid 

until last month. 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, be- 
lieves that the big changes to 


£35,000 for * e *** 
of up Jl teachers, will help to 

biggest teactag 
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venftra of Scottish Loch au 
flaorities earlier this week was 

“wholty inadequate . 




pricing runs 
into trouble with 
lair focus group 



JOHN PRESCOTT'S flagship 
road pricing policy has run up 
against fierce opposition from 
the Government's own mass 
focus group, a study revealed 
yesterday. 

Nearly 60 per cent of the 
5,000-strong People's Panel op- 
pose Labour's plans to cut traf- 
fic jams and pollution by 
charging motorists £2 a day to 
drive through town centres 

The panel which was set up 
by Tony Blair last year to make 
Whitehall more responsive to 
public opinion, was found to be 
overwhelmingly against in- 
creases in car parking charges 
ana’ cuts in road building to hind 
public transport improvements. 

The depth of opposition to 
Mr Prescott's key transport 
policies was revealed in a wide- 
ranging Mori survey of the 
panel's views, published by the 
Cabinet Office. The survey 
showed that the public were 
also highly suspicious of ge- 
netically modified foods, backed 
tighter controls on smoking in 
public piaces and wanted more 
directly elected mayors. 

The panel which is can- 
vassed regularly on a rolling 
basis, criticised the Care in 
the Community programme 
and complained that most pub- 
lic services were secretive 
about their workings. However 
it was the Secretary of State for 


By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions’ plans to raise 
extra funds for public transport 
that raised most objections, 
proving that the Government 
has a long way to go before win- 
ning popular backing for the 
measures.* 

Contrary to expectations, 
the study found that 60 per cent 
didn't think that traffic con- 
gestion was a problem in their 
area and 78 per cent didn't be- 
lieve that air pollution was a 
concern. More than half of 
those questioned were against 
cutting road building, three- 
quarters opposed car park 
charge increases and four-fifths 
disliked petrol price hikes. 

Mr Prescott sees road pric- 
ing and off-street car park 
chaises as the best way of 
raising much-needed funds for 
public transport and the mayor 
of London is expected to raise 
millions through the schemes. 

Yet the research shows that 
the poorest members of the 
panel fear Labour's plans more 
than the middle classes, with 
nearly 70 per cent against. The 
shadow transport secretary. 
Gillian Shephard, said: This re- 
search vindicates our own 
stance. We shall continue to 
press the Government to 


change a transport policy that 
is ill-thought out and highly 
unpopular” 

When asked about food safe- 
ty, the panel’s big concern was 
the long-term effects of pesti- 
cides and genetically modified 
oops, both ranking higher than 
BSE and food poisoning. 

lb respond to the worries 
over GM foods and other 
biotechnology issues, a series 
of workshops with the public is 
to be held by the Office of Sci- 
ence and Technology in coming 
weeks, officials confirmed. Half 
the participants wanted com- 
plete smoking bans in restau- 
rants, with more than a third 
backing such measures for of- 
fices open to the public. 

Cabinet Office officials 
claimed that the panel was a 
"world first” which used a rep- 
resentative slice of the popu- 
lation to keep ministers in 
touch with public opinion. 

Jack Cunningham, Minister 
for the Cabinet Office, unveiled 
the figures with a pledge that 
the Government would liken to 
the concerns. “The panel has 
been established to seek peo- 
ple's view on improving public 
services. It is a unique devel- 
opment and will play an im- 
portant part in shaping the 
Modernising Government 
White Paper, which I plan to 
publish at Easter.” he said. 



The Deputy Prime Minister. John Prescott, enjoying a warm welcome at a school in his constituency - the £2.9m Victoria Dock Primary School 
in Hull - which he opened officially yesterday. It is the country’s first ‘private finance initiative’ school JohnFurlong 
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Hague trapped by old guard 
and the kids playing politics 


WITH THE Tories at an all-time 
low - according to a Mori poll 
this week - someone, suppos- 
edly close to William Hague, 
made a ham-fisted attempt to 
prepare the ground to dump old- 
timers such as GflDan Shephard. 
John Redwood. Sir Norman 
Ebwler and Michael Howard. 
The plan backfired spectacularly 
when Mrs Shephard, in an 
angry and emotional call to Mr 
Hague, demanded to know what 
was going on. He was forced to 
issue a statement denying the 
story. His room for manoeuvre, 
in any forthcoming summer 
reshuffle to freshen the team, 
has been severely limited 

Although there is a case for 
purging the Tory front bench 
of faces who remind the public 
of their unpopular past at- 
tempts at low politics. Mr 
Hague's henchmen were 
doomed once Mrs Shephard 
geared into action. 

Accusing fingers pointed to- 
wards Andrew Cooper a mem- 
ber of the Danny Finkelstein 
mafia in Central Office, who 
runs Mr Hague's research de- 
partment. Others saw the hand 
of the hated Tory vice- 
chairman, Archie Norman, 
whose star is fading, although 
this was vehemently denied 

Either way Mr Hague is 
trapped by the old guard. John 
Redwood may be pointy-eared 
but his reputation for original 
thought and hard work is un- 
deniable. He is shadowing his 
third Secretary of State at the 
DTI, and also claims part re- 
sponsibility for the downfall of 
Geoffrey Robinson. Even the 
time-served Sir Norman 
Pbwier emerged strengthened 
from the bloodletting. He man- 
aged a good speech opposing 
the age-of-consent Bill without 
appearing prejudiced against 
homosexuals. 

Mr Hague appears to side- 
line his Shadow Cabinet, and 
operate through his kids in the 
back office. But this may 
change after Mrs Shephard’s 
showdown. The solution is easy. 
Remove Mrs Shephard and 
Sir Norman from the front line 
but keep them in the Shadow 



the Week In 
Westminster 

Michael 

Brown 

Cabinet. Put them in Mr 
Hague’s office where their ex- 
perience. guile and common 
sense would sort out the kids 
playing student-union politics. 
♦ 

PADDY ASHDOWN’S decision to 
allow a phoney leadership con- 
test to drag on for several 
months may not be such a bad 
idea after all 

The mood towards him in 
the Commons has changed 
dramatically with cheers of af- 
fection from all sides replacing 
the groans that previously 
greeted his interventions at 
Question Time. 

Also. Liberal Democrat con- 
tenders jockeying for position 
will be attended at their every 
move by journalists watching 
for any hint ofleadership cam- 
paigning Otherwise humdrum 
party meetings in far-flung con- 
stituencies are boosted by the 
oxygen of publicity whenever 
the likes of Charles Kennedy; 
Simon Hughes and Menzies 
Campbell appear 

Mr Hughes was seen deep 
in conversation with John 
Major in the Members' Ifea 
Room. Whether this was an 
attempt to secure a rival 
endorsement to match Tony 


Blair's rumoured backing of to the Labour Party manifesto 
Mr Kennedy is not yet known, commitment Maffis still play. 

^ ing up and will doubtless con- 

tinue to cause political sabotage 
FIRST PRIZE for parliamentary by using the poll tax-style levy- 
speech of the week goes joint- on food outlets, regardless of 
ly to Labour’s Tam Dalyell size, to generate opposition 
(Linthgow) and to the Ibries’ from small retailers. 

Sean Woodward (Witney). ^ ; 

Mr Dalyell gave a brilliant 

speech mtroduring a Bfflimder WHILE William Hague had an- 
the 10 -minute rule requiring other difficult week his health 
parliamentary approval for milr spokeswoman, Ann Widde- 
itaiy action against Iraq. He combe, saw her star burn ever 
stressed the powerful argu- brighter as she impressed jour- 
raent against the futility of nalists ata Press GaDeiylunch 
bombing, putting a convincing wife a rumbustious demand for 
case for the proposition that, in an honest NHS debate. She suc- 
arcumstocpes whereby Britain gested that neither party could 
is embarifiig on a protracted satisfy the demand for health- 
mffitary operation with no dear care solely from public fends, 
end m sight Parliament should Miss Widdecombe wc 

be formaily consulted gnarled hacks to her cau< 

Mr Dalyell pointed out that ^ - - ■ rau - 

eyen Margaret Thatcher - no 
friend of his- agreed to and ini- 
tiated the recall of Parliament 
to secure the endorsement of 
the house during the FhUdands 
War. Mr Dalyell is dogged, per- 
sistent and unpopular. The 
trouble is he is usually right 
Sean Woodward made a 


when she wowed them with 
sense of humour rarefy seen o: 
Tory tenches. She described a 
election meeting when sh 
spoke to a crowd about he 
Christian principles. Unforto 
nately her agent had mislaii 
her leaflets entitled “Standm 
up for Christian Principles’ 
She bellowed to the party offi 

real In ■ 


one oeuowed to the partv ol 
^ulaifyhrave speech in fevour dal in front of aimisedwrtS 
of theage-of-consent BUL Sadfy “Come back. I ^ 
hewasjomed by only five Tbry Christian Sforinles.” §t 
MPs in the Division Lobby At ont» kplJSa 8- 
making a mockery of Archie 

Nonnaris assurance at the end view* nn h 



j u.v, Aijiw fMi ty 

is prepared to consider the se- do one 
Speeches by 
Tbnes Edward Leigh (Gains- 
borough), Gerald Howarth (Aid- tonStS J W 
erahrt) and Andrew RDebotham 

' hl ^ c ^to a meetingbyaloc 
FRANKDOBSONnotebedupa 35 asom ' 

considerable victory over Nick DartJS?^ ft 

BrownandtoeMife^ofAgri. debatable qua 

culture. Fisheries and Fbod bufferw!h!I Sf 80 

which has been dragging its ^ Stored thrtHigl 

over the new ^ speech failed to wak 


over the new Fbod Standards m to wa 

Agency. Maff and its officials 

had_tned to ensure there was 


had tned to ensure there was 

no prospect of the Bin appear- eni LfZf* feUow was th 
mg m the current session. tfSff t ty ra P°^U>ev< 
Tile artful Dobbo went be- do™^, bUt S roughtthe >m 
hind Brown s back to Tonv WirirfJ? 1611 t * 1 «®ked M 

Blair and pointed in bta^tSns 
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Tbe 0051,103 ^ computers see it, plotting the pathways Tor space explorers of the future. The map, which charts the position of 15.500 galaxies, was 10 years in the making 

A galactic map of our way to the stars 


:>.■. r.'iTl.TiTVV 


ASTRONOMERS HAVE un- 
veiled a map of the cosmos - 
or at least part of it - which fu- 
ture space explorers may look 
bads on as the equivalent of the 
first “mappa mundi ” drawn by 
early cartographers. “Some 
day it will be hanging from 
^avery kid’s wall," said one of 
the team that produced it 

The map charts the position 
of 15,500 galaxies within a 
sphere M00 million light years 
across (with each light year 
spanning about six million mil- 
lion miles), far bigger than 
our galaxy, the Milky Way, 
which is just 200,000 light years 
in diameter. 

It has taken 10 years to 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnolog>. Editor 

compile what Professor Carlos 
Frenk calls “the biggest map 
of anything”. 

Yet despite its enormous 
size, the map covers only per- 
haps one ten-thousandth of 
the volume of the universe, 
which is expanding every mo- 
ment, from the energy un- 
leashed in the Big Bang 15 
billion years ago, when it 
begaa 

Professor Frenk, of the 
physics and astronomy de- 
partment at Durham Univer- 
sity, said that the purpose of 
drawing the map was twofold: 


“One is the obvious one - we 
want to explore, in the same 
way as the pioneers in the 
15th and 16th centuries want- 
ed to find out what was on the 
Earth.” 

The second reason is more 
subtle: “The pattern of galax- 
ies that we see around us is 
like encoded information 
about the phenomena that 
happened in the very early uni- 
verse, dose to the time of the 
Big Bang 

“By decoding that pattern, 
we can understand the funda- 
mental processes of that in- 
stant” 

The first cartographers 
found it easiest to map shore- 


lines and large islands, and 
avoided excursions into the 
emptiness of oceans and 
“terra incognita”. 

Similar areas exist in space: 
the cosmic map shows that 
galaxies, each containing bil- 
lions of stars, often form dus- 
ters containing tens or 
thousands. These izi turn 
group into “superolusters”. 
which stand out from the ce- 
lestial voids on the map like is- 
lands in a vast ocean. 

“They really are voids.” said 
Professor Frenk. “They are not 
completely free of galaxies but 
thqy are fee rarer than in the 
superd listers.” 

The map is an interpretation. 


of data gathered by the now- 
defunct Infrared Astronomical 
Satellite (IRAS), which orbited 
the Earth, relaying data about 
the temperature and apparent 
distance of millions of celestial 
objects until its fuel ran out in 
1993. 

That dataset has now been 
analysed by a team from the 
UK and Germany, to produce 
a three-dimensional map of 
the view from inside or outside 
our location in the universe. 

“When we first got this map 
from the computer we were 
thrilled,” Professor Frenk said. 
“We knew it was one of the 
great maps of history.” 

IRAS could detect only mat- 


ter that gave out heat, but 
these results could also help to 
solve the mystery of “dark 
matter”. 

By measuring the apparent 
movement of galaxies, as- 
tronomers have deduced that 
the universe contains more 
matter than we can see with 
astronomical instruments. 

But what form it takes - 
whether as subatomic parti- 
cles, atom-sized black holes or 
simply as cold lumps of rock - 
is not yet known. 

Understanding the process- 
es of the Big Bang could in turn 
make clear what happened to 
all the matter that we cannot 



The “mappa mundi'’ of 1570 by Abraham (Melius: A 
guide for our seagoing pioneers 
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r the same price as a copy of The selected restaurants. Even better, when 
zdent - 45p - we are offering you use the card for the first time in con- 
chance to treat a friend to a junction with this Independent oifecLbe cost 
nd then save 25 per cent of one meal for a guest up to the value of 




F or the same | 
independent 
you the chant 
meat and tt 


* meat and then save 25 per cent 
every time you eat in selected restaurants. 

7ne Independent is running this offer as 
an introduction to Transmedia, the restau- 
rant card. All you need to do is collect four 
tokens from The Independent, and apply 
for a Transmedia card, as long as you hold 
a valid Visa, Mastercard, Delta or Ameri- 
can Express card This Transmedia card 
can be used in hundreds of restaurants in 
Britain as a payment card. You pay the fuD 
amount, and Transmedia wQl then refund 
25 percent of the bill directly to your Visa, 
Mastercard. Delta or American Express 


£20, will be just 45 pence. 

Ransmedia are able to offer this 
excellent value as they pre-purchase food 
and beverage “credits at a discounted 
price from selected restaurants, and then 
pass on the saving to the card-holder. 

When you apply for this offer, you 
will receive a membership pack, which 
contains the Transmedia listings of 
hundreds of selected restaurants in Britain. 
Cardholders win receive an updated 
version every three months. Membership 
of Transmedia normally costs £35 per 


account, excluding VAT and service - for annum, but with this offer you will receive 
example, if the bill comes to £300, you will six months’ trial membership for free. 


be refunded £25. 

The card can be used as often as you like^ 
for breakfast, lunch or dinner at any of the 
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six months' trial membership for free. 

So if you would like to treat a friend to a 
meal for the price of a newspaper - start 
collecting your tokens today.’ 
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Lloyd’s 
to insure 
on theft 
of tunes 
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Haven't I heard That Somewhere before? 
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SONGWRITERS ARE taking out 
insurance to defend them- 
selves against the cost of court 
actions alleging plagiarism. 

A London firm of brokers has 
issued a policy that will yield up 
to Gm if a songwriter has to pay 
legal fees and damages arising 
from a plagiarism claim. 

The firm. Robertson Taylor; 
which specialises in the music 
business, is not making public 
the cost of taking out the poli- 
cy: but it is understood to cost 
several thousand pounds. 

John Siicock, the firm's man- 
aging director, said one leading 
British songwritez; whom he 
would not name, had taken out 
the insurance. “It's something 
songwriters in the UK have not 
tended to think about," he said, 
“hut in a couple of years I think 
songwriters will be buying this 
insurance as standard." 

He added: “There has been 
a rising tide of plagiarism cases. 
And we were approached by a 
leading lawyer for the music in- 


by David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

dustry to set up this policy The 
new policy is underwritten by 
four Lloyd's syndicates. 

Copyright infringement 
claims arise fairly regularly, 
with many settled out of court 
They have grown more com- 
plex in the digital age with the 

advent of “sam pling " in which 

clips of older records are in- 
corporated into new record- 
ings, often in altered form. 

This is often openly ac- 
knowledged, most famously 
with the Verve’s “Bitter Sweet 
Symphony", which sampled 
bits of “The Last Tune" by the 
Rolling Stones. But even in 
that case, court action is still 
threatened. 

The issue was highlighted in 
the recent court victory by An- 
drew Lloyd Webber against an 
American composer who al- 
leged he had used a tune of his 
in The Phantom of the Opera. 




George Harrison 
“My Sweet Lord" 

A JUDGE ruled that the former Beatle’s 
1 970 song “My Sweet Lord" had - albeit 
unknown co him - adopted some of the 
melody from “He's So Fine" a 1 960s hit by 
The Chiffons, and the two songs shared a 
distinctive note progression. Harrison said 
at the time that it struck him as ironic, 
because The Beatles were the most imitated 
group in the world. As the controversy 
wound on, he became obsessive and would 
listen to tunes on the radio, trying to spot 
who had “borrowed” what from whom. 


Andrew Lloyd Webber 
“Phantom Of The Opera" 

LORD LLOVD-WESBER was accused by the 
somewhat lesser known Ray Repp, a 
Maryland composer of religious tunes, of 
lifting the title song co the musical from 
Repp's 1 978 number "Till You". Last 
month, after years of argument, a US court 
ruled for Lord Lloyd-Webber. Legal fees in 
the case have already reached £1 .4m. And, 
like the “Phantom". Mr Repp is determined 
not to disappear completely from the 
scene. He is launching an appeal against 
the decision. 


Verve 

“Bitter Sweet Symphony" 

THE ORIGINALITY of the 1 997 tune Of "Bitter 
Sweet Symphony" is not in doubt. But the 
band included in the violin backing a sample 
of the Roiling Stones 1 965 crack “The Last 
Time". As a result, the Stones receive 
royalties. And the wrangling isn't over. Andrew 
Loog Oldham, the 1 960s pop svengali who 
discovered and produced the Rolling Stones, 
is to sue the Verve's record company for at 
least £750.000 over claims that “Bitter Sweet 
Symphony" uses a theme composed by him in 
1963 For the Andrew Loog Oldham Orchestra. 


Spice Girls 
“U Can’t Dance" 

GIRL POWER was not enough to save the 
Spice Girls from problems when they included 
a P cune chat sounded suspiciously familiar on 
their first album. It was reminiscent of an 
obscure 1 970s record - "It s Just Begun by 
the Jimmy Castor Bunch - and was heard in 
the Spice track “U Can't Dance . It did not 
matter there is barely a Spice Girl fan rn the 
world who was bom in the Seventies. Minder 
Music, which part-owned the original, 
decided to show some publisher power and 
now gets 16 per cent of the song's royalties. 


Sir Tim Rice, writing m sup- 
port of his erstwhile collabora- 
tor, said: “In common with 
many contemporary songwrit- 
ers, I am becoming increadngly 
exasperated about the growing 


number of claims of spurious 
plagiarism being brought 
against successful composers. 

“The relationship of one 
piece of music to another can 
be a complex subject There are 


only so many notes in the scale, 
and it would require a judge in- 
jury highly sophisticated in 
musical matters to know 
whether a certain sequence of 
notes is completely original or 


legitimately based on a long- 
standing tradition, such as the 
blues. 

“1 have suffered in this way 
at the hands of such un- 
scrupulous writers, and have re- 
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luctantly come to the conclusion 
that even the most ridiculous 
claims are not worth the po- 
tential costs of defending them." 

Sir Tim's views were sup- 
ported by a list of songwriting 
l umin aries including Stephen 
Sondheim. Sr Elton John, Sting, 
Barry Gibb of the Bee Gees, Phil 

Collins and Mick Jaggen 

But not every composer sup- 
ports the Tim Rice stance. 
Michael Wild, a m usicals com- 
poser, claims similarities be- 
tween his own composition, 
“Gloria" and the Rice/Lloyd 
Webber song “Jesus Christ Su- 
perstar”, written 10 years later. 
And WQd points out that it is not 
easy 1° court cases to be the 
lesser-known composer. 

He rites the example of one 


case he has researched, one of ^ 
the strangest and least known ™ 
songwriting court cases of the 
century. Irving Berlin was ac- 
cused of having stolen some- 
body rise's work in the song 
“You’re Just in Love” from the 
musical Call Me Madam. The 
unknown composer, had. in 
fact proof that at an earlier date 
he had submitted liis material 
to Mr Berlin. 

The judge had little sympa- 
thy for the wronged party, stat- 
ing that “although it had been 
proved that the song was a di- 
rect crib, the unknown com- 
poser would never have had the 
opportunity to exploit it in theJk 
way Mr Berlin had done". The^ 
man was awarded very small 
damages. 
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THE CONTROVERSIAL biolo- 
gist Richard Dawkins has 
pitched into a fresh ethical 
debate by saying he would not 
object to his own daughter 
being cloned. 

Though he admitted that 
the first child to be cloned 
"would be a very unusual 
individual and might be laughed 
at in school", be said these 
were “not major problems". 

Professor Dawkins, of Oxford 
University, claimed that the 
process of doning was really no 
different from the natural way 
in which a fertilised egg splits 
in the womb to produce twins. 

“Anybody who objects to 
cloning on principle has to 
answer to all the identical twins 
in the world who might be 
insulted ijy the thought that 
there's Sumething offensive 
about their very existence. 
Clones are simply identical 
twins," he said. 

He told a BBC TOjrid Service 
programme to be broadcast 
tomorrow that be would be 
“delighted” if be could have a 
cherished pet cloned: “If I had 

a dog that I loved, and if this dog 
was getting old and might die 
soon, to have a young done of 
it would be perfedly deUgh tfuL" 

Professor Dawkins achieved 
fame for his 1976 book The 
Selfish Gene -which proposed 
a gene-centred view of evolu- 
tion - and for his attacks 
on religion and astrology. 
Concern from religious groups 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 

has led in the US to bans on 
government funding for hum an a 
cloning. Europe similarly h as • 
backed a ban on human cloning, 
pending ethical consideration. 

Professor Dawkins has no 
such doubts. Asked on the radio 
programme Agenda if he would 
be prepared to clone his daugh- 
ter he said: “If I have somebody 
that I love, and if there was 
some particularly good reason 
to have an identical twin... 
that’s all it is. There’s nothing 
new about it" 

Cloning takes the complete 
DNA from an adult cell and puts 
it into an empty egg celL Under 
certain conditions that will 
grow into a full adult - as with 
Dolly the sheep, produced from 
the udder cells of an adult 
Dolly’s DNA is an exact match 
of that of her “parent". 

But identical twins aiso have 
identical DNA, because they, 
come from the splitting of oneV 
fertilised egg in the womb. Yet 
identical twins do not show 
identical behaviour; as several 
studies have shown. 

“The only really deep reason 
people have for objecting to 
such a thing is that it offends 
some deep-seated sense - 
fiat's been called the ‘yuk’ 
reaction. It’s irrational" 
Professor Dawkins added. He 
human cloning 

could help childless couples 




PALM PILOT HANDHELD PC WITH 
HANDWRITING - 




LINK PRICE 


99 


SAVE 


£^^99* 

Includes £30 of calls 


Also available in store - 

^CELLNET PRE-PAY MOBILE PHONES from £ 


69 , 


PSION 8Mb HANDHELD PC WITH 
LAPTOP STYLE 

KEYBOARD saleprke 

M«fct scries s 0m J0 

Was 099.99 ■nlJ 

HURRY! OFFER 

ENDS 01/02/99 fcV V ^99 


RECOGNITION 

Modet 

PROFESSIONAL 
£V1 9.99 

PALM III 

HANDHELD PC 
WITH INFRA-RED 
COMMUNICATION 


SAVE 


EM3 



PSION HANDHEL D PC 

^9 dFfc Was L229.99 f SAVE) 

“S&S reT«i c199 


,129.. 

SALE PRICE 

M, 

SALE PRICE 


Glow-worms put 

lights out in pub 

cam>ot clear a WmlSfoffl C 'f' P0,t for 18 

that causes his pub to flood be- at Wort 

cause a nearhv min me . wre *an council tnM . 



APR 205%, 


f 0 SSBSS ftgwiw BSgwSnng I^^ r . Z T W irai EinMPiXTSi wm iWtwi ux>x> umb amount f b->» othpi m t BS reww m 'i 

• VOUCHER SPECIALS nir " w *' ^ ray**' uimq W, oodw W (or use »4h EH** at*r. 0rjncr. uw a*, [ROM* ir*a Qw a LLyluaaai ^ LIUi Mww M Eiy»*3 l»faf Mf aim n» «1I nwim. :mwi TOtiL WMBL£ £Z4? APB <Hfc W At HwlM)i Pji trts * B.» TOTH WWftl O * nn FA/ 

tUU ' LS ’.Hcjd Life:. 0H*t HUB W Th«a *** APS »» U bio, .a-H ! n dim, WW Muhlw UrM Mtonun M»Si! W.0h bIBt C* ElMi Bmtr AW ALJV% 

•'ccwwwewandrewwc* TZZZ — „ — ' Treats, f la <M.~» wjnmi t,#u» mMWMtt I1CBI DKl ».■*: S sc Waa wa XW- Hcnrt Waa NO. H«U tff? 7W. imws bumwBcimb.Mi'W taW I FIT n fc IV J 

* U « far phone = la art h ^ aavK,a ' m 3 ■=««•» *** un tL ukw rentpl darts iron 0750 ^ rwrjv'V'W W comwrt Is OeOnet O^dai E*u«i 63 Lw oawnre. S*-« ™*-m ra w,wj mortW* - 6 > CT7.VJ n 

- 27 num rA “<>"»« w «««•■ 10 •> Crtiw E«sm« « 8 itf. m pathfloc. Pacw pnw = £».*? = (TOO tv IS month-, fee mo^i , wMimn ^sOpermanin m *. mmmw 

8* w, .^enc Mfc are Ip M, -We. =rt ysu f 3™? ” *• "tm cal rate = «ppcr ;jr E . C ,ide *d 35e «r nA»K Hr C.tfnet "JJ* » SSMUSlS 

WCJ store xtnr / Min. »c «UI refsw the Q.ihnonw ’IwmM too" -rw-rttf, SarrH ecooerfed ti i.»hwi vOsaip-a to BT Ukr. servks Co-mecta » rrwM- Bhon» b cuWKI W tUlm. A tfeposa miy Be rroHred. AW to-sMfe Iw 


worms needs to breed. pro- 

Hoger Hotchldss has been I dor?t I^^squite fii^y. 
forced to close his pub on occa- wo ™, to «e the glow- 

sions when torrents of ralnwa- ^ rnunat «LThevam =. 

terhavegushedintothehanThe ma S lc ai. and at niSffa 

problem is a nearby drain but SSf T er ^ grass vfroS ^ 

his aundJ says machinerv- can- T h “ plythelit S^t®S® 

Mr Hotchkiss, who has run ^ whi, e. • 

the Brewery Inn in «* shn)p . IJWH* 

on the weather. 


f / ^ r 

it -**•'' 


m 



S W. - » 
■o H I 11 


iinrt 

dealt 


ist 


' s '-“: J 'T3a. 
■/. 4 tv Sv 

— . j 

■ • . 

. - ."ajj 

1 :: if 

<*5. 

■ ■ -,rr;. ■*. ,-Jt .a. • 

. ' • -»' 1 t Ka&r 

■ -•T’-^a.eDsr- 

; fZl wiriof iQ.- 


: •• , 

:v PCS3i?5 




\&P 


fHf; IV 


- ‘;> d ep En 



THE INDEPENDENT 

30 January 1QMO 




Trail of a 

scam that 

robbed 
Customs 
of £5 7 m 


“ ^ : Daw 


. ’ irk 'jU>H 

' - -- H 

f^inac. 

".-.-I infl 

1 "-- : '■-•yaiua; 


1 l js-ejfljj. 

Partin wat ; 

■ - vutcp. .vqc_ 
in JVty 

v y®'? 

•■■’■ ■•■'-Car* Jr 
r i"- - er. hii - 
-• rsrn-fg 

hi- m&ter- 

' ■ rk -.tx 
-i-V.J jJLST, £ 

■'•••'■'T.sv.asf 

- r &s*v. -:c 

■’■" S’: s' T h»n- 

■'> !ii3'£ 
. jo-;! Ty 

"’W fla 


orh 


“Siwoss' 

"-.'S'-'E} 

.:.fi(KSSR 

ha? 

2"fJS£ 


•_r rjjf 


V.^r«£ 2 
' /• -5e> 




THE SCALE of the scam would 
have brought tears to the eyes 
of the average fags 'if booze 
bootlegger plying their trade be- 
tween Dover and Calais. A rack- 
et that avoided paying duties of 
at least £57m, and stacked up 
proceeds running into millions, 
so many millions that Customs 
investigators have still not been 
able to calculate exactly how 
much the swindle netted. 

Britain's largest and best or- 
ganised smuggling gang, which 
flooded Britain with cheap al- 
cohol and cigarettes, has been 
_ -gnashed after a year-long in- 
' jlraational operation by Cus- 
toms investigators. 

More than 430 articulated 
lorryloads of top brands, in- 
ducting Bacardi, Malibu, Stella 
Artois drinks and Winston ciga- 
rettes were smuggled into 
Britain. The chieftains of the 
gang had started buyingyachts 
and villas in Spain from their mil- 
lions when they were arrested 

A series of trials in which 
eight Britons were convicted has 
just ended Customs are now ap- 
plying for confiscation orders 
against several of the men to 
seize their assets. 

the centre of the racket 
was Alan Carlton, 48, from Dart- 
ford, Kent, the proprietor of 
Carlton Transport, whose lor- 
ries smuggled the contraband 

Photographs of the tattooed 
and burly Carlton taken in 
Spain show a hard-faced man 
with a beer gut, a lurid taste in 
Hawaiian shirts, an ever pre- 
sent mobile phone in his hand 

Also central was Alan 
Brown, the 62-year-old chubby, 
bearded former mayor of 
Biurehara-on-Crouch in Essex. 
Using the alias of James Hey- 
wood his company, Melrose 
leading, was responsible for 
shipping the contraband 

The third key figure in the 
racket was Malcolm Hamilton, 
54. from Cold Norton, Essex, 
who eventually gave evidence 
for the prosecution after going 
ji the run to Turkey. 

The racket started with duty- 
free alcohol and consignments 
of cigarettes being illegally di- 
verted from the destinations 
stated on their customs docu- 
ments. In a vast “carousel" op- 
eration, 40ft lorryloads started 
in En gland and drove to desti- 
nations in Europe before re- 
turning home fully loaded At 
each point, high-value loads 
were picked up and dropped off 
to avoid tax and were sold on the 
black economy. 

Ft>r a year; British Customs 
co-operated with European col- 
leagues to smash the racket 
More than 400 Customs officers 
finally swooped in simultaneous 
raids across the UKand Europe 
in late 1995. 

Alan Reddrop, the officer in 
charge of operation, said yes- 
tereiay: “This was very much an 
E^-acket rather than a UK 
cae^.'e got a lot of help from our 
colleagues in Belgium, Spain 
and France." 

There have now been two 
major trials at Birmingham 
Crown Court, the first time 
prosecutions have successfully 
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Pamilton. a key figure in the racket, relaxing 
Jaggcq who was not involved 
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Alan Carlton, right, ringleader of the smuggling gang, whose members had started to invest their ill-gotten milli ons in the high life of southern Spain 


By Paul Lashmar 

been brought in Britain for 
crimes committed elsewhere in 
the EU. Other prosecutions 
have taken place in Europe. 

Evading tax on alcohol and 
tobacco is an increasing prob- 
lem for Customs. They esti- 
mated that last year, revenue of 
£ibn on tobacco and £22 0m on I 
alcohol was lost to the Treasury. 
The UK has the highest duties 
in the EU and Spain has the 
lowest. 

Customs inquiries into the 
fraud began in autumn 1994 
when investigators became sus- 
picious when quantities of an 
unusual cheap brand of whisky 
called “Lard" began turning up 
on the streets of Liverpool and 
cities in the North-west. The 
whisky had been held ina bond- 
ed warehouse in Gloucester 
and was supposed to have been 
shipped to Morocco via Spain. 

Then Customs became 
aware that the man behind the 
whisky operation was also look- 
ing for a bonded warehouse to 
store Wrnston cigarettes for 
shipment to Morocco. This was 
odd. because the Moroccan 
government has a stranglehold 
over the cigarette trade, and 
Morocco is better known as a 
country from which to smuggle 
tobacco to Europe. 

The Customs documents for 
the alcohol and cigarettes were 
stamped witii felse Spanish Cus- 
toms marks showing the goods 
had been exported from Spain 
to Morocco. In feet, neither the 
tarries nor the booze ever left the 
UK Instead, , their loads were 
soM through cash and cany out- 
lets throughout Britain. 

The gang then added a twist 
to the swindle. This time ciga- 
rettes actually went to Spain, 
but were never exported to Mo- 
rocco. Instead, they were illic- 
itly diverted on to the Spanish 
home market and sold cut- 
price. When Customs later went 
to diet* the delivery address in 
Casablanca where 20 lonyloads 
of cigarettes had purportedly 
been delivered, they found a 
small doorway at the end of a 
narrow alley in Rue de Fbs. 

The gang also began working 
on yet another elaborate scam. 
Lorryloads of beer and spirits 
were sent from the UK on real 
Customs documents showing 
the delivery address of a bond- 
ed warehouse in Antwerp - 
owned by a Belgian company 
also involved in the fraud. 

The alcohol was transported 
to Antwerp: But Caries tames 
were either turned round with 
the same load and smuggled 
back to the UK or the goods 
were transferred to another 
Carlton transport tony the next 
day and smuggled back. 

“Many consignments from 
Antwerp were being conveyed 
by Carlton's lorries to premis- 
es in the Midlands, North-east 
of England and Scotland,” said 
Alan Reddrop. “The loads were 
sold through cash and cany out- 
lets in those areas." 

In August and September 
1995, suspicious local Customs 
officials in Spain and France ar- 


rested several Carlton lorry 
drivers and seized their loads. 
On 12 September two Carlton 
lorries were intercepted in 
south-west France. One of the 
British drivers was being ac- 
companied by a Spaniard who 
turned out to be a known to- 
bacco smuggler: The vehicles 


and their cigarettes were seized 
and the men arrested. 

Eight (toys later a meeting 
was held in Brussels between 
senior officials from the UK 
Spain, Belgium and France. 
They agreed to work together 
to unravel the smugglers’ op- 
eration. AD movements of Carl- 


ton's lorries were monitored as 
they moved to and fire across 
EU borders. By November, 
Customs felt they had enough 
evidence to bring prosecutions. 
Simultaneous raids were 
mounted in Birmingham, 
Leeds, London and Glasgow, 
and 25 people were arrested. 


Searches were also carried out 
in Belgium. 

Customs believe the con- 
spirators evaded duty on the 300 
lonyloads on the carousel 
scam, a further 80 lorryloads di- 
verted in the UK and 50 more 
toads of cigarettes sent to Spain. 

There have been two trials 


dealing with different elements 
of the fraud. Carlton denied 
smuggling but was found guilty 
of the UK diversions . He was 
jailed for six and a half years. 
Brown and Francis Savage, 63, 
of east London, both admitted 
two charges of smuggling. Sav- 
age was jafled for three months. 


Brown is Ql and has yet to be 
sentenced. Hamilton will serve 
the equivalent of three years. 

Ebur other lorry drivers, 
bribed with £600 cash bonuses 
for each trip, were given sus- 
pended sentences of 12 to 18 
months for their part in divert- 
ing loads. 
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Horses of 

Dublin 
starve as 
floods hit 


razing 


THE SIGHT of horses grazing 
peacefully on patches of grass 
between the ugly concrete 
tower blocks in north Dublin 
has long been viewed as an al- 
ternative tourist attraction. 

Tbthered on patches of com- 
mon ground or allowed to wan- 
der freely around the city, they 
are a familiar sight to resi- 
dents and were even immor- 
talised in the film The 
Commitments . where they 
were shown being led into the 
lift of a multi-storey building. 

The writer Roddy Doyle was 
f orced to defend the scene after 
it va s greeted with howls of de- 
rision by those who had never 
been to the city. Dubliners hard- 
ly raised an eyebrow. 

But tlie horses may not form 
part of the urban landscape for 
much longer. 

Most of the animals belong 
to teenagers and young chil- 
dren who tether them on open 
land in parts of the city. Now 


BY KATE WATSON-SMYTH 

many horses and ponies have 
been left to fend for them- 
selves, dying a slow death from 
starvation because their young 
owners simply cannot afford to 
feed them. 

The constant downpours 
that have drenched the country 
since last summer have led to 
such severe flooding that there 
is a drastic shortage of fodder 
for both the horses, and for 
thousands of cattle on the 
farms. 

This has led to a sharp in- 
crease in the prices of what lit- 
tle hay and silage there is, and 
many of the young owners - 
some barely teenagers - cannot 
afford the feed, because even a 
small bale of hay now costs 
£3.50. 

Last Thursday, horse war- 
dens removed seven dead an- 
imals from open land in west 
Dublin. Earlier, a further 42 



A youngster out riding on a west Dublin estate, one of die areas where horses have been slowly starving through a lack of grass and bay for them to eat John og 


emaciated horses were re- 
moved by local authority staff 
from open land nearby, be- 
tween Clondalkin and Lucan to 
the west of the city. 

They had been forced to eat 
raw earth in their desperate 
hunt for food 

The lack of fodder has also 
affected Ireland’s dwindling 
number of livestock farmers. 
Last year’s long spells of rain 
left little time for muddy pas- 
ture ground to recover, reduc- 
ing the harvest of available 
hay usually held by farmers, 
and affecting output in east 
coast areas that normally gen- 
erate a surplus. 

Failing meat prices have 
meant that farmers cannot 


raise the money to buy sup- 
plementary fodder and many 
have left their cattle to fend for 
themselves by grazing at the 
side of the road Last week, in 
a stark illustration of the prob- 
lem, a desperate fanner 
dumped 20 emaciated cows 
and calves near Roscarbery, in 
Co Cork. 

The animals’ identifying ear- 
tags bad been cut off before the 
carcasses were abandoned, to 
prevent the health authorities 
from tracing the owner 

Gerard Buckley, the local 
veterinary officer, said there 
had been other cases of animal 
dumping elsewhere in Co Cork 
and warned of potential health 
hazards. He predicted the prob- 


lem would increase as the fod- 
der crisis continues. 

Irish farm organisations and 
animal welfare groups are be- 
coming increasingly alarmed at 
the problem, and Ciaran 
O'Donovan, the chief execu- 
tive of the Irish Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- 
mals^ISPCA), was meeting of- 
ficials from the Department of 
Agricultureyesterdayto beg for 
emergency funds. 

"We have had 25 per cent 
more rainfall than usual” he 
said. ‘"Normally at this time of 
year the grass should be grow- 
ing - but the rain is continuing 
the ground has turned to mud 
with animals trampling on it 
and nothing will grow. So we 


have a shortage of food left over 
from last summer and the 
prospect that no grass wffi grow 
until April or even May." 

The ISPCA said that cattle 
were facing serious health 
problems because they had 
been left standing in water- 
logged fields with no dry shel- 
ter to lie down and rest 

The problem is worst in 
pockets of the country where 
few formers are able to afford 
those supplies that are on sale 
at premium prices. 

Areas suffering the worst 
fodder shortages include west 
Limerick. Roscommon and 
parts of Donegal. In bacfly hit 
areas the price of silage has 
more than doubled in 12 


months.The crisis has led to an 
additional IR£li0m turnover 
of commercial animal feed- 
stuffs, up by 30 per cent on the 
normal sales level since last 
June. 

Tbagasc; the Irish state farm 
advisory body, has played down 
suggestions of a national feed 
emergency and urged farm- 
ers with problems to contact it 
for advice. 

A spokesman confirmed that 
between 40,000 and 50,000 of the 
Irish Republic’s 149,500 form- 
ers are now in difficulty. The 
total number of farmers has 
dropped by 30,000 since 1995. 

Derek Cunningham, a 
spokesman for the Irish Farm- 
ers’ Association, confirmed that 


the poor weather and the col- 
lapse in beef prices has caused 
the problem. 

“There are a lot of formers . 
who don’t have the cash and 
they’ve held on to animals they 
can’t get rid of” he said “Somei 
people are finding it very 
cult to get rid of poor-quality 
animals. " 

As a result many farmers 
have opted to sell for more 
cattle than usual since Christ- 
mas, leading to even lower 
prices from meat processors. 

This has put them in a Catch ' 
22 situation, squeezed between 
the prohibitively high feed 
prices and their reduced in- . 
come as cattle markets yield 
lower revenues. 
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MAKER TO THE ADMIRALTY 
The ‘Regatta’ Pilot Chronograph 

A truly 
evocative 
military 
timepiece. 


“Patented.” double rotor highly accurate 
quartz movement 

«sr 

Polished stainless steel case with 
scratch proof crystal glass 
«Kr 

Water resistant to 50 metres 
S3* 

Subsidiary seconds and 30 minute timer 
dials with date window at six-o-clock 

« 

Luminous hands and numerals on black dial 


ONLY AVAILABLE 
FROM SEWILLS 


YOU NEED SEND 
NO MONEYNOW 


Black sharkskin leather strap 

f|L j|fj 


T iis wonderfully evocative timepiece is similar to the 
Standard Issue’ watch given to many senior military 
personnel throughout World War II. The design has 
become a classic in historic horological terms. Now you 
have the opportunity to acquire this authentic timepiece of 
rare precision, style and function. 


1NRI 


To reserve your ‘Regatta’ Pilots Watch 

CALL DIRECT ON FREEPHONE 

0800 731 9997 

Lines open 8.30am - 5.00pm Mon - Fri 
and 1 0.00am - 4.00pm Sat and Sun 
Or complete and fax/post the coupon opposite. 

Fax on 0151 708 6777 or post to: 

Sewills Sales, FREEPOST (LV 7185), 

1 PO Box 251. Liverpool L69 3BR. 


1 1 wish to reserve my ‘Regatta’ Pilot Chronograph. 

1 1 understand that I need send no money now and that 
1 1 will be invoiced for £149.95 on acceptance of mv order. 

| PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY Includes FREE UK delivery 

I Mr/Mis/Ms/Miss 

[ Address 


Postcode 


A 


To bdp id fcri&ac ddrtBT pleat carat that ]nu a*tr rocr rriephonr number 
daytime evening 
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{ You may return vow Regina Pilot Chronograph within 7 daw of rewipr j 
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Dobson gives GPs 
power over NHS 4 


A SEISMIC SHIFT in the NHS 
will switch control of the vast 
bulk of its £40bn budget from 
hospitals and health authorities 
to family doctors and nurses. 
The Health Bill revealed yes- 
terday is to transform general 
practice into the driving force 
behind the NHS. 

From April, 481 Primary 
Care Groups covering Eng- 
land will be established, re- 
placing the discredited GP 
fundholtfing system, which cov- 
ers half the population, with the 
eventual aim of giving the 
groups responsibility for ail the 
care provided to their patients. 

The BiU also establishes new 
mechanisms to prevent a re- 
peat of the Bristol heart babies 
disaster by instituting checks 
on quality in every hospital, 
known as “clinical gover- 
nance", and a hit squad called 
the Commission for Health Im- 
provement to solve problems. 

Other measures include the 


By Jeremy laubance 
Health Editor 


creation of joint budgets be- 
tween the NHS and social ser- 
vices, tough new rules to 
prevent drug company profi- 
teering, and changes to the 
professional self-regulation of 
doctors. 

At the heart of the Hill lie the 
plans for general practice. Ini- 
tially. the Primary Care Groups, 
made up of about 50 GPs each, 
will advise health authorities on 
allocation of funds to hospitals 
and community services, mov- 
ing by stages to take over their 
commissioning functions. 

Prom April 2000, the first Pri- 
mary Care Trusts will be set up, 
running community hospitals 
and district nursing services 
and offering a low-tech alter- 
native to the hi-tech care of 
large hospitals. Patients win not 
notice the change at first, but 
the moves win accelerate the 


trend to more care in GP surg- 
eries and health centres. By 
giving family doctors and their 
professional colleagues con- 
trol of the health budget, the 
range of services provided in 
surgeries and health centres 
will expand Hospitals will be- 
come increasingly specialised 
and there will be fewer of them. 

The question is whether 
family doctors and their col- 
leagues have the will or the ex- 
pertise to manage the vast 
sums involved. 

Dr Jonathan Levy, a GP 
fundholder in Mill Hill, north 
London, said: “It is going to be 
awfuL I am a doctor and I want 
to get on with treating patients. 
To get what you want you have 
to be on the committee but tny 
main aim will be to ensure it 
doesn't take up too much time." 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary 
of State for Health, said yes- 
terday that the new freedoms 
for Primary Care Trusts would 


lead to the development of 
walk-in health centres on the 
high street, providing day 
surgery, health screening, 
physiotherapy and advice clin- 
ics. Money from the NHS mod- 
ernisation fund will pay for 
complete computerisation of 
doctors’ surgeries. 

He said: “The changes we 
are making will take time. But 
[theyl will totally transform 
how toe health service cares for 


times appear to be organist 
the other way around." 
Department of Health of 

rials said the aim of the Bill wj 

to make the NHS faster ai 

more convenient for patients, 
guarantee standards acres 
the country, and to ensure to- 
healthcare and social service 
worked together to meet tt 
needs of patients. 


Amateur actress spoke of her 
hate for lover’s pregnant wife 


CTEUR ACTRESS ac- 
: murder confided that 
id her lover’s wife only 
efore she killed hen a 
ard yesterday. 

» Brown told the jury at 
Crown Court that her 
enny Cupit, was upset 
she learnt Kathryn 

a deputy head teacher; 


upit, a former hair- 
FBorrowdale Avenue, 
in, has pleaded not 
[unferingMrsIinafcer; 
; of her four-month-old 
r home in Fenketh on 
ist year The mother 
to is 24, has admitted 
hter on the grounds of 
•d responsibility but 


by Harriet tolputt 

the Cfrown is contesting her plea. 

Mrs Brown met Mrs Cupit 
and her husband Nick at toe 
Centenary Operatic Dramatic 
Society, where Mrs Linaker and 
her husband Chris were also 
members. Mrs Cupit and Mr 
Linaker began a relationship in 
January 1997. Mrs Brown told 
the court that Mrs Cupit had 
confided in her about the affair 
She said: “Jenny started 
crying, and she said Kathy was 
pregnant Jenny was crying a lot 
but she made it dear that she 
was seeing Chris I said she 
should leave them to it” 

Mrs Brown told Alex Carlile 
QC, for the prosecution, of a tele- 


. - going 
to leave; that she hated Kathy 
because she had something that 
Jenny didn’t She said Kathy had 
a perfect family and that here 
was breaking up." 


involved wi: 


wuuu wxrtafli mnnnn ^ gjg 

witness told Adrian Fhlford QC 
for the defence, that she was 
worried about the effect the 

affair was having on her friend. 

The defendant's mother-in- 



“Shecam 

with a knife. 

I didn’t mea 
Mrs Cu 
the officer 


a split personality. She said- 
‘Jenqy was a very affectionate 
girt but could be very hurtful ” 
to then heart the 
tape of Mrs Cupit’s interview 


d °wn, and 
about it an ( 
realty start 
came at rm 
“I tome 
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Nato may send 200,000 to Kosovo 


AS RENEWED violence erupt - 
e d in Kosovo. Nato military 
chiefs stepped up detailed 
preparations for the politically 
charged option of sending 
ground troops to Kosovo Up to 
-00.000 men could be required, 
depending on the outcome of 
negotiations between Belgrade 
and the ethnic Albanians on a 
settlement of the conflict. 

Early yesterday. Yugoslav 
security forces killed >5 ethnic 
Albanians in 3 raid on a sus- 
pected rebel hideout. Later. 


By Katherine Butler 
in Bruss els 

Yugoslav army tanks be gan 
Bring at Kosovo Liberation 
Army positions near the village 
cl Ljupue. about nine miles 
north of Pristina. 

Panicking refugees, who had 
taken cover in Albanian homes 
in the area to escape lighting 
I wo days earlier, piled on trac- 
tors and horse carts to flee what 
they feared was an imminent 
onslaught. One Serb police- 


man was killed in the attack on 
the village of Ftogovo, about 45 
miles south-west of Pristina, 
near the Albanian border. In- 
ternational monitors confirmed 
the “shocking" death toll, wtiich 
the Albanians claimed was 
brought about by an army as- 
sault on a civilian bus. 

The raid occurred as (he six- 
nation Contact Group called ail 
parlies in the conflict to an 
international conference next 
week at Rambouillct near Paris 
to negotiate a settlement with- 


in seven days, granting "sub- 
stantial autonomy" - but not 
independence - to the 
A! banian-majority province. 

If these talks succeed, then 
deployment of Nato troops on 
the ground will be essential- 

"Clearly, guaranteeing im- 
plementation of the deal will be 
a key part of the negotiations.” 
a Nato official said. “Other- 
wise the agreement will not 
hold up. especially where you 
have a hell of a lot of weapons, 
a proliferation of armed groups. 


a legacy oF hatred and history 
of human rights abuse." 

Germany yesterday joined 
Britain and France in pledging 
troops to police an autonomy 
deal, and Washington is edging 
towards acceptance of the id*** 
Even so Nato officials admit 
that it is extremely difficult to 
plan precisely for a ground 
troop presence, when the 
shape of any political settle- 
ment is still unknown. 

It remains to be seen for ex- 
ample whether unarmed veri- 


fiers from the Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in 
Europe tOscei would continue 
to have a role. 

Three scenarios have been 
outlined by military planners. 
These suggest that 36.000 is tbe 
minimum number of troops re- 
quired to monitor a ceasefire 
and peace agreement if the 
talks go ahead and produce the 
desired result. A 2,300 strong 
French-led Nato unit stationed 
in Macedonia ior the evacuation 
of Osce monitors would proba- 


bly provide the vanguard of 
this presence. If talks break 
down with no agreement on the 
political future of Kosovo but a 
ceasefire holds, then Nato plan- 
ners estimate that 60,000 men 
will be needed - as well as an 
explicit agreement with Pres- 
ident Milosevic on the terms of 
a ground troop presence. Nato 
diplomats said. 

If talks fail and there is no 
ceasefire then 200.000 troops 
would be required to impose 
peace. This would drag Nato 


Lewinsky’s 
evidence to 
be on video 


THE ONE-TIME White House 
trainee. Monica Lewinsky, 
faces further questioning about 
her relationship with Presi- 
dent Clinton on Monday, when 
she becomes the first of three 
witnesses called to testify in the 
~ ynate impeachment trial. 
'a tide r the rules passed by the 
Senate late on Thursday, "how- 
ever. the interview will take the 
form of a “deposition” - ques- 
tioning under oath in private. 

Whether Ms Lewinsky or 
either of the other two named 
witnesses - .Mr Clinton's busi- 
nessman friend Vernon Jordan, 
and his aide. Sidney Blumen- 
thal - appear in the Senate in 
person will be decided only 
after the depositions have been 
token and made available to 
senators. Although the inter- 
views will be videotaped, there 
is no provision at present either 
them to be viewed by the 
Senate or to be made public. 

The outline arrangements 
for the continuation of the trial, 
which stuttered through a se- 
ries of acrimonious stalemates 
this week, envisage final votes 
on the two Articles of Im- 
peachment against Mr Clin- 
ton - the one alleging peijury, 
the other obstruction of justice 
- on or before 12 February, the 
day before a congressional hol- 
iday for Abraham Lincoln's 
birthday. Democrats' hopes of 


By Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington 

making that date definite failed, 
however, as did their attempt to 
limit the duration of the depo- 
sitions and to prevent the tapes 
of the witnesses’ testimony 
ever becoming public All these 
highly contentious points will be 
subject to Senate votes once the 
depositions have been taken. 

Each of the witnesses will be 
questioned by one of the House 
prosecutors, and two senators 
will preside. Defence lawyers 
for Mr Clinton will be able to 
cross-examine them. One day 
has been set aside for each, so 
the deposition stage should be 
over by next Thursday, when 
the Senate is set to reconvene. 

While the Republicans were 
generally satisfied the trial 
would proceed, there was dis- 
appointment in the Senate and 
in wider political rirdes that the 
arrangements had had to be put 
to a vote and that the vote had 
been on party lines. Behind the 
scenes, the White House was 
also concerned about a {dan for 
ending the trial that was gain- 
ing currency in the Senate. 
This would entail approval of a 
“finding of fact" statement, 
which would set out what sen- 
ators believed to be the truth of 
the Lewinsky affair before they 
voted ou whether to convict 



Soldiers attempting to prevent a mob from breaking into the Bed Cross supply centre in Armenia, Colombia, yesterday Henry Romero 


Slap in face for young blondes 
as over-40 wins TV bias case 


easy@demon[no,4] 


By Mary dejevsky 
in Washington 

IF YOU have ever been infuri- 
ated by tbe formulaic TV news 
shows in the US, which pair a 
blandly handsome male of any 
age with a decidedly under- 
forties blonde, this veniict is for 
you. A court in Connecticut 
has awarded Janet Peckin- 
paugh, who is now very much 
the “wrong” side of 40 but still 
almost blond, more than $8m 
i£5m> in compensation after 
she was dropped as a $200,000- 
plus-a-year Dews presenter. 

The'award, which is subject 
to appeal, is for lost earnings, 
hurt feelings and breach of 
contract. Within hours, the im- 
ni^jations were reverberating 
uriVutfi the glitzy world of 
American television, where one 
(female) executive defended 
the policy of pairing young 



Peckinpaugh: Her grey 
matter did not count 

women with mostly older men 
as mirroring “the man and 
woman in the audience". 

Ms Pe ckinpaugh had sued 
the WFSB network, which is an 
affilia te of CBS, on multiple 
counts of sex and age discrim- 
ination. She claimed that she 
had elected to remain at foe sta- 


tion in earlier years - turning 
down lucrative offers from na- 
tional stations - because of as- 
surances that she would be 
able to “grow grey" on the air. 
Unfortunately for Ms Peckin- 
paugh, this is not what hap- 
pened. Her network turned out 
to be just like all of the others. 

One day in 1994, she was 
called in to re-audition for her 
job, paired with a new male pre- 
senter So were foe two other 
female presenters. The tapes 
were shown to a “cross-section" 
of viewers, and Ms Peckin- 
paugh - the oldest of the three 
- came last Her contract was 
not renewed, and she was re- 
duced to an early-morning pre- 
senter’s job at a much smaller 
status) on 20 per cent of her pre- 
vious pay. 

One of Ms Peckinpaugh’s 
complaints was that the station 
never even considered pairing 


two of foe women presenters, 
so determined were they to 
keep the male-female pairing 
that pervades American TV 
Almost the only time two female 
presenters are paired is on 
public holidays (when the men 
seem to get foe day offi and on 
minor specialist stations, like 
the Weather Channel and Court 
TV Even then, the male- 
female pairing is more usual 
Strictly speaking, the jury 
found WFSB liable for dis- 
crimination on foe basis of sex, 
not age, but the two were so 
closely bound together that it 
hardly mattered. The few 
women who survive on screen 
past their forties become in- 
terviewers or executives. The 
coveted role of news presenter 
goes to the men 

If he needs extra authority, 
he is paired with a bubbly or 
modest young woman. 
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Denmark’s only Rembrandt stolen 

TWO MEN overpowered an elderly security guard in 
Copenhagen and stole two paintings - one a Rembrandt - 
from an art gallery in Nivaa, 12 miles north of foe Danish 
capital The Rembrandt - Portrait of a Lady - dated 1632, 
was the only certified genuine work by the Dutch master 
in Denmark. 

Life for kiHer who beheaded victim 

A WHITE labourer in Independence, Virginia, convicted of 
burning a black man alive and beheading him, was jailed 
for life Emmett CresselL 38, apologised for foe anguish 
suffered by the victim’s family but said he was innocent. 

Classes condemn homosexuality 

SUNDAY SCHOOL lessons on how homosexuals ran 
“change" will be offered for the first time to adults at US 
Southern Baptist churches tomorrow. They are aimed at 
condemning homosexuality but not homosexuals. 

Vow to trap Cape Town bombers 

^SOUTH AFRICA’S Minister for Safety and Security Sydney 
^Mufamadi, vowed to end a wave of urban terror 
and catch bombers who injured ll people in an explosion at 
the city’s main police station an Thursday. 

Levi’s building in cancer scare 

THE JEANS MAKER Levi Strauss 

abandoned part of its San Franasco HQ ^ October 
after seven women workers developed breast cancer. The 
Saddleman building was declared safe after an inquiry. 


£1,700 a week for 
EU ‘fraud busters’ 


fill in the missing number in this sequence 


MEMBERS OF a committee in- 
vestigating fraud, nepotism and 
mismanagement in foe Euro- 
pean Commission will not go 
unrewarded, sources revealed 
yesterday. 

Each of the five-strong team 
wfll be offered £6,800 a month, 
plus allowances for travel and 
accommodation, with a daily al- 
lowance of £210 for staying in 
Brussels. A separate sum has 
been set aside for office space 
ifnecessaiy. 

The proposed spending of 
more than £100.000 will come 
from European Union funds, 
split between foe Parliament 
and the Commission. 

The committee, made up of 
senior ex-judges and adminis- 
trators, was difficult to assem- 
ble. Two ofthe three shortlisted 

Britons refused to serve and the 
other was replaced because 
he is related to an MEE They 
have to produce a preliminary 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

report by 15 March, and finish 
the investigation by June. The 
committee was set up as a re- 
sult of the bitter conflict be- 
tween the European Parlia- 
ment and the European Com- 
mission over fraud allegations. 

Parliamentarians were de- 
flected from their threat to 
sack the entire European Com- 
mission partly by foe promise 
of the new investigation. Yes- 
terday the European Commis- 
sion said H would waive the 
confidentiality rule for officials 
called by the committee. 

Roy Perry, Conservative 
budgetary control committee 
spokesman, said: “This com- 
mittee may be a fig leaf, and 
could be a very expensive fig 
leaf It is strange for them to be 
paid by the month, rather than 
a one-off figure, or by results." 


into a protracted engagement 
and even foil-scale war with tbe 
Serbs. Nato planners say troop 
deployment in this case would 
have to be preceded by an aer- 
ial bombing campaign to crip- 
ple Seri) defences. 

It is conceivable but unlike- 
ly that Sfor. the 34,000 strong 
Nato troop presence in Bosnia, 
would be "siphoned off" to 
boost foe numbers in Kosovo, 
one Nato official said adding: 
"We will still need a strong 
presence in Bosnia” 


Rioting 
breaks 
out in 
Armenia 


By Phil Davison 
in Armenia 


FOOD RIOTS broke out in this 
earthquake-battered Colombian 
dtyyekerday despite the arrival 
of 3.000 army troops to maintain 
order 

Starving quake vic tims , 
including well-dressed house- 
wives. old men and school- 
children, stormed down city 
streets, shouting that they had 
seen none of foe food pouring in 
from around foe world. 

Sturdy young men kicked the 
metal shutters of a downtown su- 
permarket until they gave way. 
As word spread that troops were 
on their way tfaqy threw food out- 
side for the others to pick uqp. 

People fought among them- 
selves to grab anything they 
could find. Food was scattered 
across foe street and the most 
desperate victims scooped up 
handfuls of rice. 

When troops arrived, they 
were obviosly confused and 
reluctant to shooL “We're not 
going to shoot our own people. 
We’re here for their security," 
said an unidentified army 
colonel. “These people are des- 
perate. They need food." 

The soldiers' reaction 
appeared to isolate President 
Andres Pastrana and local 
politicians, widely criticised for 
failing to distribute several hun- 
dred tons of food that have 
arrived since Monday's quake. 
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A ‘witch’ 


is burnt 


in rural 


Pakistan 


THE BAIN finally came to the 
Punjab last week. Two days of 
downpour turned its red dust 
to mud. The fieldsare now spot- 
ted with rust-coloured pools re- 
secting a heavy, grey sky. 

The land is fertile, irrigated 
by the huge canal system built 
by the British. Thousands of vil- 
lages, still known by the num- 
bers the Raj administrators 
gave them, sit like islands in a 
sea of wheat, cotton and sugar 
cane. To the east lies the 
Cholistan desert, known local- 
ly as the walking sands. 

Two weeks ago, in the vil- 
lage of Chak 100R an old. mad 
woman was burnt alive. The in- 
cident barely made the local 
papers, let alone the national 
news. But the story of Mu- 
radam Mai is the story of mod- 
ern Pakistan. 

How Muradam Mai died is 
simple. She burnt to death, 
screaming, when villagers 
poured petrol over her and lit 
it. Why she died is less 


By Jason Burke 
in Chak 1001? Punjab 


straightforward. It is a mixture 
of Chaucer, Arthur Miller and 
Umberto Eeo, touching mad- 
ness and witchcraft, resur- 
gent Islam, sexism, racism 
and an administration rotten to 
the core. 

Muradam Mai’S nightmar e 
began two years ago when, her 
family says, she started be- 
having “stupidly". Her moods 
swung from ranting anger to 
passivity. She also began dis- 
appearing for weeks at a time. 

Last June, a doctor diag- 
nosed her as paranoid schizo- 
phrenic and referred her to a 
hospital in Lahore, 300 miles to 
the north. The referral was a 
joke- he- fomDy could not even 
afford the bus fere, let alone 
medication. Her husband took 
another wife and her wander- 
ings worsened. 

At 8am on 8 January Mu- 
radam Mai was found sitting in 



Jason Burke 


Maduram Mai’s handprints on the wall of the shrine from where she was dragged and burnt to death In fee Punjab village of Chak 100P (right) ‘ /uow 

Chair lQOPs village shrine sur- burnt the Koran, so we burnt ligion is angrier titan ours was lage elders were able to pro- “The accusation of burning A? ^^^three 

^.m^KirhirntmnvThanL nffirpn at that sop Rut tr> hum the duce the Koran Muradam Mai a Koran was an excuse for tne says y 


Chak lQOFs village shrine sur- 
rounded ty burnt paper The vil- 
lagers say she had been 
burning pages from the shrine's 
Koran, (he Muslim holy book. 

A group of mem dragged her 

to the village square. Her fin- 
gers were cut off and her eyes 
put out, probably with a stick. 
Two men poured petrol over 
her and lit it Other villagers 
then stoked the flames and 
lyres filled with kerosene were 
dropped over hec When the po- 
lice arrived, around noon, Mu- 
radam Mai was very dead and 
a crowd of 70 gloating men 
stood around her corpse. “She 


burnt the Koran, so we burnt 
her’ 1 they told officers. 

As far as the police are con- 
cerned the reasons for the 
murder are dear “These peo- 
ple acted in a regrettable way 
but are strong M uslims . We 
have identified the suspects 
and they will be brought to 
book,” promised Maqsood 
Ahmed, the local police chief 

The village elders agree 
that the case is straig htforwa rd. 
Chakl OOP’s headman, Ishfeq, 
said the woman (fled because 
the villagers “love Islam”. 

“It was the young men who 
did it,” Ishfeq said. “Their re- 


ligion is angrier titan ours was 
at that age. But to burn the 
Koran is a terrible t hing . Fm 
not saying what happened was 
good but such anger is difficult 
to contain." 

However, it is not certain 

the paper Muradam Mai burnt 
was from the Koran at afl. 
False allegations of Koran 
burnin g - a criminal act pun- 
ishable by death under Pak- 
istan's blasphemy laws -are a 
favourite ploy in family feuds 
or land disputes. They are also 
often made against ethnic or 
religious minorities. Last week 
neither the police nor the vfl- 
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lage elders were able to pro- 
duce the Koran Muradam Mai 
was supposed to have burnt 
Instead, according to some 
locals, Muradam Mai may ac- 
tually have burnt only paper 
charms given her by a local holy 
man -a “pir”- in the hope that 
her mertol health would be re- 
stored. Such rituals are rarely 
remarked on. But Muradam 
Mai was already a target 
“This woman was an out- 
cast She was hated and feared 
for supposedly casting curses 
or; at the very least bringing 
bad luck on the village.” said Dr 
Aslam Naru. a local teacher: 


Whing. It was a witch-hunt hours to rame. de^ite their 
like in Europe centuries ago." headquarters being only a 
Acconfing to Akram Bhatti, 20-minute dnveaway 


who owns much of the land 
around Chak 1001? there were 
other reasons for the animos- 
ity suffered fay Muradam Mai. 
He says she had transgressed 
a number of basic codes: she 
was a single women, wander- 
ing alone and not property in 
“purdah" - the strict seclusion 
of women traditionally followed 
in rural Pakistan. She was 
mentally 3L And she was also 
Soriaki - a local ethnic minor- 


But the crucial factor, said 
Bhatti, was that Muradam Mai 
had no one who was prepared 
to protect her. “She needed 
someone to look after her ... 
but no one came.” he said. 

In a society where the 
strong bully the weak and the 
weak prey on the even weak- 
en Muradam Mai’s memory 

will last onfy as long as it takes 
the r ain to wash a smudge of 
ash from the red Punjabi soiL 


Religious gangs bring 
fear to Indonesia 


j BY DlARMID O’SULLIVAN 
J in Jakarta 


ON THE tropical Indonesian is- 
land ofAmbon. people live in fear 
of Christian and Muslim gang ; 
I who hare murdered as maqyas 
j 200 peopie in a week. The vio- 
lence is the latest of several riots, 
and fears are growing that reli- 
| gious and racial tensions are 
] reaching breaking print 
; For the past week, people 
have been pulled from cars by 
gan^ and stabbed Murdered for 
having the wrong religion on 
their Identity cards, ffolice say 
that at least 65 people have been 
kffled with another 62 in hospi- 
tal Unofficial totals go up to 200. 

An uneasy lull has now set- 
tled. although there are daily re- 
ports of violence on nearby 
islands. Only a handful of shops 
are open. People leave their 
homes only to look for food 

In Ambon city epicentre of 
the killing, solders armed with 
ageing rifles guard every street 
but admit privately that they 
cannot stop the violence if ft 
flares up again. 

“It is quiet, but if s not under 
control. Violence could break 
out at any time. There's a feel- 
ing of vengeance because so 
many people died," says a 
Dutch journalist in Ambon, 
once a base for Holland's spice- 
trading empire. 

Most Ambonese are Chris- 
tians, and many of the vi ctims 
were Muslim immigrants from 
the nearby island of Sulawesi 

Most of Indonesia’s 200 mil- 
lion people are technically Mus- 
lims, though many are not 
devout The country has a rep- 
utation for being more tolerant 



An Ambonese man walks 
past honses-cum-shops 
gutted in riots AP 


than some other big Asian coun- 
tries wife a mix of religions, such 
as India and Pakistan. %£ since 
the fell of President Suharto 
last May that reputation has 
started to unraveL 

There have been smaller 
communal riots m recent weeks 
on Other Indon esian islands, 
including Timor Sulawesi and 
Sumatra. Seven people, most of 
them Ambonese gangsters, 
were butchered by Muslims in 
Jakarta in November it istft 
dear yet if revenge for these 
deaths is a fiactor in the violence. 
The police say that hoodlums 
from Jakarta may be involved. 


The violence in Indonesia is not 
as widespread as some foreign 
news reports suggest Most 
areas of this vast archipelago 
are still peaceful. But the prob- 
lems are likely to get worse. 

The first free elections in 40 
years are due to be held an 
7 June; and many people fear 
bloodshed as more a hun- 

dred parties jostle for support 
An economic crisis has driven 
milli ons of people into poverty; 
and street crime is rising 
Many people say that ele- 
ments of the rid Suharto regime 
are stirring up the riots because 
they fear bring called to ac- 
count for misuse of power 
The former president is 
being investigated for corrup- 
tion. He still has mazy loyalists 
in the army, the bureaucracy 
and the criminal underworlcL 
Abdur rahman Whhrid, an in- 
fluential and outspoken Muslim 
leader went to see Suharto on 

Wfednesday night at his Jakarta 
mansion. “I asked him to use his 
in fl ue n ce to stop his followers 
from causmga commotion which 
could disrupt the elections, in- 
cluding the Ambon case a nd 
riots in other areas," he said It 


Much depends on what the 
armed forces do.The sokfiers, ri- 

vided and unpopular have been 
unable to stop the riots. Their 
commander; General Wiranto, 
is both a cautious reformer and 
a protege of Suharto. 

“I th i nk we are nearing the 
pomt where Wiranto will have to 
make a break with his past and 

damp down on Suharto’s old 
Suard," says Marz »M Danis- jf 
man, who heads the govern- ■ 
ment’s human rights team. 
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Misery engulfs millions 
seethes with more wars 


gv Alex Duval smith 

MORE COUNTRIES i n sub . 
ba J ar ?f 1 Africa are currently irv 

v^uwarathanilaiyiinK 

id the 40 years that have passed 
since they began to gain inde- 
; Vj pendence. 

It was easy. during the Cold 
War. to see Africa's crises in 
terms of East-West allegiances 
with a soupcon of Fran cophone - 
Anglophone rivalry thrown in. 

But now the causes of con- 
flicts within and bevond the ar- 
tificial borders traced bv colonial 
powers are different and more 
base. Millions of Africans are dis- 
placed and thousands are dying 
in wars due to greed, a lust for 
power ethnicity and the poiso- 
nous combination of a brain- 
drain and widespread illiteracy. 

Democratic elections seem 
to make little difference; reg- 
istration or ballot-counting pro- 
cedures are often shams. 

The West ponders interna- 
tional debt reliet because it 
pauperises people. But as one 
delayed passenger at Dakar 
said while he watched a stream 
of heads of state in private jets 
'"fly in fora summit: “We are de- 
layed for them and the only 
thing the world’s banks want to 
do is relieve them of their debt 
so they can buy more planes.” 

In Sierra Leone, from which 
the Nigerian-led Ecornog force 
may withdraw once it has se- 
cured the capital, Freetown, a 
weak, democratically elected 
government is threatened by 
army rebels and thugs who 
are backed by Charles Taylor, 
the Liberian president 

Mr Taylor, a warlord turned 
democrat, is paranoid about 
.’oups and greedy for Sierra 
■leone's diamonds. The small 
'".test African country has been 
at war, on and off since its first 
democratic elections in 1996. 

Burkina Faso has sent mer- 
cenaries to fight with the rebels 
in Sierra Leone. The forces re- 
sisting the Ecomog effort to se- 
cure President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah have links to rebels in 
Casamance, the southern Sene- 
galese region that may have oil, 
and Guinea-Bissau which 
shares its ethnic make-up. 

In the Horn of Africa, 
Ethiopia and Eritrea are once 
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Pascal 

Lissouba 


CONGO-BRAZZAV1LLE 

A countrywide civil 
war continues to be 
fought out between 
President Nguesso's 
forces and the Zulu 
and Ninja militias 
who are fiercely loyal 
to the man he 
overthrew in 1 997. 

Pascal Lissouba De 
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The capital of this 
splintered nation 
with no central 
government is still 

divided between 

these two warlords. 
300.000 people are 
severely affected by 
the continuing dan 
conflict in the south 
of the country 
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Ahmed Tejan Charles 

Kabbah Taylor 

In one of the mosc brutal wars on the 
continent, rebels believed to be backed 
by Liberian leader Charles Taylor have 
lust been driven out of Freetown. Bur 
when President Kabbah's Nigerian 
backers pull out they are likely to return 
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Jf\ BURUNDI 


Kinshasa 


: collapsed back into civil war in 
! December. President dos Santos and 
Unita leader Savimbi have spent mosc of 
the 24 years since independence fighting 
each other and destroying their country 
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The war in the DRC has drawn In several 
countries and remains the most 
dangerous flashpoint on the continent. 
Uganda's President Museveni is lending 
support to the rebels fighting to 
overthrow President Kabila, while 


Arthur Zahidi Robert 

Ngoma Mugabe 

Zimbabwe's Robert Mugabe has sent his 
army in to combat the rebels - whose 
leader Arthur Ngoma has split from his 
one-time allies. Mugabe’s war effort is 
wreaking havoc on Zimbabwe's economy 
leading to rumours of attempted coups 
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again at daggers drawn over a 
border dispute the Organisation 
of African Unity has foiled to 
quelL 

Eritrea’s President Isaias 
Efwarki, insists on a compre- 
hensive redrawing of the colo- 
nial border But Ethiopia wants 
Eritrean troops to withdraw to 
a borderline that its troops 
breached in May last year. 


Somalia has not had a gov- 
ernment since 1991 when the 
former dictator Mohammed 
Siad Barre, was overthrown 
afler2l years. Ethnic warlords 
have since carved up the coun- 
try. At least 100.000 people have 
died and the United Nations has 
given up on the region. 

In Sudan. John Garang's 
Sudan People's Liberation 


Army launched an attack in 
1983 against the Islamic gov- 
ernment, seeking autonomy 
for African Chris tians and an- 
imists in the south. The latest 
truce is about to expire and no 
plan exists for a referendum on 
a north-south division of the 
country. 

In Congo-Brazzavflle, fight- 
ing resumed this week between 


the Cobras, soldiers loyal to 
General Denis SassouN'Gues- 
so, who came to power 18 
months ago, and his Ninja chal- 
lengers - militias loyal to former 
leader Pascal Lissouba. The 
fighting is not linked to the 
war in the neighbouring De- 
mocratic Republic of Congo. 

The wars involving Rwanda, 
Burundi, Uganda, the Deraoc- 
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ratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 
the Central African Republic, 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and Angola 
have become interlinked The 
reason is that the DRC leaden 
Laurent Desire Kabila - who 
overthrew Mobutu Sese Seko 
two years ago -and his enemies 
have used old rivalries and 
new fears for their own ends. 
Mr Kabila has Angola, Zim- 


Pienre Buyoya 

Burundi's ethnic 
conflict has been 
going on for five 
years and is getting 
worse. 150.000 
civilians caught in 
the war between 
Huru rebels and 
President Buyoya's 
Tutsi-led army have 
been killed since 
1993. In the latest 
atrocity dozens 
were burnt alive in 
their huts 


Flashpoints 


babwe and Namibia on his side 
against rebels - backed by the 
other neighbouring countries - 
who believe he is mis managing 
DRC, a country the size of 
Western Europe. 

Mr Kabila ousted Mobutu 
with the help of the country’s 
ethnic Tutsis and their cousins 
from Rwanda. But last August 
feeling threatened by them, he 
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ousted all Tutsis from posi- 
tions of power in the capital, 
Kinshasa. The conflict has 
rekindled Hutu-Tutsi hatred; 
in Burundi this week. 135 peo- 
ple were killed in a Hutu area. 

Zimbabwe, whose President 
Robert Mugabe supports Pres- 
ident Kabila, is bordering on 
chaos, with rumours of a mili- 
tary coup. 

In .Angola, the government of 
Jose Edouardo Dos Santos this 
week conceded that it had lost 
Mbanza. gateway to the oil 
town of Soyo. to rebels from 
Unita - the rebel movement led 
by Jonas Savimbi. which con- 
trols much of the east of the 
country and its diamonds. 

For more than 20 years. 
Unita was backed by South 
Africa and the US against the 
Soviet -supported MPLA. now in 
government Two weeks ago, 
the United Nations said it 
would pull out of the war-torn 
country, sparking fears of a 
forthcoming humanitarian dis- 
aster when aid cannot safely be 
delivered to Lbe population. 

Ghosts of the Cold War, dia- 
monds. oil colonial boundaries, 
arms dealing and ethnicity 
seem all to friel Africa's disas- 
ters. But there are success 
stories in Africa too. At any 
given time, out of the conti- 
nent’s 600 million-odd people, 
the majority 1 are at peace. 

Former French colonies, 
though poor, have achieved a 
measure of economic stability 
through the CFA franc - tied to 
the French franc despite a de- 
valuation in 1997. 

South Africa will have elec- 
tions later this year and Nigeria, 
the most populous country in 
Africa is apparently dismantling 
military control. Uganda is win- 
ning the war against Aids. 

Next week. President Nelson 
Mandela of South Africa will de- 
liver his last state of the nation 
address before handing over to 
Thabo Mbeki. 

There are doubts over 
Mbetd's vision for the future but 
he has made what he calls the 
"African Renaissance" a 
centrepoint of it The concept 
ofa renaissance may be Euro- 
pean, but it is aD Africa has. And 
it may just result in a solution 
to the continent’s problems. 
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Your family is the most important 
thing in your life. But have you considered 
how they’d cope with your death? 

With the loss of income? 
And the extra bills? 

Thankfully. Legal & General's 
Family Protection Plan offers a 
simple, affordable way to help secure 
the financial future of those 
s you love most. 

“Equivalent to £6 08 a month. 
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limits) and the lump sum is paid should you die 
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lour family is depending on it. 
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w; /FOREIGN NEWS 


Jordan’s 


heir is 


courted 


by all 


from across the Middle 
East, there has come an in- 
triguing - not to say astonish- 
ing - chorus of approval for 
Crown Prince Abdullah of Jor- 
dan. In the pages of Babel-pro- 
duced by the one editor you 
would never contradict, Sad- 
dam Hussein's son Oudai, read- 
ers have been told Abdullah's 
appointment is “one of the 
Sag’s most intelligentpolitical 
decisions since the start of die 
Sixties”. 

In the Gul£ the United States 
Secretary of Sate, Madeleine Al- 
bright, talked of King Hussein’s 


By Robert Fisk 
in Beirut 


“magnificent job” in arranging 
for his succession. 

In Jerusalem, a former Is- 
raeli defence ministry official, 
AJonPiokas,saidAbduDahwas 
an “excellent student” in Amer- 
ica, Mr Pinkas should know; be 
taught Jordan’s future king at 
Georgetown university. 

But when Saddam Hussein, 
Madeleine Albright and the Is- 
raelis all sing the same tune, 
something has to be wrong. If 
the Israelis were prepared to 
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Crown Prince Abdullah (left) is congratulated in Amman on his appointment by Abdulateef Arabiat, leader of the Islamic Action BYont Reuters 


send a knier squad to Amman 
to assassinate a Palestinian 
leader after the peace treaty 
with Jordan, why should they 
be any more prepared to 
respectthe integrity of Abdul- 
lah's kingdom? 


Indeed, one of the first meet- 
ings that &e IsraeK Prime Mm- 
istefiBeqjamm Netanyahu, held 
to discuss Abdullah’s succession 
included Ephraim Halevy; head 
of the Mossad intelligence ser- 
vice. Israeli officials were quot- 
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ed as saying they would be be- 
hind the Crown Prmce “in foe 
shortterm”. 

And if Saddam Hussein was 
prepared to send his killer 
squadstokziockofftheltoaqiop- 
position in Amman, why should 
Ins son suddenlj^ wish to improve 
relations wito the Hashemite <fy- 
nasty that gave political asylum 
to President Saddam's son-in- 
laws? Could it be that the Iraqis 
have suddenly remembered 
King Hussein's former friend- 
ship with Saddam? Or are they 
anxious to ensure Abdullah does 

not allow the United States to 
use Amman as a base to over- 
throw Saddam's regime? 

Closer study ofMrs Albright’s 
tribute shows she hoped the 
transition to Abdullah was “one 
that does not cause problems". 
What sort of prohtems, one won- 
ders, was she expecting? Re- 
sistance to his leadership from 
Palestinian Jordanians? Or re- 
sistance by Crown Prince Ab- 
dullah to pressure from 
Washington? It is one thing to be 
a ‘'friend” of America- another 
to be obedient to the wishes of 
an American president What if 
Abdullah shows as much inde- 
pendence of spirit as his father 
did in 1991, when he refused to 
support the West's military cam- 
paign against Iraq? 

There is, in feet, a disturbing 
irony in the feet that while 
British aircraft fly the skies of 
Iraq’s “no-fly* zones, a half- 
British prince is preparing to 
rule Iraq's closest Arab neigh- 
bour. The colonial history of 
Jordan can only be re-empha- 
sised by Abdullah's succession. 
It is not just his English accent 



King Hussein of Jordan 


- after all, the British put his 
grandfather on the throne, 
propped up his father with mil- 
itary leaders (untfl King Hussein 

grwtirpdf>fthi^> flnrir^ nnTO 

piatm a half-share in the nest 
king’s blood-fine. It’s as well for 
the Palestinians of Jordan - 
perhaps 65 per cent of the coun- 
try- that Abdullah's wife, Rania 
al-Yassme, is Palestinian. 

Most Arabs, it should be said, 
have accepted the new crown 
prince's appointment not with 
enthusiasm but with the kind of 
weariness born of knowing that 
toey will never havea say in the 
appointment of their leaders 
(and only occasionally in their 
overthrow). “America derided it 
should be Abdullah." one of 
Lebanon's more cynical politi- 
cians said yesterday. “Without 
Washington's approval he would 
never have been appointed." 

Of course it is true that Amer- 
ican fighter-bombers are based 

- albeit with less publicity than 
in the Gulf- on at least one big 
Jordanian airstrip. 


It is also true that before | 
Kmg Hussein’s original journey ! 
to the Mayo dime in Minneso- | 
talastyeac the Americans were 
trying to persuade him to allow I 
the principal Iraqi opposition 
groups to use Amman as their 
headquarters for the future 
overthrow of Saddam Hussein. 1 

At the time, there was much 
talk in Jordan of a move east- 
wards by the Jordanian array , 
into the Iraqi desert, where the 
Jordanians (sponsored by the 
Americans) would set up a 
“sanctuary" to which Saddam’s 
dissident legions would sup- 
posedly flock before setting out 
an a crusade to destroy the 
Iraqi tyrant 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
knows all about dissent - and 
how to suppress it His sperial 
farces mats were used to quell 
riots in several Jordanian towns 
last yean Is he then the man the 
Americans migfa cow choose to 
open up a corridor into Iraq? 

No wonder Babel lavished 
praise on Abdullah’s appoint- 
ment This is not the time for 
Saddam Hussein’s son to of- 
fend the soa of King Hussein. 

And no wonder Mr Ne- 
teiqnhu-whHedairningtoprqy 
for the “nnrarie" of King Hus- 
sein's return to health - de- 
scribed his counhys peace wkh 
Jordan as “one of the corner- 
stones oflsrad’s national secu- 
rity 3 ’. He knew when King 
Hussein’s anger would break - 
Netanyahu was lucky to get bis 
would-be assassins back from 
Jordan without a show-trial In 
Amman - but cannot guess 
when Abdullah’s patience 
might become exhausted 


mains before 

head He stuffed the body made 
a suitcase and threw her head 

into the sea. . , • 

He had tried once before to 
Mil her, but was stopped by his 

family an investigator claimed 

yesterday- His claim came as 
medical examiners conducted 
an autopsy on the charrrfand 
headless remains of Scully 

“A violent suffocation, which 

. .i • i* r nmifinnAWUt; 


Envoy hands out home 
comfort as crises erupt 


JOHN GREENGRASS, Britain’s 
consul in Delhi, has not ex- 
ported any elephants in the 
past seven days, nor lit any fu- 
neral pyres, but the week has 
had its usual share of unpre- 
dictable distractions. 

Monday was meant to be a 
day of rest, but he came in to 
cover for a sick colleague. Be- 
fore long, four different crises 
had erupted around him. First, 
his effire was occi?aed by a sob- 
tang weman whose mamage to 
an Indian had broken down, 
and who could not think of 
anywhere else to go for advice 

She was still there, still 
distraught, when an equally 
upset young man turned up. 
He said be bad been lured into 
a grimy quarter of the dty and 
poisoned with mind-altering 
drugs administered in a rum 
and Coke. The plan, he be- 
fieved, had been to knock him 
out them steal his possessions. 
But, dazed and staggering, 
he managed to escape in an 
autorickshaw taxf and came 
straight round to the High 
Commission, still hallucinat- 
ing. Mr Greengrass parked 
him in a neighbouring room. 


WEEK IN THE LIFE 

THE BRITISH CONSUL, DELHI 


BEFOBE HE could deal with ei- 
ther of these cases, London 
was on the phone urging him 
togoatoncetoCbantfigarh,tfae 
capital of Punjab and Haiyana, 
north of Delhi: three young 


The conversation was in- 
terrupted by a knock on the 
door, it was the honorary con- 
sul for Lithuania who had 
come round for a quiet word 
in Mr Greengrass’s ear about 
a ticklish visa problem. He was 
going to Britain for a visit, and 
be wanted to take his maid 
along. “Domestic servants," 
Mr Greengrass intimated, 
“are always a problem.’’ 

In the Indian context a 
quiet word in the ear of a high- 
ly placed friend is exactly 
what is required to solve such 
problems. Britain, however, 
does not work in this way, at 
least not reliably so, and Mr 
Greengrass had to give his 
diplomatic acquaintance the 
gentlest possible brush-off. 
But before he could return his 
attention to the original prob- 
lem - the desperate wife, di- 
vorce (he has a list of 
solicitors) or marriage coun- 
selling? - the honorary consul 
and the halludnating tourist 
had somehow got into a sur- 
realistic argument in the cor- 
ridor and Mr Greengrass bad 
to pull them apart before they 
smacked each other 



gis h ness of the Indian, legal 
system, practically all cases 
drag on for years; and drug 
offences are non-bailable by 
law. 

“The thing that hurts the 
prisoners more than anything 
else is the constant delays, r 
Mr Greengrass said. “By law, 
there have to be hearings 
once every two weeks, but 
often for one reason or an- 
other; cases are adjourned 
over and over again. One guy 


John Greengrass: *1 love 
this job, it’s brilliant’ 


arrested there over the holi- 
days after apparentiyhavinga 
row with a policeman who de- 
manded baksheesh. Although 
an investigating magistrate 
bad suspended the officers 
who had carried out the arrest, 
one of theyouths was still in jail 


ents had had a dreadful time 
worrying. 

Mr Greengrass’s challenge 
now was to persuade the po- 
lice to drop the case so the 
boys could go home. 


JOHN GREENGRASS wears a 
shirt of constabulary blue, 

has t hinning hair and a bushy 

moustache and in every other 
respect is about as ordinary- 
looking an Englishman as you 

could hope to find east of 
Suez. Several times every 
month he sallies forth from the 
sanitised surroundings of the 
Hig h Commission in Delhi to 
visit some of the most terrible 
places in Aria. 

There are eight British 
prisoner in Tiharjaflm Delhi, 
which is the biggest in India 
and, according to Mr Green- 
grass, “probably the worst. 


Conditions in T ihar go from 
the dire to the unacceptable,” 
he said. The men’s cells are 
too small to contain a bed, and 
there is no other furniture ei- 
ther. The lavatory is a hole in 
the comen The light, a bare 
bulb in the ceiling, is on day 
and night The conditions for 
the two British women are 
even worse. 

“The women’s jail,” Mr 
Greengrass explained, “is 
what used to be toe ragrawnim 
security wing of the men’s 
jafl.” Now three women are 
squeezed into a cell built to 
house a single prisoner in 
solitary confinement. 

Fortunately the prisoners 
are allowed to stay outside the 
cells all day and, when the 
whims of the guards permit, 
Mr Greengrass and his Indi- 
an assistant, Dinesh Human 
come laden with comforts 
sent from home - blankets, 
hats, tracksuits, toiletries, 
peanut buttes cheese, books] 


nearly five months ” 

But when the case finally 
comes to trial, prisoners can 
find that toe nightmare ends 
quite fast Arresting officers 
often make mistakes in pro- 
cedure - one of Mr Green- 
grass’s prisoners was 
arrested on the aircraft that 

W8S about to take him out of 
the country - and a good 
tourer can often get the case 
“Town out in no time. 


. wuuse trials have 

ttractoded have been acquit- 
ted, he said, “it seems tobe 

® spend two 

years m jail on remand, 
there s a quick trial, they are 
acquitted and deportS* 
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a strangulation," said coroner 
PQmpos Kbutsaftis of toe cause 
of death. He added some un- 
eertainty remained about the 


was severed. ^ 

Private investigator John Ko- 
liras, hired by Scully’s family, al- 
leged Stdadopoulos had also 
tried to choke her at the end of 

last yean but was stopped by his 

mother It was the second re- 
ported choking incident involv- 
ing Skfadopoutos and members 
of Scully’s femfly. While visiting 
Mansfield last summer, Ski- 
adopoulos allegedly choked 
Scully’s mother during an ar- 
gument, and police charged tnm 
with simple assault He was 
bareed from contact with her and 
allowed to return to Greece. 

Scufty went to Greece with 
plans to marry Skiadopoulos, a ^ 
petty officer aboard a cruise f 
ship whom she met on a 
Caribbean trip while still mar- 
ried. But she had a change of 
heart and told her boyfriend 
she was retaroi ng home toNew 
Jersey because she missed her 
three-year-old daughter: 

According to police, that 
caused SSaadopoulos to By into 
. a rage and strangle ScuQy, 
known in New Jersey as a biki- 
ni-dad “Page SSx Girl” for the 
tabloid Ttenfoman. 

Skfadopaulos later concocted 
a stay about how she disap- 
peared in central Athens and 
began a search to find hec (AP) 
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Briefing 


Russian failure hits BP Amoco 

Russian on n P ^ mK ? feu yesterday when Sidanko, a 
S^“ced P i ^ r ,' n w ' hkh E P ^ a 10 per cent share, 
sixth^ I*™!** ^oTipicj- proceedings. Sidanko. Russia’s 
sixth-largesl oil producer, is being sued bv a creator 

wasSh^bvHn k ^ 0r *** The company, which 
Dav off its dot? i^ e s,Urtl P m 011 Prices, has struggled to 

by the IbistiL golfri^em 011 “ P ° rt 

ap ^®f?J® s ™ an .5 >r Bp Amoco, which bought its stake to 
ccess the Kovykta gasfield in eastern Siberia, said the 

a V ^ b - e *” the long tenn - 8P A™c° 

snares feu 1 -Ip on a nsmg market to close at 822p. 

Marston denounces Wolves 

MARSTON THOMPSON & 
Evers bed. the regional 
brewer embroiled in a bitter 
bid battle with 
Wolverhampton & Dudley, 
issued its final defence 
document yesterday 
denouncing its rival’s 
strategy as “inefficient” and 
“backward." Marston. 
chaired by Michael Hurdle 
(pictured), has responded to 
Wolves' £28Sm bid with a 
, „ , £317m counter-offer. It 

urged its shareholders to “ignore W&D’s empty rhetoric, 
look at the grim reality of their record." However, the 
group foiled to increase its own offer, leaving 
shareholders to decide between the two strategies. 

BMW denies chief is under threat 

THE QUANDT family which controls German carmaker, 
BMW. yesterday denied reports that Bemd Pischetsrieder, 
chief executive of the company, was under pressure to quit 
because of the poor performance of Rover, its British 
subsidiary The reports surfaced as Mr Pischetsrieder 
explained in his annual letter to shareholders why Rover 
sustained losses last year estimated at up to DMlbn 
(£360m). He said that Rover’s competitive position had 
deteriorated. 
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BT gets go-ahead to bid for 
Securicor’s Cellnet stake 


BRITISH telecom yesterday 
received the Government's go- 
ahead to take fiill control of CeO- 
net, the mobile phone operator 
in which Securicor has a mi- 
nority intake, in a deal which 
could b« worth up to £4ba 
The ; Department of Tirade 
and Industry said it would lift a 
restriction preventing BTfrom 
increasing its CO per cent hold- 
ing in Cellnet, the country's 
second-largest mobile phone 
company. Hie DTI said it would 
clear thle ownership ceiling, 
imposed) 16 years ago to limit 
BTs dominance of the UK mar- 
ket, provided the phone com- 


BY FRANCESCO GUBBRERA 

paqy did not use its own cash to 
subsidise CeDoeL 

In a second victory far BT the 

DTI also announced that the 
fixed-line iterator would be 
allowed to bid for the new “third 
generation" of hi-tech mobile 
phone licenses to be auctioned 
in the summer. 

BT said it bad “no immediate 
plans” to bid for Securicor’s 40 
percent stake, but industry ex- 
perts said the DTTs decision 
opened the way for a tough 
round of negotiations over the 
sale. Securicor said it was not in 


talks with BT but added that it 
was “prepared to consider" the 
sale of the stake “ata price that 
fully reflects the value of the in- 
vestment to its shareholders”. 

City analysts predicted that 
the two companies would be 
locked in a lengthy battle over 
the price of the stake, which Se- 
curicor acquired for just C4m in 
1983. They said the final price 
could range between £2 .5 bn 
and £4bn depending on which 
firm gained the upper hand. 

James Ross at ABN Amro 
said Cellnet, which has 4 million 
subscribers and is second only 
to Vbdafone in the fast-growing 


UK mobile market, could be 
worth 19 to £L2bn. That would 
make Securicor’s stake worth 
around £L8bn, although BT is 
expected to push the price 
down as it is toe only credible 
buyer. 

The lifting of the ownership 
ban sparked a raDy in Securicor 
shares. The stock soared 12 per 
cent in early trade before end- 
ing 7 per cent up at 63l25p on 
expectations that the security 
firm would net a large profit on 
the sale. BT rose 3.5p to 930.5p. 

Industry experts said that, 
although its 60 per cent stake 
gives BT management control 


of Cellnet, chief executive Sir 
Peter Bonfield would like to 
have full ownership of the busi- 
ness. They said he needed to 
strike a deal to respond to the 
competitive threat posed by 
the merger between Vodafone 
and Airtouch of the US. 

Some experts believe BT will 
use yesterday’s clearance to 
bid for third-generation mobile 
licenses - known as UMTS - as 
a bargaining ehip over Cellnet 
The decision effectively enables 
BT to choose whether to bid for 
the new hi-tech franchises, 
which would allow it to feed In- 
ternet and video links through 


mobile phones, on its own or 
through Cellnet. A BT spokes- 
woman said the company was 
still reviewing its options and 
would not take a decision until 
the DTI decided on toe rules for 
the auction. 

A decision by BT to bid on its 
own would leave Cellnet strand- 
ed as it would prevent the com- 
pany from offering the new 
services through its network. 

“Reading between the lines, 
it is pretty obvious that BT is 
saying Unless you do a deal at 
a decent price, well do UMTS 
on our own.'" a leading telecoms 
analyst said- 


Help us, US 
asks Japan 
and Europe 


By Jeremy Warner 
in Davos, Switzerland 

LAWRENCE SUMMERS, the US 
Deputy Treasury Secretary, 
yesterday strongly rejected 
claims that the US economy is 
riding for a fall, saying he be- 
lieved growth momentum in the 
US would be continued, albeit 
with ups and downs. 

Speaking at tlie World Eco- 
nomic Forum annual meeting 
in Davos, Switzerland, Mr Sum- 
mers said the US governmenfs 
strong fiscal surplus made 
America well prepared for any 
shocks to come. 1 
However; he conceded that 
the strong US economy couldrft 
support the rest 1 of the world 
indefinitely, and, ■ he insisted 
that growth in Europe would be 
a prerequisite fair long-term 
health in the world economy. 
“The world econonoy cannot fly 
for long on one i healthy en- 
gine,” he said. “It, needs three 
healthy engines', including 
Europe and Japan!.” 

The strength of die US econ- 
omy was underscor'ed fly data 
showing that growth surged at 
toe end of 1998. The economy 
grew at an annualised rate of 5.6 
per cent in the fourth quarter, 
the fastest in twoyears and well 
above economists’ forecasts. 

At a conference dominated 
fly questions about the sus- 
tainability of toe US boom, Mr 
Summers’s comments were 
echoed by A] Gore, the US 
Vice-President 

Mr Gore said the Clinton 
administration would press for 
debt relief for poor countries 
and repeated calls for Japan to 
boost growth to promote eco- 
nomic recovery at home and 
abroad. He added that in the 


budget proposal, to be released 

next week, President Clinton 
would push for significant debt 
relief for poor countries to help 


ease the pressure of falling 
commodity prices and reces- 
sion in some parts of the world. 

“We need your help in deal- 
ing with this global economy" 
Mr Gore said, warning that 
the US could not continue to be 
“the importer of only resort”. 

Some estimates see the US 
trade defidtrising to more than 
$300bn toisyeaz; the biggest evec 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor; warned worid leaders not 
to allow planned reform of the 
world's finanpial architecture so 
that it can act more effectively 
in crisis recognition and reso- 
lution fall by the wayside. 

He urged toe Group of Seven 
to act on toe reforms at next 
month’s summit in Germaqy so 
they could be put in place by the 
end of theyean Among the pro- 
posals are measures for 
greater transparency in emerg- 
ing markets and a common 
code of standards. 

Proposals from Stanley Fis- 
cher deputy managing (Erector 
of toe International Monetary 
Flind, that the IMF be trans- 
formed into a lender of last re- 
sort to provide unlimited, 
though conditional, funds to 
crisis-hit countries, drew a cool 
response from the US. 

Suggestions that the dollar; 
euro and yen be made to trade 

nWiin hands ^ damaging 

swings in value, also drew a 
cool response. Mr Summmsaid 
he agreed more stability in ex- 
change rates was desirable, but 
he was sceptical that more co-or- 
dinated statements from G7 
leaders would help. He thought 
it dangerous “to use monetary 
policy to achieve an interna- 
tional objective”. 

WunDuisenberg, president 
of the European Central Bank, 
said the ofljective of European 
monetary policy was price sta- 
bility not exchange-rate targets. 

Jeremy Warner page 19 
Leading artide. Review page3 



Eisnke Sakakibara, Japanese Deputy Finance Minister deft), and Lawrence Summers, US Deputy Treasury 
Secretary, enjoy a light-hearted moment at the World Economic Fbnun in Davos yesterday Michel Euler/AP 

Rate cut pressure grows as 
euro slides on deflation fears 


By lea Paterson 

the EURO slumped to its weak- 
est level against both the dollar 
and the pound yesterday on 
news of a further fall in Euro- 
pean inflation. 

Prices in the 11 eurozone 
countries rose fly an annual rate 
of just 0.8 par cent in December; 
with inflation in some core 
economies dose to zero, ac- 
cording to data from Eurostat 
Economists said there was now 
a real risk of deflation - or 
faffing prices^ - on toe Continent 

After falling steadily against 
the major currencies over the 
past week, the euro fell to new 
lows of $1.13 and 69.09p. 

The figures coincided with 
renewed pressure from 
Europe’s politicians for further 


£ TO THE EURO 



cuts in interest rates ahead of 
next week’s meeting of the 
European Central Bank. 

- Speaking at the World Eco- 
nomic Fbrum in Davos, Heiner 


Flassbeck, Germany’s deputy 
finance minister; said: “For the 
first time in the last 50 years we 
are facing a slowdown in the 
industrialised world where we 
are quite dose to zero with toe 
price leveL We are facing some 
kind of deflationary danger 
about which we have to think." 

Mr Flassbeck argued that 
cuts in interest rates were the 
best way to tackle the defla- 
tionary threat 

Nefl Parker; treasury econo- 
mist at Royal Bank of Scotland, 
said: “There are building 
expectations of a rate cut from 
the European Central Bank." 

The recent weakness in toe 
new European currency has 
surprised toe Qtywb ere it was 
widely believed that the euro 
would prove stronger than ster- 


ling. Analysts said growing 
signs of slowing activity in the 
eurozone countries, particu- 
larly Germany, lay behind the 
fall in the value of euro. 

Yesterday's data confirmed 
that inflationary pressures on 
toe Continent were virtually 
non-existent. The 0.8 per cent 
rate for the eurozone 
economies was well below the 
2 per cent ceiling set fly the 
ECB. 

Inflation in Germany is now 
running at 0.4 percent- also a 
record low - while inflation in 
France is even lower; at just 0.3 
percent 

The majority of economists 
expect the ECB to react to the 
deflationary threat fly cutting 
interest rates again in toe first 
quarter of 1999- 


Rival bids on the cards as Electra rejects 3fs offer 


3i YESTERDAY said its TOOp-a- BY ANDREW VERITY 
share takeover offer for j Elec- 
tra Investment Ttust aimed at 
forming a £5bn venture capital 
company had been rebuffed 
amid reports that other parties 
had expressed an interest in 
placing rival bids. | 

The rejection came atth^ end 
of three weeks of boardroom 


tra’s assets and its 50 per cent 


stake in Electra Fleming, the in- 
vestment manager of the trust 
“It is true that a proposal 
which in our view fully values 
the company has been rejected. 
Right now talks are deadlocked. 
Wfe await a response to a formal 
communication made with 
Electra fly our chairman,” said 
a spokesman for 3L 


Fallowing yesterday's rejec- 
tion, 3i executives met to con- 
sider whether to raise the offer; 
which values Electra at 
£1^35m. 3i has so far hinted that 
this represents a premium to 
the value of Electra’ s assets. 

Independent analysts have 
put the net asset value of Elec- 
tra at 685.8p a share. At yes- 
terday’s dose of 682JP, that 
puts the shares at a slight pre- 


mium to net asset value. Elec- 
tra says its own calculations 
value its assets at well above 
700p a share. The two also dif- 
fer on ESectra’s rlaim that its 
stake in Electra Fleming is 
worth £30m, a figure built into 
the asset calculation. The fig- 
ure includes a goodwill ele- 
ment of more than £25m. 

As traders anticipated a 
raised offer or an alternative 


bid, shares in Electra fell just 
1.9 per cent yesterday still 20 
per cent higher than their value 
before the bid was disclosed. 

Observers yesterday said 
Electra was “playing a risky 
game” because of toe potential 
shafghnldpr anger if the deal 
fails to materialise. Before news 
of the talks, shares in the trust 
were trading at a 20 per cent dis- 
count to asset value. 


A source dose to Electra 
said toe trust would restructure 
in any event “I think it is gen- 
erally accepted at Electra that 
life is never going to toe the 
same again. It probably doesn’t 
have a veiy long shelf life. If it 
isn’t 31 it’s going to be someone 
else. The ball's in their court" 
Speculation yesterday cen- 
tred on GE Capital, the US fi- 
nancial services giant 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


A VOLATILE session ended with 
Footsie sporting a 23 J5 points gain 
at 5,896. Much of toe action was 
among gmallw cap shares with the 

mid cap imlwr rlirnhing to its , 

highest level since August 

Securicor led the blue chips with 
a 42J5p surge to 631.5p. The • 
Governmenfs decision to give BT 
more flexibility over its mobOe 

phone operations produced 
speculation it would buy 
Securicor’s 40 per cent Cellnet ; 
state to take full control. 

Derek Fain, page 19 


NEW YORK 


UNEXPECTEDLY STRONG 
growth figures boosted stocks in 
opening trade, but a sharp boot 
of selling, which one trader said 
fitted the pattern of computer- 
generated selling, erased the 
gains and sent the Dow 
skidding to losses of more than 
50 points. It later rebounded, 
climbing 0.9 per cent to 9363.7. 

The VS. Commerce 
Department said GDP in the 
fourth quarter rose 5,6 per cent on 
an annualized basis, sharply 
beating the Wall Street consensus. 


5 ] 


TOKYO 


A WEAKENING yen and overnight 
gains on Wall Street helped the 
benchmark Nikkei 225 index end 
up 1 per cent at 14,499. 

Fuji Bank’s decision on 
Thursday to make Yasuda Trust & 
Banking its subsidiary, and news 
that Daiwa Securities was mulling 
la unching pension plans with 
Bwanriai firms in toe Sumitomo 
and Mitsubishi groups, raised 
hopes that Japan’s ailing financial 
system was heading towards 
stability. Mitsubishi Motors rose 5 
per cent on alliance speculation. 


HONG KONG 


STOCKS REBOUNDED after 
Thursday’s sell-off. with the 
Hang Seng ending up 1.56 per 
cent at 9,506, but traders warned 
it could come under pressure 
next week as the reporting 
season begins. Activity in index 
futures suggested the index 
would either foil below 9,000 or 
breach 10,000 in February 
HSBC led the rise, climbing 
2-39 per cent. Developer Sun 
Hung Kai climbed per cent 
on rumours it was talking with 
Disney about a theme park. 


SAO PAULO 


THE EMBATTLED real tumbled 1 
new lows ahead of crunch’ 
meetings between the governmc 
and IMF officials, who arrive in 
Brazil this weekend. The real fel 
for the seventh successive day, a 
breached toe psychologically 
important barrier of 2 reals to th 
dollar to hit a low of 2.105. 

The Bovespa index rose 6.9 per 
cent to 8537.7 in afternoon as 

investors bought shares that were 
cheap m dollar terms. The 8 per a 
drop in the real came despite fee 
central bank hiking interbank rate 
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Good reasons for US to be cheerful 


'’EARS there has been 
a insistent theme running like a 
thread through the arnuud meet- 
World Economic Forum, 
the analysis of European 
Munetaiy Union, globalisation, the 
advance of the Internet into all 
areas of business and the emerg- 
ing markets crisis, there has also 

oeen a growing air of American tri- 
umphalism. 

And with good reason. After 
seven years of uninterrupted low 
inflation, the US economy is still 
“oojnmg. Its technology leads the 
world, its entrepreneurs have gal- 
^nised business across the globe 
with their invention and energy; un - 
employment is at a record iow and 
Americans as a whole are now 
more wealthy than ever. 

However, this time round there 
is a quite tangible change of mood. 
Plainly, the Americans themselves 
are as gung ho as ever. But virtu- 
ally everyone else 1 have talked to 
here this year, with few excep- 
tions, thinks the American econo- 
my stands at an exceptionally 
difficult and dangerous crossroads. 
Pew are prepared to defend US 
stock price valuations at their pre- 
sent levels, and many believe Wall 
Street has become a financial bub- 
ble comparable in size and scope to 


Jeremy 

Warner 



in davos, Switzerland 


that which engulfed Japan in the 
late 1980s. Even among the most 
optimistic, there is anxiety. Among 
the pessimistic, there is real fear. 

It is hard to argue against these 
concerns. They are well founded. 
The US has a huge and growing 
trade deficit. In a world becalmed 
by recession and sluggish growth, 
the US economy has become the 
only dynamo of any significance. Tb 
achieve this, American consumers 
have been spending like there is no 
tomorrow, in so doing, they have 
been supporting the rest of the 
world. Without the US, the position 


in Japan, the rest of Asia and Brazil 
- already bad enough - would be 
even worse. 

This spending binge has been 
supported by a buoyant stock mar- 
ket whk± has made Americans feel 
much wealthier than they perhaps 
realty are. However, the money to 
support such spending has to come 
from somewhere. The truth ol the 
matter is that it is being financed 
by ever higher borrowing, much of 
it from the rest of the world. 

Fbr how much longer can this 
merry-go-round be sustained? Not 
much longer, seems to be the gen- 
eral view here, although naturally 
you ttont hear it from American pol- 
icy makers. Were it not for the 
deflationary recession in parts of 
the rest of the world, US interest 
rates would already be rising 
steeply to choke off the inflationary 
effects of the boom, many believe. 
As it is, Alan Greenspan is risking 
his reputation as he works out his 
remainingyears as chairman of the 
Federal Reserve by keeping an 
ultimately doomed boom alive. The 
longer it goes on, the more severe 
and damaging will be the fallout 
when it ends, it is argued. 

So far. however; nothing has man- 
aged to puncture the bubble. The 
Russian meltdown tried its 



damnedest, ami for a while it looked 
as if the near collapse of Long-Thrm 
Capital Management might deliver 
the goods. Even Brazil has so far 
failed to shake confidence on H&n 
Street fundamentally. Stock prices 
have defied the doomsters. By rights, 
the dollar too ought to be falling by 
an order of magnitude to compensate 
for the trade deficit. It has not 

So is this going to be the year 
when things go pear-shaped? 
That’s what many are saying here. 
What puzzles me, however, is that 
if so many professional pundits 
and economists think Wall Street is 
heading for a serious fall, why has 
it not already done so? 

One possible reason is that pri- 
vate investors in the US have been 
taught by experience that it pays to 
buy on the dips. Every time there 
is a setback they wade back in. 
believing that bargains like these 


won’t be on offer for long But it is 
also because the Federal Reserve 
has acted to buoy their confidence 
by cutting interest rates, and when 
LTCM threatened general systemic 
damag e to financial markets, 
organising a rescue. 

According to the bears - and 
many supposed experts here seem 
to be of that persuasion -this is only 
delaying the final reckoning. I'm Dot 
convinced by any of this, plausible 
though it seems. Just think back to 
the way the world looked from 
Davos this time last yean Who 
then would have predicted that 
industrial production in South 
Korea would within 12 months be 
virtually bade to pre-crisis levels? 
How many people then would have 
expected monetary union in Europe 
to get off to an entirely glitch-free 
start? Who would have predicted 
that the American boom would 
continue unabated into the final 
quarter of the year? And finally, how 
many forecasters outside the US 
would have had the Dow still riding 
high at 9,300? 

On the other side of the coin, of 
course, hardly anyone would have 
thought the scale of the disinte- 
gration in Russia possible. Most of 
us would have expected Japan to be 
in slightly better shape by now 


than it is. Although many predict- 
ed a crash, few could have foreseen 
the degree of strain the world 
financial system was subjected to, 
or the volatility we now accept as 
away of life. 

Even so, I think many of those 
who observe events from outside 
the US are missing something 
here. There is no rule of econom- 
ics that says business cycles must 
have only a certain finite length. In 
recent htetoiy business cycles have 
not so much died of old age as been 
murdered by the anti-inflationary 
pofiries of the Fbderal Reserve. Out- 
side stock prices, there is very lit- 
tle ago of inflationary pressure, 
either in the US or elsewhere in the 
world. Meanwhile, theFtederal gov- 
ernment has during the good years 
recharged its fiscal cannon in a way 
that gives unprecedented scope 
for reflationary policy if and when 
the time demands it 

There is something else that 
tends to be forgotten in constantly 
comparing Wall Street now to the 
Tbfeyo market of a decade ago. The 
US government has no target for 
the stock market, arid other than the 
general prosperity of its people, it 
has no interest in maintaining it at 
inflated levels. On the whole, it 
doesn’t engage in market manipu- 


lation, as the government did in 
Japan, and there is no systemic rea- 
son why the market needs to be 
kept hi gh- By contrast with Japan. 
American business and markets are 
highly transparent, and the US 
government rightly attempts to 
promote private sector enterprise 
by simply not getting in the way. 

The upshot is that there has 
rarely been a better time to be in 
business in the US, nor has the 
opportunity for new business 
development ever been as great 
Whole industries and markets are 
being radically reordered by the 
electronic revolution. For the first 
time companies and individuals 
can, through the Internet have a 
global presence without the need for 
a global footprint: without the huge 
paraphernalia of worldwide distri- 
bution and maiteting which has tra- 
ditionally maintained global 
organisations. 

American entrepreneurs and 
wealth creators have seized the 
opportunity presented by these 
changes as no others. This is why 
Whll Street is high, is it too high? 
Almost certainly. Will it burst any 
time soon? Probably not Even if it 
does, will the US economy keep up 
the high-growth momentum of re- 
cent years? Yes, of course it wilL 



In Brief 

Hopes raised for 
Vaux buyout 

VAUX, the Sunderland pub 
group planning to sell its two 
breweries and 350 tenant ed 
pubs to concentrate on 
Swallow hotels, yesterday 
agreed to grant a four-week 
exclusivity deal to a 
management buyout team 
led by Frank Nicholson, the 
younger brother of Ifeux’s 
chairman Sir Paul Nicholson, 
tf* It raises hopes that the 
management team - which is 
committed to keeping open 
both the Sunderland brewery 
and the Ward’s brewery in 
Sheffield - will clinch the 
deal, which could be worth 
over £80m. Vaux profits in the 
first 16 weeks of the current 
year are almost 5 per cent 
ahead of last year but below 
target, the AGM was told. 

Diageo sells 

DIAGEO’S Pillsbury unit is 
selling six non-strategic 
brands to US company B&G 
Foods for $i92m, including 
Underwood meat spreads, 
B&M baked beans and Joan 
of Arc canned beans. A buyer 
is still being sought for Pet 
Evaporated Milk, which was 
put up for sales at the same 
~ time last July. 

Boots in Holland 

BOOTS the Chemists is to 
spend £49m opening a 
further 45 stores in Holland. 
Boots has been testing five 
healthy and beauty stores in 
Holland for 18 months. Boots 
also plans to extend its chain 
of stores in Thailand from 19 
to 50 by the end of this year 
and move into Japan later 
this year 

Rank job 

HANK GROUP, the struggling 
Butlins-to bingo leisure 
company, has found a 
replacement for Andrew 
Tear®, who resigned as chief 
executive three months ago. 
Mike Smith, chief executive 
... ;iof Ladbroke’s betting and 
- Ijaming division, will take up 
the position in ApriL Mr 
Smith, 52, has been at 
Ladbroke since 1994. Rank 
shares fell 7.5p to 2Q0p. 

Nokia profits up 

PRE-TAX profits at Nokia 
surged 74 per cent last year, 
to I4.6bn markka ($2.8bn>, 
while sales jumped a record 
51 per cent to 79-2bn markka 
- leaving it in position to 
become the world’s number 
one mobile phone m ake r ; the 
Finnish group said yesterday. 
Nokia’s results outstripped 
those of its two key rivals - 
Motorola, whose 1998 sales 
eased, and Ericsson, which 
posted 10 per cent sales 
growth on Thursday. 
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by Francesco Guerbeka 

THE CITY is expecting the chief 
executive of the US engineer- 
ing group Federal-Mogul, Dick 
Snell, one of the most ambitious 
figures in corporate America, to 
trump the £4bn agreed 
takeover of Lucas Verity by its 
US rival TRW with an in- 
creased offer next week. 

Industry analysts believe 
that MrSneD, famous for his au- 
dacious and highly-leveraged 
bids, will increase Federal- 
Mogul’s tentative £3.6bn offer 
for the car parts and aero- 
space group to up £43bn, trig- 
gering a bitter bid war for 
Lucas. 

Speculation of a clas h be- 
tween the two US engineering 
giants came as Lucas an- 
nounced the closure of two 
plants in Swansea and Cincin- 
nati with the loss of over 1,000 
jobs. 

In another Wow to Lucas, the 
company's chief executive, Vic- 
tor Rice, came under fire from 
a union leader who warned 

that his plans for an American 
deal could put the company's 
£4bn pension fund at risk. 



Dick Snell: Famed for his 
audacious takeover bids 

However; financial experts 
were focused on Mr Snell’s 
next move. They predicted that 
the Federal-Mogul boss, who 
has promised to achieve his 
trumpeted “Big Hairy Auda- 
cious Goal QBHAG)” of $10bn 
sales by 2002, would raise its 
foiled 280p cash-and-share bid 
to around 310p per share. 

The move would force TRW 
- one of the biggest car parts 
manufacturers in the US - to 


raise its 288p cash offer. “Dick 
Snell is serious about Lucas. I 
think he’ll come back with a 
300p to 31 Op offer" said Mark 
Little, engineering analyst at 
BT AlexJBrown. 

Mr Little added that Mr 
Snell would probably increase 
the cash element of the offer in 
a bid to appease Lucas’s UK 
shareholders who do not want 
to hold US shares. 

Other analysts noted that a 
bold bid would be in line with Mr 
Snell’s past strategy. Since join- 
ing from rival engineer Teimeco 
in 1996, the 56-year-old has 
spent over $5bn on takeovers, 
growing Fbderal-Mogul from a 
medium-sized player into an 
industry giant with expected 
1998 sales of $7bn and 56,000 
employees worldwide. 

Two years ago Mr Snell 
stunned the UK engineering 
sector when he bought the 
brake-pads maker T&N for 
d-Sbn, when Federal Mogul 
was valued at just llbn. Since 
then he has bought toe car 
parts unit of the US engineer; 
Cooper Industries, for £l.9bn 
and Eel-Pro - a gasket maker 
-for about $72 Qm. 


Almost all the purchases 
included Ffederal-MoguTs high- 
ly-rated paper and a high ele- 
ment of debt, provided by Mr 
Snell's many backers on Wall 
Street The purchase of Lucas, 
which bas a Eton turnover 
would enable Mr Snell to 
achieve his “BHAG” well before 
time. 

LucasVarity yesterday 
repeated that the TRW merg- 
er would give rise to greater 
synergies than a deal with Fed- 
eral-MoguL 

The company denied that the 
closure of its car wiring plant 
mYstradgyniais, near Swansea 
- where more than 700 people 
would lose their jobs - and of a 
brake factory in Cincinnati i 
were linked to the TRW | 
takeover A spokesman said 
the decision had been taken 
because of difficult conditions 
in the two markets. 

The spokesman said that 
allegations by Roger Lyons, 
the general secretary of the 
white-collar MSF union, that 
the company’s pension fond 
could be destroyed if Lucas 
were broken up by a US buyer 
were unfounded. 


Small caps frolic 
in the spotlight 


IbeLucas wiring factory at Ystradgynlais In the Swansea VhDey yesterday where 750 jobs are to be axed. LucasVhrity 
denied that the closure was connected to the TRW takeover David Roberts/Dragon 

City expects Snell to 
trump £4bn Lucas bid 


SECOND AND third-line shares 
are outplaying their Footsie 
betters. As blue chips experi- 
enced yet another volatile ses- 
sion, the undercard continued 
to recover from the depths of 
despair experienced last yean 

The mid cap index jumped 
65.2 points to 5,0242, the first 
time it has topped 5,000 since 
August And the small cap rose 
16.1 points to 2,131.2. 

Growing takeover activity is 
a major influence Bids are 
flowing with almost monoto- 
nous regularity, exposing toe 
hidden value of many smaller 
companies. 

Chemical group Albright & 
Wilson is the latest to admit it 
has attracted predatory atten- 
tion. The shares jumped 23p to 
99.5p, their highest since 
August, after the company said 
it had received “a number of 
tentative approaches”, but they 
did not include any proposals 
from the group's management- 

in many instances man- 
agers. depressed by the value 


LANGLEY & JOHNSON has 
limped hack to market; the 
shares fell 0.25p at 23p. 

The former construction 
group intends to sell its 
remaining trading asset, a 
small Gloucester fencing 
operation. 

It is looking for a reverse 
takeover and has held 
abortive talks with a leisure 
group. Three years ago 
shares of the loss-making 
group topped 50p. 


the market has put on their 
companies, have mounted 
management buyouts. They 
believe they know their com- 
panies -and their value - bet- 
ter than the market and have 
been prepared, by borrowing 
and enlisting the hrip of venture 
capitalists, to let their money do 
the talking . Other undercard 
companies have used share 
buybacks to illustrate the belief 
that the market has it wrong. 

Although such corporate 
activity has been going on for 
a long while, it is only this year, 
when the smaller fry have out- 
performed blue chips, that the 
message seems to have filtered 
through to investors. 

There are even signs that 
some institutional investors, 
which have ignored the under 
card, are relenting and starting 
to pick up stock. 

Hard pressed sports retail- 
er; JJB Sports, led the small- 
er-cap march. The shares 
jumped 523p to 3623p on the 
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belief that the worst is over and 
toe shares can start to head 
back towards their 8193p peak. 

Engineers, spurred by the 
rush of takeover activity, moved 
ahead with Bodycote up 62.5p 
to 85 Op and Senior Engineer- 
ing, which met analysts on 
Thursday, 6p to 12L5p: CSFB 
reckon it is worth 140p a share. 

Takeover speculation lifted 
Brands Hatch, toe motor rac- 
ing group. 8p to 173.5p and 
Regent Inns 16.5p to I69p. 
Hepworth, toe building mate- 
rials group, rose 9p to 148 jjp 
with HSBC suggesting the 
shares were 25 per cent un- 
dervalued. 

Footsie ended 233 points 
higher at 5,896. It swung 
between a 693 gain and a 403 
foil with Newlfork’s behaviour 
the dominating influence in toe 
afternoon. Trading was heavy, 
with turnover above 1.1 billion 
shares. 

Securicor was the most 
wanted Footsie constituent, 
gaining 423p to 63135p as the 
market prepared fbr BT taring 
the changes at the Cellnet mo- 
bile phone group. BT with 60 
per cent of Cellnet, bas been 
anxious to buy Securicor’s 40 
per cent interest but has been 
thwarted by Westminster. 

Now the Department of 
Trade & Industry has given 
BT more flexibility to compete 
in the mobile phone market. It 
is to be allowed to bid in the 
next licensing round and, if it 
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desires, buy frill control of Cell- 
net BT firmed 33p to 9303p. 

Mike Smith was given a 
muted reception as chief exec- 
utive of struggling Rank leisure 
group; the shares fell 73p to 

20 0p. 

WPP, the advertising group, 
rose 27p to 4583p on the theo- 
ry that it had been left behind 
in the recent media surge. 

Diageo’s $l92m food sale 
produced a 35p gain to 672p. 
Banks were higher; with Bar- 
clays up 61p to I360p. 

IC1 - year's results next 
week - put on lBp to 543p and 
BAA, also reporting next week, 
added 203p to 723p. Indepen- 
dent Energy, toe electricity 
and gas supplier; flared 40p to 
717.5p, a peak interim results 
are next week. 

Racal Electronic, meeting 
institutions next week, rose 
43p to 387p. Premier Earn ell 
added a further Up to 202p on 
its restructuring plans. 

Poor trading reports had a 
predictable impact Allders, 


STANDFORD ROOK, the 
little biotech company, 
jumped 24p to 1863p, its 
highest for more than a 
year: Talk of a forthcoming 
fink with a major 
pharmaceuticals group 
with an asthma treatment 
was behind the surge. 

Two years ago the shares 
were riding at 635p on the 
group's TB development. 

As hopes faded they 
plunged to a 6L5p low. 


with festive sales down, fell 
43p to I083p. Building materi- 
als group Lilies ball forecast- 
ing a £ 2 . 7m loss, gave up 203p 
to 47 Jp, and talk erf a “less buoy- 
ant” market left Partridge 
Fine Arts 113p off at 623p. Oth- 
ers piling on toe gloom were 
Banner Chemical off 23p at 
83p, and TGI, down 7p at 33p. 

Builders were helped by 
Bryant's figures on Thursday 
and upbeat comments from 
Ward. Persimmon rose 14p 
highertol82pandBeDwayI6p 
at 2653p. Ward was 33p high- 
er at 3l3p. 

Langdons Foods, planning 
to raise cash through a share 
p l a c in g, was unchanged at 13p. 

Some Internet shares were 
given a further upwards wfairi. 
Free pages, linking up with 
FI extech, put on 4L5p to 32 3p, 
and Internet Technology 
gained 4p to I68p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: LI billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 74,171 






Lilleshall plunges on bank covenant breach 


SHARES IN Lffieshall, the Berk- 
shire^jased provider of indus- 
trial services, plunged from 
68p to 473p yesterday after 

toe company announced it was 
in breach of its bankmg 
covenants with Lloyds Bank. 

The company warned l that 

after writing down the value of 

its loss-making plastic house- 
■ -• — . ;*■ nntnave 


BY Cr.nrFORD GERMAN 
redeemable preference shares 

heM by GE Capital Investments- 
Uoyds has agreed to continue 
overdraft facilities due lor re- 
newal in May but GE Capital is 
considering its position. 

A trading statement said the 
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wares business . 

the money to redeem £33m m 


supplying industrial festenere ( 
nuts, bolts and screws), tools 


and worfcwear made operating 
profits of £43m in toe year just 
ended. The rest of the building 
products division, now operating 
mainly in France, made a sat- 

ttaebsy profit But losses at the 
plastic housewares business 
continue to worsen as retailers 
demand lower prices. 

Some businesses have been 
sold in the past she months, 
including Ideal Williams, a 


maker of doors and windows, 
and St Helens Glass, which 
was sold last month to the 
management for £1.5m. To- 
gether they made operating 
losses of £33m for toe year and 
incurred an operating excep- 
tional charge of £700,000. After 
other exceptional charges of 
a 7.3m, mrinding a £5m write- 
down of the plastic housewares 
business which triggered the 


breach of covenant, a loss of 
around £20m is likely and no 
final dividend will be paid. 

The new duel executive, 
Roger Feavioui; said in Sep- 
tember that t jPeshaP would 
focus an industrial services and i 
dispose of the manufacturing efi- 1 
viskms,indu(fo^bufldingprod- 
ucts and plastic housewares. 
This bas now become more ur- 
gent 
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SPORT 

Rugby Union: Ulster's revitalised No 15 is in prime form for today’s European Cup final against Colomiers in Dublin 

Mason back to playing for kicks 


IT SEEMS slightly absurd to talk 
about the loneliness nf the Inn* dis- 
tance goal-kicker when he can count 
on the unconditional support of io.imju 
deafening] v vocal Ulstermen, but 
Simon Mason is likelv t0 discover 
more about naked auliiude than he 
ever wanted to know in the teeming 
steaming pressure pit of Lansdown e 
R 02 d this afternoon. Precisclv a 
3 ear a go. Christ ophe Lamaison went 
tncim crack shot to crackpot during 
the course of a European Cup final: 
by the end. he could not have hit the 
Ar ? (Jc * TViomphe with f , hag „j onions 
IF it can happen to the William Tell 
of Brive, it can happen to anvone. 

Quite rightly. Muun will take an 
enormous degree of mental and 
emotional sustenance from the- fact 
that it did not happen to him across 
the border in Belfast three weeks 
ago. Confronted with o series of dev- 
ilish kicks at delicate psychological 
moments during the semi-final with 
Stade Franeais at Ravenhlll. his 
marksmanship from distance was 
well nigh flawless. But. by God. he 
felt the dead weight uf expectation 
in even- fibre of his being! 

"That," he admitted this week, 
"was a nervy old afternoon. 

"People often say that the longer 
kicks are Lite easy ones because 
there is no assumption that you'll 
stick them over, but it really depends 
on the circumstances of the game. 
The long penalties against Stade 
Franeais were real pressure shots 
because they kept us out of range of 
Diego Dominguez and his right 
boot. A six- or seven-point lead is so 
much easier to defend than a two- 
or three-point advantage and it 
meant that Dominguez had to pull 
some magic out of the hat rather 
than just make his goals. As it 
turned out the magic wasn't there. 
It pleases me no end to think my 


ULSTER’S ROUTE 
TO THE FINAL 


GROUP MATCHES 

Ulster 38 Edinburgh Reivers 38 
(Mason: 3 can: 4 pen. ; try. 23pts) 
Toulouse 39 Ulster 3 
(Mason I pen. 3piS) 

Elton Vale 28 Ulster 61 
(Mason: 4 con: / try. I3pts) 
Ulster 29 Toulouse 24 
[Mason I con. * pen: 1 try. 19pts) 
Ulster 43 Ebbw Vale 18 
(Mason: 7 con. 4 pen. 26ptsi 
Edinburgh Reivers 21 Ulster 23 
(Mason: 2 con. 3 pen. ISptsi 

QUARTER-FINAL 

Ulster 1 5 Toulouse 1 3 
(Mason: 3 pen. 9prsJ 

SEMI-FINAL 

Ulster 33 Stade Francis 27 
(Mason: 1 con. 5 pen. 1 drop. 20pts) 
Mason's total. 126 points 


By Chris hewett 

Sea. "You could call il a victory for 
my rugby over my bank balance: un- 
like a number of other Irish -qualified 
players who left the Premiership for 
the provinces Iasi summer. I didn’t 
have an international contract to act 
as a financial bedrock. Bui I figured 
that if I could establish myself in the 
Ulster side and perhaps break back 
into I he national .squad with a World 
Cup on the horizon, die sacrifices 
would be worthwhile. It was a ques- 
tion uf pride, as much as anything.” 
Vindication has duly arrived in tlie 
satisfying shape of ll!fi European 
Cup points in eight outings, al- 
though Warren Gatiand. tlie Ireland 
coach, remains unconvinced of 
Mason’s latent international class; 
indeed, the 23-year-old from Birken- 
head <he qualifies for the Cockles 
and Mussels brigade through three 
Irish grandparents) has yet to win 
a starting place in his country's A 
team, lei alone threaten lo relieve 
the outstanding Conor O’Shea, a per- 
sonal friend, of the No 15 Test shirt. 
Nothing less than a faultless display 
against Colomiers will drive Gatland 
into rethink mode. 

As il happens. Mason knows 
more about these particular French 
opponents than the rest of Ulster’s 
merry band of brothers put togeth- 
er. “I came across them twice with 
Richmond in last season's European 
Shield and we copped a hiding both 
times. They're an excellent side, re- 
ally very accomplished. They have 
a big physical presence up front lots 
of skill out wide and one or two of 
their players, Jean-Luc Sadoumy es- 
pecially. are world class. I’ve heard 
the old cliches. aQ that stuff about the 
French not travelling well and how 
Colomiers will hate playing at a 
Lansdowne Road full of hollering 
Ulstermen. I seem to remember peo- 
ple saying the same things about 
Brive just before they hammered 
Leicester in the 1997 final 

"There aren't any lines you can 
sensibly draw in advance of a game 
of this magnitude. It’s a final, isn’t 
it? That’s as much as you can say. 
There are no favourites, no under- 
dogs. The team that handles the 
nerves and copes with the unique- 
ness of it all will lift the trophy. Those 
o! us fortunate enough to have 
played international rugby will be 
able to draw on the experience and 
help those who haven’t to avoid the 
pitfalls. It’s easy to get carried away 
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kicks helped push him into a corner.” 

This time last year, the thrice- 
capped Irish full-back was in a cor- 
ner of his own. Richmond, the 
ambitious Allied Dunbar Premier- 
ship club he had joined from Orrell 
in 1996. were paying him - hand- 
somely, as a matter of feet - but not 
playing him. They preferred Matt 
Pini, the former World Cup Wallaby, 
as their last line of defence, even 
though Mason had contributed 321 
points to their promotion drive the 
previous season. 

“I was banging my head against 
a brick wall at Richmond and to be 
honest with you. rejection felt like a 
kick in the teeth. It was something 
I’d never experienced: Td gone 
through the system, done well in 
every age group and at every level 
and suddenly, I found myself pushed 
to one side. I went to Blackheath on 


years ago. Above all, we need to stay 
calm and stay together." 

Whatever happens this after- 
noon, Mason intends to stay in 
Belfast; happily, an extension to his 
one-year contract up for renewal at 
the end of the season, is likely to be 
agreed sooner rather than la tec 
“It’s been pure enjoyment, playing 
here," he said. “The side is so dose- 
knit and so mutually supportive 
that it was easy to settle in and find 
my feet again after the disappoint- 
ment at Richmond. In fed I haven’t 
had a run of form like this since my 


Simon Mason stays relaxed in training at Ravenhill this week. The team that handles the nerves will lift the trophy/ says the Ulster full-back Pacemaker 

Irish prepared for miracles 


GERRY ADAMS and David Trimble 
are expected to share the same VIP 
box overlooking the Lansdowne 
Road bearpit in Dublin this after- 
noon and in a perfect world, Ulster 


Orrell days and I'm treasuring every would win the European Cup with 


second of il 

“But while we’re having a lot of 
fun. we're also very serious about our 
rugby. We’re not just happy to be in 


the last kick of the game and send 
the two men heading arm in arm to- 
wards Kitty O’Shea’s for 58 pints of 
you know what and a table- thump- 


the final. We've looked at the tape of ing chorus of “Get ’Em Down. You 


kick in the teeth. It was something the Stade Franeais game over and Zulu Warrior". Pie in the sky? Per- 
I’d never experienced: I'd gone over again and we've said to our- haps. But then, wtio gave the white- 
through the system, done well in selves: ‘Yes, we played out of our shirted no-hope's from RavenhflJ an 
every age group and at every level skins, but we can still improve tech- earthly of making the final? Maybe 
and suddenly, I found myself pushed nically. We can scrummage better, one miracle will lead to another, 
to one side. I went to Blackheath on we can spruce up our restarts, we There has been a holy bible-full 

*1 loan and removed some of the rust can cut out these errors.’ By taking of miracles already this season. 

J from my system, but I knew my a professional approach and setting Smeared all over southern France 
whole career was in tlie balance, the right standards, we can strike a by Toulouse in September - Ulster 


whole career was in tlie balance. 
Even when Ulster got in touch and 
asked me to consider moving to 
Ravenhill, it was a hell of a decision 
to have to make. I knew the move 
would hit me in the pocket and. more 
importantly, my then-fiancee had just 
qualified as a vet and been offered 
a job in Londoa Understandably. 
Belfast was not one of her preferred 
options,” 

If Mason drew the line at praying 
for guidance, he certainly went 
through the agonies before aban- 
doning a settled London lifestyle and 
booking his passage across the Irish 


balance between lapping up all the 
attention and actually doing the job. 

“Irish sides have this reputation 
of flattering to deceive, but by beat- 
ing Toulouse and Stade Franeais 
we’ve proved we can win the tight 
ones. Will we win this one? Who 
knows? No matter bow meticulous- 
ly you prepare, a cup final is bound 
to be a swirl of passion and emotion. 
That is what makes the experience 
so special. Only one thing is certain. 
Everyone lucky enough to be in- 
volved will take their memories of 
this occasion to their graves.” 


by Toulouse in September - Ulster 
lost 39-3 at Les Sept Deniers that 
day and were distinctly fortunate to 
go home with the three - they re- 
covered their wits sufficiently to 
record a five-point victory over the 
French aristocrats in the return 
match and setup a third meeting in 
the last eight. 

Stunningly, Ulster then repeated 
the feat, winning 15-13 in a howling 
Friday night gale. Staggeringly, they 
then fought a famous rearguard ac- 
tion to dump the supposed tourna- 
ment certainties, Stade Franeais, on 
their illustrious derr fares at the 


semi-final stage. Talk about your 
name being on the cup. 

Indeed, the predestination theo- 
rists find it impossible to beKeve that 
the unknowns of Colomiers, a non- 
descript communist-controlled mu- 
nicipality situated in the heavily 
industrialised suburbs of Toulouse, 
will fere any better than their heavy- 
weight countrymen. Colomiers is not 
a traditional union stronghold; it is 
not a Beziers or a Perpignan or a 
Pau. Its rugby dub was founded as 
recently as 1963 and the number of 
home-grown internationals can still 
be counted on the fingers of one 
hand. Until last season, when Jean- 
Luc Sadourny’s side beat Agen to 
win the European Conference (a 
competition for also-rans), they had 
never won a brass franc. 

In the great firmament of French 
rugby, Colomiers are a satellite 
rattier than a planet Which is pre- 
cisely why they could send the Irish 
favourites into the black hole of de- 
feat today. Like Brive before them 
- and who can forget the massacre 
tiiey inflicted on Leicester two years 
ago? - Colomiers happily conceal 
their talents behind a cloak of 
anonymity. Ulster know all about 
Sadoumy one of the world’s most 
accomplished full-backs, but are 
dangerously ignorant of Laurent 


Labit Patrick Tabacco. Stephane 
Peysson and the rest of the low-pro- 
file operatives whose precision work 
over five unforgiving months has 
guided their dub to the biggest oc- 
casion in its brief and hitherto un- 
remarkable history 
And in one very pertinent sense, 
it is history that bars Ulster’s road 
to the title. The Heineken Cup. as it 
was known before the politicians 
started interfering, was for three 
years the exclusive property of those 
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who travelled furthest to challenge 
for it Toulouse beat Carcfiffat Cardiff 
Arms Park to win the inaugural com- 
petition in 1996. while Brive - given 
no chance whatsoever - gave 
Leicester what for at the same 
venue the following year. It was the 
same story last January, when Bath 
crossed the Channel and staged 
the smash and grab raid to end them 
all by beating the holders in Bor- 
deaux. Rome advantage? Home 
disadvantage, more like. 

Woriyingiy for something ap- 
proaching 48.000 of this afternoon's 
49.000 crowd. Colomiers are strong 
in Ulster's most obvious area of 
weakness; they have two interna- 
tionals. Stephane Graou and the 
state-of-the-art hooker Marc Dal 
Maso, in their front row and their 
presence should ensure another 80 
minutes of reverse gear discomfort 
for the Irish scrummage. Both 
Thbacco. perhaps the most effective 
line-out forward in the tournament 
and Fatten Galthie, the former in- 
ternational scrum-half passed late 
fitness tests yesterday. And although 
Mickael Carre's hamstring restricts 
him to bench duty. Jerome Sieurac 
proved a more than adequate mid- 
field performer in the tight semifinal 
victory over Perpignan. 

Still. Ulster have one or two 


match-winners of their own: Simon 
Mason, always a reliable goal-kick- 
er, has been in golden boot form 
these last few weeks and if the 
French start getting up the nose of 
Clayton Thomas, the international 
referee from Wales, they will be 
made to pay for their indiscipline in 
the hard currency of penalty points. 
And what of the fly-half David 
Humphreys, whose resourceful cap- 
taincy in the semi-final was over- 
shadowed only by his own 
play-making ingenuity? Another vir- 
tuoso effort today will surely send 
him scurrying helter-skelter into 
the Ireland side for the Five Nations 
opener with France next weekend. 

Ulster badly need to go points up 
in the first quarter, for if they allow 
Colomiers the luxury of a settling- 
in period, the Frenchmen will have 
it topped and tailed by the hour 
mark. It has been a strange old tour- 
nament though; Ulster's march 
has more than neutralised the ef- 
fects of the English boycott and left 
an entire nation wondering whether 
this whole adventure was somehow 
meant to be. “Above all it's a mat- 
ter of keeping our feet on the 
ground.” mused Humphreys yes- 
terday. Yes. And Dublin ground at 
that Who would have predicted it 
back home in Belfast? 


Wasps roused to chase Springbok Teichmann 


THE RUGBY retirement home 
known as the Allied Dunbar Pre- 
miership looks like attracting an- 
other international once his test 
career is over. The buzz is that 
Wasps want South Africa captain, 
Gary Tfeichmann. to join them after 
this year’s World Cup. _ 

“They [WbspsJ have been m touch 
and I've spoken to them, but it's very 
initial" Teichmann said. 

So initial, indeed, that Nigel 
Melville, Wasps director of rugby, 
had no inkling that Teichmann was 
interested in Loftus Road until he 


interested ui — 

read speculation in the press. 

Bl o°$ 
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by davip Llewellyn 

“We read in the papers that we 
were talking to Ttichmann.” Melville 
said, “so we thought we had better 
speak to his agent, which we have 
now done. I expect to speak to Te- 
ichmann himself sooner rather than 
later, probably after another con- 
versation with his agent" 

The Springbok No 8 Teichmann 
has reportedly been offered around 

£ 200 , 000 . although whether that is 
over one, two or three years is not 
known. Melville denies making any 
offer and added: “I don't even know 


if we can afford that sort of money. 
Teichmann is a fantastic player and 
we would be foolish not to have fol- 
lowed up on the speculation.” 

One player who definitely moved 
yesterday was Richmond's Welsh in- 
ternational prop, John Davies, who 
has followed Scott Quinnell to 
Stradey Park, although he will not 
feature in Llanelli's team for today’s 
Welsh Rugby Union Challenge Tro- 
phy final against Pontypridd. 

And spectators at Stradey Park 
for the game, which kicks off at 
5.30pm, wQl not see any of the nine 
players in the Wales squad. Welsh 


coach Graham Henry has reached 
an amicable agreement with both 
chibs for the players to be pulled out 
of the match. 

Swansea rest their wing Matthew 
Robinson for the Swalec Cup tie 
against Newport, fuelling specula- 
tion that he will be on the bench 
against Scotland at Murrayfield 
□ext weekend. 

The fifth round of the Tetley’s Bit- 
ter Cup sees a resurgent London 
Irish travelling to EYankfitfs Gartens 
looking for a repeat of their con- 
vincing Premiership victory over the 
Saints earlier this month. 


Northampton's Argentine front 
row, Frederico Mendez, said: “We 
made too many mistakes that night 
Ybu won’t see the same errors this 
time. Wte have to tackle all afternoon. 
And we will have Matt Dawson back 
at scrum-half." 

Henley are taking 1,500 support- 
ers with them to Kingsholm for the 
tie against Gloucester: Hie Nation- 
al League One chib, who knocked 
out Premiership One Bedford in the 
previous round, are eager to play in 
the cauldron of sound. 

The Gloucester crowd can give 
visiting teams terrible stick, but 


they also appreciate good rugby. 
With their expansive, all-out at- 
tacking approach, coupled with a 
miserly defence which has conced- 
ed 17 tries in the league, Henley 
should provide the Cherry and 
Whites with plenty of problems. 

Newcastle’s all Premiership One 
tie at North-East neighbours West 
Hartlepool was given spice when for- 
mer England and Gosforth prop 
Colin White, now the assistant coach 
at West declared: "Newcastle is just 
a cheque book club now, one with 
which I no longer have any affinity.” 

In another tie involving Division 


One teams. Harlequins have put 
hooker Keith Wood and lock Garrick 
Morgan on the bench and have to do 
without the services of fly-half Thier- 
ry Lacroix t concussed) and coach- 
captain Zinzan Brooke. Their 
opponents, London Scottish, are 
without Scotland international cen- 
tre Ronnie Eriksson. 

Wendell Sailor makes his last 
appearance for Leeds at Leicester. 
Tomorrow sees Iydney of National 
League One entertain Cup holders 
Saracens at Regen tsholme. Wasps 
play Waterloo, and Richmond are at 
home to Exeter. 
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Sydney’ s ugly answer to Olympic riddle 

. . ... r Oalrintf hV 4 


THERE COMES a point in most 
people’s lives when they stop 
and ask themselves: Who am 
I? What am I doing? Why am 
I here? For me, that moment 
came during September 1993 
as 1 sat in a stuffy, viewless 
room with approximately 50 fel- 
low journalists who, for all I 
knew, were experiencing the 
same feelings of angst and 
displacement At least they 
did if they had any sense. 

The task upon which we 
were all engaged, closeted in 
our Monte Carlo conference 
room, was that of predicting to 
which city the International 
Olympic Committee - closeted 
in the luxuriant Hotel de Paris 
- would award the 2000 Games. 

Of the five prospective hosts 
who had gathered for this qua* 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


drennial utterance of the 
Olympic oracle, Istanbul and 
Berlin bad not even a feint 
hope of attracting a significan t 
proportion of the 89 available 
IOC votes. 

Manchester, back again 


after the dismal failure of their 
bid for the i$96 Games, had 
come op with an ingenious 
projection of round-by-roimd 
voting which ended with them 
victorious. The General Elec- 
tion. apparently, was about to 
be won by the Liberal De- 
mocrats. Meanwhile, the two 
heavyweight contenders. Syd- 
ney and Peking, were working 
to each other’s body. 

Beyond those basic facts, 
for the increasingly frantic 
members of the Fourth Estate, 
there was little to catch hold 
of but swiris of rumour, fleet- 
ing impressions, non-attrib- 
u table intimations. Theory and 
counter-theory travelled 
around the stuffy room for a 
long, barmy week as the five 
basic tools of the trade - who. 


what, why where, when -were 
rendered ineffectual 

Sydney, we were told, had 
the test technical bid -“bloody 
near perfect*' one IOC member 
had claimed. But that had ap- 
parently been followed by a 
sense amnn g some IOC mem- 
bers that the Sydney bidders 
had become cocksure, which 
haH adversely affected their 
prospects- 

Peking’s bid was fronted try 
Chen Xi tong, who as mayor of 
the city had ordered troops to 
open fire on protesting stu- 
dents in Tiananmen Square 
four years earlier. Bit of apub- 
lic relations hitch there, you 
mi ght think. But the IOC pres- 
ident, Juan-Antonio Sama- 
ranch, was said to favour the 
Chinese because die prospect 


of opening up new sporting 
links with their regime was the 
kind of thing a committee - say 
the Nobel Peace Prize com- 
mittee - might look upon 

favourably. 

On the day before the elec- 
tion, 90 white roses, one for 
each IOC member; were de- 
livered to the Hotel de Paris by 
the International Campaign 
for Tibet A message was at- 
tached to each one: “Remem- 
ber the political prisoners”. 
Would IOC members do any 
such thing? Hard to tdL No one 
was saying. 

All week, individual IOC 
members were canvassed dis- 
creetly in hotel bars and lob- 
bies, indicating preferences, 
possibilities and even, in some 
cases, firm commitments. 


But the nature of the exer- 
cise - secret voting with the 
least successful city dropping 
out round-by-round - meant 
that their true intentions 
seemed, to adapt Winston 
Churchill's phrase about 
Russia, a riddle wrapped in a 
mystery inside an enigma. 

In the preceding months, 
Samaranch had trailed the 
IOC’s availability teasingty 
around the block- In Man- 
chester; holding hands with 
children from a Sale infant 
school he was cheered by chil- 
dren waving Union Jacks. 
Asked whether the rain which 
had fallen on that day would 
have a dampening effect on the 
city’s chances, he replied: “We 
are used to rain. When I am 
travelling and I find rain in a 


country I always think it is a 
lucky country." Oooh. Bet you 
say that to ail the bids. 

In Sydney he was pictured 

with schoolchildren sporting 
Aboriginal decorations and 
costume. “I am happy to be 

here," be declared, “and I hope 

to a gain, many, many 

times -maybe also in the year 

20001" Tell you what, cobber; 
play your cards right and you 
could be in there. 

And so to the reckoning. 
Denis Howell, who led Birm- 
ingham's bid for the 1992 
Olympics, said be had 25 votes 
in the hag. Birmingham polled 
eight votes. ESghtyears mu Bob 
Scott, leader of the Manchester 
tad , p redated 20 votes in the first 
round. Manchester polled 11 
votes, arxi%dr^ eventually de- 


feated Peking by 

Who could have predicted th»- 

Even that hugety e^wnen^ 

observer of IOC matters, John 
Rodda of The Guardian, had 

called it wrongly. 

But then Rodda presum- 
ably didn’t know about the 
$Aus105,000 (£42,000) it now 
inspires that the Australian 
ai u<« rnmmittpp nresktent * 



night before the vote with the 
intention of swaying two wa- 
vering African nations. Par for 
the course, it now appears. 

personally. I feel more set- 
tled about the whole Monte 
Carlo experience after this 
month's revelations, knowing 

that what was wrapped in the 

mystery inside the enigma 
was not a riddle, but a bung. 


Super Bowl Tmn: Denver face determined opposition from underdogs as they attempt to repeat last year’s victory 


j Six-year wait 
for revenge 
fires Reeves 


AN UNEXPECTED sight may 
have greeted the surgeons who 
: performed a quadruple heart 

bypass operation on Dan 
Reeves last month: a deeply 
scarred organ full of anger and 
bitterness. 

Reeves, head coach of the Al- 
lan ta Falcons, appears on the 
surface to be perfectly tem- 
peramentally suited to the pe- 
culiar demands of his 
profession. It is a job he has per- 
formed with distinction for 17 
years: no other active coach can 
emulate his 172 career victories, 
nor his record of four Super 
Bowl appearances. 

Despite his medical condi- 
tion. Reeves will tomorrow lead 
the Falcons in Super Bowl 
XXXin where he will face the 
Denver Broncos, the team 
which fired him six years ago. 
That alone adds a spicy per- 
sonal subplot to America’s pre- 
mier sporting soap opera. 
Throw into toe mix the fact that 
* Denver's head coach, Mike 
Shanahan, and quarterback 
John El way are the people 
Reeves holds responsible for 
his demise, and you have the el- 
ements of a Shakespearean 
drama. Watching the sidelines 
will be almost as much fun as 
observing the action on toe 
1 gridiron. 

It all happened six years 
ago, but for Reeves, the psy- 
chological wounds remain as 
fresh as the physical ones in- 
dicted on his ailing heart just six 
weeks ago. “There's still a lot 
of hurt there that won’t ever go 
away" he sakL “I don't think any 
time you're fired, and you’ve 
been in a place for 12 years and 
had the success we had, that 
you understand it or [can] say 
it doesn't hurt you." The story 
goes that Reeves hired Shana- 
han, an exciting young 
prospect, to coach his wide re- 
ceivers in 1984. promoting him 


BY NICK HALUNG 
in Miami 


to offensive co-ordinatorayear 
later. Ail seemed welL With 
Ehvay masterful at quarter- 
back. Denver went to three 
Super Bowls, in a four- year 
spell in toe late 1980s. and al- 
though they lost them all the 
Broncos were recognised as a 
force within the game. 

Shanahan joined the Los 
Angeles Raiders as head coach 
in 1988. but lasted less than two 
years, and when he was sacked 
Reeves swiftly brought him 
back to Colorado, this time as 
quarterbacks coach. Problems 
soon followed. In a 1990 report 
in toe Denver Post Elwaywas 
quoted as saying that commu- 
nication between himself and 
Reeves was “poor ”. The rift 
deepened as Shanahan and 
Elwav became increasingly 
close. Reeves believed that his 
assistant was working with toe 
player behind his back and 
even creating plays without 
the knowledge or permission of 
the head coach. Unwilling to be 
marginalised. Reeves dis- 
missed Shanahan in 1992 for in- 
subordination. 

A year later, following a 
mediocre 1992 campaign. 
Reeves too was gone, and 
Ehvay described playing for 
his former boss as “hell”. After 
a two-year hiatus during which 
Wade Phillips tried unsuccess- 
fully to revive the franchise's 
fortunes, Shanahan returned as 
the head man with a glowing 
endorsement from the veteran 
quarterback. Denver have been 
irresistible since winning their 
first Super Bowl last year and 
are heavily favoured to retain 
their title on Sunday. 

Reeves then spent four 
years with the New York Giants 
taking them to toe play-offs be- 
fore landing toe thankless task 


of attempting to revive Atlanta 
in 1997. The FUlcons, one of the 
league's most consistent losers, 
had won just three games the 
year before and the enormity of 
the task was evident as they 
won just once in Reeves’ first 
eight games. 

Since then, toe turnaround 
has been dramatic The Falcons 
have lost just four times in 26 
outings: 60-1 underdogs at the 
start of the campaign, they are 
without doubt the most sur- 
prising team in Super Bowl 
history Reeves has rightly been 
named coach of the year for toe 
achievement his reputation 
restored beyond debate. 

At times this week, however; 
his feud with Shanahan and 
Ehvay has threatened to over- 
shadow the occasion. His re- 
sentment has not dimmed with 
the years. “You never forget 
those things," said Reeves. 
“But am I a person that's not 
going to speak to Mike Shana- 
han or John Elway? I don't live 
my life like that, but I won't go 
out to eat with them or go 
socially to a function.” 

A surprised Shanahan says 
his relationship with his former 
boss is beyond repair, and 
denies accusations of under- 
mining his previous employer's 
authority. “I thought we were 
both going to take the high 
road on this and I don't realty 
understand it,” he said. 

Elway, appearing for what 
may be the last game of a glit- 
tering 16 year career is main- 
taining diplomatic dignity 
through it alL “That was six 
years ago,” he said. “I’ve moved 
on, and I concentrate on the 
good times. We had a hell of a 
lot more good times when he 
was here than bad times." 

Can the feud be resolved? 
Not according to Reeves. 
“You’d have to get us in a room 
with a psychiatrist and make us 
talk about what happened,” he 
said. “But that will never hap- 
pen because somewhere along 
the line, you find somebody 
who’s not telling the truth.” 

Since airing his grievances 
earlier this week under the in* 
tense scrutiny of 3,500 media 
representatives assembled in 
Miami for the game. Reeves 
has apologised for his words, 
the apology being accepted by 
Shanahan. In a real sense how- 
ever; his heart has been laid 
bare in more ways than one in 
recent weeks. Perhaps a victo- 
ry over the team that caused 
him such trauma six years ago 
will finally allow Dan Reeves' 
wounds to heaL 



Dan Reeves apologised for this week’s outburst AUsport 



Falcons ‘guarantee’ victory 


NOT SINCE the New York Jets 
30 years ago has there been 
such a surprise Super Bowl par- 
ticipant as the Atlanta Falcons, 
writes Nick Hailing. 

Back in 1969, in the build-up 
to the game, the Jets' flamboy- 
ant quarterback “Broadway” 
Joe Namath famously guaran- 
teed an upset victory over the 
favoured Baltimore Colts. Per- 
haps that is what Atlanta cor- 
nerback Ray Buchanan had in 
mind when he made toe same 
prediction earlier this week, 
guaranteeing an upset in to- 
morrow’s game. 

“It’s for fun,” he said, “but 
having a guarantee is more of 
a confidence thing. It's not like 
a slap in Denver’s face. This is 
reality. This football team has an 
opportunity to shock toe world." 

Tto do that they must first 
stop the Broncos' top-ranked 


running game, led by Terrell 
Davis. One of only four players 
ever to rush for 2,000 yards in 
a season. Davis is in compelling 
form, as he showed with game- 
winning performances in the 
play-offs against the M iami 
Dolphins and the Jets. If toe 
Falcons cannot stop him, it is 
unlikely that Buchanan's guar- 
antee will stand up. 

“If you shut down Terrell 
Davis, your chance of winning 
goes up," said Atlanta linebacker 
Jessie Higgle. “They depend 
so much on running the ball so 
that’s what we have to do." 

The Falcons boast a solid 
ground attack of their own, with 
Jamal Anderson producing a 
string of impressive perfor- 
mances this season However; 
the Denver defensive unit has 
been imposing in the play-offs, 
and in Bill Romanowski they 


have a formidable run-stopper. 
With both teams committed to 
containing the run, Davis and 
Anderson could be in for a 
painful night's work. 

If it becomes a passing 
game, Atlanta and Denver 
appear well matched. The Fal- 
cons' veteran quarterback 
Chris Chandler is playing the 
best football of his ll-year ca- 
reer and is working effectively 
with his receivers, Tboy Martin 
and Terence Mathis. Both have 
the ability to take advantage of 
Denvers' perceived weakness 
against a well-thrown ball. 

Similarly, the Broncos mil 
simply turn to John Elway 
should Davis falter. The team’s 
inspirational leader for 16 years, 
Elway has retained the ability 
to make toe big play at toe cru- 
cial time. His 6ft 5in receiver Ed 
McCaffrey is likely to cause 


damage against the effective but 
small Atlanta defensive backs. 

The coaching duel will be fas- 
cinating because both head 
coaches have been here many 
times before. Atlanta's Dan 
Reeves will be participating in 
his ninth Super Bowl as player 
and coach while his counterpart 
Mike Shanahan, has won cham- 
pionship titles with the San 
Francisco 49ers and Denvec 

“His ability to relate to his 
players is great” said the Den- 
ver tight-end Shannon Sharpe. 
“He’s as hard as he needs to be 


but he can be easy too. Mike 
doesn't have a hard time getting 
guys to play for him because we 
enjoy him ” 


The Broncos also enjoy an- 
other significant advantage in 
that as winners last year; most 
of them know what to expect 
from an occasion that has over- 
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Bowl experience and oj 
of them, former Gree 
Packers safety Eugene 
son, has tasted success 
even the Falcons belie* 
as with Denver against 
Bay a year ago, their sti 
underdogs can work to ti 
vantage. After 33 seas 
mediocrity, they have 
founded expectation toai 
Miami, and just like Nai 
Jets three decades ago tf 
full of confidence. 

“We came in this yea 
the intention of changu 

whole image of the Allan 

cons, and that's what 
done," said Higgle. “Thla 



one reason, and that's 



Donewald on misconduct charge 


Beeston lose out to national side 


•j 


THE BASKETBALL authorities 
will focus on Moorways in Derby 
tonight, where the Storm’s 
volatile coach. Bob Donewald, 
wffl be undo- pressure to behave 
after an extraordinary week 
even by the American coach's 
disciplinary standards. 

Just four days ago he was 
banned for two games and fined 
£300 after his latest appearance 
before the disciplinary commit- 
tee, on his 29th birthday. Now, 
Donewald has been charged 
with misconduct following a re- 
port by the commissioner, Mai- 


BASKETBALL 


By Richard Taylor 

coim Heath, about his antics at 
Derby’s Budweiser League vic- 
tory over Birmingham Bullets at 
Moorways fast Saturday. 

Uniquely for basketball how- 
ever; and of most concern for the 
League and English Basketball 
Association is that toe police are 
now involved after complaints by 
Birmingham fans about 
Donewald’s actions. A police of- 
ficer was called to the arena on 


Saturday and three Bi rmingham 
supporters have made com- 
plaints to Derby police. 

On Tuesday Donewald was 
dealt with for abusing toe offi- 
cials at Derby’s game with 
Greater London Leopards, 
after he bad been fined anoth- 
er £300 earlier in toe season for 
n-itt f*faingnffipiak after toe de- 
feat at Thames Valley Tigers. 

Donewald may find it hard to 
be on his best behaviour tonight 
against a team he loves to beat 
as third-placed Derby face sec- 
ond-placed Manchester Giants. 


London Towers confirmed 
the worst kept secret of trans- 
fer deadline week yesterday by 
signing the American guard-for- 
ward Rancty Duck to replace fel- 
low American Eric KubeL Dude 
was due to make his debut at 
Newcastle Eagles last night. 

Ttoo other new signings make 
debuts tonight Justin Phoenix 
pfays for Birmingham at Leop- 
ards and 7ft 2in Adam McCan- 
na for Worthing Bears at home 
to Chester Jets. The Bears have 
not won since beating Chester 
on 3 October- 24 games ago. 


YET AGAIN the absence of im- 
portant players will affect to- 
morrow's National League 
programme. This time it is 
caused by an England Under- 
18 training camp at Bisham 
Abbey. Worst affected will be 
Beeston, at home to third- 
placed Southgate, who will be 
missing Philip Sully Matt Tay- 
lor and Antty West 
Graham Griffiths, Beeston’s 

manager expressed his amaze- 
ment that hockey had not got 
to grips with the problem. “It 
would never happen in football,” 



by Bill Colwill 


he said. “Can you imagine 
Michael Owen being released 
bv Liverpool to play for England 
Under-185? I find the whole 
thing extremely frustrating. 

“Sadly we have faced this 
problem during the second half 
of the season for several years. 
And what's more we are almost 
certainly going to have to go 
into Europe at Easter missing 
the three of them.” 


The Hockey Association, 
however; will simply say that 
there is just not enough time in 
the season to fit everything in. 

Perhaps England should fob 
low toe German example and 
split toe National League sea- 
son into two halves with a long 
mid-season break, playing on 
after Easter into toe summer 
months. After all hockey no 
longer shares grounds with 
cricket nor are top players able 
to play both games. 

Andy Billson, the Tbddington 
coach, has left toe dub and has 


lands 


ford 
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Set the controls for the heart of Wimbledon 
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IT J^i EMs Ui»t following Iasi 
week’s eulogy to him in this col- 
umn, the powers r.f fcj ;irr -. 
Da\nes have increascrj; now hi- 
has the gift of bilocaUon loo 
! commentating on the tennis 
fromAustraka and the ice skai- 
mg from Prague, all in the same 
day. How on earth does he do if > 
The tennis cubicle in Television 
Centre is yards and yards awav 
trom the skating cubicle. 

It is not just him: Sue Bark- 
er is at it as well, though in her 
rase she has to fight against 
busy back-projections. What's 
the point of these? Are they to 
hoodwink as into thinking Bark- 
er is sitting on a bridge in down- 
town Prague".' When we’ve iusi 
seen her in bas-relief against the 
Melbourne skyline? 

Thursday's Horizon was 
about supemovae. which ex- 
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plfide With the force of 10 hillion 
stars < the expansion of the uni- 
versc is .speeding up by the 
way. nol slowing down as Lhc 
boffins though L outstripping 
gravity and leading eventually 
to 3 cold. dark. largely empty 
universe in a few billion jvars' 
tin>e. or whenever Manchester 
City return to die Premiership, 
whichever is sooner). On the 
tennis highlights programme 
earlier tltc* same dav iBBC2» it 


was possible to witness some- 
thing roughly similar, though it 
is lo be huped that the career of 
Amelie Mauresmo. the French 
Amazon who crushed world 
No I Lindsay Davenport un- 
derfoot in the semi-finals, lasts 
a little longer than the three 
weeks it takes for a supernova 
to burn itself out. 

“It was like playing a guy” 
Davenport murmured ruefully 
afterwards. She is no sylph- 


like shrinJdng violet herself and 
for the spectator, it was like 
watching two guys play. 

Not that there is anything 
wrong with that - this is not one 
of those laments for the days 
when women only served over- 
arm because their bustle gpt in 
the way. i am all for strong 
women, and the ferocity of some 
of the exchanges between Dav- 
enport and Mauresmo was 
thrilling. 

Mauresmo is a big girl, no 
doubt about it - upper arms like 
Henry’ Cooper, fabulous huge 
shoulders that radiate power 
and presence. Apart from the 
protrusions at the front, and 
with a few adjustments down 
below. I would do gaol fora body 
like that With a big, determined 
jaw and eyes like a cobra, she 
has the granite-like impassivi- 


ty of a Borg - the sportsman, 
that is, not one of the bionic, “re- 
sfatance-js-fiitile" Star Trek bad- 
dies. Set the controls for the 
heart of Wimbledon. 

It was appropriate that on the 
weekend of the fourth round of 
the FA Cup, Casualty (BBCD 
should have a footballing plot 
Tigers. Holby’s local small-time 
team, are in a David 'n* Goliath 
Cup be. Karl the star striker has 
a hangover from hell so the 
spiwy thug of a manager black- 
mails his predecessor as star 
striker; now the embittered 
perennial substitute, to slip a 
little something into bis glucose 
to pick him up. 

They go 1-0 down and Kart is 
struggling. Vic Harkness. the 
grizzled trainer land Karl's fa- 
ther figure i shouts: "Hell have 
a heart attack!” I wonder how 


this plot is about to develop, you 
say to yourself Kari despite his 
knee injury equalises. Then he 
has a heart attack. 

There were a good few things 
wrong in the veracity depart- 
ment- for a start, some players 
do take, have taken, stimulants 
of diverse varieties ijust ask 
Willie Johnston), but on-field 
heart attacks are about as com- 
mon as Liverpool winning an FA 
Cup tie against Manchester 
United And the idea that a “top 
Spanish dub” would send its 
manager to watch a player who 
had not even made it beyond the 
lower reaches is laughable. 

It seems Casualty specialis- 
es in improbable plot lines, 
though: a fan who had bought 
tickets fbrtbe match appeared 
to have knocked his son about 
for losing them; the lad it tran- 


spired. a 14 -year- old alcoholic 
with arrhosis of the liver, had 
been beating dad up for ages. 

Again. I am sure this has 
happened once or twice, some- 
where. but not very often mu 
doubt someone will regale me 
with figures to demonstrate 
the appalling prevalence of the 
frightening unseen menace of 
Teenage Alcoholic Lower- 
League Fbotball Fans abusing 
their father because mum died 
three years ago and he didn't 
cry about it - the charity is 
called TAL-LFF Anon, I am 
told if there are any sufferers 
out there. 

Still, at the end after a tur- 
bulent we-can-work-tb is-out-to- 
gether scene, son asked dad the 
score in the match. “It was a 
draw.’* he replies. “We have a 
second chance.” Do you think he 


was referring just to the football 
match there? Or might there 
have been a double meaning? 

There was no ambiguity 
about Will Carting's appear- 
ance on Sporting Greats 
iBBC2. Thursday: as an exer- 
cise in rehabilitation through 
self-deprecation il was shame- 
less. if not wholly successful. 

“I had no effect on the team 
that week - obviously.” he said 
of his start as England captain. 
“And it went on for eight years.” 
This was a tjpical response, 
reeking of apparent humility It's 
impossible to shake nffthe feel- 
ing with Carling, though, that it 
is all an act. and with a bit too 
much slap and what looked like 
dyed eyebiws. he came across 
like Dirk Bogaitle as Aschen- 
baeh in Death in Venice It 
made me feel queasy, anyway. 


Australian Open: Russian’s rout of Haas ensures showdown with Enqvist avoids ‘seedless final’ tag j Trials are 


Kafelnikov beats history man 


must for 


YEVGENY KAFELNIKOV over- 
whelmed Tommy Haas <5-3. 6-1. 
7-5 yesterday to spare the 1909 
Australian Open a dubious 
.1 place in the sport's history. 
^ The lOth-seeded Russian 
brushed aside the 20-year-old 
German in a 113-minule semi- 
final to rule out the prospect of 
the first unseeded men's singles 
final in the Open era. 

There w’ere clear indica- 
tions of Haas's fate as early as 
his first service game when 
Kafelnikov broke to go 2-0 up. 
The 1996 French Open cham- 
pion went on to serve 16 aces 
and significantly made only 
27 unforced errors to his op- 
ponent's 41. The 24-year-old 
Kafelnikov said: “I knew I had 
to stay tough and focused and 
did that wonderfully.’’ 
Kafelnikov, however quickly 
claimed that the in-form 
Thomas Enqvist would start 
the final as favourite, the Swede 
having won two Open warm-up 
tournaments and having beaten 
two seeds - including the twice 
US Open winner Pat Rafter - in 
the early rounds here. 

“Hopefully I will get my 
chances but I feel like Fm def- 
initely the underdog,” said 
Kafelnikov who missed the last 
two Australian Opens through 
injury. In 1997, he was ruled out 
when he broke a finger while 
battering a punchbag in the 
gym and last year injured his 
knee in a skiing accident. 

There was no room for doubt 
about Kafelnikov’s performance 
yesterday. He started strongly 
against a tentative Haas and 
-0 gained important early service 
breaks in the first two sets. It 
was the first time Haas had 
made it past the third round in 
a Grand Slam tournament and 
be began nervously. Hie match 
was almost over by the time he 
began to find bis range with 
damag in g groun dstrokes. 




BY DERRICK U'lOTE 
in Melbourne 

Kafelnikov completely out- 
played Haas, breaking the base- 
liner's serve in the lllh game 
of the final set and then calmly 
serving out the match to love. 
He varied his tactics constant- 
ly slamming 16 aces and also 
drawing Haas into long rallies. 
Kafelnikov said he would need 
lo adopt similar tactics against 
Enqvist- who beat the unsung 
N icolas Lapentti of Ecuador 6- 
3, 7-5. 6-1 in the first semi-final. 

"The one thing 1 do have to 
do to stay in the match with 
Thomas is to hold my serve," 
Kafelnikov said. T know if I stay 
in the match with him I will 
have my chances.” 

The semi-final was played 
with Melbourne Park’s re- 
tractable centre court roof 
closed after light rain fell a 
decision that did not please 
Kafelnikov “I was actually dis- 
appointed with the decision, 
because Tommy beat me once 
indoors.” he said. 

His win buried the prospect 
of the first unseeded men's 
singles final in more than 30 
years of Open tennis. Richard 
Krajicek beat MaliVai Wash- 
ington in what was originally 
billed as an unseeded final at 
Wimbledon in 1996. But an In- 
ternational Tennis Federation 
spokeswoman said Wimbledon 
officials decided after the final 
that Krajicek was a seed, re- 
placing Austria's Thomas 
Muster who had withdrawn 
from the tournament 

Other than that, the only 
unseeded final was at the 1966 
US National Championships 
when Fred Stolie beat his fel- 
low Australian John New- 
combe 4-6, 12-10, 6-3, 6-4. Open 
tennis began in 1968. 



Russia’s Yevgeny Kafelnikov keeps Tommy Haas at arm's length daring yesterday’s men’s singles semi-final in Melbourne 


Allsport 


Two weeks ago, punters had 
the unseeded Enqvist at 33-1 to 
win the championship. After 
winning an exhibition event 
two days before the Open his 
odds improved to 9-1. Now the 
24-year-old Swede, who had not 
made it past the quarter-finals 
of a Grand Slam event until now 


is the strong favourite to take 
the title. 

Enqvist has yet to lose a 
match this yean with titles from 
Adelaide and Melbourne warm- 
up events affirming his return 
from foot surgery last year 

“Fm quite amazed to see how 
strong he is when he comes 


back after an injury,” said com- 
patriot Jonas Bjorkman, who 
reached the doubles final with 
Australian partner Ifat Rafter in 
a five-set semi-final against the 
second seeds, Ibdd Wxidbridge 
and Mark Wwdforde. 

Bjorkman tipped Enqvist to 
win the title. “Thomas is so 


strong, and so focused, to take 
his chance when he really has 
[it]. And he seems to be more 
ready than ever to win a Grand 
Slam,” Bjorkman said. 

Rafter who was seeded third 
but beaten in the third round by 
Enqvist, was not quite so sure, 
as he pointed to an in-form 


Kafelnikov, who is under no 
pressure. The US Open cham- 
pion would not, however, 
begrudge Enqvist the title 
many thought the Australian 
himself would tak e, 

“If he wins he's a very 
deserving winner, no doubt 
about it,” Rafter said. 


Storm over man-sized Mauresmo 







m 


Martina Hingis deft) and Anna Koumikova celebrate 
their Australian Open doubles title yesterday AUsport 


THE WORLD’S top two women 
players have denied they were 
talking about anything but ten- 
nis when they said Australian 
Open finalist Amelie Mauresmo 
was like a man. 

The 19-year-old Mauresmo 
has powerful shoulders and a 
game to match. She saw off the 
world No 1, Lindsay Davenport, 
in the semi-finals on Thursday 
with a fearsome display of 
power tennis. She is also open- 
ly gay and speaks freely about 
her relationship with a woman 
who travels with her on the tour. 

But the player was said by 
her coach to be angered by 
comments from Davenport and 


a remark attributed to defend- 
ing champion Martina Hingis, 
whom she will play in today’s 
women's fin al. 

Hingis was quoted as saying 
in a German-language news 
conference on Thursday: “She 
travels with her girlfriend She 
is half a man.” Or in German: 
“Sie ist ein halber Mann." 

Mauresmo 's coach, 
Christoph e Fournerie, told 
Channel Seven television. “She 
has the feeling that she played 
really well and she did well, so 
she’s surprised that the num- 
ber one and the number two in 
the world could talk about her 
like that She thought everyone 


would talk about her tennis 
and not her private life. That is 
a bit surprising for her be- 
cause she's young.” 

Hingis and Davenport both 
said their words had been twist- 
ed by the press. Hingis denied 
she had ever used the “half- 
man” remark. 

“Who would say that?” 
Hingis said “She’s a girl, she's 
playing tennis. I have to beat 
her on court, not somewhere 
else. She has got a lot of topspin 
and it's not., that she is a man 
but she plays Kke a man. That’s 
what we were saying.” 

Davenport - who said after 
being beaten by Mauresmo, “I 


thought I was playing a guy” - 
accused reporters of taking 
her words out of context 

“Wro guys love to write the 
worst line possible and you 
have probably hurt a very nice 
girl,” she told a news confer- 
ence yesterday. 

The row precedes an al- 
ready intriguing women’s final 
Mauresmo, the former top- 
ranked junior who pumps iron 
to build up her muscles, twice 
took Hingis to three sets last 
year. Clearly distressed by the 
controversy, she avoided cam- 
era crews at Melbourne Paris 
yesterday and went to Koqyong, 
a few miles away. 


Christie hoping for sharp performance 


LINFORD CHRISTIE gets back 
to the sharp end of athletics 
today as he comes temporari- 
ly out of retirement to contest 
the 60 metres at the Lynx Ex- 
press AAA Indoor Champi- 
onships in Bir min g ham . 

The former world and 
Olympic loom champion, who 
will be 39 in April will not be 
able to shave for six months if 
he fails to beat 6.70sec for the 
distance - a challenge laid 

down to him by the group of ath- 

im-'liiriinP 


gfetesnenowcoacnes, 
^European 100m champion Dar- 
ren Campbell and world in- 
door 400m silver medallist 

Jamie Baulcb- 

The younger runners, tired 
Of hearing Christie tell them 
how he could still beat them 
even though he had retired 
from top class raring is 1997, 


by Mike Rowbottom 

set him a target which he 
could not resist trying foe But 
Christie looks likely to remain 
dean shaven given his per- 
formance in last Sunday’s 
Karlsruhe indoor 60 metres 
race, where he finished second 
to Marc Blume of Germany in 
a time of 6-57sec in what was 
his first competitive race since 
he turned out for his dub, 
Thames Valley Harriers, last 
August. 

Christie will face a younger 
generation of challengers at the 
National Indoor Arena, includ- 
ing Jason Livingston, who has 
recorded 6.81 this season, Eu- 
ropean indoor silver medallist 
Jason Gardener and world ju- 


nior 100 and 200 metres cham- 
pion, Christian Malcolm. 

The event gives UK Athlet- 
ics, whose midweek launch 
was overshadowed hy the dop- 
ing controversy surrounding 
European 200 metres champi- 
on Doug Walken the opportu- 
nity to get back on to the land 
of trad; it prefers. 

A ruling on whether Walk- 
er will have a case to answer 
after providing two urine tests 
believed to have shown up 
traces indicating the banned 
steroid nandrolone is expect- 
ed to be made early next 
week. 

Christie is not the only work! 
title winner at the National In- 
door Arena. Steve Cram, the 
former world record holder for 
the mOe, will be making his 
commentating debut for BBC, 


who cover their first domestic 
athletics meeting since 1985. 

Cram was commentating fix* 
Channel 4 last season but has 
been signed up by the Beeb 
since they took over the ath- 
letics contract last autumn in a 
five-year deal thought to be 
worth around £l5m. 

The man who used to be 
known as the Janow Arrow wiH 
be working alongside David 
Coleman, who at the age of 72 
is “cutting back on Ids com- 
mentary" according to a BBC 
spokesman. 

Ashia Hansen, who won the 
European indoor triple jump 
last year in a world record, is 
due to gauge her current form 
in what serves as the official 
trial for the World Indoor 
Championships to be held in 
Maebashi Japan, in March- 


Winners will qualify automati- 
cally assuming they have qual- 
ifying marks. 

Jo Wise, who like Hansen 
won a Commonwealth title last 
September is an entrant for the 
women’s long jump. 

While Christie runs the 
shorter distance, Campbell is 
concentrating on tomorrow’s 
200 metres event which Mal- 
colm is also intending to con- 
test Campbell says he doesn’t 
want to beat his coach, which 
is very thoughtful of him 

The longer sprint looks like 
being just as competitive as the 
60 metres, given that it is also 
due to include 400 metres run- 
ners Solomon Wariso, who re- 
turned from warm weather 
training in California just over 
a week ago, and Jamie Bauich. 

In the high jump, Olympic 


bronze medallist Steve Smith is 
planning to take part in his first 
competition since he injured his 
neck in a training accident last 
July. Smith, who spent almost 
two weeks in hospital after his 
injury, completed his first prop- 
er jump earlier this month. 

Colin Jackson, who retained 
his European high hurdles title 
last summer is a dear favourite 
for tiie 60m hurdles title, hav- 
ing warmed up for the event by 
winning over that distance in 
Karlsruhe, where he docked 
7.47sec. 

Du’Aine Ladejo, the former 
European 400m champion who 

is now concentrating on the de- 
cathlon, is among the other 
competitors due to contest the 
event, as is Paul Gray, the 1994 
Commonwealth high hurdles 
bronze medallist. 


Hingis and Anna Knumiko- 
va took their first Grand Slam 
title together yesterday when 
they beat the top seeds, Lind- 
say Davenport and Natasha 
Zvereva, 7-5. 6-3 in the women's 
doubles final 

The pair won five successive 
games from the ninth game of 
the first set to dominate the mid- 
dle stages of the match on Mel- 
bourne Park’s Centre Court. 
Last year Hingis became only 
the third woman in history to 
complete a doubles Grand 
Slam. She has won the past 
three Australian Open doubles 
titles and is aiming for her third 
successive singles title. 
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BY GENEVIEVE MURPHY 

SHOW .ICMP! XU riders v.ishin” 
lo compete in the Royal in- 
ternational Horse Show and 
the European Championships, 
which are both to be held at 
Hickstead this year, will be oblig- 
ed to compete in at least one of 
the preceding International 
Championship Team Trials. 

The results of the first two 
trials - at Windsor and the Suf- 
folk County Show at Ipswich - 
will replace the rider rankings 
as qualification for the Royal In- 
ternational. with the top 12 rid- 
ers gaining entry to the 
Hickstead show, where the last 
of the three championship tri- 
als will take place in July They 
will join three others i Andrew 
Davies. Jane Annett and John 
Renuick). who have already 
qualified through the long- 
standing series of Area In- 
ternational Trials. 

Last year Geoff Biilington 
declined to compete in the 
championship trials, which de- 
cided three of the five places on 
the British squad for the World 
Equestrian Games. Believing 
that he had the best horse in 
the country in Virtual Village 
It’s Otto, he was confident of 
gaining one of the two places 
chosen by the selectors. 

The revised rules mean that 
Biilington will have to take the 
trials seriously in order to be 
considered for the Great Britain 
team for this year’s European 
Showjumping Championships. 

The trials have produced 
satisfactory results. Robert 
Smith i in 1997' and Di Lam pare! 
dast yeari earned their places 
on championship squads 
through the trials and both 
went on to achieve the best 
score for the British team. 

VENUES FOR INTERNATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM TRIALS ‘show 
jumping): Royal Windsor Horn? Snow 1 1 5 
May). Suffolk County Show. Ipswich {2- 
5 June I . Royal incertvjtwaal Hot re Show 
Hlcksreod 17-11 July] 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of 
dollars (a, 125) 
that Super Bowl rings 
cost. The NFL buys 
125 for the winners, 
plus 125 pieces of 
jewellery costing no 
more than half that 
price for the losers. 
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v LENNOX LEWIS 

Venue: Madison Sqiure Gardens 
D ate: Saturday I3tb March 1999 

Prices: From £599pp 

inc. Big Fight Ticket 

Includes: * Transatlantic Flight * Airport Taxes -a 
* 2 Nights Hotel Accommodation * 

☆ Round Trip Airport Transfers New York t- 

☆ BIG FIGHT TICKET * 

Reservations Hotline: 0181 S59 SiSS 
Brochure reqoest/admin fine: 0181 559 H£9 

AB Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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tiUGscrids to ONdigitai now and get 
okv sports 1 free for six months and watch 
sivs F.A. Carling Premiership football. 

i\u Qish : no cable. All you need is an 
serial and an ONdiqitai box. 
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Ganguly 

keeps 
India in 
business 



SALHAV GANGI LY and Rahul 
Dravid saved India's blushes 
with gnlty half-centuries as 
Pakistan fought back strongly 
on the second day of the firs’t 
Test here yesterday. 

Dravid made 53 and GanguJv 
a defiant 54 as India, replying 
to Pakistan's first-innings score 
of 238. slipped to 166 for 6 
before recovering to post 254 on 
the second day. 

Pakistan, trailing by 16 runs 
on an uneven wicket, lost Saeed 
Anwar for seven before closing 
the day at 34 for l in their sec- 
ond innings. Saeed was leg- 
before to Venkatesh Prasad 
but Shahid Afridi and Ijaz 
Ahmed saw off the day - with 
the promise of an intense strug- 

> gle between bat and ball over 
the remaining three days. 

The Pakistani off-spinner 
Saqlain Mushtaq claimed 5 for 
94 after the captain. Wasim 
Akram, led his team's dramatic 
fightback in the morning 
session when India resumed at 
their overnight score of 48 with- 
out loss. 

The new Test opening pair of 
Sadagopan Ramesh and Van- 
gipurappu Laxman took the 
score to 67 when three wickets 
fell in successive overs for the 
addition of just five runs. 
Wasim's lethal left-arm swing 
bowling trapped both Ramesh 
S and Laxman leg-before and 
then Sachin Tendulkar went 
without scoring to leave India 
struggling at 72 for 3. 

Tendulkar shocked 35,000 
home fans when he aimed a 
reckless heave at his third ball 
and only managed to spoon an 
easy catch to Salim Malik at 
point Saqlain also removed 
India's captain. Mohammad 
Azharuddin, before lunch as 
India readied 124 for 4. 

Azharuddin, who made 11, 
failed to keep down a ball that 
rose sharply and was snapped 
up at siffy point by Inzamam-ul 
Haq. Howevec Dravid followed 


■B3S33Hi 

by Suresh Seshadkj 
in Mad ras 

Pakistan 238 & 24-1 
India 254 

his 190 and 101 in the last Test 
against New Zealand with 
another solid performance 
before he was trapped leg- 
before by Saqlain. offering no 
stroke to a straight ball. 

Saqlain then had Nayan 
Mongia stumped and Anil 
Kumble caught at short leg to 
reduce India to 188 for 7. But 
Ganguly responded by lolling 
the spinner for two sixes after 
tea, the first bringing up India’s 
200 and the second his sixth 
Ifest match half-century. 

Ganguly, who put on 41 for 
the eighth wicket with Sunil 
Joshi, finally fell to the leg- 
spinner. Shahid Afridi, when he 
edged a catch to Ijaz Ahmed at 
first slip. India were still nine 
runs behind Pakistan when 
Ganguly departed, but Javagal 
Srinath ensured the lead by 
making 10. Joshi was unde- 
feated on 25 as Shahid removed 
Srinath and Venkatesh Prasad 

Second day. Pakistan man toss 
PAKISTAN - Firs* famines 758 IMoin Kfun 
60. Yousuf Youlwu S3. A Kumble 6-70) 
INDIA - Hrat tarings 
lOvewighr *8 lot o | 

S Rjmc-f.h ibw o Vtasim Atojm .43 

V V S Lo<man lew b Wjslm Ahum 23 

R 5 Dravid Ibni b Saqlain Mushiaq 53 

S f< Tendulkar c Saim Malik b Saqlain . . 0 
•M Aznaruddm c Inuttum b Soqloai .... 1 1 
S C Ganguly i Abmed b ShJhkl Afikf 54 

IN R Mongia si Main Kiwi b Saqlain S 

A Kumble c Yousuf Yovluna b Saqlain 4 

S B Joshi net cut - 25 

J Snnaih c Ipx Abmed b Sluhid AJndi 10 
Venkaiesn Prasad v Mein Khan b Shahid a 

Extras (nb!8. t»2. Ib2) . ... 22 

Ibcal 254 

Rrtt J-67. 2-71.3-72. 4-103. 5-156. 0-166. 

7 188. 8-229.9-246 

Bow Dug: vuadm Akram 20-4-60-2 (nblO); 
WaovYbums 12-2-48-0; Saqlaui Mushraq 35- 
8-94-5 (nbS); Shahid Afndi 7 1-0-31-3 (nb3|. 
Nadeem Khan 7-0-17-0 

PAKISTAN — Second Innings 

Saeed Aitwai law b Vmkaiest. Prasad 7 

Shahid Afndi nor out 16 

Ifj- Ahmed nor our 11 

Extras 0 

-fetal (tar 1) 34 

Fall: 1-11 

Bearing (» dale): Srinath 4.5-0-18-0: W*»- 
koiesh Prasad 4-1-16-1. 

Unptres: V K Ramasv/amy (indj and RS 
Dunne |NZ|. 



Vaughan leads recovery 


ENGLAND A showed plenty of 
application as they batted 
through the final day to reach 327 
for 7 and earn a draw against the 
President's XI at Kwekwe yes- 
terday to preserve their 25- 
match unbeaten run. 

The overnight pair Michael 
Vaughan (78) and Mai Loye (90) 
set the tone fix* a determined 
rearguard action, and the cap- 
tain's was the only wicket to foil 
before lunch after the pair had 
begun hi behind with nine 
wickets intact and a minimum of 
97 overs to be bowled on the last 
day of four. 

Vaughan curbed his natural 
aggression and fell only after 
four and a half hours at the 
crease, when he drove at and 
was caught behind off a delivery 
from off-spinner Dan Peacock. 

Half of the first 30 overs of the 
day were maidens, and Lqye and 
Matthew Windows (66) shared a 
third-wicket stand of 125 in 58 
overs with a mixture of neces- 
sary but dull defence and occa- 
sional flurries of activity. 

Lqye was not afraid to hit the 
bad ball over the infield, while 


by mark Hargreaves 
in Kwekwe 

England 267 & 327 for 7 
President’s XI 493 
Match drawn 

Windows struck what be daims 
to be his first six in first class 
cricket when he lifted a full toss 
from Dirk VOjoen over the mid- 
wicket boundary. 

Lqye had hit three sixes and 
nine fours in his 282-ball in- 
nings when he was beaten in the 
flight and drove a return catch 
to Peacock when within reach of 
the century he deserved. 

He acknowledged afterwards 
that he could not be as positive 
as usual but needed to apply 
himself to the situation. 

“At the start we derided that 
we bad to bat all day, and it was 
a good opportunity to get some 
practice in as well.” he said- “The 
Zimbabweans were giving me a 
bit of strife about just padding the 
ball away but there was not re- 
alty much else I could do. 

“As soon as Michael \foughan 
got out it was up to Matthew 'Win- 


dows and me to stay there for a 
good session because after us 
there were a few strakemakers 
who find it difficult to bold them- 
selves -so it was up to us to bat- 
tle it out" 

Left-arm spinner Grant 
Flower tried all he knew to part 
Lqye and Windows but spent a 
lot of time bowling outside leg 
stump, and the pair were un- 
surprisingly content to kick the 
ball away. 

Windows followed Lqye from 
the fray after onty two more runs 
had been added, smarter taken 
by Grant Flower at midwicket. 

After that, Andrew Ffintoff 
aimed a few positive blows be- 
fore being caught by a man po- 
sitioned for the job on the 
boundary - a repeat of his first- 
innings dismissal. 

Graeme Swann again plqyed 
positively in the knowledge that 
be was making the game safe. 
and although both he and Chris 

Ttoari Ml hpforp fhp agr ppri rlryp 

England had put 101 runs of 
dear water between themselves 
and the Zimbabweans when the 
draw was conceded 


England Under-19 on 
brink of defeat again 


England U-19 137 & 165 
Central Districts 218 & 8-0 

ENGLAND UNDER-19S were in 
danger of losing the second 
match of their New Zealand 
tour after leaving a Central Dis- 
tricts Emerging Players XI to 
score 85 for victory yesterday. 

Beginning the second day on 
137 for 7, the home side were fi- 
nally all out for 218, a lead of 81 
that looked as though it could 
prove derisive even before the 
England collapse that was to 
follow, as the tourists allowed 
themselves to be dismissed for 
165 in their second inning s. 
Central Districts finished the 
second day eight without loss. 

Regan West starred for the 
home side with 70, while Eng- 
land bowler Mathew Whiley 
claimed 5 for 41. England drew 
their first match against an 
Auckland Emerging Players XI 
and are due to play three Ttests 
and three one-day internation- 
als. The first Test starts on 
Tuesday. 


Second day of three 
ENGLAND UNDER-19 XI - First Ionian 
137 |M Cnberrv 82 D Blake 5-52). 

CENTRAL DISTRICTS EMERGING 
PLAYERS XI - Rest Innings 
[Ovenugnr 137-7) 

R West b Davrioa 70 

D Blake P Whiley 10 

S Heifonl tow b WMtev ... 2 

D Anderson not out .... 10 

Extras (Ib7 nb2ft) 25 

fecal (88J ans| Jia 

Fait 1-1 2-S 3-23 4-39 5-57 6-104 7-119 
8-155 9-163 
Boaritag: Whiley 23-13-41-5. Tucker 15-7- 
45-1. Haywood 2-0-8-0: Symngtcn 14-4-36- 
1: Budge 17-5-400. Doivson 1 7.3-6-41-3 
ENGLAND UNDER-19 XI 
- Second Inallww 

M A Gough c Whiter b Bloke 4 

i Maunders b Bloke 6 

I O Bell b Mimes .54 

M Carberry c Sigley b West . ._ 14 

R Dawson c Ausdn b West _21 

G P Haywood st Sigley b Anderson . . ..2 

M J Symington Ibw b Heffoid 30 

M Wallace Ibw b MHnes 2 

J Tucker c Fulion b West 15 

G R Bodge not out 11 

M J A Whiley c West b Walker 0 

Extras (162 rt»4j 6 

fecal (63.4 overs) 165 


Fall: 1-7 2-1 G 3-45 4-81 S-86 6-U0 7-121 
8-153 9-163. 

D ow teg Hefford 10-2-27-1; Blake 9-3-24- 
2; Wes«S-2-28-3: Walker 10.4-*-16-1:An 
do son 1 7-^4 3-1 ; Milnes 9-0-25-2 
CBmML DISTRICTS EMERGING 
PLAYERS JO - Second InaJags 

G Mines rot out 6 

P Ingram not out I 

Exrras (to!) 1 

fecal (5 ones) — _ 8 

fe Bae E Austai. G 5tre&n. D FuHon. M Ubb- 
er. M Sigley. R West. D Bloke. D Anderson. 
S Hefford 

Bowling: Whiley 3-0-7-O. Tucker 2 -2 -0-0. 


Schofield rolls back the years 


GARRY SCHOFIELD will be 
turning the dock back when he 
plays his first competitive 
match for the Rugby League’s 
rock bottom side tomorrow. 
Great Britain’s most-capped 
player will captain Doncaster; 
bottom of last season’s Second 
Division, in their Silk Cut Chal- 
lenge Cup tie against Oldham 
StAnnes. 

“Ifs the first time rye played 
against an amateur side since 
1 was an amateur myself,” said 
Schofield, a professional for a 
small matter of 17 years, but 
one who still feels he has some- 
thing to prove. 

Sacked as coach at Hudder- 
sfield last season - a matter 
which he is pursuing through 
legal channels - one of the 
most celebrated players of his 
± generation found himself some- 
thing of a forgotten man. 

“I don’t think IVe got a bad 
record in the game and I was 
hoping that some offers m i gh t 
come in, but the phone had 
never been so quiet,” he said. 

The only opportunity that 
came up, in fart, was to play 
rugby union - for the first time 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


BY DAVE HADFTELP 

in his life - with Aberavon. “It 
was a worthwhile experience,” 
he says of his half dozen games 
in Wales. “It was a bit frustrat- 
ing playing at inside centre 
and not getting the ban, but you 
don't realise how different a 
game it is until you try iL 

“I'D always be grateful to 
them for giving me a chance to 
play when no one else would 
and I've made some good 
friends - hopefully for life ” 

Despite that, Schofield, now 
33, always hankered after a re- 
turn to the game he had plqyed 
for almost three decades. 

“1 wish 1 had a pound for 
everyone who’s asked me *Why 
Doncaster?' The simple an- 
swer to that is that they were 
the only ones who wanted me. 
There was another First Divi- 
sion club, but they weren’t 
much of an attraction and Pieter 
Smith, the new chairman here, 
convinced me of Doncaster’s 
ambition. 

“Both the rugby and the 


football club have had a tough 
time. But the people in the 
town are all the more desper- 
ate for some success because 
of that” 

Schofield, assistant coach 
to Colin Maskill and develop- 
ment officer as well as captain 
and player believes that his side 
can deliver that success. 

“We've signed some other 
players who have performed at 
a good level but we know what 
to expect from Oldham St 
Annes this weekend. 

“My son plays for Oulton 
and I’ve spoken to some people 
there who know about them. 
They will be treating it as their 
Wembley and, if we don't play 
to our best, Doncaster will go 
out to an amateur side, as they 
have before. If not, we get our 
crack at the big dubs. And I 
fancy playing Huddersfield." 

Apart from Doncasten other 
professional sides which will be 
more conscious than most of 
the pitfalls indude Bramley, 
coached for the first time by 
Mike Ford, at the back end of 
almost as distinguished a play- 
ing career as Schofield's, 


against Leigh Miners-Rangers, 
and Workington, at home to the 
National Conference leaders. 
Skiriaugh- 

Tbe 1 9-year-old Wigan hook- 
er, Jon Clarke, has been sen- 
tenced to 18 months in a young 
offenders institution after 
pleading guilty to assault 
charges arising out of an inci- 
dent at a local nightdub last 
year. The Wigan chairman, 
Peter Norbury. said that the 
dub was saddened by the out- 
come, which deprived them of 
one of their most promising 
players for the forthcoming 
Super League season. 

“What he did was out of 
character and represented a 
momentary loss of control" he 
said. "‘No one condones what be 

did, but we should support 
young Clarke and his family in 
coping with the consequences 
and we have no intention oE ter- 
minating his contract” 

The sentence leaves Wigan 
without an experienced player 
in the position, although the 
Australian utility player Mark 
Rebei; is due to arrive next 
week. 


Reid’s raw aggression 
will be test for Francis 


PELE REED is honest enough to 
admit he is still a “raw novice" 
despite being the favourite for 
tonight’s British heavyweight 
title challenge to Londoner 
Julius Francis at Bethnal 
Green. The unbeaten Sheffield 
boxer, who has won eight of his 
13 paid contests in the first 
round, is under no illusions as 
he bids to join a glamorous list 
of domestic heavyweight kings, 
which include Tommy Farr, 
Bruce Woodcock, Henry Coop- 
er and Lennox Lewis. 

The 26-year-old former kick- 
boxing champion, now a mem- 
ber of the Brendan Ingle stable, 
said: “1 am definitely not the fin- 
ished article - I'm still learning 
and I’ve got a lot to learn." 

Reid’s almost paid for his in- 
experience in his last fight 
when overweight African Biko 
Botowamungu floored him in 
the third round before retiring. 
Questions remain about Reid’s 
punch resistance and purists 
shudder at his crude style, but 
he undoubtedly pads a punch. 


BOXING 


By Mark Stanifobth 

Reid, who pulled out of a Eu- 
ropean title bout against the 
Ukrainian Vital! Eitschko to 
challenge Francis after Brix- 
ton's Daiwy Williams withdrew 
with a cut, said: “Tve only had 
two weds of full training, but 
I think it’s sufficient because I 
always keep myself in good 
basic condition. My last fight 
proved that you can never un- 
derestimate any fighter but I 
doubt if Julius is more wily than 
my other opponents. I don’t see 
this as a big step up in class." 

Francis, 34. is fast approach- 
ing veteran status but is a solid 
performerwbo takes his title se- 
riously. A former drug pusher; 
football hooligan and burglar - 
the list coufo go on -he truly has 
been saved by bis sport and be 
now uses his status as a cham- 
pion to educate local children 
about the perils of crime. 

Francis has another incen- 


tive: John Williams, a lifelong 
friend who did more than any- 
body to rehabilitate him, died of 
cancer last year, and this fight 
is dedicated to him. 

The Woolwich man has been 
found wanting when he has 
stepped up in class in his 25-fight 
career, losing to both Zelkjo 
Mavrovic and Axel Schulz, but he 
will bank on experience tonight. 

He said: *Tm defending my 
title and he’s not having it - be 
can't just come along from ob- 
scurity after doing nothing and 
walk in and win my title. He can 
punch, but I’m not worried 
about his power because I've 
been in with plenty of big hitters 
and come out at toe other end. 
IVe worked too hard and too 
long and made too many sac- 
rifices to lose." 

In the chief supporting bout 
the former World Boxing Or- 
ganisation heavyweight title 
challenger Scott Welch contin- 
ues his quest fora shot at Her- 
bie Hide when he meets 
Manchester's Michael Murray. 


SPORT/25 

Woosnam 
flops as 
Els bursts 
four clear 


England’s Robert Croft just makes his ground as Sri Lanka’s Sanath Jayasuriya attempts a run-out in yesterday’s international in Perth AUsporf 


By Mark garrod 
in Perth 


LAN WOOSNAM crashed out of 
toe Heineken Classic in Perth 
yesterday as Ernie Els burst 
into a four-shot lead. 

Despite an eagle on toe long 
I8th - his ninth hole of the sec- 
ond round - Woosnam. winner 
in 1996 and runner-up to 
Thomas Bjorn last year, 
slumped to a 78 in the blustery 
conditions. It dropped toe 40- 
year-old ex-world number one 
and Masters champion, now 
39th in the rankings after 18 
barren months, down to the 
five- over-par mark of 149 and on 
his long way home. 

“That was shocking - 1 can’t 
hit it out of my shadow." said 
Woosnam. “It's a little bit more 
than rustiness, and Tra not re- 
ally in the mood to talk about it 
right now." 

Also out was his former 
Ryder Cup team-mate Sam 
Tbrranee. Doubtful before the 
start because of shoulder trou- 
ble. the 45-vear-old Scot could 
add only a 79 to his opening 78 
fora 36-"hole total of 157, 13 oven 

Els had injury worries of 
his own last season, thanks to 
a troublesome back, but now 
appears fit 

TVo weeks ago he won toe 
South African PGA title in Jo- 
hannesburg and now another 
victory is already in his sights 
after a brilliant 66 - a score 
matched only by defending 
champion Thomas Bjorn - lift- 
ed him dear of the field. 

Els. the world No 5. stands 
on the 13-under-par total of 131 
at halfway, with first day pace- 
setter Jarmo Sandelin (7l> now 
sharing second place with Aus- 
tralian Peter Lonard (67) on 
nine under. 

Four successive birdies 
around the turn put Els in com- 
mand. and after a massive 370- 
yard drive at the downwind 
18 th set up another, he is now 
odds -on to take the £108,000 first 
prize on Sunday. 

Former English amateur 
champion Roger Winchester, 
back on the European tour 
after five years of struggle, had 
shared second place with Els 
overnight but managed only a 
74 to drop to joint ninth place 
on five under 

Local knowledge proved a 
useful weapon as Britain's Lisa 
Hackney bounced back to form 
with a five-under-par 67 in the 
second round of The Office 
Depot Tburnaraent at Ibis Golf 
and Country Club in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. 

Solheim Cup star Hackney 
missed the cut in the opening 
two tournaments of the season 
in Florida, but she succeeded 
with a round of four birdies and 
an eagle, giving her a four- 
under total of 140, four shots be- 
hind the joint leaders, Karrie 
Webb ol Australia and the 
American Betsy King. 

In Arizona, Justin Leonard 
hit a 4- under 67 on Thursday to 
beat the darkness and give 
him a one-shot lead over Paul 
Azinger in the suspended first 
round of the Phoenix Open. 

Beginning his second tour- 
nament of 1999, Leonard 
recorded his fifth straight 
round below par He tied for fifth 
at toe season-opening Mer- 
cedes Championships, carding 
no round worse than 72 on the 
par-?3 course. 

A one-hour delay due to 
early frost caused play to be 
suspended by darkness with 45 
golfers still on the course in 
Scottsdale. 

David Duval, who had a 
final-round 59 in last week's Bob 
Hope Classic and is already 
going for his third tournament 
win of the year, was two over 
after 16 holes, while Tiger 
Woods was two-over after 14. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


dig' 


ital 



BADMINTON 
LEADING WORLD RANKINGS: Men; 1 IP 


21 3: 6 OHort (Malay) 209; 

Unen (Deni 205. 8 Own 
9KJonassen (Den) 197; R 
194. Women: 1 C 

Mi (Cti) 271: 3 Zhang Nlng p2*f. * ™ 
Zhoovine (Oil 246; 5 D 'fan (Ol) 2»2. SG 
Ruinogteh) 207: 7 M Judina 2 “- 

8 L Dpe»awKl)aya Itodon) 192: 90 Znfehao 
|Oi) la*? 1 0YM1:UI (Japan) 178 

basketball 

The American guard. Wriny DfJ J 1 ®; 
uro. ended his short-lived return to 

Negro. 32. has agreed to a contract 
with the lyUIwauhee Bucks. 

bowls 

* toSflrii be A 

7-0 3-7 7-4. Section 7: J ‘ « 

dure (Iri I be G Baker ^ ISA) ^ 

4 7-6. G Smith \ 

McClv* aid 7-5 

A Marshall iSco I or Baker and Suftot,7j» 
7-4. - 


low (Eng) 7-5 7-1. 


arui f feSor fAU*) W M MtHugh ant 


w M MtHugha-dGMcj 


CYCLING 

Russia's leading road cyclist. Olga 
Zabelinskaya. was in a serious con- 


8-year-okJ. 
dab at last 


dirion yesterday after being hit by 
a vehicle, according to the Ri 
Cycling Federation, me 18-\ 

who won two silver medal 

year's world junior championships, 
was hit from behind by a car on Tues- 
day night, suffering serious con- 
cussion and a broken leg. 

FOOTBALL 

Whies’ Euro 2000 qualifying match 
against leafy will be played on 5 June 
• in Bologna. 

Northern Ireland will play Canada in 
a friendly at Windsor Park on 27 
April. 

Leeds have released the 19-year-old 
Andrew Quinn from his contract by 
mutual consent. The Elland Road 
dub paid £75.000 compensation to 
take Quinn from Sheffield Wednes- 
day: 

George Wteah. Milan’s Liberian for- 
ward; formerly of Monaco and Pans 
Sc Germain, has been voted African 
Player of the Century. The rote by 
the international Federation of 
Football History and Statistics put 
Cameroon's Roger MU la. who played 
in the 1982 and 1990 World Cup fi- 
nals. in second place. 


THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: FA Um- 
bra Vwto third round: Hjvanr 6 \Na- 
ter loowTle 0 Worcester 1. Winston lead 
Kant League Prem ie Dtutstoo: Paw- 
’> CrocMnhiil v Erith "town, kalian 


na 

3-3. 


GOLF 

HBMEKEN CLASSIC (Perth, Ana) Lead, 
tag second round scores (GB or M un- 
less stated): 131 E Els (SA) 65 66. 135 
P Lonard fAus) 68 67; j Sandelin (Swe) 64 
71 13G C Halnllne IUS) 67 69: i Moseley 
(Aus) 68 68. 138 S Wuwr (Ger) 70 68; J 
Senoen f" - - - 

139 N 

69 70; . 

69 70: R lMndiesier 65 74. T Bjorn j£ 

73 66. 140 C Spence (flus) 67 73: S May 
(US) 71 69. M Lanier (Swe) 71 69: A 
McLardy (SA) 68 72; WSmltfi (Aus) 68 72. 
J LGuepy (Fr) 70 70: Ri Derfcsen (Neth) 70 
70: S laycock (Aus) 69 71: A Hansen (Den ] 

69 71 . 141 H Biomstad (Nod 68 73: B Xfaw 
(Aus) 71 70. G Coles (Aus) 69 72; A Cejka 
iGed 71 70; G Orr 70 7 1 ; M □Mien (Aus) 
73 6B: T EIhor (Aus) 70 71. W Riley (Aus) 

70 71; P Hausrud (Non 72 69: C Hanell 
(Swe) 70 71. 143 G Evans 70 72: J Coop- 
er (Aus) 72 70. S Allan (Ausl 73 69. S Con- 
ron (US) 68 74: R Stephens (Aus) 68 74. A 

7| 7 , 


Sherborne 72 70: P O'Malley (Ausl 
A Crtran 66 76: P Senior lAus) 72 70. P 
Fowter (AUS) 72 70: F Jacobson (Swe) 72 
7ft N Kerry (Aus) 66 76, C Jones (Aus) 71 
71. 143 A EdMOKb (ZimJ 73 7ft PGow (flus) 


74 70; A Palmer (Aus) 72 72: M Lane 71 
73: J BkJienon 73 7T;PHirr(ngton 71 73: 
V Phillips 71 73: D Clvapra (Swe) 72 72: A 
WaB 74 70: L Parsons |Aus) 71 73. 
PHOWIIX OPEN (Arfaooa) L —dto g Nrat 
rend scares (U5 Bless stated): 67 J 
Leonard. 68 P Adnget 69 R Mediate. L 
Janzen. B Glasson. P Srewarr. G HJerurredr 
Swe). B McCalltaer. 70 S Kendall. T Tryba. 
F Lotiehom. S Stricter, J P Hayes. G On. H 
Sutton. S Wrpiank. S Net ted others: 74 V 
Singh (Fiji). 7SS Lyle (G8). B Hughes (Aus). 
LPGA OPPKB DEPOT TOURNAMENT 


K Webb (Aus) 67 
n 71 66; J 


: 136 


i9: B King 70 66. 137 N 
Inkster 67 ; 


P» (SKorl 
71 71: D Coe- Jones (Can) 


i Kenny (Aus) 72 71; Choi Kyoung- 

lu (KorJ 69 74; 1 GorfcuR 71 72: Tteuet (Si ...... 

71 72; J Robinson 72 71 . 144 G Emerson 71 J0 tA2 L mcnhk pirn) 75 67; 


5cranrch 71 &6; 1 Inkster 67 70: K Itobblns 
68 69 1 38 P Sheehan 70 68: L Neumann 
” 1 69 69; M Recfrnan 68 70. 140 L Hodt- 
i 73 67: D Pepper 70 70: T Green 

68 72 “ ' 

6971 

69 72. r . . 

71 70. 142 C Samian (Swe) 72 7ftCKerr 
71 71;K'lteliettEr69 73:SeRI 

7!7!:D_^. . 

71 71; bSSresS 72 70. 143 C Matthew 
' l 72 71: D Ammaeeopone 71 72: H Al- 
1 71 72: L Kane (Can) 70 73; C Nljs- 
merii (Swe) 70 13 Sel ec te d o tter s : 144 
M Hlorth (5*6)73 7 1 : S Smjdwlck (G0) 71 
73; L Davies (GB) 71 73. 14SJMoodle (GB) 
74 71. 147 C Koch (Swe) 76 71. 1A9 5 
Gustafson (Swe) 75 74; H Dobson (GB) 73 
76. 190 A Nicholas (G8) 71 79 ISIS Croce 
72 79; M McKay (GB) 77 74 154 C 
-llan (GB) 74 80. 

SOUTH AFRICAN PLAYERS* CHAKPI- 
ONSfflP (Durban, SA) Leading second 
reoad scores (SA miltaw seated): 137 W 
Bradley 69 68. 138 S Dunlap (US) 69 69. 
739 B DaAon 70 69: C Oastsw 71 68.140 
N Henning 69 71 ; N wan Rensburg 70 70. 
141 RWessefe 72 69; D Hchardt 70 71: T 




A Cruse 70 72: R Kaplan 69 73. B Pappas 

71 71; C Whltetaw69 73: Dvan Staden 72 
70. 143 D Frost 71 72: W Abery 69 74; B 
Vaughan (US) 73 70. D Boles 69 74: H Otto 

72 71. 144 J Hawhes 70 74. M McNulty 
(Znrr) 70 74; T wan der Wall 73 71: K Horne 
74 70: B Vbughan 74 70: J Kingston 72 72. 


HOCKEY 

England yesterday beat Slovakia 
ana France to qualify for today's 
semi-finals in the Women's European 
Indoor Cup In Trebon. England nev- 
er looked back after their captain. 
Lisa Wooding, opened the scoring 
four minutes into the first game. 

WOMSrS EUROPEAN BIDOOR CUP 
rfetboB, Cx Itap) Pool A: Czech Repubfc 
4 Russia 2; Austria 5 Lithuania 5: Czech 
Republic 4 Lithuania 5: Austria B Russia 
3. Pool B: England 4 Slovakia 2; France 
2 Belarus 9: England 5 France ~ Belarus 
4 Slovakia 0. 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: New Jersey 2 Boston 0: Nashville 
4 Buffalo 2; Carolina 3 New Ibrfc Rangers 
2 (ofi; PWactolptaa 4 PhoenhZ- Pittsburgh 
6 ferorao ft Calgary 6 Ocago 6 lot); Col- 
orado 6 Anaheim 2: St Lotus 4 Ifcncou- 
ver 2. 

THURSDAY’S LATE RESULT. Sakooda 
Saperieagoe; Manchester Storm 3 Lon- 
don Knighcs 0. 

ICE SKATING 

EUROPEAN FKURE SKATING CHANL 
PIONSWS (Pmie): Bteota IfeN resale 

1 AYSgutfin [Rus)3,4 factored placements 


2 E Rushenho (Rus) 4 2:3AUnnano» (fee) 
4.4: 4 A wascenfco (Ger) 8.4; S L tood (Fr) 

10 8: 6 1 Dinev (Bui) 11 .0: 7 E PUuta (Okr) 

11 4; 8 V Rescencourt (Ft) 13.0: 9 V 
DanKchenho llBcr) 18 2: 10 P Meier (Swltl 
19.4; 11 R GrTegwertfi iPW) 19.8: 12 S 
Rytov (Azeri 2 3 4; 1 3 N Wllsan |GS) 24.0. 
GB: 24 C Shorten 43.0. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Frank Endacort has signed a two- 
year deal to remain as the New 
Zealand coach. Endacort met New 
Zealand Rugby League board mem- 
bers in Auckland yesterday and 
agreed to an extended contract 
through to the end of next year. 

RUGBY UNION 

Rob Wamuvrighc has been selected 
for the Scotland A side to play their 
Welsh counterparts at Myreside in 
Edinburgh next Friday only a week 
after amounting hts intention to quit 
the International scene. Wbinwright 
last led Scotland during the summer 
tour of Australia and after learning 
he had been overlooked for his coun- 
try's Five Nations squad, revealed 
he would retire “either at the end 
of the World Cup or at the end of 
this season*. But the inclusion of the 
former Scotland Skipper in what i5 
a very experienced A side would 

seem to indicate that the door is be- 
ing left open to a number of play' 
ers left out of the senior squad. 


SCOTUUTO A SQUAD («s Mbles A. Ed- 
inburgh, Friday): S long (Edinburgh 
Rehie/s); A 5canger (Edinburgh Reivers], 
— Officer (Harlequins). 


{ London Scottish 
: Chalmers (Ed 
ley (Edinburgh Reivers] : G Graham 
(Newcastle Falcons). K McKenzie (Glas- 

K Caledonians). M Stem an 
dumpton). C Mather (Edinburgh 
Rehiers). R Metcalfe (Northampton). R 
INMnenrlgU (Glasgow Caledonians). S 
Retd (Leeds). S Holmes (capr. London 
Scottish). Rep l ac em e n t s : I McAnsland 
(London Scottish). J McLaren (Bourgpine- 
Jallieu). G Bunts (Edinburgh Reivers) . I 
Ihrhlr (Edinburgh Reivers). S Campbell 
(Glasgow Caledonians), W Anderson 
(Glasgow Caledonians). G Scott (Glasgow 
Caledonians). 

SKI JUMPING 
WORLD CUP (HHlllngen, Ger) K120 
Jump: 1 N Kasai (Japan) 266.1 pc: 2 M 
Schmitt (Ger) 265.2: 3 K Funaki (Japan) 
256.8: 4 D Thonu (Ger) 255.5; 5 A Wid- 
hoelzl (Aut) 2S3.8.G J Ahonen (Fki) 253.1; 
7SHorn^icher{Aut) 250.4: 8J Suriucek 
(Cx Rep) 249.1; 9 T Ingebrigtsen (Nor) 
246.9; lO R Cecon (It) 235.2: IIS Han- 
nawald (Ger)234: 12 R Schwarxenberg- 
er (Aut) 233.4: 13 H Mlyahlra (Japan) 
223.8; 1* RMataJa (Pol) 222.9: 15 VKo- 
belev (Rus) 2 1 7.7: 1 6 K Yoshioka (Japan) 
212.5: 17 C Meyer (Nor) ?08.9: 18 K 
Nakamura (Japan) 206.7; 19 R Liohelsoy 
(Nor) 204.3: 20 H JaekJe (Ger) 202.2; 
Stmdnes: 1 Ahonen 1.331: 2 Schmitt 
1 . 1 38; 3 Rk*I 1 .083: A Kasai 933: 5 WB- 
hoelzl 689: 6 Hornsacher 556; 7 Han- 
nawaid 543; 8 Myahlra 53ft 9 Thoma 434; 
lOM Harada (Japan) 417. 


SNOOKER 

WELSH OPEN (Cardiff) Third round: 

J Wattana (Tnai)bc P VAiilace (lri| 5 - 2 ; M 
Williams (Well br A McManus IScoi 5 - 0 . 
R O'Sullivan jEng) bi A Rohldciu rcan) 
5 - 4 : J Sivail fN Ire) br P Ebdon (Enfi! 5 - 
3 : A Hamilton |Eng] bt L Walter (V 1 t£i| 5 - 
2 . Quart er-rina Is: J Swdil (lrl) bt S 
Bingham (Eng) 5 - 1 : M Williams (wai) br 
S Davis (Engj 5-4 

SQUASH 

Jonathon Power, winner of the 
world title in rhe last tournament 
of 1 998. won the first major event 
of the new season, the Tournament 
of Champions in New York. Power, 
from Canada and seeded third, had 
to come from 5-9 and 11-13 down 
in the final game before overcom- 
ing his opponent. 

TOURWUBBUT OF CHAMPIONS (New 
J Powr (Can) br A Bu ratio 
1 Eg) 15-12 13-15 16-17 15-7 15-13 

TENNIS 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Melbourne) 
mens singles, semi-llnals-. Y KAFEL- 
< R u ?1 hr 1 Haas (Geri 6-3 6-4 7 - 
5. Women’s doubles final: M HINGS 


De Swardt (SA) br E Fer- 
•*•*2 JSAl *rid D Graham (US) 2-6 6-2 6- 
p * “"anis (US) br 

4 a ™ ^ BoJIegraf (Nerh) 6- 








26/RACING 


Cyfor Malta 
can do the 
Business 


WHEN THE crowds struggle 
away from Prestbury Park 
after today's card at Chel- 
tenham, the people who are not 
already planning their next trip 
to the course will be wishing 
desperately that they could. 
After the Wragge & Co Four- 
Year Old Hurdle which brings 
proceedings to a dose, the next 
race at Cheltenham will be the 
Supreme Novices’ Hurdle, the 
opening event of the festival it- 
self. Many of those at the track 
today will be back again in 
March - and so, for that mat- 
ter; will plenty of the horses. 

When the time comes to 
look back on the jumps season, 
it win be a surprise if at least 
one of the Festival’s 20 winners 
did not also run at today's 
meeting In fact, there could 
easily he as many as four of 
them getting a taste for the 
track before the main event, 
such is the quality of the prin- 
cipal contests. 

The betting for the Stayers’ 
Hurdle in particular wQl depend 
heavily on the outcome of the 
Cleeve Hurdle, which brings to- 
gether Lady Rebecca - most 
bookies' idea of the favourite for 
the Stayers' -fece-to-fece with 
Commanche Court, the best in 
this division in Ireland, and 
several others with the form to 
trouble hen The Gold Cup mar- 
ket, too, could look very differ- 
ent by this evening, after See 
More Business has taken on 
Qyfor Malta in the Pillar Prop- 
erty Chase. 


BY GREG WOOD 

It was this same race last 
year which marked out See 
More Business as a serious 
contender for the Gold Cup. He 
galloped straight through the 
fourth-last fence, losing many 
lengths in the process, but still 
had the energy and accelera- 
tion to pick up Cyborgo - an op- 
ponent again today -at the last, 
before quietening clear on the 
run-in. Cyborgo, of course, 
wreaked an unexpected re- 
venge in the Gold Cup, when he 
broke down and carried out See 
More Business. 

What would have become of 
See More Business if his luck 
had not turned so sour is any- 
one's guess, but few of his sup- 
porters can believe that he 
would not have finis hed in front 
of Cool Dawn, the eventual 
winner His problem, though, is 
that while his jumping is gen- 
erally sound, he has a disturb- 
ing habit of making one bad 
mistake in every round. Tbday's 
race, meanwhile, follows a poor 
showing in the King George VI 
Chase at Kempton, an experi- 
ence in desperate ground from 
which he may or may not have 
recovered. 

In the circumstances, Cyfbr 
Malta C2L55J is the safest choice 
today as he makes his first start 
since his successful seasonal 
debut in the Murphy's Gold 
Cup. Young, relatively un ex- 
posed and trained by Martin 
Pipe, he is a serious Gold Cup 


contender himself, and just 
one of a strong team from the 
champion trainer’s yard which 
could dominate today’s card. 
Unsinkabte Both;' who runs 

in the novice handicap chase, 
is another Pipe runner who 
should be back for the Festival. 
His chasing debut was com- 
fortable enough, but he would 
have beaten the same rivals just 
as easily over hurdles, and 
today’s field offers a much 
stronger challenge. 

If anything is to beat Lady 
Rebecca in the Cleeve Hurdle, 
it will probably be Commanche 
Court, but again, it is not real- 
ly a race to bet on. The last two 
events, though, are more 
tempting, with EVEN FLOW 
(nap 4.051 and Behrajan (4.40) 
the ones to back. 

The Great Ybrkshire Chase at 
Doncaster offers any number of 
possibilities at first sight, but 
toere may be fewer serious con- 
tenders than the size of the 
field suggests. The Tbiseach 
will be toe choice of many de- 
spite his poor run in the Hen- 
aessy Gold Cup last time, but toe 
value could lie with another 
horse whose last outing was a 
disappointment Profluent 
(next best 3.10) was roundly 
beaten at Aintree in November; 
but previously looked a horse to 
follow when winning on his 
British debut Anabranch (3.40) 
could be another value bet at the 
same meeting, while Young 
Homo (L151 and River Unshion 
(2.15) have good chances at Ayr 



THE INDEPENDENT‘S 

Favourite 
Aljabr is 
doubtful 
for 2,000 

aljabr, the 2,000 Guineas 

favourite, may imsstherareOT 

l May at Newmarket and in- 
stead tackle the Kentucky 
Derby on dirt .at Churchill 

Downs the some day. 

Aflabr has headed the 
Guineas betting since winning 
toe Prix (tela Salamandre at 
Longchamp last September; 
but Godolphirfs raring manag- 
er Simon Crisford, saidAJjabr 
is pmnng their entries for the 
first teg of the US Triple Grown, 

-U- nnmoAnmnm TOwrL' 


-TilsC 

,iiO 


Jy Manner and Charmes. 

Crisford said: “We mil waft 
to see how be gets on in bis tri- 
als in Dubai before making a de- 
cision on where he will run. We 
are keeping our options open- 
but bis owner; ShefthHmndan, 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Monnaie Fort* 
(Cheltenham 4.05) 

NB: In Thith 

(Doncaster 3.10) 

is keen to consider the Ken- 
tucky Derby for Aljabr if he can 

demonstrate the colt has the 
abflitvto hanrite the surface. Al- 

. . . _ _ u 


the Kentucky Derby and when 
we had him here last winter he 
always moved very nicely cm \ 4 C 
the sand track at AlQuoz.” . 

Godolphin could instead be - 
represented in the Guineas by 1 
Josr Algarfaoud, Iftit ah or 
Ifbihni Millennium. WflhamHIH 
and Ladbrokes reacted by of- 
fering AQabr at 4-1 “witoaxun"-. 
for the Guineas. 


2,000 GUINEAS 


Aflabr 

Mooted 

S tra v insky 


• 4-1 

■ 4-1 

a-i 



7-1 

8-1 

• 7-1 . ■ 



10-1 

10-1 

' 10-1 


L-- 1 


AYR 


I’.* -cl TOTE GOLD TROPHY TRIAL H’CAP HURDLE l.l.UI 
LilZXJ (B) £15,000 added 2m Penalty Value £9,968 UaMl 

1 4 E 2 tP JAfiOCIN (POL) ( 8 ) (Spt & PnfeJiJ Kra D Thoxscn 6 00 ... D Palter 

rapd flto end emeakl green check. roja/Mjeueews. emerald peon ®nnes 

2 2 KW CAUUCERpnaqfTABames)U 3 £nes 6 un . _ Slkyter 

green and maroon cteOi, sieves. &aci cap 

3 SOW LOUD RKWHaDpC) ( 14 )(D) (MWiANHaTO}S&DOk 5 .*BwBtl 0 Xtapurup) 

nxsroon and grey \Quarxredl, narven seevec gfey awtea 

4 MS* LORO PODGSW ( 28 ) (D) Ittrs G Smyth! P acrtKft 6 ffi B C McCormack ( 3 ) 

emerald green. Ux che rtt art te&es. soneiedap 

5 25-42 OAT COUTURE ( 8 ) (CD) (BF) [Aiieytzrt ".-pSTensi L Luigp ft T) ft . .R Supple 

bags, Groin hooped iewer. cap 

e n-ai EPOMNEp 5 )(D)<afcA 3 ictflEEte 5 lOn . . GBratSay 

emerald green and irtKeiquertrecfl. D^c* sJeevas, mtnlecap 

7 -sae.T CRYSTAL GIFT ( 28 ) (CD) (Mrs L U VIMansj A VAUsns 7 "S 3 5 NHarracfcs(S) 

dark green, red s£r, redcap 

3 Sow- WELL APPOINTED ( 268 } ( 0 ) (OnjTfinng nacrtjj £ VacBgpn O 3 3 MrB Gibson ( 7 ) 
iSriJTeen and JgtapwncSaiBflcS. car* jw sleeves. fipfisraen «P 
-8 declared - 

BETTWG: 3-1 Lad Podgeto, 4-1 Eportno. Lad Rtaftfieki. 5-1 Crystal Gift Caulker. 5-1 Oat Cou- 
ture, 12-1 Wall Appointed, 33-1 Jarodn 
938 Ces*er 599 S tjytor BamesjSran 

FORM GUIDE 

Jnroctn: Automatic topwW^Tt again and cannot be considered 
Caulker Tbuflh front-runner who won ttis race las; year with only iQst Saw otf Robtw 
and Justin Mac at Kelso eight days ago but not suited to carrying big weights and 
held by Eponne on previous raining at Wethetby 

Lord RlchfieTil: Dual winner at Uttaetar this season and stiff lash oganst Major Spon- 
sor and Lord Lamb a: a novice tost toma Game n a ftidi and copes wel with the 
mud 

Lord PodgsKfc Decent bumper pertonnar. "took on French Holy here after the hur- 
des debut win and wl mprove for fra seasonal 2 nd to Crystal Grfl here. Fine chance 
with 3 b pul 

Oat Couture: Fourth to Crystal Gift hare on reappearance and then pipped by EBaz- 
ng Dawn to a chase at Kabo May not be good enough back over hurries 
Eponina: Clear cut winner at Wethertoy on Booong Day and only 41 b worse with Caulk- 
er (beaten 26 lengths). Handed the ground wel there and totereserg with Graham 
Breday booked 

Crystal Oft: Backed from KM to 6-1 on reappearance here (heavy) and battled 
back to beat Usd Podgskl jieit over 2 lengths. May Improve further but mnneiMjp 3 Jb 
better off 

Wen Appointed: Has won onfy at Carfisto and Ketao and ihis ground may prove too 
testing for hfen on his comeback outtog 

VERDICT. Epontno is on a las handicap mark after the Wetherby success and 
she b bound to go wel with Graham Bradey to the saddfe. A big weight may prove 
too much tor Bttte Caulker and the one taken to beat Eponina Is LORD PODQSKI, 
who ran so woS on h® reappearance on thes course four weeks ago. He a camper- 
ativety figtitty raced and ms 3 b jxi atmJd enable h'm to gain revenge on Crystal 


HYPERION 

! 12.45 Quick March 2.50 Mr Mahdlo 

1.15 Scotia Nostra 3.25 Montrave 

1.45 Lord Podgski 4.00 Cambrian Dawn 

2.15 Maltre De Muslque 

GOING: Heavy 

■ Left-hand gaJspmg ccurse. run-m 210 yds 

■ Ccurse IS E of town on A 73 E Ayr sanen 'service from Glasgow) Itn ADMISSION: 
Cut E*~: Grandstard E 7 lOAFs hali-prce) CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Reveley 2*- ~3 ;tn*») L Lungo 22- 155 (*A 2 *<.) J J 
O'Neill T 9 -F 2 fl 7 *o) P Monteith ta -130 lUST.) C Parker 13-94 p 36 "*) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 33-176 ( 2 is°- 0 ) B Storey 24-^9 P Niven 
T 9 -H 3 n 6 e 4 ft Supple 16 -«) ( 20 *i) T Reed 10-35 ita 5 °i) R McGrath 9-60 it 5°4 

■ FAVOURITES: 154-392 1303 '.; 

BUNKERED RRST TIME: Burnt Imp Ivscred. 215 ) Pessimistic Dick ( 250 ) 

HO AK\ E-B.F. -NH’ NOVICE HURDLE (Qualifier) (CLASS D) £4,000 
added 2m 4f Penalty Value £2,768 

1 as-® QUICK MARCH ( 28 ) (C) : Joiii Yfejmes nacrgl = 'Amines 6 11 5 — liHorroclBP) 

2 036 - CASTLBIILL STAR ( 261 ) (GG Fraser) LUrp 5 HO Mr B Gbson ( 7 ) 

3 4 F GOLDENBROWN SUN ( 35 ) f J L Racng) u Tbdina 5 h D G Bradey 

4 -PZ 322 RQCHEBURG (IQ (BF) (G B Fartam) F G Ti 0 — C MsCotmeck ( 3 ) 

5 1 FF-F 2 STONBflLL (IS) (J Hoiratd Jctnsoi) J Hcwad Jchsoi 6 11 0 ASSraflh 

6 THE MIDWTE GROCER (AsNeybaik Imsstmenn LmM) L Urge 7 11 0 . ..JlSuppto 

7 5 F ffM ANALOGICAL ( 7 ) (Mre D KcCan) D McCan EH 9 „_A C Coyle ( 5 ) 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 4-7 Ckilck Match, 7-2 StanebO, 9-2 Rochaburg. 25-1 GoktsnbitnHi Sun, 33-1 othera 
G 9 fl : Mb Sian 7 11 3 W Dewing ( 7 ) 7-4 (L Lungo) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

QUICK MARCH \s gotog the right way and the othera wi have to provide plenty of 
improvement to beat her today. 

1-4 -f c GLENGOYNE MALT FINAL NOVICE H'CAP Fi:M| 
°1 CHASE (C) £12,000 2m 5f IlOycte £8^00 USiOl 

1 OP 1 I 2 SCOTIA NOSTRA ( 48 ) (CD) (Out The Bn Ftocrg) JJOTM 700 R McGrath 

fgtt green, ntte atoms, red cap. wMe spots 

2 F 1 U 1 U 2 COURSE DOCTOR ( 14 ) (CD) Pchanf Johnson) G M Moore 7 11 7 BHwttig 

dart and whie darmnds; atrped steews and cap 

3 -35212 MENSHAAR (USA) ( 32 ) (C) (Mbs 5 airrtoerj) l Lingo 7 1 ) Q RSupde 

wM^dffk freer traces. anpad&eeKBaidcap 

4 51 - 3(1 YOUNG TOMO ( 48 ) (D) (Mchael IhonpEai) J Howanl Johnson 7 XI 5 ASSmlb 

onn^. Mac* sun, amtge rap. bbeft star 

5 3W» SMGLE SOURCING ( 32 ) (G Harrow) A WHars 8 ID 0 . Slbytar 

fOjalM» and orange daboiachsinasm shews. nyaltiAe cm orangeste 1 
- 5 declared - 

Mrenum weight: 10 a. Hue handcap weight Single Sourcing 9 « Ztb. 

BETTMG: B -4 Scotia Itostra, 5-2 Course Doctoc 4-1 Menstoar, 5-1 Ybunglksm, 14-1 Single Sauro- 
No conespondng race 

FORM GUIDE 

Scott* Nostra: A winner hare and at Carfide (beet Menahaar )ust over a length and 
9 fc worse) n (Bating ground before a fine 2 nd to the in-form Ktog Of Sparta at Chel- 
tenham 

Course Doctor Latest two wins gatoed on the course, though unseated an subse- 
quent visit here. Overhauled by Bobby Grant to the testing ground at Newcastle a 
fortnight ago 

Mans ha an Mud-tawig stayer ovBrhudes and scored trom Mr Ftangipari si the soft 

at Newcastle before being beaten a dstance by Cherokee Chief at Haydock. Ear*- 
er caught on the rurvtn and beam just over a length by Scotia Nostra at Carftele but 
91 b pd 

TfoungTbmo: Good tpound hurdes wtoner and ran wel to this dtetence at Ascot ( 4 Ui 
to New Leaf) pnor to Justifying taveuriasm at Musa e tour gh . Ttesttog ground a worry 
Single Sourcing: 7 -length 2 nd to Bvtafate at Kelso and Sib out of handcap wtw 
4 ih to Scotton Own at Haydock, staying on wel to both. I 2 to out of handcap today 
VERDICT: Scotia Nostra eras an edds-on shot when he quickened away from 
Menahaar at Cariisle In November but the outoome is tricky to predet wHhMen- 
sfta&r enjoying a 9 b pul However, they could bath be stratehed to handte COURSE 
DOCTOR, who has gained bc*h chase wins on the course and suited by a return 
visit after the latest defeat at Newcastle. 


14 del SCOTTISH HANDICAP CHASE (B) £18,000 

1 1 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £12,113 UiOl 

1 ClW SANTA CONCERTO (IQ (C) (BH Uchn Corn L Luigo « 11 It RSuppIo 

tJaige, ted hoop. Uadt skews, tadandes, redcap 

2 P 33 U 0 HCWU. MOIffITBROWNE (B) (P) (Mn J E DKanei Msa M FkieAsntt 11 n 5 -ASSreHi 

rnaioon and wMs cfiacfi, dmvmns on sieevet 

3 71-422 MATTRE DE MUSKHJE ( 12 ) (Q (BF) (ftobot Ogden) M toduiter BUD G Bradey 

narw and pM cnec*. whte dseves 

4 -0212 RIVER UNSHION (IS) ( 0 ) (H J Crakei J Howard Jotnsai 9 10 9 D Parker 

dad and red (Tafwft striped deem, quanand cap 

5 133332 BURNT DIP (ISA) ( 14 ) (Ctq (N B Itosm) G M Moore B D 5 BHxdngV 

ted, tofel 6 be focft ficcped stews are! cap 

S HER SOLSGBTTH (B) (CD) (Klnneston FamwB) J Baaay 8 02 C McCormack p) 

scwMtbhe abews aid cotoc Mwcavgraon Map 
7 1-1401 StffR 8 ESOVtEr( 35 )(CO)(CBntte(KarrcNtnctBidsm)AWHbns 9 iDi.S%ytor 

irmioon and yetow damondr. iteMr staves: nawi cqp teX»t£amcr*b 
- 7 dedared- 

BETTfffG : 52 Sente Concerto, 3-1 MAre DeUusfejoe , 32 RhwUrahton.w Bunt trap 7-1 Supreme 

Soviet, 10-1 Sohgtrth, 12-1 Royal Mo uitb rowne 

1996 ' Monnaie Fcrte 8 n i R Sipds 7-4 to. (J Adamj 10 ran 


Paul Nicholls with See More Business who attempts to repeat last year’s Pillar Chase success EdioordWftftafeer HMDwiWLijMwntfc 

IAL H'CAP HURDLE rTITOl FORM GUIDE ySpOTlSOrS hi P deal fOT # 

pnalhr Valup PQ QfiR Ura 43 I Sente Concerto: Rated a Got! Cup possas bsfrre r ^tfts 4 * a Step Or. =yre **.'+***». * 

endi;y vdiucu^oo atvilhltwey( 3 mi* teavyt Reascnesfy wo^ixd igsragherdrar aw Wbnpfi course 

iD Thomsen 6 120 ... D Parker wml but snerer tnp ecus' fce pr = tle^. ft? -er -a mi- i 

/Mewms enaaldSTSOfiamies Royal Mountbrowne: LMf r fes s.ir» f£r 03 r«n N=s .1 OllTl SOU dUlfl I 110^111011 

Dj amil Aral aa saris bas tens Sa: faded £ c-l ee-.id £^s SaSrer SL tf UUlAiJVlI wwAAU. A llvl UIIVU 


FORM GUIDE 

Sente Concerto: Rated a Gold Cup possible bet=re T gift s 4T tp Step Cn Eyre 
atWether&y (3mil heavyi R ea scnablywaafnedigrh^g Jaraag^Wargpft.sauraB 
wmt but shcrer trip scuSJ fce prcWerr. ft? ffs ftrtxvrar 
Royal Mountbrowne: Useful r .ts srr» fer A.P3T 03ren 1»- s e es =r s age Nzs 
disgraced first two starts tno term Ssj: faded rasc-y £ c.i cevd Slara S sysr a: 
Kelso latent and poss&iy best wabdied rew 

Maltre De Muskpre: Ccrdinsb ‘-dvrard =rve wfter. id,- -resit by r^sa.- r we: sen- 
tested Donsaster han dic ap i2m2t good to soft;) — f -se xis a d-toSem 

River Unshion: Pr ^ r essr nc win Sed^f-etd sr.d \etrzsze jits tod br £ ten— hs 
by Cardnal Rule from 22: tower ares: and pcsstoV pstourc -“ facto scsers ffto 
Burnt Imp: Enjcyrg a esed seessr. sf-Stoiy vftrS-S 'a-tors by Ca rto,s 

Gcrae at NewsasSe h esr.y) ses : s rc Zb pJ air Sara Grprto ftr 5 4r g ift s 

cn earter jm ftrr here. Gc ccse if tos /-rpr; ftd'ds js ri=- rass^te 
Sot&gtrth: Or. die uperabe wnh Keio ar.d -a»ftar. Mrs toto far. er= ws: r. wto 
Santa Ccncena and Birr: ;rs zr 2*r:ff--r here ^sr rrr. Canr.s: de as m s s e s 
Supremo Soviet Taler; a step up Sr grzde and toc>s -js c w-r es rse frr 

hart-eamed 2 •-■eng-.ft C5D wn ever harder. Gse- 

VERDICT: t was a real setoa* tor Ler Lunge «~tr SANTA CONCERTO faied 
to make the grade at WtetherSy. The topwe prt pcssd'v nad ar s*f ist a.-.d c may 
de ward*, gvmg fm ansdrer share* iVsft. fetow ftrnry rjrntr Maitra Oa Muskpia 
m tte line- up. toe pace s sure s t? ssurd a”d : 5-*-s_.d :*r; “s stnra sito pUty 
aver a less-dian-icear tnp 1 -e 5«s a ra-rr* me sve- re ner -rested Burnt Imp 

|q cn| HIGHLAND MARY NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
c,pw l D) £4,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £2,863 

1 20371 sn BOB (S3) (DJ i?.ds L E Mdfesr-.. W f.fthes*-. 7 7 t C MeCormaefc (3) 

2 5FZ21 ll®MAHtXO(2B|(ro)iJ.lKCtiBrn-nV.'asdtouM:i:: — B Barfing 

j <-«541 JOWOOOY (23) (D) Ts^itss Syrdsaa ■ Vto M =-,re».- 5 T ; G Lee 

4 -aS2P4 PESSMSTCDICK|28)i^Pes5flCd:.(.is37tes3r£^a .K Hanocks (5) B 

5 05M6 THE BURGLAR (28) WMcirdsh) 5 Gtods 7 IE C ..HMcOaft 

6 &f0 TOOTS (8) (Kabo Mentis Lr,T3>Era 2Lfc) = 71E 3 — Slbytar 

-6 declared - 

Mrrnnm wenjnr Hfct True haattcap wegro: Tie aiagia-Ss r2d 7sc3 6sr Si 

BETTING: W Sir Bob. 11-4 Jmroody, 7-2 Mr lIMo. B-1 Pessimistic Dick, 12-1 Hw Bmgtn;»1 Toots 

S98 - Scoilon Green 7 ft 10 3 Harcfcrg fl-4 lav (T Easardy) ID ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Ths looks between JOWOOOY and Sir Bob. with the former margnafly profaned 

I q or BURNS COTTAGE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 
added 2m Penalty Value £3,171 

1 14-364 MONTRAVE (28) (CD) (0 Si Ctet J Gcfcte f) ft 13 Slbytar 

2 311-6F PRMCE OF SAINTS (B3) (D) [Job Buziboi M Hanmond fl TIB BHadng 

3 4-3654 RALLECSO (IS) (CO) (P Montolh) P Mortedh Oil 1 C McComwek (3) 

4 mi/2i CHUMMY'S SAGA pS) (C) (0) (Ken Batey) L Unp 9 10 ft _R Supple 

5 Pi-124 THE ffl® (63) (D) (BF) (Srtw l-H Got! Out) D McCan 7 D B G Bradey 

6 AB3-2 JAUNTY GENB1AL (35) (E A Whllana 8 ID 0 ASSmKh 

7 PFP5P4 POLITICAL MAffllATE (8} (G RSMasi) RNbon6 BO NHorrocks(5) 

-7 dsdarad- 

Mwrunwalgfte ’ Ost Th/e tmBcap w&gtvx Javay General Rtf rao. PaSocal Mandate 3st Tfe 
BETTING: 5-2 The Eons, 3-1 Chummy*s Saga. 7-2 Prince Of Sahrts, 5-1 Montrava, 7-1 RaSegto, 
12-1 Jaunty General, 33-1 PoBicaf Mandate 
KBB- Montrave 9 ft B S Tty** g) 9-2 (J Gdde) 5 rai 

FORM VERDICT 

This looks between Chummy's Saga and THE EENS with strong preference tar 
the latter, who looked very proneang earter to the season and w* be very hard to 
beat If recaptmng that form AdmtttetSy he was cisappolnttog test tone but he had 
had a few quick races then and can be expected to bounce back to form today. 

A nnl L^ 10 O' BURNS STANDARD NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
1^’ UU I £2,000 added 2m Penalty Value £1 ,574 

1 00 BORDER FAAMBt (14) lOMfCerr) DEddy&ft t C McCormack (31 

2 CAMBRIAN DAWN (A K Coins) J J ONei 5 ft 4 RMcGnrift 

3 6 CO OLAD EHHY (10) |J McGraroghai) L Wfaods W 5 ft 4 . LCumrabup) 

4 PP2- DANTE'S GIBI (244) (Ms D C Greg) L Lingo S 11 4 W Dowfng (5) 

5 0 BSHO MAN (M) (Mss E M Robertson) Mre D Thoricai 5 ft 4 . .Mr J P McNanara (5) 

6 0 TTE MONKEY (14) |W T Nernp) W Kenyj 5 11 4 .THagger(7) 

7 TOGO! DANCER (AsHeybarh hwdmraj N ffcharts 6 ft 4.. Mr J Crowley (5) 

a Q WHATABUCK (32) Mss M Wi) Mrs D Thcrtcn 5 TI 4 L Cooper (7) 

9 RSHKTS LAD (S T Brartarl M Hammond 4 08 NHonodaS) 

0 PUnD(Guyfeed)CThcmwi4t}6 0 Kozak (7) 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 54 Rstdfs Lad. 3-1 Cambrian Dawn, 5-1 Dante's Glen, B-1 Coofcnferry, Tbggi Daitosr, 

8-1 PMo, 20-1 Banter Fmw, 33-1 atom 

B98: Three Franks 8 11 7 N Homtdo (7) 2-1 bv (M Harmumd) ft ran 

FORM VERDICT 

tosh raider Cootederry looks the only one with experience worth considering but 
this avert looks ripe for a netroomer HshH'g Lad is out of a mare who dkl the sta- 
ble proud and is a Italy sort along with Pluto but on pedigree there must be a good 

chance that CAMBRIAN DAWN, by Oanehd out of a Welsh Pageant neddfe-doane* 
wtoner, wi M capable of ouispeedtog this bunch. 


TWO OF the country’s highfly- 
ing young jump jockeys, Rich- 
ard Johnson and Robert 
Thornton, win be among the 
first to take advantage of rac- 
ing's new rules about spon- 
sorship. The riders, both from 
the David Nicholson stable, 
have signed a deal with Tbyota 
which will next month put the 
car manufacturer’s name and 
logo on the side of their breech- 
es and at the throat of the roll- 
neck shirt under their silks. 

Personal sponsorship is 
commonplace in the xnqraity of 
mainstream sports but race- 
horse owners - who are the 
jockeys’ employers, by and 
large on a race-by-race basis - 
have resisted efforts by riders 


By Sue Montgomery - - 

to acquire sponsorship of their 
own clothing. 

It took nine years c£ negoti- 
ation between the Jodceys 1 As- 
sociation and the sport’s 
authorities before the go-ahead 
wasgiven to the scheme last au- 
tumn. Carl Llewelfyn was the 
first to make the breakthrough 
to becoming a mobile billboard 
when he last week announced 
an agreement with another car 
company Docklands. 

But earlier this m onth many 
owners decided not to partici- 
pate in the scheme, a move , 
which has dented efforts by the ^ 
Jockeys’ Association to fold a flr 
global sponsor for its members. 


RESULTS 
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Lingfield 

HYPERION 

1-25 David 2.00 Krystal Max 2.30 Love Blues 
3.05 Thomas Henry 3.40 Scissor Ridge 4.15 
Behind The Scen es 

GOING: SlandaitL 

STALLS: Instda SMCOpI 5f & tai - outside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers best ip to an. especially Sf. 

■ Equtoack surface; toft-hand, sharp undulating course 

■ Ccurse Is SE of town on B202& LJngflgld station (served by 
Utodon. Vkaona) afanscoraw. ADMISSION; One enclosure m 
CARPARK: CUTa: remainder free 

FIVE-YEAR STATlSncs 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore 84-650 (129%). R Hannan 
4W72 (B2%L M Johnston 47-Z7I (I73%i Q K&teway 44-307 (T43?4 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Clark 74-598 ( 124 %), J Weavar 68-307 
^. 1 %), S Sandora 65^63 ( 1 L 5%1 S Whitworth 54 - 3 S 3 (M. 1 %). 

■ FAVOURnES: 717-2134 ( 336 %). 

BUNKBTBI RRST TIME: HurgBI Lady ( 20 Q)i Dtonys (vfeored, 
Z30L Meny Princa (vtsored. 23C0. 

1 oclPELLEW APPRENTICE HANDICAP 
L ! . 1 (CLASS G) £2,500 added 3YO 1m 

1 00-30 CYRO (5) (BF) D Mtoofe 9 7 PCferke(3)B 


2 60-432 PB)CHANCB1(11) PHaafemBS p Goode 4 B 

3 00054 SHAW DEAL (14) MUdw 9 5 ,W HBKbkm (5) 3 

4 40002 DAVID (B4) UssOKriway 94 PRwferfdnS 

9 300&2 COfirraNAKXA(Z1)GABlito94 PDOtedS 

6 002-03 lflSRWT(ii)EWheela‘8i3 SCaaan2H 

7 05400 ABSTRACT (18) JVtowrigreee,. „,...JIfcAulay1 

8 . OQfr BRATW (W) 14 Bel 6 4 .CCarS? 

9 OOOOl TR01SEUEE(11)(C)R3piter7l3 DUonwgha 


BETTING: 3-1 Trate Bln 4-1 Fferchanem; »i 2 Cm Conpten Akka, ii-a 

David, 7-1 MbprinL 14-1 Bratby, 20-1 oOws 


FORM VERDICT 

A seMng-dass handicap in which TROIS ELLES can con- 
firm tost weakb sipariortty over Parc ha near and Misprint 
espactely as tfw rktere of tha tattar pair cannot claim a 5® 
alowance as they dki than. The fly in the ointment may be 
Bratby, who is making Ms handcap debut off a tow mark 
and would not need to t» vary good to go dosa 

2 nnl BLACKWOOD CLAIMING STAKES 
l— TT l (CLASS E) £3,500 added 5f 

1 035-11 KRYSTAL MAX (SS(CQTDbfcn 69 C JtentMteyHwtp) 4 

2 32500 MLAC83ATE JACK (7) (CD) JBnry B96_PBndtof(7}2 B 

3 006-33 MWETBBS (7) (QKIwy492 Jt Poflanf (3) 1 B 

4 00086 HURSU. LADY (3) D Mchnls 5 8 13 RCwbnm3B 

-4 cteciared - 

BETTBilG: 4-7 Krystal Ha^ 4-1 PalacHate JKk, M Onto Tanra, B-1 
HuglLady 

FORM VERDICT 

A straightforward task ter top weight KRYSTAL MAX who 
has an outsta ys iy record hare and should be able to pounce 
On the front -running pair Pa lac eg ate Jack and Danda 
Timas to the Anaf furlong. 

12 . 301 CHURCHWARD BALL * CHA,N 

*— 1 CLASSIFIED STAKES (F) £2,750 1m 2f 

1 MMO WONYS(SBfl (16) CDand|6EL)59T) ACUrti3V 

2 664-42 ROI DE DANSE (11) M Qurn 4 9 10 JNortonl 

3 50440 MB1RY PRMCE (fl) P Hadger 4 9 B OnOTkl 2 V 

4 10402 SCOTLAND BAY (12) (C) P Buter « 9 1 NPftG*n3f3}$ 

5 653-21 LOVE BLUES (USA) (7) M Jdnstoi 3 8 3 J0ldrei4 

•5 dactered - 

BETTING! B-1 1 Low But*, 2-1 Boi De Danse, 132 ScoOand Bn 16-1 
Dionys, 25-1 Merry Prince 


FORM VERDICT 

A good opportunity tar LOVE BLUESto quiddy add to last 
weekls Wolverh a mpt o n success. He win not be quafifled tor 
the teve) ot event in future and should have no trouble in 
ngadvantagsoftheGjrtsoMhe entry system. Roi Da Danse 
(ooka the one lor the forecast. 

IO AC I KEEP WARM IN THE RESTAURANT 
1° -J MAIDEN STAKES (D) £5,250 7f 

1 0306 0UDALMUTB9UR) VSoan?499 JTCodxaneS 

2 AT 43-5 JONATHANS GBS. ( 2 ^ JSndpBr 4 94 R Brietand ( 7 ) 4 

3 4040-6 THOMAS HSfflY ( 23 ) J S Moore 36 5 ACtekS 

4 M BELLA (7)1 Bafcfr^3 80 Mafti Dwyfif 1 

5 MANY'S AFFAIR (USA) Sr Mnescctt 3 80 _CNiflftsr2 

-Stfeetand- 

BETTBIG: 36 Nonyte Affair, 7-2 Thame Heray, 4-1 Outtetewteenl. M 
BeBs, 16-1 Jonathan's GW 

FORM VERDICT 

A vwy weak maiden n whtdh weS-bred nawcontof Nany'* 
Affair would have not to be very good to make a wlnnng 
debut But THOMAS HENRY has Bis form on turf tn take 
a rare kte this and may be able tp make ha experience teA 

•a 4 nl WINTER WARMER OFFERS H’CAP 
Lr:„ I (CLASS D) £ 5^50 added 7f 

1 44-SDl TDPTON (3) (CO) P Hearing 5 T3 0 JOtanBfl 

2 411-22 KUGWITY{7)tC)(BF) GBrawy788 A PoM (3> 1 

3 STOPWATCH (140) Mrs L Jewel 4 9 7 JTPrfW6 

4 0TMS1 SHADES 0FUWE(16) (CO) VSsre 593 RCottaaoo2 

5 52»4 RAINSTORM (14) (CD) CDwy»4B 3 4 Gotobed (7) 3 V 

8 00600 SCISSOR HfDGE(T4)CTJfiriooer7B7..J1Brialandp)* 
7 00060 POUSHLH3ON(7)JAl*rtro67i0_ P RtzStonra (7)7 

-7 declared - 

Minimum w&gts. TatOb. True handicap w&jhc Po&ft Legion &t 12b 
BETTMB! 5-2 Hngwty 3-1 Shades Of Love, 4-1 Tbpien, 5-1 Ratostom, 
7-1 Stopwatch, KM Seteeor Ridge, 12-1 Pofiah Legtan 


FORM VERDICT 

Since ridden from tfw front HUQWITYhaa gone tram strength 
to strength and he should make another bold show from Ms 
rate draw. Topton has been rontwg wel when he gets (vs 
optimum condrtions (held up n a race run at end-to-end gal- 
lop) but todays emaler field may not be ideal, whfe Shades 
Of Lova has proved vulnerable off ttis lugfier mark before 
Scissor Ridge has an offputlrg record but Is bettor drawn 
today, so may not be far away. 

4 -4 e COLLING WOOD HANDICAP (CLASS 
— J E) £3,500 added 2m Value £2,772 

1 321-31 ROYAL ROULETTE (11) (CD) Mss BSandais5 01JL Clark 3 

2 jTO-21 BANBURY (ISA) (11) (C) C DwyerS DO.. -I Gotobed (7)8 E 

3 61-OM Pfiwce DANZIG (11) (Q D NUrsqr Snitli 69 Q N Cato (5) 4 

4 fl/30- FATHER SKY (J70) (U) OShenwod B 99....SCaraon (7) 7 B 

5 0063 HA«ICaTHriSLM0Oe537 _.MW^im11 

6 835-21 ABUUUOOD (10) P Kadam 4 g 5 P Good* (7) 6 B 

7 26/0-1 HajRAJAfT6)(taJ)PMWwl60D.-_ RCochme2 

8 ,3441 SPICK AND SPAN (1^ (CD) P Hedger 5B 6 —Dane CTNcMfl 

9 5502-2 PADAUKflt) (SF) MHayrteiSB* F Norton 10 B 

« 551-31 COLERIDGE (1R (CD) J3wha(i 11 B3 ... J Wbon (7) 1 B 

11 03400- BSflffflTTIESCBlES(S6) CCyarSBO- — Mufti DwyerS 

-11 declared - 

BETTING: 4-1 SpkA And Span, 5-1 Royal tioutaOa, AbutDood, Padaut 
7-1 Banbury Red Rife 8-1 Harte, Coleridge, 10-1 often 

FORM VERDICT 

A oompet i tfvB finale with six of the fiekf having won here thto 
winter. Royal Roulofte was vnpresahra horn last week, but 
got a good nde to a race run only a a steady pace and may 
not ttod things sc easy crtl her much twjiei mark today. There 
Is a stamina question mark over Banbury and Prinee 
Danzig, but none over RED RAJA, who beat Padauk here 
last firm and who mav be capable of further progress on this 
surtaca 
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PUNTERS' GUIDE 


The Toiseach gets 
vote of confidence 

Thgj orpier top jump jockey 
St eve Smith Eccles analyses f 
^odays Great Yorkshire Chase 

' Jm 

^ Cab On Tbrget: Defies advanc- 
heb!irt£ f d ^ >"B years and is sure to pul up 

Hiemnn^ ronn of ^is aftcr 3 brave performance. 

Cold Ctop. Thaf nL SSfS Tuil y marr y lbffi Needs to im- 

soonafterhisAsS^S^^ prove on a poor run last time, 
he is ready to run for his life V* Truth: Wdl beaten in his last 
Mr Strnno- pni *> three runs but this Festival win- 

weU aEd ,2 de; w Alv W runs ner dt * s relish Tbwn Moor, 
weu and could make the frame . ... , . . „ 

i iBniu i- Nai>sart: Should strip filter for 

uveiy Knight: Having his first run behind Mr Strong Gale but 
run of the season and goes well may lack the class to figure, 
when fresh. Stable out of form. Noyan: No form this season. 

utnSS^ ( ° rcvw Major Bell: Without a win since 
Dut makes jumping errors. lOSG and will have to wait a lit 

Capenwray: I expect this crip to ^ tonger. 

be beyond him Ask Me La ten Out of his league. 

Blue Charm; Runs well in his Symbol Or Success: Simply not 
own class but out of his depth. up to iL 

Pro fluent; Faller when beaten Cariingford Gale: Tough, con- 
last lime, so best watched. sistem mare who runs well in 

Glitter Isle: Ran a cracker be- her0W71cbss - 
hind Eudipe at Sandown last Jefferies: This Taunton winner 
time. A reproduction of that form coul<i do weU off 3 bght weight 
will see him go dose. Concburion: THE TOISEACH 

Frazer Island: Does not look ^ been 8*v* n P lent y of tone to 
good enough get over his flop in the Hennessy 

n .. . _ ' and can prove what a dass 

(. Upped Out- Has won two out horse be reailv is. Glitter Isle 
of four this season but against should figure on the evid mee of 
weaker opposition. his run behind Eudipe last time 


Cheltenham 


1.13b SCOT LA NOSTRA has 
notched two wins and caught a 
tartar in King Of Sparta at Chel- 
tenham. He jumps well, acts in 
the mud and has already seen off 
Menshaar. 

QOQ 

1.45: Pitted against French 
Holly two outings ago. LORD 
PODGSK1 is now in an average- 
looking handicap. He ran a 
cracker on his reappearance 
and should improve enough to 
reverse the form with Crystal 
Gift. 


2.15: MAITRE DE MUSIQUE 
showed plenty of Bght before 
going under to Nosam at Don- 
L caster and probably has more 
r scope for improvement than 
many of his rivals. 

CHELTENHAM 
2 JO: UNSINKABLE BOXER 
has long been touted as a poten- 
tial Gold Cup winner and he wfll 
surely give the weight to some 
average opposition here if the 
dream is to be fulfilled. 

□□□ 

2.55: The kid-glove treatment 
CYFOR MALTA has been get- 
ting horn the Pipe camp sug- 
gests mgjor prizes are in store. 
The turn of foot he displayed to 
settle the Murphy’s Gold Cup 
could put See More Busi- 
ness's suspect ju mpin g under 
pressure. 

□□□ 

3.30: COMMANCHE COURT 
appeared to have the Stayers* 
Hurdle in the bag half a mile 
from home at the Cheltenham 
festival last March but did not 
get home. He should be ideally 
suited by this shorter distance, 
however 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


4.05: Terry Casey thought hard 
before opting for this prize with 
EVEN FLOW in preference to 
the Great Yorkshire and the tip 
should be taken. 

CEO 

4.40: HORS LALOIUI simply 
hacked up at lingfield despite 
an unsuitable early pace and 
could be shown in an even bet- 
ter light with Behr^jan sure to 
make it a true gallop. 

DONCASTER 

2.35: BARTON'S winning form 
at Sandown looks all the better 
in light of the Newbury success 
by King's Road. He continues to 
shine and is taken to prove too 
smart for Mgjor Sponsor. 

OOQ 

3.10*. The Toiseach jumps extra 
well and he win find the opposi- 
tion softer than in the Hennessy. 
The better ground is also a help, 
but this could be the day thast 
TULLYMURKYTOFF hits top 
gear since his injury 

□XI 

3.45: ANABRANCH is a bat- 
tling mare who is well handi- 
capped with Tom Brodie. She 
has won on the course and her 
rivals have seen better days. 

ODD 

■L20: MASAMADAS was a win- 
ner on the Flat and will come on 
a bundle for bis first taste of 
jumping at Kemp ton. He gets 
I(Hb from Dangerus Precedent 
and that should be enough to 
secure success. 


10-YEAR-TALE ON THE GREAT YORKSHIRE CHASE 


1989 90 91 929394 95 96 97 



Winners' ages: 


Prom or torn to £1 stake: Favourites +£050 Second Favourites +£417 


Percentage of winners placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd W last race: 63% 


Shortest-priced winner. General Command (1907) 5-Z 


Longest-priced winner Eteikey Sound ft99i) 9-1 


Top trainers: Whs M Rawley CZ) - Dakey Sound Cartwdate («94) 
Top locfcays: T Morgan p) - Bob Ttedal (1968). Pwertty (1989) 

P Nrvren (2) - Dafcey Socrd Carhtedate |W) 

A Abandoned, F foB, J joint favourite 


FIRST SHOW 


AYR 1.45 

C H L S T 


DONCASTER 3.10 


C H L S T 



¥IHE INDEPENDENT 


racing services 

1 261 + 



CHELTENHAM 4.05 

C H L T 



Ladbrokes bat on the CtaBenhani [UK 




HYPERION 

1.05 Magic Combination 3.30 Commanche Court 

1.40 Polar Prospect 4.05 Even Flow 

2J20 Unslnkabie Boxer 4.40 Hors La Lol 111 

235 Cytor Malta 

GOING: Soil (Good to Sdi n piacasi 

■ Left-hand, galopng cant wm salt fences. Uphu runnn of 340yd 

■ Coxae atriNo) town off A435 Bua ink bom Chettentani dawn (served by Bris- 
tol. Bvmngrwm ana London. PaOd n gt on l 2m ADMISSION: CU S Tjoersolla com- 
bnnd Ct2 (|unuis. wars. £ ffl. Courage Encaasue 15 CAR PARK: free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEASING TRAINERS: II Pipe 43-281 (6JM D Ntefxsiaon 32-2T1 (ST% 1 . N T wi lto n- 
Davtee 22-2 M 003°. t J Gifford 16-119 ( 06*1.1. lira J Pitman 15-70 (214%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 42-162 (259^). N WUHamson 35-164 (213M R 
Dunweody 32-196 063^1 J Oatxxne 28-02 1 21241). A Maguire 22-143 

■ FAVOURITES: 209-521 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Moral* Fori* (405) (ravels 314 miss. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ratowatch P40). Cyborgs [255). Tortjoy (0305. Hit And 

Rtm (440) 

|1 ncl CHELTENHAM THREE COUNTIES RACE CLUB NOVICE 
L 1 ua l HANDICAP HURDLE (D) £6^00 added 2m If £4,750 
T 7661 BUCKSOE (43) (0) [Quwi Beaded] V HarAnon 7 n 6 MARbgsnld 

2 2J-13P GUILDS {83) (D) lEcoromc Seamy) P Wetbcr 1 n 5 ..-.JOWarn* 

3 44C POUR CHAMP (32) (D) [0 R 3»dmn) H GxAee S n 5 ..APUcCBy 

4 -006 SHADIAfW (21) fM BUOiliiTi £ J Bovm) P lArjhy 5 It 2 . .NWHncn 

5 3QIP-1 ttMBCCOM8BUiUON117)tVhs6Cu5ey>BCa5oy6'09 jPSpsnw 

e 5IN43 OONNVBIOOK (33) (BF) (R 5>ns> Otrtjj R nooCace 6 ® B - .TJItopir 

7 222C2 BRIGGS TURN m (Us U Unrtyn) B LkeMyn 5 D B ^MMcMer(5) 

a BOJOB 9WV1EMPBl{M)(MNener&iasajaioaiSuWNTO»e351]3 .XU— i lyn 

9 63433 OUNSTON BOJ. (45) (BF) P Hcfcshead) P Beran 5 U 3 Rlteaiy 

0 00534 LOOC SHAM®1 (IB) (ApraaAlOdcbParmenhp) R8udder6«3 BPovral 

11 25^61 WTERN (35) (PDuOsn F Fm. D SAvoodiLWiA 5 03.. .. _ .W Gram (7) 

C 2EP D4HJOI (35) |W* The QeWna) R Ddm 5 0 1 JOAlty 

a 4.6651 NCKET P«CC {B) 9*s JUoutt □ Ndnbon 801. RJebraan 

U 04&F5 GIVE HESRACE P9) (RSPieeceSMWC Danes) H Daly 6 DO ...SWjma 

6 2CNC NOKHJOKER(SS)(UsPHu»waon)RPe4COd:BDO CWfcfab 

6 £00 VELMQ(35)(HMahM)RUeite0 6DO IfehMlBnnnm 

-VMM' 

Mnevneeflfr I0tt Truotantcap *c#^85. Gvolfe&jBcaas? 134. Solar Jb*er»7». kot»e:9it 
SETTMG: 4-1 lloglc CBnMudoo. M Buckakla. 6-1 PoMr Champ, 7-1 Briggs Dm. B-1 Picket 
Piece, ie-1 Sharp bmpw SMdam, 12-1 GuMk On on ybrook. Look Sharp* M-1 othars 
1990 Guntudgaa D6 AP McCoy D-l (P Evans) Vi ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Potanbaly-cniari Buckslde has something to prove and. a iKely odds, a passed 
ww n taour of POLAR CHAMP, whose tnesi form sunds up weO and who wd 
hove the asseaonco of Tony McCoy Magic Combination, Look Sharper ana 
Give Me Space an M imexp oeed and appeal most of td* others n on open 
race. 

11 aril PITTVILLE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £10,000 
L 1 *^ u l added 2m If Penalty Value £6,866 

1 3EVU SHANKAR (7) (0) [kacmaacRll Ryueaa Pk) D Nchciscn £ U 0 — . 0KcPhd(5) 

2 lRK-P HAJNWATCH [80)(D)!WsACFBrorl] UP#»S IIS . .‘APNeCoy B 


3 253C5 POLAR PROSPECT (21) (D) (k»s D Lw,9 WMs) P Hote £ DO. ,RWUgar<5) 

« HPS06 DARAVDAN (35) (CD) (D A Johnson) M Ppe 7 it 7 TJNurpfqr 

S 0211- LANMCARAN (2S9t (CO) (HOI Smon Saraburyl H Defy 6 n 5 . .NWBmaon 

5 -4166 REAL ESTATE (20 (0) (Mrs J MouW D Nchofccn 511 3 . . . R Johnson 

r 4K4-4 BENATOM (USA) (50) (lordshp Stud) D Bsworih 6 n a PHMay 

a 14*04 SOUND APPEAL (43) (CD) (RW and jRFtfeiGMcCcuiS 50 K - - ..EHuatml 

) 400P1 BAHADUR (USA) (19) (D){Pmra and Lao) Mrs JRBian6 06 - .. UAfttzgaialfl 

B 304-6 HALONA(70)(ttsZSChrtjCVto4a»9U3 JONwma 

n 1 323-3 0ICTUI1 (Q) (D) (tubs R A Kirphes) Mu H Krays BOO JQdoty 

■ IIMad- 

Itnmum marjh t lost True fanOcap MoglY Qttrm 9a 120 

BETTBiG: 7« lAmOaran, M Polar PnMpecL a-1 Bwtttom, 7-1 RakaHKh. B-1 BMate Real Ea- 
Ma. 10-1 HMona. 1M Dfchan. l+lothert 
098 Mr Percy 7 OOP tide 3-1 (J Grtkxd) 6 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

A ^bong pace seems Ikely with Rain watch. Lannkaran and H alone al suned 
by IwcBiglaclJct. The wSbua Polar Proa peel and SOUND APPEAL, who can 
tain advantage of a lavouratta mark with her stable In boner tarn now than when 
aha shaped wnh some promise last hmo. 

19 on I “nMEFORM NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS WSKM 
l^rri C) £10,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £7.360 ISlI 

1 mi-1 UNSB9U&E BOXER (43) (Q (PaJ Green) U Ape ECO. . A P McCoy 

4gf» Oke. da* Me rfemmrf end demand on cep 

2 23343/ CHCOBAHI (714) (C) (BF) (J F Ham) D Mchobcn 7 05 JDzzwd 

UacK nftabadbbdicqp aMeluan 

3 143® SAIIUELWlDERSmto)((n&Srrii65Ban«s5Qtfch*xn7'O0 .RMnm 

«d and obrt green check. «f cap 

4 0P2-T3 STORNYRURWEATHER P7) (CO) (BF) |C Hartuy) N HWxfason 7V0UA FSzgerak) 

menxn, ytxm cap menw span 

5 CEP-n LOUGH TUUT (119) (R A Hbncocks) f Jordon 9 OO NWHaraaon 

emeotfgreea ndcMmns. aped abewi hooped cap 

6 26-11 FLAXLFY WOOD (182) (kks D A La Vobe! R BuSder a B 0 _.0Po*O« 

cbhi bbB, Sots abeies. wiped cri 
- 8 declared - 

Mksran might lOet Tnm /anflftap aW gfc. Sareuef W3WG1 Sa 130. flOwMenraNtar 9d gfa 
Lough Tidy fla -up Ruby Wood 8a 130 

BETTING: 8-11 UraUmble Born, 6-1 Stormyteltweathar, 7-1 Samuel WSderepta. 10-1 lAoahTitfy. 

12-1 Ctilcodarl, 14-1 PtaJey Wood 

698 Jack Doyle 7 11 5 C LieaMyn 0-3 (N Twblon-DavKS) 8 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

totankable Boxer: Top sbyng nonce hunaer us am scvl Gee Cup fancy altar 
one run over (oncos. modaraic Carry On 3renda.-i 6 lecgro at Ltnoaetar 3y 

no n»ar.s a skpk jumper yn. and tatty task £r G cat wes on soh 

CNcodari: Usetu harescap hurtfler two seasons ago. ~ S-tf su: to fancy on chase 
debu: taOovmg two wars on me udeines Usuasy stereo o* trter 
Sa muai W Hderapin: Smart nunzer and locfci Eke irewng use'ci tfiaser. juagng by 
ID lengths eror Chaeriul Aspect a: Warwot^hef sdi: sli neea carser-pas; 

^a ana is prone to blood vesseh 

^BRnyfaiiweeaiei. irhpBd poerty and nd It * up ta p-=«e si Singh »nn over 
»ycab here (2 pm* good to soil) when ten 12 Foeths by Seen Cracker ar Sandown. 
ProflaMv wertn anasier chance 

Lough TuBy: bkmg o mapr step i*> m dass after Mg Shore Parry tree 5b) 2 lengths 
MUomBter 13m. good to firml Open to «nprovemem an aas on -aR 
Flraday Wood: Thnsfrcmo wm over iwrses lost term ntna » peac two chas- 
es a Worcester last surrvner and ptercy on ha piara trcm ^ out cf terafcnp dut 
ooviouay wet rogamea ana cama bo rmed out weft yard ftne ng toon 

VER DICT The assessor has token no cha n ce s with U n sinkx bte Boxer, wnn a 
" rnari ‘ 2Dto rvgner than hes lost honccep himde win rts uraxeier wsi gave no eta 
tt ha pcrcrtuoL and there may be more value a STORMYFAiRWEATHER. who re- 
itms from a neai-twMnomh lay-off l*ok Hendersons l*ya:y-r=esl con was Detow 
hobesr a Saneawti last Una but previously looked psarmaCy smart when wttmctg 
here Ha goes best iresn ana can make too use at tns 2 sj concession 

to EE I PfliAR PROPERTY CHASE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) RH 
I I £30,000 added 3m if 110yds £18£90 BSkfl 

1 P2P-P CYB0RG0(FR)(C8(C)(D)|CaweyS»«;MFpe9112. _.. . . _ TJIkaphy B 

tcfcwrrttocn etas ceis, royi oe* staves nys/ tLm era yekx. e=stsnd sap 

2 tC-nP SSMOREBUS8CSS(3S)(C(99F}iPKBaneCFNcn3is9n 2. - . JTIsanf 

oar* psexefBBcwran.i^OTertaeevBs art seer anow*fa» checisap 

3 B8-S- GO BALUST1C (7T) (D) ikksBJLcctaartiD VcobanUTt C . ... RJotanm 

fimajerso and atwaaioc: 

4 CT-l CYFOR MALTA (FR) (77) (C)i3 A -^hnsailUPpeE TIC. JIP McCoy 

__ 'neriAxta+gadgtwiaaees ■rteocss.efneraUytensics 

5 tEsn RUGGERO (17) PArndtiTCncf (R18 ti 6 ... AKondMB 

prrt 5»Mn chsot pstl SIMMS, gw C5P 

-Sttttaed- 

OmfG: IMP Cytor MMta. 64 See Mon Burineex. 8-1 Cybcrgo. T2-1 Gs Ballistic. 18-1 Rug- 
B**® 

696: See Uoa Busrea 6 h 6 T i ttaphy 9-4 far P TteTOJsl 7 or 

FORM GUIDE 

Cyborgo: Beaten 4 lanjdts by See More Busness here tost year. Cut has run mod- 
eraraiy both sarts smoo (chase and hunliel Locks stasis seconc stag here 
See More Busktess: Error-prone S97 Kmg George wnrer. Ran deptorably when 
camping repeal last maith but prewcusly up to term tg Don Samcurai at Oiep- 
stDwi The pek x the weights on he Des> term 

Go BafttsUc Formerly useful chaser, only odd Rash cf term last two seasons and 
has left John O’Shea smee poor run nere <n Nouemter. Prcbosiy Best wesdieo 
Cytor Mata: Camcart and John Hugheo Chase wnner last terni Narrow Murphys 
Gold Cup CJtvjn miner here n Nov from Senp/y Dashing (gave 919 l Acts on soft 
and sM on istgrede. but sight sexrim doubt 

Ruggtero: Wmer cf am f and 2m3* (sofr) daxnare m Franco ats season Says and 
Bui looks out of hre depth *> trw company on Bh.vsh debut 
VERDICT: Oesprte ha progress ip the chasing beser. Cyfor Matti s£ has same- 
trang to prove and was Ins: runreig out of petrel when just belong Smply Dasting 
here m November A truly-run race could fmd die ctarm n fas armour, pamatoriy up 
agan^sikdi a cetenrw^och3raaer as SEE MORE BUSINESS ?aui NrChoBss ear 
seemed to handle the tances wel here imri cameo out si ne GcB Cup fas: March 
and should be gven the chance o aone for fas Kenya n Lop 

|o on I MARCHPOLE CLEEVE HURDLE (Grade 1) (A) 

£42,000 added 2m 5f 110yds E25.000 Ifiui 

1 STEP AWZUM (e)(D) (O b rorgats Prtno ah ci P Mcreq' e h B . - R Maury 

02ft vfta s&ie: a-c os? 

2 3flr"354 CASTLE S9CEP (29) (Loti VtaByi D Mdcfcon 2 h 9 _ .RJotason 

(DtafOutt KhffiSrpeddanes 

3 4. Oh COUMANCFS COURT (33) (C) (0 F DesranOi 7 taaf- .r. £ -I £ ...RWNtfl 

wfts. aai bU>hxp.4ft»awvea.iSrfiii» anus: n-nwca. cars :*# car 

4 21-10 OSEY SHOT (49) (Q (R Hsfabi ■ Bxcng 7 ti 9 JOsbems 

sprbw ar»j onnga danaocs. serves, i-yrifae ca. c^-w sar 

5 JWtO SAYERWeXaEIUSNP^fCJ^EEFuws^v-isnPersxePl UAFfagersU 

oraiEd CUO epusc. ofa» ana orange apse saeres. iac* «. csrgesar 

6 S’12- TORSOT (31B) i? ijreer) U ?pe 9 T1 4 . _ . APUcCcyB 

«pa bbo. darii Uud djrwwd are dsrora o> cap 

7 1-Wl LADY REB8XMp9)(CD)p(roers^yCptmcCiMssV'.Vi£rrs7 n 3. Jf WtSamssn 

lynvp. cart green sleeves, )VlM- CSp 

-7ded ared- 

BETTIHG: 64 Lady Rebecca, 3-1 Commaneta Court, 4-1 Tortjoy. 5-t Grey ShflL M SByarWedflA 
20-1 Cestie Sweep, 50-1 Arcura 
696: Mstrguen 6 TI 3 C Uemetyn 6-3 IN Twstan-Davies) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Anzum: 1997 Stayers’ HutHa 2nd tatod off 7th of h to FmceftA as Ascot last month, 
first outing smee and probably best watched here Goes wed n the mud 
Carte Swoop: Coral Ctp 3rd hare in B97 Not tores of oldtfas term after seasons 
iay-att and tstn 32 lengths when 4tn at 5 to L3dy Rebecca twer C&Q latest 
Command)* Court: 697 Trunph winner. Failed to stay when 12 lengdts 6th in Slay- 
ers' Htsde (3m) here n March should be idaaty sured by ths tnp in tine form with 
easy Navan and Leopardstown wms and shodd go ctae 
Gray Shot Hgh-cfass Ftaj stayer, much improved over hurries tfas term Posady 
trtiCky when career-best ‘h length 2nd » Rekeel here (2m it qood to soft) Inter- 
eaing over longer tnp 

Slhrer Wedge: Close to the best in 1996 (Stayers’ Kvrie 5th I and on the way back 
dter lay-off when Mn nk by Sptenrid Thyne here (3m. good to soft) but tnp possi- 
tty on Miarp safe 

Torboy: Had Lady Rebecca 6 lengths behind when siayng-on w lengths 2nd to 
French Holy over C&D n March. Lghtly raced but ytt to tedde easy surface 
Lady nebec se : Improving wtth every run and ea&ert display to gve consotent 
Aipne Panther t4fa and 13-length beatng over C&D iatosi Favoured by v®ghts 

VERDICR Hk wfl be the ttggest test lor LADY REBECCA, but she looks more 
than e^al to it on her latest C&D win There Is aid room tor mprovwnertt in her Jump- 
vtg but a dear round shoddgve the edge over Co u m iend iB Court (going very wen 
s ths tnp in Stayers' Iasi Maitti) ml Grey Shot Torbay, who looked a potentaly 
high dass stayer n eie Sun ASanca Is the trtmown quantity but commands every 
respect *i view at Its yard’s avalabie Trepower 


icl LADBROKE TROPHY HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £25,000 «Wed 2m 5f £16,613 

UPSrAFF(FBJ(7)(DjPAJorison|MPipefii5D. . APUtCoyB 


2 F-6341 DRLEUNTI33) iPearEmeryi P HobOsS 03 — 

jeto«dMttjsjffp*ta*Otasfc«eA)ie(taanta.efitosw 

3 132-1 EiraFLOW(33)(D)lATAWnes|TC=ey6«3 MARtrB*reto 

navy bta pew sssA «w*e cap 

4 C3C MWfNAEPORTE (2B7)(Bfl (JAdsrrJ J Adam960 - - - - - - ***** 

rod do™ stones red amen. afs» tap 

5 2P.P-3 JATH6 (CAN) p9) (D) lDa«i Rq & Uabig Svs Udt U Rpe 9 SO ■■ RJabwsn 

Sgrvstig. d3r* Slue cnBnan. 03300 an sleeves. <*»* s» 

6 533« STORM DAMAGE (7) (D) lTG»»y CLewaffenytarell PMcnote 700 JTbzart 

yctott- bin* sat amwakf preen cap bbe* sar 

-Gtfsctaed- 

Mruncn ne^fc UhL T/ue tantfeap ewgras; iarrt 9a 1 3b, Saunt Damage Sa 8Si 
SETTMG: >1 Dr LauM. 741 MruuMe Forte, 4-1 JotMb. Even How, 6-1 npstafl. S»m Onego 
1968 Paptai 7 o o N Wifianm 7-2 (T Waat nj & ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Tipstaff: Winner over fences h France 14} to 2TO4L but teB at Fret when wel backed 
n Siflire Coins race at Haydeck on Bntsh debut Acts on soft twt hard to assess 

Dr Leunt fa lengths 4ih n Trtoleprtn, over CSD (good to sob) from 3b tower before 

Kempton win over Lancastrian Jot. Cooswent but pienry of weight now 

Even Flow; 34»ne winner fast term and confirmed progress with 3 -length comobock 

wn over B-g Man a Kempton. 3b fagher here and could M pressed to corairm last 
season's HayOock form wtth Momara Fort 6tn worse for 2 lengths 
Monnato Fort: Much mproved tea season and aid pro^essng when 3- length 3rd 
to Super Coin over C&D <n March horn 3b higher. Goes well fresh and wed m wrtn 
Even Flow on Haydock term (2 m-»l good to 50m fast February 
Jatnrt: Career-beet effort on first run tor Pipe yard when ".-length 3rd 13 Brespray 
over C&D an cometHck. Open to improvement, but ttg task at the weights 
Storm Damage: Proffesswe sort wtth career-best 3' .-lengm wn ever Ttw Land Agem 
a Kempton (Sm4t sofii laKst but hard to fancy Irom Sb ou: of hand ic ap 

VERDICT: Jamas Adam was farced to bypass me Victor Chancier with MON NAIE 

FORT due to a sight injury: The nne-year-ofd. a winner tret time out last seson. kept 
pace with me handcapper fast season and has suipnsmgly been chopped 3b here, 
fits bold jumping is toeaty tasted to the course and he s taken is reverse Haydock 
placngs with Even Flow. 

4 AOI WRAGGE & CO FINESSE HURDLE (Grade 2) ( t X|| 
--Li— I (CLASS A) £15.000 added 4YO 2m If £9,545 Ufl 

1 ti BEKRAJAN (21) (D) (Sefrapn Rannetsh?) H [XSy Ti S _. R Johnson 

jeflMt purpfe and yeJou sSiped sleeves 

2 ma HITAMJRUI»(FR)(n) (CD) (Gerry Savfan S Mss J Knk) U Ppe nf A P McCoy B 

dark ai* and enwaif^wn iQvan&edi. stnped semes drt t&e op 

3 11 HOIS LA LO! D (FR) (48) (0)uD kfanm F Dcunen (Ftj ti 6 . . TDcnsnen 

pr* 2 mu&B<SaivanApir* and Oue ijped aeeies cap. Sue oa-norto 

4 611 HUNT HfLL (33) (D) |P Bvme) J JDNefl 11 8 . N YfiBdmsai 

flbrt One, pri» aoa, of ibrrav*? and cap 

5 11 NORSK! LAD (21) (D) iDatakCanJ) P fachofe n 4 ... . J Tenant 

refcwi royal sfar cneitons iwnj»ais8i«s»sjcsp 

6 CLASSIC MASQUERADE |CAff)(Ff79) (PS J Green) M Pee n 9 -- .TJUurphy 

taccassefoncv 

7 34433 NOBLE DEMAND (USA) (29) libs E A H^ockiG Sating it 3 . . U ARtzgerald 

red wtKe<i8mandandBm*3z. check cap 

S 2 MJVELLBfO (t7) iUw Cockpn Cm) P Hcbbs ti 0 ...J Osborne 

teuhK oar* ol»? cnei-tn aanenb on staves, ye&u csp. d»> SU- ttnxrJ 

9 604 RajatFTlON pi) Uxn Duggan N T>-asSai-Gj.ts n 3 C LtauUyn 

rt^af Ofae. esange ftoop. craige sSftes. rtyjf sue anrsoa. ©ws-r-rcr- 

-9dedared- 

BETT1NG: 3-1 Bshrajan. 7-S Here Li Ld SL, Norekl Lad. 6-1 HJ And Run. 8-1 Hunt t€0, NuvclHno. 
14-1 CMraic Masquerade, 16-1 Noble Demand. 20-1 Redemption 
633 Zalarabadd tlOR Johnson i 3 tar tD Itoiebon) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Behjaren: Posstoty flattered by 16 lengths wot over Hidebound al Sandown 

(2msoft) but a resttufa gatoper who wi take plenty of beating on this soft course 

HA And Run: Four-time scorer. Ran iqs to best when Etayng-an 2V. length 3rd ta 

Norela Led X Sandown (2m. soft) but IBs worse oH with wmer here 

Bore La Lai ni: Auteid winner before 16-length wot over Wave Rock ar Lngfield (2m, 

sotu Looks sort to progress bul form has not worked out particularly wen 

Hunt HftL Much reproved when beatag Martin Pipes probnc scoter kiss Orphan 17 

lengths at Chepstow <2m soft) but plenty more to find *i this company 

Norsk! Lad: Confirmed Ewier promse with batting wn over Blue Royal and Hit and 

FLxi al Sandown Form yet to be franked but looks a major player 

Classic Masquerade: Mdd&ristance maiden on Flat tor Richard Hannon Looks 

stabte second stmg on hurries debut 

Noble Demand: Progeesing stoafay. buV laett ID lengths 2nd to Dangerus Piece- 
darn over C&D (good to soft) leaves tan plenty to find 

NuveBkno: Pramtag debut when bfemdareo 2 cut bin SI by Scarlet Pimpernel an 
Kempton debut (2m. heavy). Fbrm boosted by 5th pieced Ptagasonte. Corid be sre- 
prise packet wtth normal knprovemant 

Redemption: Weakened 2 out when Wn 20 lengths by Noreki Lad at Sandown (2m 
soft) and wfi need abnormal re prove m emt to reverse placing 
VERDICT: Plenty of questions will be answered hem but it wB take a smart one 
to halt BEHRAJAN, who galoped the previously unbeaten hidebound nto the syortl 
at Sandown. Ms waring tkne was rightly faster then that of Norsk) Lad (earned 9to 
more), on fresher ground the same rfemoon Hors La Loi III looks a tormdatte 
propoation and NuveHlno eiso has the potential to play a leattag rale. 


DONCASTER 


HYPERION 

1 .00 Coutthard 3.10 TUIlymurry Toff 

1.30 Supreme Chaim 3.45 Anabranch (nb) 

2.05 Alzoomo 4J20 MASAMADAS (nap) 

2^5 Barton 

GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand, pear-shaped ctxree 

■ Cause b E of town off the A638 (M18 Jets 3 4 4). Bus from DoncastBr Central 
station. ADMISSION: CU> £15; Grandstand £9; Fandy Encto6ure C4 (mfer-ifis free efl 
enciosuree). CAR PARK: Free. 

FIV&YEAH STATISTICS 

■ LEADMG TRAINERS: Mrs M Revet oy 12-85 (RIM D Nicholson 0-a (TSii^j. N 
Henderson 8-30 (267%X Miss H Knight 7-28 05%). Bta S Smith 7-31 (225%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Carberty 11-40 (275%). R Gerrltty 9-53 fT7%). U A Fteger- 
ald 8-36 ?22%L R Guest B-39 (205%) L Wyer B-54 (M8%X P Nhren 8-57 (14%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 82-232 (353%} 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Harlequin Chorus (2D5) 

|1 OH I T1CKHILL LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
> l,uu l Efi^OO added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £4.824 

1 2050 GATFLAX (SB) (D) (Dr Join tatonood) AH/nel 7 11 1) .ADobttn 

2 ieo2 ROAD RACER (36) p) {PeerGarrai)Pn¥teCbereii 2 J A McCarthy 

3 F8030 NEW MN pi) (CD) (bn K I Smi) S Goings BDO SDuraek 

4 M5T1 SiKA»nS)AAZAM(4B)(CD)(U»dDwHbwy&JGieerel)CGmE69.RGarrtty 

5 08231- HCtiSE 0FDREA14S (F11B) (D) (J i M LafajB) G M Mxre T D 7 JCatoghwi 

6 1-PBI COUUNAHI (21) (D) (R Brazer) Mi P S^r 6 66 WMstaon 

7 -50642 SHMWG EDSE (35) (CO) (Q Gaham) TEaWBrty 7 tJ6 LWyw 

8 -513*6 SAMAMD(4^(D)(l*s Thereto OTbcta Mra L5ddri 7 tlO. TSUdrip) 

9 B2-T1 KATHRYNS PET (7tq (D) (EB Bn»n) MsM Rfaeteyfi t)0 MrADro^jray(3) 

D F04G- SERKXS (480) (D) (tony »d Dee Lasadj) S Dow 9 TOO MrRFonteWW 

V 328031 TME FOR ACTION (32) (D) (Etytt 6 Am Beacham) C Mam 7 Y) 0 JHagae 

-11 rtactored- 

Itanwn wriBfC fOst Rue haricap wttgtts: KatttynH P«. Serious 9s 13fe Tree for tarn 9af 1 16. 
BETTING: 4-1 Kathryn 1 * Pet, 5-1 GMflac, 8-1 Siksnder A Aram, 7-1 Rued Race* Coutthard, 8-1 
Shining Edge, Tin* For Action, 10-1 afters 
S» Mrimlra 6 « d R Ttamton 3-1 (D Nchotan) 9 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

COULTHARD had a hard race last tree but hopefuly ha has recovered In the In- 
tar v antog three weeks. Kathryn's Pet Is a poantta alternative, ttong wtth Road 
Racer. 

1 on 1 'GREAT YORKSHIRE MEETING' NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
l,JU l O) £5^00 added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £4,211 

1 21-211 51/PfEME CHARM {22} (D) (P J toed K Bofey 7 C 0 Hr R Fvrtatal (^ 

2 left MOOR LANE (81) 03) (R P B Mcraetsm) IB^dng7 11 B Attguh 

3 201 F-5 0ETTBT 0FFB1 (58) (1^ (St Eric ParWr) Mrs A Pan* 7 11 4 Clfaude 

4 Pi- BQ>ftBfPA(N2}(287)(MsJE1bdd)TBhemgttnB1H RQwrity 

5 0U33 0T)£OfE(12}(Arde>PB»3rtol*JahiPatoid)JJQftn8114 Pftan 

8 46Q25P LEAP MINE DARK (33) (Mrs DJUanb) Mac L5tttaen4 TSkk»<5) 

7 UU4U3/ UDQROOK (714) Pehn R When) Mkktaarc till 4 GBylpn* 

0 8FF4P MANASIS (Nb p8) (SBfay W Cbrfa) S Bwaksiov 8 11 4 ADobbto 

BETTPfG 4-fi Supreme Ctann, 3-1 Beltar O0IC.B-2 Moor Lane, 12-1 BTba One. 20-1 Kg Jura. 
SH othars 

SOB: CUM Hcpe 7 11 4 R Gueri 7-2 (Ms S Srtti) to iwi 

FORM VERDICT 

SUPREME CHARM ■ ttgtty regarded by his connectton& hac Jurrped wel on 
to three ctese starts to ctate art wi be ailed by boft tradt and ground today How- 
ever, thb Is by far Mb softest task to cue wtth both Moor Lana and Bettar Offer 
above avaraga novlcea 

I'o fie] DALBY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £6,500 added 
2m 4f Penalty Value £4,824 

1 -33214 L'OPSUL(R5 W ptakh Ahred«Uakfani)DMcrtEmBt20 AUagotm 

2 TtEJ> EASY FEEUN (42) (D) (M PGftta 5ft Fan* Stafareri) T Eto»Uy 711 O. _L Wyer 

3 ta-0 EASTER ROSS (S35 (Ousm Szaberti) N ItendBrean 6 n 2- JRKeuanagh 

4 00-112 BOLD GAIT (2S) (BF) (Mrs I J Fereene B 11 2 ADobbki 

6 2BB TMIF*NBOY(C] (D)(B^ (Surer™ Teem) G Baldfig 6 FKetayft 

8 3200 D0MAPPH.(e^ (D) (WCSwfaj W Javtg 7 08 MRWwdi 

7 -’SOU CHURCHTOW)GLEN{<9)P))(J&CT)ptoriSGodrirai'6t)6 WJtarston 

8 B22Q4 ^SCAONEp4)(BF)(WHSkee90n)MsURereiByai)4 PMnn 

9 0-30 RNGDOM BCf^VR (16) ^ Vteire F & Ms J GnCtoy; W Clay 5 C 3 R Thornton 

* TAWS KAHfBWSA) (35) (MsSi* Adams) JtactaBd TEtoy 

ti 2F2-23 HARLEQUM CHORUS (42) (HartKyai ScfteareJ Ms J Rrean 9 C 1 D Leahy B 

fi W/ra ALZOOMO (35) (CO) (LAJBdam)JQ(Mr7 01 ECataghanB 

tJ 04HB1 COTTSTOWN BOY (3^ HP+iiTCoetiane) Ms SaactimaBT)0 JMI4 BredbumtC? 
14 8196 OVSI Tit BECK (KB) (D) {Ikharti Cotee) J Jeffarecn 6 0 0„ TSUdriR 

-Iddedrasd- 

MWwre w&te Iftd True tanricap weight Oner The flack Oaf r3b. 

BETT8KZ 7-2 Brirt GML7-1 Easter Rons, 8-1 L'Opara, Tarian Boy; Ctsrehtmm Gian, Nahri, 10-1 

Kktgdom Bepenu; Cat eto wn Boy, 12-1 ntfnn 

«S8: Lab Be Fta* 7 « 6 M S Dm* (B) 11-2 (N Chance) tt m 

FORM VERDICT 

Bold Galt shoridat^ttoftiD wel B to Ftafbmile anything to go bft but ha toota 
a towadster over hudee and b perhaps not ona n fata a short price about over 
trts longer trip DOMAPPELwaatogoodtormontheFfatlastsuTroerand wddaf- 
Hteiy be bettor tor to comeback run over Iwriea; he cocto go we8 a a plica 

loocl RIVER DON NOVICE HURDLE (Grade 2) (CLASS WSfM 
A) £15,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £10,088 

1 2-ltn BARTON p7)(D)(SWChrtNTE«*rt)y 6 TIB LWyw 

Oar* pnm and etas tofMA tori arrieMBtotoedtaBMi 

2 0-1H6 BLUBX3NK (H^ (4^ (Mra Davri Ttorpjer^ D Ndrten 6 11 G AMagrire 

air* artbrnwhiii k nmiirt iUaa— 

3 3-etl MAJOR SPONSOR (M) (SPGtaamLSaMfctoaeTTlT-. JCatagtri, 

bbr tori too dtaato an stares tori cog 

4 -M25 BEAU (21HMs S 'Bttm} N Trison-Dwtss 8 ti 6 CUaidi 

prcKiedstoie^ btariandndriarioq} 

5 tl BUBUNaM(GarJftt»ts)ACBiiri5DB RGurit 

araocn and «Mg^nA etaBltares. maroon amfte, Drawn cap 
8 -P4S21 HBdSAHBOFSTSM(12)(CD)(TRendi8njoma)3QcfingsB'n i_OGriaghsr 

bbri toge «f *xra red states, bfatti qxb, nd cap 
-edtdued- 

BETTBiQ: 34 Barton, 9-4 lb)Cr Spocaor, 7-2 Bunmri, 10-1 Btadoto, 25-1 Beau, 33-1 Memssttb 

OMni 

SBC: Ghgtr Foe 5 11 fl D Laahy H-2 (Ma J fftmari) 7 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Barton: Smart novee wtth tour stayng wins, the latesr at Sandown (toted nevin) from 
Wng^ Road, wtio boosted the farm at Newbury nan time. Tough and the one to bea 
Bhredonbc StratfoTO and Asrxrt winner found out in the better races won by Hoh to- 
yed* at Cheltenham and Hidebound al Ascot Can be etpectad to Improve for the 
step ip n Ufa 

Major Sponsor: 2nd to horary ground to the smart Crazy Horse at Ayr and has re- 
pressed etoca at Cenerick <2rn3f) and from Lord Lamb at Newcastle (2m). No trou- 
ble with trip having won a point in fa97 

Baaic Wtrrwig bireper and soft ground Newton Abbot scorer. Bad mstakes three 
out whan m contention to BefrejanS hat race at Sandown fast dme. Up r trip today 
Biewfl: Dual wmer at Leicester, considerably extending aperionty over Decha 
Tried over longer tr^s here end may find opposition too smart 
MamaaMb O raat aa m: Beat John Bush to handeap over C&D off alow weight fast 
tree and looks out of her depth 

VERDICT: MAKm SKMSOR wi stay the trip havtog won a pant and he remans 
to packtog heart judged an the repressive win tram the faghly -rated Lord Lamb A 
Newcastle Barton is gong to be a big danger, especially with King's Road giving 
ha fatal Sandown kvm a booar re Newbury. There is just a doubt about Burundi 
over th« trp. whie Btuedonbr and Beau need to reprove for the longer jouney 

o ini GREATYORKSHIRE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS BraftH 
J ‘ IV > B) £30,000 added 3m Penalty Value £24,479 WSaM 

m-1P THE TOISEACH (53) (CD) (T 6 J Vbsw) J Freefone 0 n 0 ADofableV 

nd. jatar hooped mmms and cap 

-nz32 MR STRONG GALE (29) (D) (T Chappflt B Eddy) P Nshafc 8 Tl 4 Jt Thornton B 

dark greerl tori seri. da* grearisteeres, red arrnfeCLttBri and red titedicap 

2i«- UWfflfK»8GHTtW)iA0VMBUGSfadt)ti2 LAspel 

yekm. nhfooosof tonsfaa. steewsaidcro 

5-ff2 THE LAST RJNG (3S) (D) (Mchad JaristviJ Ms S Sinto 9 D G_ .-SDimri 

been, wtae hepp md aaeras. guemred c^3 

•ate CAPBta»Mypa8iBKRfopMi)JKinBtino cifara 

jtofatcreytoraes 

ItZ-C BLUECHARM(56)(D)(MsMlrttoay)lfe;S&arixree9tJl1.JteM&>dfa*nB(3) 


7 63+ if mOHJJBfTptl) £F) (Andy tale &DaridJadren)MKaninmdB Vlf — PNhm 

pHLtakBMjpto 

8 2CSC GUTTBT ISLE (21) (Ms Tmotoy PUrgnri) J Giftard 9 11 It _ PHde 

<jrtrri« tori oaabofa redcap wtmspob 

9 4F-M2 TNATER BLAND (S$ (D) B AteCfffe) A tare T> tit) Staton 

fawn tgtt Uue aoas bets, srped Stores, SgH tare c?p 

O MBI CMPIS) OUT (28) (Dordno Rrehg) U ItttmBr 9 C 9 (Gert RGuazt 

etaa dark Mb apaKMqpad shrank etaacqp 

11 5QXS CAflONTAROETWfCDJiMHrttJMaURewnyODB MrADeopiey (3) 

bbri. orange soo, orange stems OhcksBrs 

C H-435 TUUYMUMTyTOFF (14 UdraHWtaonandMr JHFBey) JJettBson8V5 — LYfyar 

&ri< btua and tyt green check, tgtlgnxn stoves and esp 

13 9-F43 M TRUTH (28) (Us E Heritor^ S Galngs n 64 -DGaBagbar 

pwpearriataBtomw^rifwJsferansaridcap 

14 4021-3 NAIYSAR1(84) (0)(PURch) PFfcM, B3 -WHuston 

yeSow. maroon soli, Hooped straes. mareorf cno 

S mBO NOtA»i(4^(t9<CHMca»e)KRyan9*2 ECBtaghrai 

red and ttofr oust daboto. Mred steams rasnaredcas 
t 30354 MAJOR B3J. (56) (Djjllddensss, I IfcAlan Vf liiflon) A hhfens H OnAMapria 
njfilotie and tae riaraood^ >oya/ Mre siflfiiec,Sgf» Uue ramttL mysf Mte sndnfito Quartered cap 

17 +014 KSK HE LATER (35) (C) (Tmcdry Harde) Ms S Brarfurne 0 10 0 ..fl Storey 

nay: ptoi darnondanddfanondSonoao 

B 41+3P SYMBOL OF SLK7QESS (49) (D)^i OTByndcrirt DweamvS OO— MrNFMy (7) 
reyal Mb. wn* repod stones rej^Mre and ieta toured cap 

« -56Q2 CArufGFORDGALE(22)(D)(&Ms0AGant*)TGaargeat>O Rtarant 

orarmtorieftraronL orange steraes. Mtotaera dua*9rarfo?D 

20 122-61 JEFTEMES (85) (D) (Ms 5 BksnbergJOd Tl 11 0 MrRtartelal^ 

■rite, dart green Oreoas, toped daeves anC ctp 

-20 dedeied - 

KmnmVc last Tnjergnrtc^wetgteA*iteUBzSprMOtSucceG$8$fr,GB!lngfortGak> 


W7tb,Jttta»Ssr6to 

BETTWG-5-1 Tha’Meeaeh.T-t GBttarMa.8-1 » Strong Gate. 10-1 JedBriai 12-1 tarerMand, 

14-1 Caprareray, TMwnrery TW. Itaystrf, Tba UM Hhg. IB-t others 

S96: Speaker Ytoefer9 9 n it U Breman +1 tor (0 Brtmmj * ran 

FORM GUIDE 

The Tbla aae h : Won a this two-day fixture tost year and agaw on the course from 
Random Harvest to March Vary easy winner from the slow Coun Mttody a Aacot 
on reappearance and found ground too soft in Henraasy. Ftoe chance on tfas going 
Mr Strong Gale: ConsbiBrit n the top races over shoresr trips art a hurdtes wainer 
m dire journey. Urtueky loser (tied mistake three out end retod) against Brespray 
a Cheltenham fast tree 

Lively Knight Unraced setoe the Whitbread but twice a wmnar on first start of ihe 
season WB Bee the ground and has reaiar partner aboard 
The Lest Fang: toM beaten when M three out to Harness* and a 7-4ength 2nd to 
the useful Random Harvest at WWhetoy fast troa Ground no trouble 
Capenwrey. to good tom thto season cwr shorter bps but a wet beaten 9h to Bee- 
spray at Cheftenham fare dme (meats the 2nd 2* Strong Gale on same terms) 

Blue Charm: Ibugh gekfng who aca on at going. Aeitree wimer on reappearance 
but wei beaten by Dr Banes et WUherby next time Wins over 3m on sharp tracks 
PrefluNt Bare Cumbrian Chalenw and ktajcr BeB re Wtethertry pn4f) on reappearance 
but was beaten when a taler MAswree a fte r w ar ds Stiff task over ths try 
Gltm Mac Traveled wel througtaut end have beaten Euttpe but for ^ fast-tsnce 

enor at Sandown (3m5f) on most racere start Every chance at weights but best farm 
with plenty of cut to the ground 

Fraw Mend: Wins et the smeler meetings pnd to Auto PW at Lecester fast tree), 
thoutti gets t2to puB for 64engtli beefing by Ifr Strong Gale at Sandown (2m4l) 
Chipped Out Duel winner over 2m*f re Ayr this term (beat CommitlBd ScheriJa laa 
tfcna) art hss wan over dm tnp. May lack necessary pace on this grand 
Cab On Thrgeb Found trip (2m4f) too sharp at Wtetnwtiy but creritatte 3rd to Lord 
Ot The West here Om2Q fast tima Has gmind conritions to Hs Bdng 
lUMnurry Tbft Decent staying hurrier art has faced stiff tasks this term (shorter 
trips). Nowee wimer re Newcastle and OieBenham before fraaurrag knee Ftoe chance 
on taroued (pound B retaining his abBty 

In Truth: B-wtgih tal to the race fare year and went on to w*i the Kim AMr at Chef- 
tenham. Lhaly to go wel despite poor showfog behhd Mattson Cwxity taa tens 
Nete eart: Beet SoritdsFyne at Worcester fast oackand and good ttad to l* Strong 
Gafa at Sandown (Bn4q on reappearance. iBfo better here fait praters softer ground 
Novam Has shown Ittle on two stortethta season after being off the creese fast term 
Major Bed: Gring wel when s Mer (tenth) re this fast year and now 28b beta with 
toTruth (2nd). Hh won aver toe tnp art fatest 4th » Dr Bones re Wfetherby pm4f) 
suggests a good showtog here wfth Aritan Me^Ae bookBd 
AakMel UnarTBeat Fraestal a Newcastle (2m45 art even more affectum over ttas 
tnp. Outstayed rt tesong grant at Ayr last time and Bisly to find this too fwt 
Symbol Of Success: reproved last season wn hard to fancy re this faafpre after 
mo modest ahowtogs this term 

Crarflngford Gale: LJces Uamstar and probably not up to the task from 7b out of 
the hencteap despite good recant runs against Kadou Nonamas art Noisy Unar 
JaBariatc Has won tour trees a Trtntoa the fatal from Spring Gale «i November 
Ukas goad ^ourid retd has chances de5pta being 8b out ri the haiHScsp • 
VERDICT THE TDfSACH hss been wel bariad tha week and the efase art 
ground to a tat rifferan to the Hennes^ tor wfach he was strangy landed. He lumps 
wel art the next In mihewB#*, Mr Strong Gat*, has sS topics he gets three 
rrstes. The (pound may pnwe a shade Sveiy for Gtllter Isle, but The Lest Ftfng a 

wef thought ot by connection* end B bold showtog to a'padBd. Best of the othera 

fa TWIywmrTy TWf. who has been runntog rarer shorter trps. 


o 4 c] MANSION HOUSE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS KX| 
B) £12^00 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £a27eB3d 

1 43-0P2 MULUGAM (IS) (D) (Lady htam^ 0 McireBn B 11 O _JV Maguire 

mauwandyetarcheri. yriow abates 

2 221153 SQUIRE SILK (*Z)(D) (nOgdraftPNdfab t) 11 3 ^RThcmton 

mauw and oh* chart, ntote deeves 

3 35HS LORD DORCET (33) (CO) (J Hogg) JOartDn9 fr 3 B Storey 

rejef Mb. flrey and n^M»/afwrt flaws, grey cap 

4 IU3P-3 ANABRANCMai3)(Q(P)(MrtMBwter)JMjBftBraxiBt>5 IWyer 

Otari red cress of forrah* write stewK. rad cap 

5 40S» NAKIH (HQ (43) (□) (Jm Ls«re) Mss H Kn^n n T)4 SDuraek 

naioonmilBtibtoiaipes. ApteMtaataaa* imped cap 

6 5-t2n TDU BROOiE (74) (D) (Ms U W BtetfJ J H Jdnsai 9 tM ADobttn 

purptaanduhbthahed). pun* shoes, supedcap 

7 0n-P4 CkEBtA (35) (D) (D J Ttwrrpson) C Sr«i 060 - ...MRanger 

Htaa myaltHuPhcopandamim. toped cap 
-7 declared - 

Afinimsn vogtc 1(0. Tnxtm6capwagtc Cheefe 7a9S>. 

BETTING: 5-2 Lord Dorset, 114 ton? Bioda, 3-1 Squire SB, 5-1 Anabranch, 6-f MutBgan, ib-i 
NM d^lS-l Ctatai 

«98 OmOrian OtalengB 9 11 8 L Wyre 7-2 (T Easterhyl 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

MuHgan: Former top-notch novice but contnues to dsappotot and dropped away 
after gotog wel when beraen by The Land Agent et Wncanton test tree 
Squire SWc Vbry smart on hs day art teas on Ha plate compared to Ascot last tree 
when 3rd to Gee Reel art CeBrate. Lises to be held Lp for fate buret 
Lord Dorset: Decent m 1996 (won Aeon and Sandown). Taiod off at Ascot on reap- 
pearance art strfl task when last-of-S to Cunbrian Chalenge et WBtherby 
Anabranch: Notched rtaridreer last season, the final success coming hera and 
sure to reprove for seasonal 3rd to BnarS Derght et Carflsie (meets tha 2nd Tom 
Brode on 10b better terms) 

Natch: Former Aride Trophy wmer and had fist Stan for two years when faled off 
behind Nearly An Eye at UttoEoet Looks on the downgrade 
Tom Brodie: Frtshed tong way dear of Anabranch when 2nd to Briar's Delight at 
Carfeia art good winner from Dr Bones at Wttherby in November. Rested ance art 
goes wel when fresh 

Cheek*: Winner of small races and has fade chance from mtes out of die hanfacap 
VERDICT SQUIRE SILK, UutBgan and Nokir have been dass acts nttwicuna 
Squire SA wi appreciate this type of grade after taking on Get Real art Cefeaia at 
Ascot and he could stl have ttw abCty to gwe the wet^it to Tom Brodie. who will 
find Anabranch a sterner rival today compered to Cartsfa. 

|4 onl SOUTH YORKSHIRE TIMES BREWERS HURDLE mgK | 
(CLASS C) £7,000 4Y0 2m 110yd8 £5,085 Kid 

1 2wm DANGBUS PRECSJENT p9)(D) (C Brasher) C Egam 11 D DGalagber 

yeflw: puipb spots. yeBo* cap 

2 fl SABTTES(B3) (PKLHGkiuraySTjDoctwrtyl JGrifia n 6 OMcFftrifS) 

bnwn. pM cross bdts, phft cap fawn sor 

J 60 AUABAD pi) (tack awn (Bodonake) Ud) P Mupty II 0 RFanant 

rad m antndariped aemms, quanted cap 

« 4 CHEF CASffrHt (33) (Surgical Spfrte) G Baring H 0 B Fenton 

vftfc, faige ted qm. hooped ttaevK, red cap 

5 5 DOIGTS CTOfl (FH) fat) (A J Daves) P Vfebber 11 0 AMagdre 

bbri and ef» ffafawed. ntaestaewn btacfr dfamonri aonge cap 

6 2 BAHABMpS)(&PmOSriewn)JF#z6ertkli10 - -ADobbto 

Atari yeflow enw bate yeto* cap 

7 0 LASTMAH(llSA)(mPBraiCltenw)DMiictartlO- RThontan 

Otari etae hom. Made etaraes. uftto spate 

8 3 MASAMADAS p7) (Thrtw HioroqNtt* W) NHnfeison nD JRKevana^i 

enwraU gran leAwesfoe; yBta cap 

9 RIVER BEAT (R7f)(Ga^mood Safes A Usfaing)K BUM 110 SDuraek 

igte due. m«rif green ants 

V 0 TABEHNACLE (B4) (Utartti Myras) C Mann n 0 - JUagae 

yetbvK Otari dtamond and staevra; redcap 

11 32 BHrNADiA(n9(IheCQuftssof1yiondLadTyreneV9 ... RWidgwfG) 

eraeaU preen, royal blue kpfe dbnontfandsfenes 
-11 (teefarad- 

BETTTNG: 84 Drarpws Pracedwtt, 4-1 IWwbad, 6-1 Satotas, Uasranattas, KM Chief CesMra 

161 Lastmot, RhrerBeal, 16-1 others 

896 Buddy Mental 4 11 V P Carbary 163 (0 Shenwod) M ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Dengenis Precedent Confiixied hie progress to gain XHangth win from Nobto De- 
mand d Chtitanhem under ’Bib penalty Skttfariy penaSsed today so leariig chance 
Sabriee: Flat whiter fan) and unbeaten over sticks at Ayr and Newcastle, the fatter 
win gamed by 3 lengths from D anger m an. Suffer test here 
AHeharfc Moderate on the Ffat end no show from two hurtfla att e mp t s 
Chief Cntiton Dud wsrar over fad al Epsom art Bttl task on jumper debut whwi 

e wel beaten 4th to Hunt ta In terrbie gromd. May do better on this surface 

Doigta <TOr. Winrw on the Flat r French Provinces and piifed too hard when a 26- 
length 9th to Norald Led al Sandown ttte month. Sure to do bettar end statte gong 
wel 

nafaabed: Ex-Frwch tratoed cch who m« a decant sort n SrepJy GrttBd at Wsther- 
tV on hurdes debut going down by lS lengths after making mtateke& L*eiy to do 
better 

Lariman: Had some Flat form to tance and stiff task on tudfesdabui a! Chetfartram 

(7th to Katarno) fa mid-November. Rested since aid may coma on lor experience 
Uaeanfadse: Windsor FW wtoner ifetthed SVDOOgns to sates) and very easy to bra* 
et Kempton this month when 3rd to Scarlet Pimpernel Better poind todtay wO heto 
and stable & be feared wtth their iuvenBee 

Rhrar Beat Snarl Flat handcapper (ftw wins at around tree for Marie Tbmpkra 
art one to note for the future after tttis stiff Hroductton 
Tabernacle: Dri me on tt» Ftet and hard to fancy ritar tfanifrMj taJtod off beffrld 
TraUde 61 Newbury 

Bint NadBK No better than a ptater on the level and raised h cfass after placed ef- 
forts in poor races at Huntingdon and Herefonj 

VERDICT: d ANGERUSPHEC£D£NT dafiad a 12b penalty a Che1far*tem bo 
the chances are he wfl contirue the wktomg sequence today: Dotes FOr and 

UaaamBdiis are BkaJy roprowra tor their debut attempts n good-ctasa races, and 

Haftabad came across a decent recruit to Snpfy GrfBd at vStarby 
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Leeds lads choose 
the Devils’ shirts 


AS YOU WERE 



NOT SINCE Eric Can- 
| a X ton a took himself off to 
f W. J Old ’frafford have Leeds 
United fans been forced 
to suffer such humiliation 
at the hands of their great rivals as 
those devotees who populate the first 
XT of HMS Montrose. Tb their “hor- 
ror and disbelief, their recent ap- 
peal to numerous Premiership clubs 
for a cast-off team kit met with just 

erne response and you can guess who 
that was from. 

It was either wear the red and 
white of Manchester United or just 
not play. But our brave boys in the 
South Atlan tic have an unbeaten 
record to maintain (nine wins and 
one draw) against the likes of 
Uruguay, Chile and Panama so 
they swallowed their pride and 
pulled on the red shirt for Britain - 
over the top of their worn-out old 
Leeds jerseys. 

“We couldn’t believe it when the 
only club generous enough to re- 
spond was Manchester United," 
said player-manager and Chief Petty 
Officer, Mark MinalL “Our compro- 
mise, a hot and sticky one, is to wear 
a Leeds shirt underneath. It's our 
only only option, unless Leeds Unit- ' 
ed take pity and reconsider our re- 
quest Then we can give the red and 
white kit to our second XL" 

0 ^ : - THE NAME of Manches- 
I a* ter United's latest ac- 
* ™ . quisition was enough to 
make even Andy Cole 
and Dwight "torte breakout 
in a cold sweat, never mind Teddy 
Sheringham. Welcomed to Old Unf- 
fbrd recently with open arms was one 
D Law. but United’s present-day 
strikers need have no fear; the indi- 
vidual in question being Diana Law. 
the daughter of the Stretford End 
legend, who was joining the dub's 
rapidly expanding communications 
department as a deputy press officer 
It goes without saying that Diana is 
a lifelong United fan. but despite 
being Manchester bom and bred, the 
25-year-old is also "a Scotland fan 
through and through", not that there 
are too many of her compatriots at 
Old Trafford these days. She is the 
latest in a long line of daughters of 
famous football dads who have gone 
into the media. Others indude the 
BBC weather girl Suzanne Charlton 
(the daughter of Denis Law's old 
playmate. Sir Bobby), ITVs Gabby 
Yorath and Sky Sport's Kelly 
Dalglish. 


mSNTiike football fens 
| ^ \ to get ah sentimental 
" , . J' about a manager who 
'^k=sr has landed them in sec- 
ond-bottom place in the 
table, but the esteem with which 
John Budge is held Port Vale fans 
- and the game in general -is high 
indeed. Hxtey at ftwtman Road, Vhle 
fans will release 843 balloons to 
commemorate Budge's 843 League 
gamps in charge at Vale Park prior 
to last week’s sacking. It's being de- 
scribed by the fans as “a celebration 
not a protest against the dub", who 
have been criticised for the manner 


A stirring chant from 
Levski Sofia. Bulgaria 

a Bulgaria has a lot 
of natural resources, 

Bulgaria has a 

nation on^steani, ‘ • 
BulKa^has a little 
^£$0 ?' of everything, 

■jgg&mut only one real strong 
Kft||r£doc<iall team. 

are glimmering, 
shining, 

’ along 

I burej 5 ^jti|riies- 

LevslZB^afc. pie, ole, ole. 99 

1 rune: chanted as poetry 

in which they disposed of the game's 
second longest surviving manager 
after Dario Gradi. However, the 
mood threatens to become rather 
darker at the next home game, - 
against Huddersfield, next Saturday 
-when the fans win be releasing 843 
black balloons. Budge, who yester- 
day declined an “upstairs" job at Vale 
Park after 19 years there, may no 
longer be wanted as manager but he 
seems to be still in demand else- 
where; he spent this week coaching 
none other than Manchester Unit- 
ed. at the request of Alex Ferguson, 
who, coincidentally, now becomes the 
second longest surviving manager, 

WHATEVER COM- 
I ^ \ PLAINTS Morecarabe 
r ™ . fans may have this sea- 
son -and tying in the top 
half of the Conference they 
cannot have too many - a lack of 
goals certainly isn't one of them. 
Last week’s 3-0 defeat at Stevenage 


brought up the ton for the season 
in the league in their 28th game, the 
only trouble is that their fens never 
know which end the goals will be 
coming at. No one in the Confer- 
ence, or anywhere in senior football 
come to that, has bettered their 45- 
goal haul, but at the same time nor 

hag any t ea *", apart from Crewe 
Alexandra, conceded as many goals 
- 55. Talk about blowing hot and 
cold; the same dub who back in Au- 
gust suffered the biggest defeat in 
Conference history - 7-0 at Leek 
Tbwn - also registered the league’s 
biggest ever away win - 6-1 at 
F^mbo rough - last month. After all 
that, today’s home game against 
Yeovil Tbwn will probably end up as 
a goalless draw. 

CLOSE BEHIND the ova- 
I L ,\l tions given for Messrs 
• W J Beardsley and Keegan 

at the former’s testi- 
monial at St James's Park 
on Wednesday nig ht was the one for 
Steve Watson’s somersault throw- 
in. It used to be a party trick of the 
Aston Villa defender during com- ’ 
petitive games in his youth for 
Newcastle until he was told “no 
more” by the then Newcastle man- 
ager Jim Smith after doing it at a 
League Cup tie against neighbours 
Middlesbrough at the old Ayre- 
some Park, where there was room 
for such spectacular manoeuvres. 
Given Dion Dublin’s aerial ability, it 
might be worth his while reviving 
the act - though banned by Fife - 
at Villa Park because he finds the 
six-yard box with it every time. 

COULD GEORGE BEST 
| ^ \ party’ animal extrordi- 
9 ™ naire, be making a 

move from the fast lane 
to the slipper lounge as the 
years catch up with him? When a 
caller to his local, the Phene Arms 
off the Kings Road, enquired about 
George's whereabouts one lunch- 
time earlier this week, the response 
from a member of staff was: “Not 
sure where he is." 

When pressed on what time 
George might be expected in for his 
regular one o’ dock drink, the staff 
member stalled for a moment and 
managed: “Look, he's not here." 
Only at the third time of asking was 
a fuller explanation proffered. “I 
know he was taking his wife out last 
night,” came the explanation. “So 
I’m not sure he'll make it in today." 



PAOLO DI CANIO is the kind of bloke you can 
rely on, as a brief perusal of his recent history 
confirms. As a Celtic player he dazzled with his 
feet and wasn’t bad with his hands either (top 
left), and although he walked out on the Bhoys, 
the faithful stiH cherished his tootsies so much 
that someone paid £58,000 fora pair of his hoots 
in a charity auction. The other thing about Sign- 


or Di Camo is that he might appear brash and 
temperamental, but he'snot afraid to show iris 
sensitive side and has even, on occasion, laid 
himself bare for his devoted followers. Ooooh, 
just look at the smouldering stallion (top right). 
How ran you cafl him fickle? Say what you Hke 
about Paolo's time with the Owis (bottom left), 
but he didn't give a hoot about decorum if it 


meant giving that little bit extra to improve the 
team’s performance. He gave his all for 
Wednesday, he reaDy did, but when push cane 
to shove, he obviousty felt he was a Hammer 
after all (bottom right). So no more doubting 
the poor feBa, OK? He's passionate, devoted and 
true. And definitely not a loony time bbmb on 
the make. Absohxtety defirritety not that !; 


The price is right 


„ FA CUP? Poisoned 
i ^ \ chalice more like. 

West Ham. Soutb- 
ampton Aston Villa. 

Leicester, our ante- 
post portfolio is in tatters. Still the 
fifth-round draw threw up some in- 
teresting possibilities and Arsenal 
(home tie, not in Europe/ . Leeds 
(ditto), Barnsley (ditto), Hud- 
dersfield (ditto) and Fulham 
twell in on a form line through 
Villa) are all worth a punt. Black- 


burn v Tottenham. Coventiyr Liv- 
erpool and Newcastle v Aston 
Villa look the prime draw candi- 
dates tins weekend and let's throw 
in marauding .Manchester Unit- 
ed to beat cheerless Chariton to- 
morrow for some trebles. The 
London derby on Murdochvision 
between Arsenal and Chelsea is 
worth a draw single tomorrow, 
while lamipers Lazio ran beat 
banal Bari on their home turf in 
Channel 4's Sunday Sene A treat 


| UBERO WAGERS 

(Four 2 trebles with Stanley): Blackburn 
redraw with Ibttenham (12-5); Coven- 
try to draw with Liverpool (12-5); New- 
castle to draw with Aston VDla (12-5): 
Man (ltd to win at Chariton (8-13). 

H SUNDAY SKY MATCH 

Arsenal v Chelsea 
draw (£2. 9-4. Ladbrokes). 

■ SUNDAY C4 ITALIAN JOB 
Bari r Lazio 

Lazio (£2. 11-10. Wtfliam Hill & Stanley). 


■ HA CUP ANTE-POST PORTFOLIO. 
Arsenal (£ 1 . 9-2. Stanley & Tote). 
Leeds (£1. 8-1. WiOlam Hill): 

Barnsley (£1. 50-1. Tote). - 
Fulham (£1. 125-1. Wifflam Hill). 
Huddersfield (£1, 125-1, Coral & 
William HID). ~ 

ORIGINAL BANK: £100- 

CUR ROTII^'^ 

TODAY'S BET5; £18.53 (He £1.53 tax). 


MASCOT ON THE MAT 


Name: Toby Tyke. 

Club: Barnsley. 

Appearance: A cavorting, 
seven foot bulldog, who rarely 
sticks to his job of promoting 
harmony between fans. 

Crime sheet: Enraged Man- 
chester Cify fens aired their 
grievances to David MeDor on 
Six-o-Six after the dirty dog 
cocked his leg at them on Boxing Day 1996. When 
City's fans decided to exact their revenge, Toby did 
not help his cause by wiping his backside on a toi- 
let roll thrown from the Kop and returning it 
In mitigation. Your Honour: After seeing his side 
go down 2-0 at home to Manchester United, the pity- 
ing pooch, alarmed at seeing the home fens 1 rele- 
gation-bound despondency, did his own version of 
the F\ifl Monty in torrential ran. Off came his bowler 
hat and frock coat, leading up to the finale of moon- 
ing at a packed OBA Stand. 
OtherinformatioreTblookat'Ibtiy'Iiteafewnxmths 
ago, you’d have thought he believed in suffering for 
his art Minus an ear he was the nearest thing a mas - 
cot will be to a \hn Gogh. Luckity; a few weeks’ rest 
and a plaster quickty fixed the curtailed canine. 

Paul Stevenson 


MY TEAM 



JIM ROSENTHAL 


Oxford United 

Television football commentator 
“I was born in the city went to school there, worked 
on the local paper. There's a fed of people coming 
out of the woodwork saying they support a team 
but I can put my programmes on the table and prove 
my allegiance. We’ve always been a good cup team, 
as winning the Milk Cup 3-0 against QPR in 1986 
showed. I covered the match for ITV and when we 
won I put my Oxford hat on at the end. That prob- 
ably pirt my career back years! Lots of players come 
to Oxford and flourish, Matt Elliott Ray Houghton, 
John Aldridge. The people who go are a very loyal 
bunch. It’s a very special club in that respect” 


In t’net 


Found on the Web: Hoddle’s cartoon England. 
THIS SITE provides evidence - via a South Park- 
style cartoon - that the England manager Is an alien 
and that Wembley Stadium is his space ship. The 
site also features two games: in ‘Swedish baQs-up’, 
you control Michael Owen as he attempts to head 
meatballs -served across the screen by UMka Jon- 
sson in a b ikini - into Hoddle's mouth, and in “Kick- 
ham',you steer a Beckham lookalike around a pitch 
and help him trip Argentinian players while he is 
being distracted by Posh Spice flashing her un- 
derwear. 

http:lluni7w.hoddle.comJ 

Seen but not 

BOUGHT 


NEVER HAS there been a better time for Spurs fans 
to nip down to White Hart Lane and stock up on 
night attire. The series of games against Wimble- 
don is so soporific a few extra pairs of pyjamas won't 
go amiss and the club shop can provide many op- 
tions. The real bargains come in the sale though, 
so what better for the retiring supporter than Tot- 
tenham leather moccasin slippers, in a range of 
sizes, originally costing up to £14.99 per pain but 
now reduced to as little as £6? A win, perhaps? 


They’re not 

ALL DENNIS 

bergkamp 


Unsimg foreign 
legionnaires No 24 
MICHALIS VLACHOS: 

The 32-year-old Athens -born 
player started his career with 
Olympiakos Piraeus before 
moving to AEK Athens and 
then on to Portsmouth. 

Equally at home as a defender 
or left-sided midfield player Vlachos 
adapted quickty to the demands of English 
football after joining Pompey a year ago on a 
Bosnian from the Greek giants. Obviously the 
European Champions' League didn’t agree with 
him and he settled instead on the bracing En glish 
south coast and a struggle against relegation. 
Vlachos is very much a fans’ favourite already and 
recently scored his first goal for the dub against 
Huddersfield. Vlachos’ hard work and cool 
distribution arguably saved the dub from 
relegation last season. He was injured earlier this 
season but has now returned to foil fitness and 
form. 





A swift and defiant single-finger salute 


UNLIKE MOST football fens 
who know that moment inside 
out, I can't remember the first 
lime I saw my beloved Colch- 
ester United. No matter how 
hard I try my memory simply 
refuses to offer up a romantic 
August afternoon, sun beaming 
in the sky, as we rattle five goals 

past a hapless Hartlepool and 
I fell head over heels in love 
with the Us. It just wasn't like 
that In feet, my earliest flash- 
back is of a tragic Friday night 
home game where we were 
beaten 1-0 by Mansfield. 

We were chasing promotion 
in the old Fburth Division and 
were probably sixth in the table 
at the time (I'm only guessing 
here, but it seemed that we 
spent virtually all of the early 
80s being sixth in the table). 
Mansfield took the lead half-way 
through the second half, much 
to the excitement of their hardy 
away fens, all 49 of them Q know 


because a man next to me had 
counted them at half-time). 

But it’s not the pain of their 
celebrations that I most re- 
member about the match, it is 
the fantastic miss by our own 
centre-forward, Roy McDo- 
nough. With five -minutes to 
go, Ray was one-on-one with 
their goalkeeper and we held 
our breath, ready for an 
equaliser. Unfortunately the 
luckless McDonough stumbled 
in the mud, scuffed Ms shot 
wide and fell flat on his face. 

Lower league fens will 
recognise the tragi-comecty as- 
pect of this incident, which is 
why I can confess now that as 
the prostrate McDonough 
struggled to regain his feet, I 
shouted: “Goon Roy there's sffll 
another five minutes - make a 
name for yourself” In response, 
the beleaguered striker rose 
slowly from the sludge, scraped 
the mud off his knees and in one 


FAN’S EYE 
VIEW 



COLCHESTER 
UNITED 
By Radio l DJ 
Steve Lamacq 

single movement turned to- 
wards my position on the ter- 
race and gave me a swift and 
defiant sin gle finger salute. 

I mention this because, in my 
18 years following the Us, this 
is probably the most meaning- 


ful exchange I’ve ever had with 
a Colchester manager (after 
leaving us in the mid-SOs, Mc- 
Donough would later return 
as player-manager and lead us 
back into the League after two 
years in the Conference). 

The managerial situation is 
uppermost in our minds at the 
moment following the recent, 
sudden departure of our last 
boss, Steve WignaD - another 
former Us player who took 
over from George Buriey (Mc- 
Donough’s successor) and en- 
gineered our recent escalation 
in fortunes, including last 
year’s promotion to the Second 
Division via the play-offs. 

Wignall was the backbone of 
our defence when I first start- 
ed supporting Colchester in 
198L travelling 10 miles on the 
bus to home games from the 
tiny Essex village where I lived. 
Fd given up going to nearby Ip- 
swich Town with my Dad be- 


cause the Colchester Experi- 
ence was more down to earth, 
powerful and intimate. Seeing 
Colchester changed my per- 
ception of football in the same 
way that punk and The Clash 
changed my entire vision of 
music. But that’s another stray. 

The return of Wignall as 
manager brought a warm 
sense of continuity to my time 
on the Layer Road terraces - 
and took us to all-new adven- 
tures. We've almost been treat- 
ing our time in the Second 
Division this season like going 
somewhere exciting on holiday 
that you'd like to move to per- 
manently. We’ve seen all these 
places (glamorous Stoke, Man- 
chester City.. I even know one 
fan who has taken holiday 
■snaps at every ground, includ- 
ing a picture of himself in front 
of the Notts County scoreboard 
when we were 3-1 up). But 
after nine games without a 


win, WignaD. our tourist guide, 
simply put down his umbrella, 
folded up his notes and got off 
the bus, saying: “I don’t feel I 
can take this team any further." 

In his time in charge, Wignall 
did a grand job with little cash 
- Colchester are not a club 
rolling in money. His departure 
has Mt me In a state of tunnofl. 
I was told the news during one 
of my BBC Radio 1 pro- 
grammes and was barely able 
to speak for four records. 

Wignall's successor, an- 
nounced this week, is Mick 
Wadsworth, until Thursday in 
charge of Scarborough. Some- 
thing of an unknown quantity in 
Essex, his appointment may be 
greeted with some suspicion by 
the Us fens. A look at Scarbor- 
ough’s position in the Third Di- 
vision will teU you why. 

■ Steve Lamacq presents BBC 
Radio l’s Lamacq Live, along 
with The Evening Session. 


Quotes Of 
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The least enjoyable game of 
cricket Eve ever played in. 
There were two sides at 
each other's threats 
Alec Stewart, England 
captain, after the fit-tem- 
pered one-day game 
against Sri lank* 

I don’t have a great deal of 

sympathy with Stan. Stress 
is about the lad at Rochdale 
who has got three months 
left of his contract and a 
mortgage to pay. 

John Gregory, Aston Villa 
manager on complaints 
about stress by his striker 
Stan CoDymore. 

Shotton called me a prick 

and accused me of cheating. 

The last time I came to 
Oxford I met some sensible, 
intelligent people at the 


lir jvcrsity. He didn't want to 


^ckLeboent Chelsea 
on a row with 

Oxford manager Malcolm 




^Cup tie, after Leboeuf 

Went Off for tmafatuMi *- 


aa apparent iq my 


capitulated, collapsed, caDit 
witot you like. This wasnot 
an Alan Ball team. 





Cap defeat to Leeds. 

wanted us to draw 
them but I was only trying 
„ to lex* trig. 

Cto-B Coleman, Eulfaam 

on his side’s fa 
draw against 
“tester United. 
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denies 
attack on 

Venables 
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THE CRYSTAL Palace chair- 
man. Mark Goldberg, has 
moved to distance himself from 
criticism of Terry Venables in 
which he was said to have ad- 
mitted that hiring the former 
England coach was a mistake. 

Venables left his lucrative 
coaching post earlier this 
month to become a consultant 
U> the cash-strapped club in 
what had seemed a pure cost- 
cutting move by Goldberg. How- 
ever when the Palace chairman 
appeared at a meeting of the 
Palace Independent Supporters' 
Association earlier this week, it 
initially seemed that there may 
have been other factors behind 
Venables’ departure. 

Goldberg was reported to 
have told fans: “Did I make a 
mistake in appointing Terry 
Venables? Yes, I think I did and 
when you make a mistake you 
have to turn it around. You 
haven't had value in the last six 
months and I haven't had value 
either I would never have made 
the decision if I could start all 
over a gain " 

The Palace chairman has 
also been quoted by The Ex- 
press as dedaring that “The 
youth team is fitter than the 
first team and since Steve Cop- 
pell and John Cartwright have 
taken over, the players have a 
greater level of fitness already. 
We never got into a situation 
where we played with the same 
’ players and the same system.” 

Goldberg's reported com- 
ments were clearly at odds 
with file truce between himself 
and Vfenables which had existed 
since an end was called to the 
coach's £75D,000-a-year, five- 
year contract at Palace. With 
Venables understood to be fum- 
ing at reports of the fens’ meet- 
ing, the chairman yesterday 
maintained that his comments 
had been “misrepresented”. 

“I deny that 1 have criti- 


Bv Mark Bradley 

cised Terry Venables or his 
management of the team,” 
Goldberg said. “I was purely 
talking to the fans about the feet 
that our plans for the future will 
involve playing with more pas- 
sion, fight and fitness as we 
need to compensate for having 
had to sell two players of great 
skill in Attilio Lombardo and 
Matt Jansen. 

"That wasn't meant as a 
criticism of “ferry Venables in 
any way. He was an asset to 
Crystal Palace while he was 
there and brought hi many 
quality players at good value. 
The only mistake I admitted to 
was due to the financial impli- 
cations of bringing in ferry and 
had nothing to do with his man- 
agement” 

Goldberg's version of events 
was largely supported by lead- 
ing members of the fens’ group 
who attended Wednesday 
night's public meeting; with 
the Association chairman Andy 
Gilbert saying that: “Mark 
Goldberg did say many of those 
things but he was not overly 
critical erf ferry Venables. Some 
of the fens were but he was ad- 
mirably restrained. He admit- 
ted he was on a learning curve 
and that although he had 
brought in someone he be- 
lieved was a world authority on 
football, it hadn't worked out” 

One thing that does appear 
certain, however, is that Cop- 
pelL who was moved aside from 
coach to become director of 
football before Venables took 
over, is now seen as Palace's 
manager for the future. Gold- 
berg, meanwhile, denied re- 
ports that the entire first-team 
squad had been put up for sale 
to further ease the finanmni 
problems at the club, insisting 
that Palace now “had time” to 
consider their next move. 



Paolo Di Canio (left) is put through bis paces yesterday by his new manager; Harry Redknapp (right), after joining Wfest Ham this week Allsport 

Sunderland on the rebound 


SUCCESSIVE CUP defeats will 
have done little to temper the 
ambitions of Sunderland as the 
first Division leaders travel to 
Watford today. Hie Wearsiders' 
assistant manager, Bobby Sax- 
ton, is confidently predicting a 
positive reaction to the club's 
recent disappointments. 

Sunderland, in rampant form 
in the League this season, were 
given some measure of their 
progress this season - and 
probably their prospects sext- 
wfaen they were beaten by Pre- 
miership opposition. Last week, 
Blackburn Rovers shunted 
them out of the FA Cup and 
Peter Reid's team were beaten 
2-1 in the first leg of the Wbr- 
thington Cup semi-final at home 
to Leicester on Tuesday. 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 


By wyn Griffiths 

However; Saxton yesterday 
issued a warning to the dub's 
promotion rivals: beware of the 
backlash. “Ever since we went 
top, every other team in the 
division wants to beat us. It 
makes every game a big game.” 
Saxton said. “We were disap- 
pointed not to win against 
Blackburn and Leicester - but 
we won't let those results 
bother us.” 

The Vicarage Road manageq 
Graham Taylor, sees startling 
similarities between the league 
leaders and seventh-placed 
Watford’s zenith in the early 
1980s. “Sunderland have team 


spirit, players who deliver the 
goods and who know what 
they're about,” Taylor said. “In 
the 80s at Watford we didn’t 
really have any tricks up our 
sleeves, but it was stopping us 
which the opposition found so 
difficult” 

There wQl be same nostalgia 
but little charity at the Reebok 
Stadium when Bolton play host 
to Norwich. The Canaries man- 
ager, Bruce Rioch, returns to 
the club he guided into the Pre- 
miership in 1995 for the first 
time at their new stadium, 
which the former Scottish 
international helped to design 

“1 was consulted when they 
were designing the stadium, 
so I should know my way 
around," Rioch said. “It’s my 


first time back as a manager at 
the Reebok but I don't feel I've 
got anything to prove." 

Rioch' s former assistant 
Cohn Tbdd, is concentrated on 
extending his side's 11 -match 
unbeaten run rather than the re- 
turn of the Wanderers’ prodigal 
"That Bruce used to manage 
this dub has no bearing on the 
match,” Todd said. “The issue 
is that we're playing against a 
decent team. The ball is the 
same as it is every other week.” 

Brian Horton, newly in- 
stalled at Port Vale, is prepar- 
ing for his first game in charge, 
but even after years of experi- 
ence he admits he could not 
have asked for a more tricky 
opening game than the trip to 
fifth-placed Ipswich. “Training’s 


been good but it's matches that 
you want to be involved with and 
I cant wait” said Horton, whose 
new side are second bottom. 

“But that said, I couldn’t get 
a much tougher start They 
have been one of the best in the 
division for two or three years 
nowand George Burley has got 
a great blend between youth 
and experience.” 

There will be another re- 
union, perhaps less amicable, at 
Hie Hawthorns where the for- 
mer West Bromwich manager 
Alan Buckley, returns with 
Grimsby. He is, understand- 
abty doing his best to diffuse any 
conflict: “It doesn't matter one 
bit to me, HI let them worry 
about it. All I'm concerned 
about is the football match.” 


Advocaat puts pressure on Dons Bari face Lazio barrage 



THE RANGERS manager; Dick 
Advocaat, yesterday questioned 
the attitude of the Aberdeen 
{ players on the eve of today’s 

■ Premier League game between 

j the two sides at Pittodrie. 

j The Dons were knocked out 

< of the Scottish Cup last week on 

! their own pitch by the Scottish 

1 League Second Division lead- 

J ers, Livingston. They have also 

'x struggled to put a run of decent 

results together, with their 
highly-paid players being 
branded under-achievers. 

Games between the two 
teams have been fiercely com- 
! petitive over the years and 
- ” i today promises to be no differ- 

! ent, with Rangers leading the 
table and Aberdeen at the 
wrong end. Advocaat did little 



SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


BY JOHN NlSBET 

to take the heat out of the 
atmosphere yesterday. 

“I’ve been reading that 
Aberdeen are desperate to do 
well against us. Maybe they 
should have been desperate 
against Livingston, because 
then they would have been 
only three or four games from 
winning something," he said. 

“It is my view that you have 
to be desperate in every match 
if you want to win things. But 
we know this will be a very dif- 
ficult game for us. It always has 
been - and they have some 
quality players.” 

Rangers will be boosted by 


the return of the midfielder 
Giovanni van Bronckhorst after 
suspension, although Barry 
Fferguson will miss out again as 
he is still banned Colin Hendry 
is also out with a groin injury, 
but the problem does not 
require surgery, just two weeks’ 
rest, according to Advocaat 

Rangers gained a midweek 
4-0 victory at Dundee and their 
new German goalkeeper; Stefan 
Klos, is hoping not only for 
another dean sheet today - but 
a championship mrafal in his 
first season. 

Klos believes that is the only 
way be can establish his inter- 
national credentials, having 
been drived from the German 
squad that is settingup a train- 
ing camp in Florida next 


month. “I knew it would be dif- 
ficult to play for Germany when 
I moved to Rangers but hope- 
fully things will change in the 
future,” he said “It would help 
my case if Rangers were to win 
the title and qualify for the 
Champions' League ” 

The Dons’ manager; Paul 
Hegarty, may opt for the expe- 
rience of the former Scotland 
goalkeeper, Jim Leighton, 
ahead of Derek Stillie. 
“Rangers are playing weD at the 
moment, with a lot of confi- 
dence, and the goals are flow- 
ing," Hegarty said. “We will 
have to be on our mettle.” 
Celtic do not play until 
tomorrow evening, when they 
entertain St Johnstone in a 
televised fixture. 


LAZIO, THE best team in Serie 
A at present, promise to give 
Bari, their southern hosts, a 
rough ride in tomorrow’s live 
game on Channel 4. Lazio, 
beaten 3-1 by Internazionaie in 
the Uefe Cup final last season, 
and favourites to relieve 
Chelsea of their Cup-Winners' 
Cup this term, went all out in 
the summer to assemble a side 
capable of winning the Scud- 
etto. Rome's big spenders 
splashed out £3im to bring 
Christian Vieri l£19mj, the Ital- 
ian international striker; back to 
Italy from Atletico Madrid and 
Marcelo Salas <£12m), the bril- 
liant Chilean hit man, over 
from River Hate. 

However, thanks to a pletho- 
ra of early season injuries. Lazio 


ITALIAN FOOTBALL 


By Ian Davies 

made a sluggish start to then- 
campaign and Bari exploited 
this by going to Rome ami nick- 
ing a point in a 0-0 draw in the 
second week of the season. 

However, back to full 
strength, Lazio have been awe- 
some of late. They won their 
sixth Serie A game on the trot 
when travelling to Parma to 
gro their hosts a 3-1 beating 13 
days ago, and last week Lazio 
made it seven on the spin with 
a4-l demolition of Piacenza at 
the Olympic Stadium. That left 
them second in the table, three 
points behind Florentina. 

Lazio were beaten 5-2 (84 on 


aggregate) by Internationale in 
the Italian Cup on TOdnesday 
but that trophy has a fraction of 
the significance of its FA coun- 
terpart, and Lazio should return 
to form this weekend. Bari, ninth 
following their controversial 2-1 
defeat at Venezia last week - 
Rita, who scored the host’s win- 
nec daimed a team-mate had 
told him to play for a draw -may 
find life tough, even on then- 
home turf 

Bari are at lull strength 
while Lazio are without the 
suspended Argentinian mid- 
fielder Matias Almeyda but 
welcome back the Czech Re- 
public midfielder Pavel Nedved. 

OtMBl GAMES; ToamraM al t — 

Cagliari V Juveruus: Borewma v Wcenza: 
MSm w SGemltaivc Parma v Venezia; Perugia 
vSvnpdona; Piacenza w Intemariorult Roma 
« EmpoK. lbmorrmi irighc Utfnese v Botapu. 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE AND POOLS CHECK 


TODAY 


. j' 1 




FOOTBALL 

, , 3.0 unless stated 

. f FA CARLING 

- - - PREMIERSHIP 

1 BiacKbum v Tottenham 

2 Coventry v Lruerpoot 

3 Everton v Nottingham Forest ....... 

4 Middlesbrough v Leicester 

5 Newcastle v Aston Villa 

6 Sheffield Wednesday v Derby 

7 Southampton w Leeds 

8 Wimbledon v west Ham 

NAnONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

9 Bolton u Norwich 

10 Crewe v Sheffield United 

11 Huddersfield w Bristol Oty 

(2 Ipswich v Port tole — ... 

13 Oxford Utd v Barnsley 

1* OPR v Portsmouth 

15 Stockport v Wolverhampton 

16 Swindon v Bury - 

17 Tran mere v Crystal Palace 

18 Watford v SontJertand - 

19 West Bromwich v Grunsby 

SECOND DIVISION 

20 Blackpool v Macclesfield 

21 Bristol Rovers *» Colchester 

22 Chesterfield v Wycombe 

23 Fulnam v Northampton 

24 unrein City v Burnley 

25 Luton v Bournemouth 

26 Mlllwall v Gtllmgnam 

27 Notts County v Reading 

28 Wjisjli v Wigan 

29 Wrenham v Preston - 

30 York v Oldham 

THIRD DIVISION 

31 Bamet w Swansea - 

32 Brighton v Peterborough 

33 Cambridge Utd v Carlisle 

34 Cardiff w Brentford 

35 Exeter v Plymouth (110) 

36 Halifax v Rotherham _ 

37 Hull* Shrewsbury.... - 

38 Leyton Orient v Darlington 

39 Mansfield u Chester 

- Rochdale v Hartlepool...^.. 

rM - Scunthorpe v Scarborough 

• - Southend v Torquay 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

40 Aberdeen v Range* - 

41 Dundee Utd v Dunfermline .._ ... 

42 Hearts v Motherwell 

43 Kilmarnock v Dundee — 

SCOTTISH 
FIRST DIVISION 

44 Airdrie v Hibernian - 

45 Morton v Stranraer 

46 Hamilton v Falhlri» 


47 Ralth y Clydebank v Bishop Auckland; Cnlwyn Bay v Whitby 

48 St Mirren v Ayr Town; FrkKley v Stafytxtdge: Gufseiey v 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE Gateshead: Hyde Utd v Accrington Stanley: 

SECOND DIVISION Marine vWInsford Utd: Runcomv Worksop: 

49 Arbroath y Clyde „ Speroiymoorv Lancaster Rnt DhUac 

- Inverness Caledonian v Forfar 

- Bay: Parsley Celdc v Tr’afford: FlKron v Wit- 

“ Queen of South. v Alloa. ton Albion; Great Harwood Town v 

- Stirling v East Hie Burscough. Harrogate Town v Lincoln Utd: 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE HixXrvjITIowri v Ashton Urd: Matlock town 

THIRD DIVISION vRadcWfe Borough: NetherfleUv Eastwood 

- Brechin v Berwick Town. StockSbtldj^ v Alfteton Town 

- Cowdenbeath v Queen's Park ......... OR MARTENS LEAGUE Prereter OMsloai 

- Dumbarton v Ross County — ... Boston Utd * Atherstone: Crawley Town v 

- East Stirling v Montrose ..... Ilkeston town: Grantnam " Burton Aibton. 

- Stenhousemuk v Albion Gteaey Karens w TamwortA. Ksescwen lc*vn 

.. *r Gloucester Gey. Kbtg*s lynn v Hastings 

NaiKMViiuE CONFERENCE Nuneaton v Bam Oty. Salisbury V Brews- 

- Barrow v Kingstonlan ... — ... grove: Weymouth v Rothwtf town: Woroes- 

- Dove* v Leek Ibwn .... la Oty v Dorrhesier. Midland DMytoru 

- Fambo rough v Woking ..... Bits ton town v Onderford Town; Bkwwteft 

- Forest Green v Hednesford Town v Weaon-supe^-Mare. Hinckley ihd * 

iss'-sssss' '- ssrsayEi 

“ ■•••■ - - — • - - - j - Sutton Coktflrtd Town vChMdon town. VS 

- Northwich v Rushden & Diamonds .. Rugby v Newport (Gwenti: Wisbech town 

- Southport v Cheltenham ... v Blakenafi. SoMktn Dhdstoru Baidoch 

- Welling v Telford ..... form v Tonbridge AngHs: Brackley Town v 

mCAINSBERG VASE nrUtroaM* Bed- 

rn 6- F** ! tow > : Fb««lone hwfcta V Fisher 
merton Hewh ftotequlns; Dunstpn FB v Xudetlc Havant h Mbterioovllle v Witney 
tymington 4 New Milton; Ford Utd v town: Margate v Cirencester town; Ravnds 
Bedllngcon Terriers; Taunton Town v town vChemsfod City: SarixboumevAn- 
Northwood: Thame Utd v VauxtuD GM: dower St Leonards v Bash ley. 

1bvm WWSTONIEAD KENT LEAGUE PTWAler 
Workington v Swtwiry Wanderers. Beckenham town v Heme Bay Can- 

RTMAN LEAGUE Premier DhMea: BJI- terbury Oty v Sheppey Utd: Chatham town 
lerkay Tn v Bishop's Stortford: Boreham vDeol town; Gay Wanderers w Slade Green: 

Wood v Aylesbury. Canhalton v Walton & Faveratuun town v Hythe Utd: Ramsgate » 
Herstum; Dulwtcn v Basingstoke: Enfield v Erirh Town: Thamesmead town v Ciocken- 
Oiesltam: Harrow Borough v Bromley; Hen- hill: Tunbridge Wells v Greenwich Borough: 
don v Hampton; Heybridge v Dagenham 6 MfhkstabJe town v Lordswood. 

Rettoridge: Slough u5un»n Utd:5t Albans UHLSPORT tArimf Ceades League 
y Gravesend. Hrrt Dt vfaliw Bognqr Reg- p r emi er DdiWoe: Bourne v Ford Sports; 
Is town vObydon; Braintree town vWeato- BucWrrgham town w Wellingborough: Des- 

stone: Qiersey town u Leyt on FTtmanr, borough v Yixley Eynesbury v Kolbeech; 
Grays Atld^ y Berkhareced towm: MaM- Kemp ston v St Neots: Northampton Spencer 

enhead Utd vlteatBng: Motesey vUxBndse: „ Woorron; Potion v Cogen hoe; SpakSng v 

Oxford Cry v Barton Rovers; Romford v irwBukb«:SrewNt4ttovdsCcabvvBlidi- 
Whyreleare: SW ties to wny Ca^ I sland: sroheTstoffoW v Bcston town 

WWCT SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Ito 
P MH nn ; Chichester Cky v Burgess Hill 
mSSSS town: Easr Preston v Horsham YMCA: 
HaUsham town - Selsey: Hassocks v East- 

Town v Wwfinnoe Town; «emei nrmpsreaa w. ■ .r.mrrr Dawk 

v Harlow town; Hertford town v William 
town; Horsham v letghcon towtr. Marlow v 
Windsor & Eton: Tbodng & Mitcham V Clul- 

font St Peter TWrd DwMom Cheshunt v ^^ha wk v Broad bridge ^ Hejrh,. Jcto 
FladMdl Hoatlb Cttproov DorMng: Crrintf*. O^- Lawgiie Cup urml romrdt Wkh 

an Casuals v fling town; East Thurrock Utd * , - „ 

v EtKom £ Ewell: htonciwrcti v TBbury; ScHtWHk uiWUT LEAGUE tVriinlnr Pt- 
Kl^!^V^!nrAweley:lewes*Wh^re tWow= Btefonl u Batj weH Urd : Bbhop Sut- 
SRnchhw Southall v Egham town. »h * BrKJlngton. CWpoenhan town v 

inmnnn i eusm Ptxtifiiffi: AJ , PWJlton Rovers. Elmore it Caine Town; Mfft- 

nSmto Utd v Brldporr. Mefksham town u 

aWswarn town: Mksdwry Utd vBamsople 

ley: Blyth Sparta rdvCJlMt»rough.Oi{if1ey v Odd Down 


NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
first DMsfon: Atherton Collieries v HolK- 
er Old Boys. Cheade town v Newcastle town. 
Kkfcgroue Athletic v Atherton LR, Leek CSOB 
v Skelmersdate Urd: Maine Road v Prescor 
Cables: Nantwlch town v Bootle: St Helens 
Town v Glossop North End; Salford Oty v 
Mossley. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier DMsfon; Armthorpe WePare v Gar- 
forth town. Arnold town v MalrOy. Brigg 
townvStaveley; Denaby United v Tltaddey: 
EcoeshUi Utd v Burton: Uvefsedge v HaF 
lam; Nortn Ferrfby v Ossett town: Ossett 
Albion v Ftokerlng Town. Sheffield w Pont tr- 
fract: Selby town v Glasshoughton welfare. 


Bridgnorth town v Chaser own; Knypersley 
Vlctorta v Botomete St Michaels. Pet sail VIF 
lavStapenhil: Pershore town v Barwefi: Ro- 
cester v Stratford town; Rushall Olympic v 
West Mdlands Police: Sandwell Borough tr 
Halesowen Harriers: Wfcdnesfieto v Oktoury 
Urd. wnienhaii Town v Shlfnal town. 
JEW50N WESSEX LEAGUE: Bournemouth 
v Whitchurch Utd: Christchurch v Brocken- 
hurst: Cowes Sports v Newbury; East 
GawesVIcsvtouon; Eastleigh v ftortsmoutft 
RN: Foreham town v Down ton: Haznble v 
Gosport Borough: Thatctum town v IMnv 
bome town. 

STBflM LEAGUE Premier DP 
Fakenham tomm v Bury town. Fe- 
fccwpwe v Great Ytomoutfi town. Gorteston 
v Halstead town: Lowestoft town v Htston; 
Matdon town vwraxham. Newmarket town 
v Watton Utd. Soham town Rangers v Har- 
wich ft ferfcesron: Srowrmarter town v Ely 
Oty: Sudbury town v Dbs town: Wbrboys 
v Ipswkh Wanderers 

ARNOTT BVSURAMCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Rnt DMsIon: BMngham Syrv 
thonia v Seaham Red Star Chester Le Street 
v Bllllngham Town: Eastngton v South 
Shields: Guisborough town v Crook town: 
Jamnv Roofing v Consett: Penrith » Marste 
IWt Shldon v Morpeth town: tow Law town 
v Newcastle Blue Scar. West Auckland v 
Stockton. 

PRESS * JOURNAL MOUND LEAGUE: 

Brora Rangers v Peterhead: Ciadmacuddhi 
* Core Rangers: Forres Mechanics v Elgin 
Oty: Fort WkUam v Buckle Thistle: Fraser- 
burgh k Dereronwle: HuntNv Lossiemouth: 
Keith v Malm County: Roches v IMck Acad- 
emy 

SMIRNOFF HUSH LEAGUE Premier W- 
Halom BaBymena * Newry. QlltonvBe V Lln- 
field: Crusaders * Glenavon: POrradown v 
Glentoran Rnt PMtkitr Ards « Can it>: 
BaOydare * Umavady Urd; DUdHery v Dun- 
gannon Swifts; Lame v Bangor. 

LEAGUE OP WALES: Aberystwyth v Con- 
flak's Quay (230); A/an Lido v Conwy (2.30): 
Bangor Oty v Haverfotdwesr |2.30): Barry 
"town * Caeraws 12.301: Carmarthen Town 
k Caernarfon town (2.30): Cwmbran v In- 
ner CaWe-Tel Cardiff (2.30). Holywell v 
Newtown (230): Rhyl v TNS UansaniffraM 
(2.301. 


HARP LASER EBSH MIQlONAk LEAGUE 
Premier DMstom Ft nn Harps v Derry Oty 
|7.30J. SBgo Rowers v Bray wanoerers 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
FRIENDLY MATCH: Bradford v Hudder- 
sfield (2.30J. 

RUGBY UNION 

2.30 unless stated 
EUROPEAN CUP FINAL 
Ulster v Colomlers (2.43) (at LonsOoeme 

Rood) 

TETLEY’S BITTER CUP 
FIFTH ROUND 

Gloucester v Henley (3.0) 

Leicester v Leeds (3-0) — 

London Scottish v Harlequins (3.0) - 

Northampton v London Irish (2-0) 

West Hartlepool v Newcastle (3.0) 

ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP ONE 

Bedford v Sale (3.0)— 

JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE Om 
a milngnanVSoUhuU v Liverpool St Helens; 
Money » Camberiey (3.0); Oiley v Man- 
chester (2.15); Reading v wnarfedale 
(2. IS): Rosstyn Park v Harrogate, too 
Notch: HlncMey v Sheffield: Uch field v 
Kendal: New Brighton v Aspatria (2.15): 
Nuneaton v Wateafi 1 : T 


HOCKEY 

SOUTH PREAUER: Anchorians V High 
Wycombe: Beckenham v Bournemouth: Coy 
ot ftoctsmo u chtf Winchester. FarehamvTun- 
bridjae Weiis: Gore Court v Biadtheath; Heme 
Bay » Wimbledon’. NlaKienhead vWoklng- 
ham; Old iMrtglWans v WOMijg: Purley VW- 
coumiaits v Chichester, Richmond v Old 
CranleignanS. 

DTZ MIDLAND PREMIER: Coventry 4 
North Mbr-wlck v Leek; Edgbaston v Ollon 
6 West Warwick; Hampton -ovArden vkhal- 
sa: Harbome v Northampton Saints; North 
Notts v North Stafford; Shrewsbury vNot- 


Mbrrlngton; 
y v Durham 


TWO Sooth: Bridgwater v Cheltenham 
(3.0): Clifton v PTymoum; Esher v North 

waisham (3.0): Havant v Barking: Norwich 

V Redruth (2.1 S): Tabard v Weston-super- 
Mare p.15). 

5WALEC CUP Fifth mad: Bonymaen v 
UWIC (Cardiff Inst): CaerphHIy v Bedwas: 
Cardiff v AberdBery: Cross Keys v tomsaran: 
Htrwaun w tondu; Uanhtfleih v Vstfadgyn- 
lab: Maes teg v Blackwood; Nantymoel » 
Bridgend: Penygralg u Neath: PontypooJ 
Utd V Ebbw vae: Swansea v Newport: Tre- 
degar v Rumney: wnJUand w PontypooL 
Vstrad Rhondda v Aberavon. 
TENN8UT*5 VELVET PRBWERSHIP 
FIRST WVLStON 

Currie ir Heriocs FP 

Jed- Forest v Glasgow Hawks ...... 

Melrose ii Boroughmuir 

wacsonlans v Stirling County 

West of Scotland v Hawick 

Edinburgh Acads v 


I HOLIDAYS EAST PREMIER: 

Bedford Town v Peterborough Town: Bish- 
ops Storttordv West Herts: Cambridge Oty 
v Clacton: Colchester v Cambridge Unhr; 
CtOStyx v Ipswich. 

WEST OF ENGLAND G SOUTH WALES 
PREMIER: Bath Buccaneers v Robinsons: 
Cheltenham v West wilts: Taunton vale v 
Gloucester Oty: Weston-super-Mare v 
Swansea: Yeovil 6 Sherborne v whltchwcti. 
NORTH PNEMILlfcBowdonv 
Chester v Rotherham; Fwmby i 
UrHv; Harrogate v Ben Rhydding; Norton 
v Southporr. Sheffield Bankers v Neston. 
MIDLAND BANK WELSH WOMBFS 
I PACIJF- Cartflff Athletic v UWIG Newport 
v Cwmtawe; Penarth v Newtown: Swansea 
vCohvyn Bay. 

WOMEN'S INDOOR LEAGUE Premier 
PtaM-erffs: Slough v Bracknell (12 45): 
Chelmsfo r d v Higntown (4 45) (or Crystal 
Mace). 

WOMEN'S INDOOR UNDER- 19 CHAM- 
PIONSHIP Jf 1 .05 - ft IS. or Crystal Adore). 
WOMEN'S INDOOR UNDER- IS 
SCHOOLS CHAMPION9<B> (8. 30-430. 
or Crystal Palace). 

BASKETBALL 
BUPWEI S ER LEAGUE: Derby u Man- 
chester (730): Greater London v Bbm- 


Dundee HSFP; KDmaniockeGala: KirtajcV 
v Blggan Musselburgh v Aberdeen uSFP: 
SefiSi v Kelso. Third D te fafuu. Berwick 


v Ayr, Glasgow Southern V Preston Lodge: 
Gordonians v East Kffiytoe: Peebles v Glen- 
rothes; Stewarts Mel EP v Grangemouth. 
CLUB MfOOWS: Bath v Bristol (3.0): Cam- 
bridge Ut* ■ Queensland UNv (3.CH; Oxford 
Unhr v Bristol Unnr. Worcester v Moseley. 


(7.0); Leicester v Milton Keynes 
(TO): Sheffield u Thames Valley (7.30): 
Worthing v Chester |B.O). 

ICE HOCKEY 
SEKONDA SUPBttEAOJt Nottll 
ham Panthers v Manchester Storm (7.i 
Cardiff Devils v Sheffield Ste ei ers (7-< .. 
Bracknell Bees v Newtasde Rrrerkings (6.0). 

OTHER SPORTS 

ATHLETICS: Narionoi indoor Champi- 
onships (of National Indoor Arena. Birm- 
ingham). 

BOXING: British and Commonwealth 
heavyweight title: I Francis (Woolwich, 
holder) v> Reid (Sheffield} (or tor* HoB, 
Bethnal Green). 

SNOOKER: Regal Welsh (or Cardiff In- 
ternational Arena). 


TOMORROW 


FOOTBALL 

HI CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Arsenal v Chelsea (fi.Oj 

Charlton v Manchester Utd (4.0) 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Birmingham v Bradford (J .0) 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

Celtic v St Johnstone (6.05) 

BU HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
P leade r Wnirtnw Shelboume v Cork Oty 
(3.1 5|: UCD v Dundalk (3 15). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

3.0 unless stated 

SOJt CUT CHALLENGE CUP Third ramd: 
Barrcw v Dudley HIB (2 0); Bottcy v Caule- 
ton) loch Lane |3.15); Bramler v Leigh M R 
Dewsbwy v Skkttl: Doncaaer « Okffum St 
Ames: Featnerstonev ThcmNIl: HemeJSogs 
v Feathers tone Uons (2 15J | at Wasps RFC. 
Sudbury); Hull K R v Mfath Brow Himslet v 
townvfte (3.30): i 
LanodMie lynx 
Rochdale v Wigan 
green. Whitehaven v Saddiewonh 13.30): 
Mdnes v West Hue. Workington v Sktrlaugh 
|2.0|: tork w Egremont 

RUGBY UNION 

EUROPEAN SHIELD 
SEMI-FINALS 

BoutgOin v Brine (2.15) 

Montferrand v Narbonne (2.05) 

TETLEY'S BITTER CUP 
FIFTH ROUND 

Lydney v Saracens (2.15) 

Richmond v Eke ter (3.0) 

Wasps v Waterloo (1 .45) - 

JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE Two 
Sou etc Met Polke v Bracknell (3.0). 

HOCKEY 

EHL PREMIER DMSIONr Beeson v South- 
gate 12 .0) . BournviUe i OW umWitoNans 
(5.30): Brook lands v Reading (2 0): GuUd- 
ford v Canterbury (12 0): Hounslow v East 
Grlnstead (2.0): fedcUngton v Cannock (2.0). 
Brse DMdas Bromley v Sheffield (1 .01: 
Chelmslord v Oxford Hawks (1.0). Harleston 
Magptesv Firebrands (2.0): Hull v Stoutport 


P ^Indbn Gymkhana v Barford T( 

j 5cav ... — 


ica v Havant p 0 ); Lougnboroujp Students 
Hampstead fi Wrsrmlnster (2 30); Oxford 
Wvl v Doncaster (2 0): St Albans v Lewes 


Unht v Doncaster (2 - 

(2.0); Surbiton v East core p 30). 
WDMBTS BDOOR LEAGUE PMnder Ptay- 
offls: Cnetm s fotti v Slough (10.55); Hlghtown 
y Bratknefl (1 1 tO). aadcneflvChekndorti rara 
Skxtgh v 1-ttgWDwn (6.0) (or Crystal Palace). 
WOMEN'S INDOOR UHDBt-19 CHAM- 
PIONSHIP (ft 30 - 7-30. at Crystal Palace). 


FA Cup 

reshuffle 
will keep 
replays 

BY ANDREW MARTIN 

THE FOOTBALL Association 
is considering a revamp to the 
FA Cup next season which 
would preserve the future of 
replays in all rounds except for 
the final. 

Proposals include moving 
the earlier rounds two weeks 
forward, meaning that the third 
round would be played before 
Christmas and the fourth round 
is earty January. With the sixth 
round then completed by the 
end of the February even after 
any need for replays, there 
would be a break before the 
semi-finals on 9 ApriL 

The need to clear March of 
FA Cup fixtures is the result of 
next year’s Champions’ League 
games being staged every 
Wednesday in that month. Any 
Premiership dubs left in the 
competition would not be dale 
to play in replays. 

One farther proposal ap- 
parently backed by Premier- 
ship chairman at their meeting 
on Thursday, is that there 
would no longer be any 
replays in FA Cup semi-finals, 
although that could still be- 
come a key point of contention. 

No final decisions win be 
taken until the FA's full council 
meet in March to discuss the 
issue but there is a determi- 
nation at the FA to keep replays 
in the competition. 

Kaba Diawara has complet- 
ed his move to Arsenal who are 
believed to have paid around 
£2_5m to Bordeaux for the 
23 -year-old forward. 

Aston Villa are poised to 
sign the Finnish Under-2i in- 
ternational goalkeeper Peter 
Fnnkelman for an initial fee of 
£200,000. Enckehnan, 21, was on 
an extended trial with Villa at 
the end of last year when he 
played a number of reserve 
team games. He is expected to 
complete his move to the Pre- 
miership title chasers once he 
has agreed personal terms with 
the Villa manager, John Gre- 
gory. 

vma wiD also make farther 
payments for Enckelman 
depending on how many first- 
team appearances he makes 
and the final fee could exceed 
£500.000. 

Gregory has been searching 
for a new goalkeeper as be is re- 
signed to losmg Mark Bosnich 
at the end of the season. 

In the long-term, Enckel- 
man will act as back-up to 
Michael Oakes, who has been 
in the side since Bosnich dam- 
aged his shoulder against 
Coventry last October. 

Birmingham City have 
accepted an offer of £800,000 
from Southampton for the mid- 
fielder Chris Marsden. fee Cify 
manager; Trevor Francis, ex- 
pects Marsden to join David 
Jones at The DeD in time to 
make his debut against Leeds 
United today. Marsden played 
under Jones at Stockport 

John Harkes, the DC Unit- 
ed midfielder who has gone to 
Nottingham Fbrest on loan, is 
not the only American pfayer on 
the move. Goalkeeper Tony 
Meola and defender Alexi Lalas 
have been traded from the New 
York/New Jersey MetroStars to 
Kansas City 'Wizards for mid- 
fielder Mark Chung and goal- 
keeper Mike Ammarm. 


BASKETBALL 

BUDWBSER LEAGUE: Birmingham v 
Milton Keynes (6.0); Chester v Deity 

(5.30) : Edinburgh v Sheffield (3.0): Man- 
chester v Newcastle (7.10). Thames Val- 
ley v Worthing (6.0). 

ICE HOCKEY 

SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE: Sheffield 
Steeiers v Bracknell Bees (6.30); Ayr Scot- 
tish Eagles v Nottingham Panthers (6.30): 
Newcastle foreruns V Manchester 5rDrm 

(6.30) : London Knights v Cardiff Devils 

( 6 . 0 ) 

OTHER SPORTS 

ATHLETICS: National Indoor Champi- 
onship and Trials [at National Indoor Are- 
na. Birmingham). 

SNOOICBfc Regal Welsh (or Cardiff 
International Arena). 


THIS WEEKS 
TRANSFERS 


FULL TRANSFERS 

Free transfers or undisclosed fees 
unless stated 

Jason M cl U rer (midfielder) Liverpool to 
Blackburn (£4m); MaroVMen Fo4 (mid- 
fielder) Lens (Fr) to West Ham (£3 3m); 
Paolo DI Canio (forward) Sheffield 
Wednesday to West Ham t£2m): Mta 
Sharon (forward) QPR to Barnsley 


Mayer (midfielder') 
*m (Nor) to Aberdeen 


„ Trondheim I 

(£200.006): Scare Praocfa (goalkeeper) 
Huddersfield to Northampton; Gian 
Crowe (forward) Wbhiertiampton Wan- 
derers to Plymouth Argyle. 


LOANS/TRIAL 

Gavin Screeban (midfielder) Cl 
Dundee: Gay MnAtfawbam . 
Sheffield Wednesday to Por 
Dairea Fergusoa [mid fielder 

hamptoo Vtenderes to Sparta R 

(Neth): Hugo Porflrio (midfiei 
ftea to Nottingham Forest - PI 
■on (midfielder) Bamet to Fan 
Ww Items (midfielderl Ban 
lerkay. Slobodan Komljeiu 
fender) MSV Duisburg (Ce 
Mofiewer) «***»» 
to Nottingham Forest: MaU 
wood (forward) Notdngfum fii 

Rangers to Nottingham Ry^t 
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‘It is a constant battle throughout my career in keening the balance between calm and collected but also compe 




Second spell 
is sweeter 
for Le Saux 


A CHILL day in the west Lon- 
don wastelands and White Van 
Man is out in force, parked up 
with the Escorts and Mon- 
deos alongside a windswept 
playing field near Heathrow. 

They are there to spot foot- 
ballers rather than planes and 
there is a high-calibre collec- 
tion the other side of the fence 
as Graham Rix puts Chelsea’s 
multi-national squad through 
a practice match. 

The football is better than 
Wednesday's snore draw 
between Spurs and Wimbledon 
in the Worthington Cup 
although the players’ kit is 
- unusual. Of the 22 players only 
five are not wearing tracksuit 
bottoms, woolly hats or gloves. 
Three are young fringe play- 
ers, the others are Dennis 
Wise and Graeme Le Saux. 
“Weil bard, and a small blow for 
England,'' thinks White Van 
Man. 

Tomorrow afternoon, when 
Chelsea play Arsenal at High- 
bury, Le Saux will again prove 
that, contrary to the abuse he 
receives from opposition sup- 
porters, there is nothing soft 
about him. 

The Jersey-born England 
international has become one 
of the integral characters in a 
fixture which has prompted 
three red cards and 33 yellows 
in the last five matches and 16 
months. 

“They are quite lively 
matches.” reflected Le Saux 
when we met over bowls of 
pasta, prepared by Chelsea's 
Italian chef, in the training 
ground's functional canteen on 
Thursday, “it is a sign of both 
clubs doing well, there is a lot 
at stake and last season {when 
they met in the League Cup 
semi-final] we played them 
more times than was healthy. It 
led to personal battles." 

Le Saux's were with Lee 
Dixon, who was dismissed in 
the September meeting fol- 
lowing two incidents with the 
Chelsea player. "I think on the 
pitch we are both quite feisty.” 
he said. “I don't know him at all 
off the pitch but have known 
him as a player for a long time 
and maybe you do get a bit of 
history. I go and play against 
him knowing what I have to do 
to win my battle and vice versa. 

“They are generally honest 
encounters. There is nothing 
particularly nasty about them; 
we are both competitive.” 


by Glenn Moore 

Le Saux’s own feistiness 
has attracted adverse attention 
although his sending-off; a 
fortnight later, for a spat with 
Blackburn's Sebastien Perez, 
was only his second red card 
and his first for nine years. 
That, and a minor ruckus with 
Paul Ince - more verbal than 
physical - were factors in his 
recent omission from the Eng- 
land side, yet he was recalled 
for the win against the Czech 
Republic and will be in Thurs- 
day’s squad for the game with 
France on Wednesday week. 

One theory is that Le Saux's 
aggression is a response to the 
terrace taunts, many of which 
question his masculinity, but 
tiie player hims elf discounts 
this. He has not changed: his 
and football's profile has. “The 
Arsenal games, for example, 
are big games, they are tele- 
vised, it concentrates attention 
on them,” he noted. 

“When I first started play- 
ing, the main occasions I was 


*1 get a lot of grief 
[from fans], but I've 
always tried to look at 
it as a backhanded 
compliment’ 


booked was when I lost pos- 
session and chased back so 
hard to get the ball back that 
the ref would say it was a 
malicious tackle because the 
way you are going back looks 
aggressive. That's me being 
honest I've made a mistake 
and I've got to get back.” 

This scenario will be famil- 
iar to Chelsea fans even now, 
and Le Saux added: “Defence 
is not a position where, if 
things are getting heated, you 
can back away, drift inside or 
change your game to suit the 
atmosphere. You have to stand 
up and face it.” 

‘And the abuse? “I know I get 
a lot of grief but I've always 
tried to look at that as a bade- 
handed compliment - they 
wouldn't single me out if 1 was 
a bad player - that's what you 
have to say [to yourself] . There 
are times when the game's 
stopped and you bear things 
and you just have to ignore it 


As a young player I wanted to 
play up to the crowd because 
you are all part of the same ex- 
perience but sometimes it is so 
offensive it is not worth recog- 
nising they are there. They 8° 
on about kicking racism out of 
the game but when you hear 
some of the things said in 
front of children you t h ink , 
’what hope is there?’ 

“But I don't think it shapes 
the way I play. I've always 
been like that It is a constant 
battle HI have throughout my 
career in keeping the balance 
between being cool, calm and 
collected but also competi- 
tive.” 

He then provided an exam- 
ple of an early failure to find 
that balance. “My dad would 
tell you that when I was a kid 
in Jersey we would go to the 
beach in summer and there 
was a cafe shout half a mile 
from our spot We would go off 
and get an ice cream, my older 
sister, my dad and L and we 
used to run there. They were 
obviously quicker than me - 1 
was about three and my sister 
five - and if they got too far 
ahead I used to have a tantrum 
because I couldn’t physically 
keep up. 

“If you don't have that drive 
and ambition I don't think you 
can get to the top of this pro- 
fession. That’s what gets to me 
when people make flippant re- 
marks about footballers and 
money. They assume we are 
onfy in it for the money but 
proper players would play 
irrespective. It is a great 
advantage and we wouldn't 
turn it down hut you don't sit 
in the dressing-room thinking 
this match will earn me ‘X’ 
thousand pounds: you go out to 
win the game. 

“I earned virtually nothing 
for four to five years, I lived in 
digs, didn't have a car, I didn’t 
think anything of it. I'm grate- 
ful for not having had every- 
thing on a plate. Now I have 
reasonable values and hope- 
fully am socially aware and can 
integrate with people without 
feeling better than some or 
worse than others.” 

With respect to the rest of 
his profession, not many foot- 
ballers would describe them- 
selves as “socially aware" and 
Le Saux has always bad to live 
with the tag of being an “in- 
tellectual” among footballers. 
This led to his being largely 


ostracised in his first spell at 
Chelsea - though the example 
of Pat Nevin showed him he 
could be his own man - and 
coloured some relationships at 
Blackburn. 

He seems much more at 
home in the modern Chelsea's 
polyglot dressing-room and 
admits the camaraderie win be 
one thing be will miss when he 
gives up playing. 

That will not be for a few 
years yet and, though man- 
agement is unlikely, he is 


undecided whether to play on 
down the leagues, stay in foot- 
ball in another capacity, or go 
into the media. The latter 
would seem quite likely and he 
has done some journalistic 
work, including a ghosted col- 
umn for The Sun, which 
seemed an odd choice for a 
reader of liberal broadsheets. 

In response to my question 
why, he could have talked 
about wanting to reach the 
masses and later mentions 
the need to keep his name in 


currency - the deal was 
agreed during a long and ca- 
reer-threatening ankle injury 
- but the honesty he referred 
to earlier resurfaces as he 
admits, sheepishly: “Yes, Fm a 
hypocrite It was for the manege 
I felt I could justify it to an ex- 
tent but it was a tough decision. 
I hope Ihave values and I went 
home and thought, T don’t feel 
good about this.' I never felt I 
sold my soul, I got on well pro- 
fessionally with the guy who 
wrote it and I wasn’t scan- 


dalous and didn’t slaughter 
people, but I always felt a hit 
uncomfortable." 

Though a good talker; com- 
fortable with the self-analysis 
involved, Le Saux’s mind is 
now turning to this central 
London home where . his 
month-old baby, Georgina, 
waits with Mariana, his wife. 
Fatherhood is supposed to 
calm people down, which may 
come in bandy tomorrow. 

“We’ve been a little bit hicfcy 
against Coventry and Oxford,” 


noted Le Saux of Chelsea's last 
two games, ‘Tuityou have to 
take something from hand the 
fact we can have a poor game 
and still look reasonably tight 
is encouraging. We are more 
resilient this year and that is 
toedifference between us this 
year and in recent years ” 

A 21-match unbeaten Pre- 
miership run is testimony to 
that, as are the white vans 
parked up in hope and admi- 
ration on Sipson Lane. Will 
they still be there in May? 


Villa challenge ‘in good shape’ Babby should 

Kop the 


THERE HAVE been some very 
good weeks in John Gregory’s 
life as manager of Aston Villa, 
but the last has not been one of 
them. As Tommy Docherty 
once opined during a spell of 
turbulence; “If it wasn’t for the 
League table there would be no 
fun at all." 

To lose a striker was bad 
enough, but Stan Colfymore 
was not the only person at Vila 
Park feeling shocked and de- 
pressed. There was also the lit- 
tle matter of the 30,000 or so 
with home allegiance who 
watched the team being bun- 
dled out of the FA Cup by Sec- 
ond Division FUlhaxn. 

Perversely though, both 
events might prove to be bless- 
ings come May. The first refuge 
of a beaten Cup manager is the 
freedom to concentrate on the 
League and as VlHa are joint top 
of the Premiership that is no 
mere trifle. 

Collymore's stress, too, at 
least eases the selection co- 
nundrum of' trying to accom- 
modate him, Dion Dublin, Paul 
Merson and Julian Joachim 
into two forward places. As 
Chelsea’s Gianluca Viaffi has 
found out sinre bis dropped like 
flies, not having to make a de- 
cision about strikers makes 
life a lot easier. 

Villa need to make the most 
of the silver linings because a 
scan of their fixture list re- 
veals they are entering a cru- 
cial phase of the season. They 
have to put as much daylight as 
they ran between themselves 
and rivals still embroiled in 
Europe and domestic cup com- 
petitions because they have a 
tough finish to the season. 

Their last three away fix- 
tures are at Liverpool, Man- 
chester United and Arsenal 
They might win them all, but it 


BY GUY HODGSON 

would be more comforting for 
the club if they have such a 
points advantage that draws 
would do. Today Villa go to 
Newcastle, where three points 
would throw down a challenge 
to United, Arsenal and Chelsea, 
a trio who do not play until to- 
morrow. To do so, however; 
would be to buck a trend. 

“It has always been a difficult 
place for us to get points," Gre- 
gory said. “When we won at 
home in September it was the 
first time we'd beaten New- 
castle in a Premiership match, 
so that gives you an idea of the 
problems we've had. 

“But regardless of what has 
happened off the field this 


week, we’re in good shape. In 
the last six Premiership match- 
es we’ve won four drawn one 
and got somewhat cheated at 
Blackburn, where we had to 
play with 10 men. Thirteen 
points out of the last 18 is 
championship form and we just 
need to reproduce that for the 
last 16 matches." 

Against that Gregory ought 
to be aware that Villa have not 
won at St James's Park in any 
of the seven seasons they have 
won the championship. 

Wimbledon play in another 
London derby today, but before 
the rest of the nation yawns Tot- 
tenham are not the opponents 
at Selhurst Park. The fresh 
feces are West Ham, who are 
rapidly becoming nnfamiiiar to 


their fans given the way Harry 
Redknapp is altering his squad. 

Mixed messages have been 
emanating from Upton Park 
over whether Paolo Di Canio 
will start, but Marc -Vivien Fbd 
will be the delight of headline 
writers everywhere. Expect a 
series of friend and foe scream- 
ers from now on, particularly as 
Wimbledon include the former 
Hammer John Hartson. 

“John will be a handful," 
said Redknapp, who sold him 
for £7.5m two weeks ago, “but 
Fm sure he'll be the first to 
shake my hand at the finish.” If 
Hartson can remove them from 
Eyal Berfeovic’s neck, of course. 

Liverpool suffered more 
than they deserved when the 
Theatre of Dreams turned into 
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an FA Cup nightmar e last Sun- 
day, and their list of recupera- 
tive destinations would not 
have included Coventry. 

They have won only one 
Premiership match at High- 
field Road, although it would 
be a brave man to stake much 
on that because both teams 
are as predictable as the 
weather. 

At least Liverpool score 
goals, which is not something 
you can accuse Everton o£ OK, 
it is becoming a cliche to be- 
moan the lack of action at 
Goodison Park, butit comes to 
something when the home 
crowd moans when the fourth 

nffirial signals; a niimhw higwer 

than “one" for added time. 

At least today there is hope 
faeyc^improre on their home 
goals tally of three as visitors 
Nottingham Forest have 
shipped them at the rate of 
more than two a game on their 
travels. Then again Everton 
have gone 239 minutes without 
a Premiership goal and guess 
who are just below them on 
216? 

Southampton, walloped 7-1 
at Liverpool last time, will have 
more than one dub looking if 
they beat Ceeds at The Dell 
while Blackburn win be em- 
bellished by the debuts of Matt 
Jansen and Jason 
McAteer against Tottenham. 

Tomorrow Arsenal meet 
Chelsea in a high-pressure 
match that is not expected to 
improve either trf the ir poor dis- 
ciplinary records while Chari- 
ton, who ended an eight-match 
losing run. with a 2-2 draw 
against Newcastle, play host to 
Man chester United. 

United have lost their last two 
League visits to Chariton and 
their last win there was in 
August 1967. 



again 


I’LL TELL you what's bugging 
a lot of Liverpudlians about the 
defeat at Old Ttafford on Sun- 
day. Strange as it may seem, it’s 
got nothing to do with the sav- 
age twist of fate which robbed 
us of victory at the death. It’s 
not even that it was United who 
provkied it No, quite simply it’s 
toe fact that Phil Babb was sus- 
pended and missed the game. 
Fm not joking. What it meant 
was there was nobody upon 
whom they could heap all the 
blame. Normally they just rant 
and rave at poor old Babby for 
everything that goes wrong 
Surely, you’ve aD seen a copy of 
the script, by now. 

“What a sitter Fowler 
missed!" 

“Shah, but it wasn't his fault, 
was it? Didn’t you see the way 
Babb was stood on toe half-way 
tine as Robbie was about to 
shoot? Enough to put anybody 
offi” 

“Yeah, I noticed that too. 
Scratching his head wasn’t 
he?" 

“Yeah. The pillock. Cost us 
the game, that scratch." 

And that is usually that Rob- 
bie off the hook.. Scapegoat 
confirmed. Everyone appeased. 
Still spiritually wrecked, mind. 
But appeased, none the less. 

So, what about .Sunday, 
then? Who was to blame in toe 
absence of Babbj?? Who is des- 
tined to touch for the scap^oat 
role, this time? 

wen, if you ask me, I say no- 
body no one at alL Not Gerard 
for faffing to bringon McMana- 
man to help us procure vital 
possession. Not our apparent 
.death wish after half-time to give 
the ball away repeatedly to a red 
shirt Not even the referee ftr his 


encouragingly, are showing 
signs of agaiaL In the final 
analysis, that will to win meant 
United deserved their good 
fortune. 

Now it hurts me to write that 

‘SPntpruTo Tkrt vuvLa u 



football education. That, you 
see, is the way the Kop of years 
ago would have seen it To 
have given credit where it was 
due no matter how much it 



Alan Edge longs for the return of 
a sadly-missed An field tradition 

David Copperfield illusion of a 
foul by Redknapp which turned 
the whole game on its head Not 
even that piece of nonsense. 

. Tfiwi see; 1 believe it’s time for 
a radical departoe from all this, 
recrimination buriness. Let’s 
get back to toe good old bad old 
days, I say. Those times when 
a cram-packed Eop could take 
defeat with wit and humour 
We didn't need scapegoats 
back then. We took it all on the 
chin. Take Babby for a kick-off 
Years ago, the guy would have 
been transformed into a folk 
hero. Wfe’d have unfurled a 
banner which read: “Babby 
made, toe Swiss roll over laugh, 
fag, tripped over the Frogs’ 
tegs and now he's munching a 
Spanish Omelette". The same 
wito-tbe opposition. We’d have 
made sure that, where due, we 
would lavish them with praise 
and applause. Especially ifthey 
had deserved their victory over 
us. Like United did 
Because, let’s face it. they 
did No matter how valiantly 
Liverpool fought No matter 
that, for huge chunks of toe 
game, they were at least the 
equalsof United No matter that 
Jamie Carragher proved him- 
self to be as -good as any cen- 
tral defender fa the Premier- 
ship or that, with RigobertSong 
alongside him and playing a 
4-4-2 system with Macca roving 
famidfield, we could yet sneak 
that titl& The simple fact is, on 

saassssa tS 


passed into Anfield folklore. 
Chelsea in 1966, Fterencvaros in 

1968, Leeds in I960, Red Star fa 
up to Arsenal in 
1989. Boy were we all sick after 
tnose defeats. Massive stakes 
fishing defeats. It made no tfif- 

ferenro TVio ... . « . 


nse above the disappointment 
the If*? of * League title, 
Jj*? 1, ***** °PP°nents with 


yj, do you know 

Each time we did so, we 
ejjnched It was like ha 
f°°V ^y- A means -of i 
denmg yourselt Even tl 

you felt Cnrrm!ot«i». j- . 



— ” T. swu a summ 

ot pnde which seemed 

tainyou untfl the nextt 

Kttle no 
iraefeelai 

fr aL a 


ismaxmg me feel a 
TOy right now about Si 

t l . Just *ish t 
toough, it could hav 


m 




n 




i u 



i 














































Weekend guide to the Premiership 



MATCH OF THE WEEKEND (TOMORROW, ^rPM, SKY) 


Arsenal v Chelsea 


Last season: 2-0 



GIanluca VIALLTS Blues are unde- 
fea Led In the Premiership since the 
opening day of the season, and will be 
eager to prove their 5-0 thumping of Arsine 
Wenger's team in the Worthington Cup in 
November was not a case of the Gunners 
keeping their powder dry. 

Past form, however, would point to High- 
bury’s French connection having the edge 
over their neighbours. Chelsea haw rally won 
once in their last 16 visits to Highbury, by a 
solitary goal in March 1990. 

One thing that can always be guaranteed 
when these two fierce rivals - who won all 
three domestic trophies between them last 
season - go head-to-head is plenty of fire- 
works. In recent seasons, Franck Leboeuf 


By Paul Stevenson 


and Lee Dixon have both seen red, and ref- 
eree Graham Poll will do well to prevent 
things spilling over tomorrow. 

Key to their side's chances will be Em- 
manuel Petit deft) and compatriot Marcel De- 
sailly tright). World Cup winners both, their 
performances will go some way to deciding 
this game, and perhaps the championship it- 
seiC Petit, fresh from another flashpoint at Mo- 
lineitx last weekend, which further enhanced 
his reputation as unquestionably talented but 
flawed temperamentally, has yet to see the 
FA rule on his latest misdemeanour However 
it's almost certain this game wiD be one of his 
last before yet another ban. 


Desaifly the powerhouse at the heart of 
his side’s cause, has been a revelation since 
his summer move from Milan. Even he. 
though, is a victim of Stamford Bridge’s ro- 
tation system, a concept he is familiar with 
from his days at the San Sire. The Accra-born 
player has already hinted he will leave for 
pastures new if his side cany off their first 
title since 1955, the only time in their 94-year 
history the championship has resided in the 
trophy cabinet at SW6. 

Although Chelsea are still in Europe and 
cm the road to Wembley in the FA Cup de- 
spite the fright of their lives against Oxford, 
do not be fooled. This is the biggest game 
of their season, and it means as much to Vial- 
li to wrest the Premiership from Wenger's 


grasp as it does to the studious Frenchman 
to retain the crown. Wenger will have David 
Seaman available after recovery from injury, 
and aside from Patrick Vieira (suspended) 
has a near fully fit squad from which to se- 
lect his side tomorrow. 

With so much at stake, and the Gunners 
mean-spirited defence not easy to breach, the 
game might not be a classic. For the red-and- 
white clad bastions of north London, though, 
and the resurgent massed ranks of blue who 
will arrive at fee famous old marble halls, the 
significance of its outcome cannot be under- 
estimated. 

SQUADS; co De announced. 

S aipwl o o: Arsenal: Viera. 

GPOiL 





Blackburn v 
Tottenham 

Last season: 0-3 
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BRIAN KIDD will be without captain Tim Sherwood, who is sus- 
pended. Although the player trained yesterday, his future at 
Ewood Park is uncertain, not least because he has -tad trans- 
fer talks with today’s opponents. Kidd could give debuts to strik- 
er Matt Jansen and midfielder Jason McAteerand must also 
decide who plays in goaL John Filan, who injured his neck in 
the FA Cup tie with Sunderland last week, is fit, as is Tim Flow- 
ers, who has not started a game for three months but took over 
from Filan at half-time last Saturday. Rovers are s till without 
long-term absentees Chris Sutton. Kevin Davies. Kevin Gal- 
lachec Damien Johnson, Christian Dailly and Garry FHtcrofL 
Spurs' Andy Sinton is the most likely replacementfor suspended 
David Ginola, who is injured anyway and is dnni>tfiii for Tues- 
day's FA Cup replay against Wimbledon. Centre-back IjiIq* Vbung 
is back in the squad after illness but Ramon Vega is expected to 
keep his place. George Graham has to decide whether to start 
up front with Les Fterdinand -a substitute in the last two match- 
es -in place of either Steffen Iversen or Chris Armstrong. 

BLACKBURN ROVERS (from): Rian. Kenna. Davidson. Peacock. Henchoz. 
Broomes. Gillespie. Wilcox. Dunn. Duff. Ward. Flowers. Blake. Croft. Taylor. Thomas. 
Mc Aieer. Jansen. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (from): Walker. Carr. Vega. Voung. Campbell. Edinburgh, 
CakJerwood. Fort Tartan. Freund. Andenon. Nseteen. Oemence. Staton. OamWtguez. 
Armstrong. Ferdinand, fversen. Boardsen. 

Suspensions: Rovers: Sherwood. McKinley Spurs: Ginota 
Referee : N Barry. 


Coventry v 
Liverpool 

Last season: 1-1 


ROLAND NILSSON is likefy to be restored to Coventry’s defence 
against in-form Liverpool at Highfleld Road after missing last 
weekend’s 3-0 FA Cup win at Leicester with flu. The Swedish 
international should replace Marc Edworthy - his deputy at 
Filbert Street Scottish midfielder Paul Telfer is suspended for 
reaching five yellow cards. Coventry have only lost once at home 
to Liverpool since the inaugural season of the Premiership. 

Liverpool expect to have Steve Staunton and Phil Babb back 
today. Staunton has been suffering from a groin injury, while 
Irish team-mate Babb has completed a suspension. Karlheinz 
Rietfle also returns to the squad after suspension but Steve 
McManaman will have to wait a little longer for his comeback 
after having a reaction to his ankle injury after playing for the 
reserves on Wednesday. Liverpool are still hoping for inter- 
national clearance to arrive from the Italian FA to allow them 
to include Rigobert Song in their squad. Gterard Houllieris un- 
able to call upon the services of defender Jamie Carragher, 
who serves a one-match ban. 

COVENTRY CITY (from): Hedman. Nilsson. Shaw. Williams, Burrows. Boateng. 
McAllister- Soltvedt. Froggatt. Huckefby. Whelan. Breen. Ogrfeovfc, dement. Afoisl. 
Shilton. Boland. 

LIVERPOOL (from): James. Heggero. Babb. Staunton. Harkness. Matceo. Byacnebye, 
Berger. Inee. Redhnapp. OwenTFowter. Riedle. Thompson. Kvarme, Frledel. Leon- 
hardsen. . _ 

Suspensions: Owen tr y Ifclfer. B Ferguson. Liverpool: Carragher. 

Referee: M Riley 





Everton v 
Nottingham Forest 

Last season: No fixture 

EVERTON HAVE four first-team regulars back in contention 
for the home game with struggling Nottingham Forest Wal- 
ter Smith's side are looking to improve on their horrendous 
record of scoring just three goals at home in the League all 
season. Ibrahima Bakayoko, Olivier Dacourt, Richard Dunne 
and Dave Watson all missed last Saturday's 1-0 FA Cup win 
over Ipswich but are available for today’s match with Ron iUltin- 
son’s new-look side. However; the Merseysiders will still be 
without John Collins. Alex Cleland, Craig Shot and Slaven Bilic. 

Big 'lied Adair’ Atkinson is ready to give debuts to three 
recent recruits to his all-but-sunken ship. Carlton Palmec a 
ELLm bqy from Southampton, and loan signings Hugo Rarfirio 
and John Harkes may all play. Bottom- of- the- table Rarest, who 
t e . are looking for their first League win in 20 matches (and only 
- r* their third win of the season), wiD be without captain Steve 
Chettie, who is serving a one match ban. England international 
Steve Stone is available again after serving a similar suspension 
but a calf ipjury puts his place in doubt 

EVBTFON (from): Mytir*. Ward. Dunne. Unsworth. Watson. Materazzl. Ball. Grant, 
HuKfibon, Bamiby Dacourt, Bakayoto. Cadama fieri. Ones Branch, Stmoraen. Jettons. 
Milligan. 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST (from): Beasanc Haries. H^ Amwong. Rp g gre. S tone. 
Palmer. GemmiR, Pprflrio. Wi Hoofldonk. Dorchewllle. Shlpperfey Wow. FTOedman. 
QuasWe. Gray: Lyttle. Dolg. Bart-Wyilams, Johnson. Louis-Jean. Cross ley. 
Suspension: Euorcon: Geland. 
e: G Barber. 
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Middlesbrough v 
Leicester 

Last season: No fixture 
MIDDLESBROUGH’S HAMILTON RICARD is being given time 

to prove he has recovered from his trip to Colombia before being 

picked today. The 25-year-old was on international duty in Bo- 
gota for his country’s 1-1 draw with Denmark last week when 
the earthq uake struck, and although he returned sa fe and weft 
manager Bryan Robson is taking no chances. “Hamilton was 
out of the way of where the earthquake was and it doesn’t seem 
to have affected him," said Robson, who has a more or less foil 
squad to choose from, although goalkeeper Mark Schwarzer 
has a flu bug which has prevented him training all week. 

Leicester will arrive at the Riverside Stadium on the back 
of two tough games, losing 3-0 to Coventry in the FA Cup on 
Saturday and then taking a 2-1 first leg lead in their TOxthington 
n - p • c._jnrfan>i mi f>ioalsvnii3ht ManasffMar- 


tin O’Neill will be wimoutnisinnueaq H i mnmw uiwu^v»i»^ 
Trrpt and Neil Lennon. Northern Ireland international Lennon 
fosor vpig a one-match suspension while faet has failed to shake 
off a groin strain. Vfeteran midfielder Garry Parker is expect 
ed to replace Lennon in midfield, while Theo Zagorakis and 
ibell are vying to take over from Izzet 

— - squad to be anneimcwf. 

t. Walsh. tavtor, Heskey. ftrt«Gup- 
Wllson. Couee. Caiipbrt. Oakes. 


MD 

KSSaBST* 


Fenton. 

Bmw Summefbefl. Lcfcmttr: Ufin*. 

Referee: □ GaBagber 


And statistics 

Who succeeds on Che manager-go-round? 

OF THE 10 Premiership managers who have moved ro their current 
clubs in the past 12 months, five have performed significantly better 
than the average manager might be expected to. Taking into account 
every League game since the inception of the Premiership in 1992, the 
average manager has netted 1 .36 points per game. Of the past year's 
management newcomers. John Gregory (2. 1 2 points per game, Villa 
second in the table) and GIanluca Vialli (1.74 points per game. Chelsea 
top of the table) have done extremely well. Gregory's record is all the 
more remarkable because his - albeit short- rerm - success even puts 
Alex Ferguson’s 2.06 points per game in the shade. Ferguson, of 
course, has been in charge at Manchester United for more than 1 2 
years. Of the other ’new boys'. Gerard Houllier at Liverpool (1.9 points 
per game). David O' Leary at Leeds (1 .79 pis) and Brian Kidd at 
Blackburn (1.71 pts) have also done well. George Graham (1.29). 

Danny Wilson (1.18). Ruud Gullit (1.15). Walter Smith (1.14) and Ron 
Atkinson (0) have fared less well. 

Of the established managers (one year or more in the job - such Is 
the nature of being 'established* these days). Alex Ferguson reigns 
supreme, managing his 2.06 points per game for a span of 262 
matches. Only Arsene Wenger of the other ’long termers’ - having 
notched up 1 .87 points on average from his 90 League games in the 
past two and a quarter years - has managed to sustain an above- 
average performance, although Joe Kinnear. Jim Smith and Harry 
Redknapp have arguably done better on scant resources chan their 
points returns might suggest. 

Although the Premiership is only In its seventh season. Ron 
Atkinson has just been hired by Nottingham Forest to chalk up his 
fourth club. He has yet to reach the 1.44 points per game peak he hit 
at Villa at any of his subsequent clubs, so perhaps there Is a case For 
saying managers might face diminishing returns the more dubs they 
manage. Ruud Gullit's and George Graham's (albeit short) tenures at 
their second and third Premiership dubs respectively suggest this 
might be so. although Danny Wilson is bucking the trend by doing 
better so far at his second attempt in charge in the top flight. 


Hoot long in the hot seat? 


Manager 

Club 

Reign 

Current Prem 
placing 

A Ferguson 

Man Utd 

12 yrs 2 months 

3rd 

■ A Curblshkry : 

Charlton 

7 yrs 6 months 

18th 

'~jKfrinear ’ 

WlmbleBon ' 

Tims 

7 th 

B Robson 

Mlddlesbro* 

4 yrs 8 months 

9th 

H Redknapp 

West Ham 

4 yrs 3 months 

8th 

J Smith 

Derby 

3 yrs 7 months 

10th 

M CFNeiJI 

Leicester 

3 yrs 1 month 

12th' 

A Wenger 

Arsenal 

2 yrs 3 months 

4th 

G Strachan 

Coventry 

2 yrs 2 months 

17th 

D Jones 

Southampton 

1 year 6 months 

19th 

GVIalll 

Chelsea 

11 months 

1 st 

J Gregory 

Aston Villa 

11 months 

2nd 

W Smith 

Everton 

6 months 

15th 

D Wilson 

Sheff Wed 

6 months 

13th 

RGulflt 

Newcastle 

5 months 

14th 

G Graham 

Tottenham 

3 months 

nth 

DOleary 

Leeds 

3 months 

5th 

G Houllier 

Liverpool 

2 months 

6th 

B Kidd 

Blackburn 

2 months 

16th 

R Atkinson 

Nottm Forest 

2 weeks 

20th 



John Gregory, 
whose 2.12 points 
per game In charge 
of Aston Villa 
surpasses even Alex 
Ferguson's 2.06 at 
Manchester United 


Under new management - at the helm for under a year 


Could Spurs be third time lucky for George Graham? 


Club 

Manager 

Games 

Points 

Points 

dob 

Period 

Games 

Points 

Pts per 



played 

gained 

per game 


managed 

played 

gained 

game 

Aston VUta 

J Gregory 

33 

70 

2.12 

Arsenal 

Aug 92-Feb 95 

172. 

161 

1.44 

Liverpool 

G Houllier 

10 

19 

150 

Leeds 

Sep 9&Oct 98 

71 

98 

1.38 

Leeds 

D O'Leary 

' 14 

25 

1.79 

Tottenham 

Oct 98- 

14 ' 

18 

1-29 

Chelsea 

GVIalll 

35 

61 

1.74 






Blackburn 

' 8 Kidd 

7 

12 

1.71 

Danny Wlbon is with his second Premiership 

dob... 

Tottenham 

G Graham 

14 

18 

1.29 

Club 

Period 

Games 

Points 

Pts per 

Sheff Wed ' 

D Wilson 

22 

" 26 

1.18 


managed 

played 

gained 

game 

Newcastle 

R Gullit 

20 

23 

1.15 

Barnsley 

Aug 97-Jlrt 98 

38 

35 

0.92 

Everton 

W Smith ” 

21 

24 

' '1.14 ' 

Sheff Wed 

Jut 98- 

22 

26 

1.12 

Nottm Forest 

R Atkinson 

1 

0 

0 







The established managers' success rate in the Premiership 


Club 

Manager Games 

Points 

Points 


played 

gained 

per game 

Man Utd 

A Ferguson 

262 . 

539 

2.06 

Arsenal 

A Wenger 

90 

168 

1.87 

Derby 

J Smith 

..'98 

132 

7.35 

Wimtfdon 

J Kin near 

262 

350 

1.34 

Leicester 

• M O'Nelli • 

98" 

129 

1.32 

West Ham 

H Redknapp 

178 

231 

1.30 

Coventry 

G Strachan 

88 ' 

107 

1.22 

Mldd'sbro 

B Robson 

98 

' 116 

1.18 

Sbton 

D Jones 

60 

'65 

1.08 

Chariton 

A Curbishley 

22 

17 

0.77 

Jig Ron In the Premiership - 

Atkinson’s record 


Club 

Period as 

Games 

Points 

Points 


managed 

played 

gained 

per game 

Aston Mila 

Aug92-Nov94 

98 

141 

1.44 

Coventry 

Feb 95-Oct 96 

62 

68 

1.10 

Sheff Wed 

Nov 97-Jun 98 

"24 

32 

1.33 


... as Is Ruud Gullit 

Cktto Period Games 

managed played 

Chelsea Jun 96-Feb 98 64 

Newcastle Aug 98- 20 


Points 

gained 

104 

23 


Pts per 
game 
1.63 
1.15 


Above average managers 

The men who Ye secured more than 1.36 points per game 


Nottm Forest 


Jan 99 - ? too early to collate statistics 


Statistics: Brian SeaiVNick Harris 


Manager 

Club 

Games 

Points 

Pts per 


played 

gained 

game 

K Keegan 

Newcastle 

143 

264 

1.85 

K Dalglish 

Bt>um/Newc 

180 

318 

1.77 

R Evans 

. Liverpool 

172 

295 

1.72 

B Rtach 

Arsenal 

38 

63 

1.66 

F Clark 

Nottm Fonst 

97' 

145 

t:49 

H Wilkinson 

Leeds 

174 

250 

1.44 

G Frauds 

. QPR/Spurs 

175 

251 

1.43 

R Hodgson 

Blackburn 

46 

66 

1.43 

M Walker 

Norwich/ Evert - r« 

96 

136 . 

1.42 

D Livermore/ 
R Clemence 

Spurs 

42 

59 

1.40 

T Francis 

Sheff Wed 

126 

174 

1.38. 

B Little' 

Leicester /Villa 

144 

198 

1.38 



TOMORROW’S OTHER MATCH (4pm) 


Charlton v Manchester United 


CHARLTON WILL be without England U- 
21 defender Danny Mills for tomorrow's 
match with Manchester United. Mills is 
suspended for the game at The %lley after 
accumulating five booking this season but 
midfielder Neil Redfeam is available again 
after serving a one-match ban. Defender 
Richard Rufus is available for selection 
after recovering from a calf strain, bid mid- 
fielder Paul Mortimer is ruled out with an 
ankle injury. Curbishley is likely to choose 
goalkeeper Simon Royce tomorrow; the 
former Southend player having replaced 
Sasa Hie against Newcastle. The Yu- 
goslav was blamed for one of the goals in 


Last season: No fixture 


the recast draw with Newcastle, where the 
kind of fighting spirit the Addicks^ will need 
to survive was on display 
Alex Ferguson has 24 hours to decide 
whether he wifi change a winning line up 
for the trip to The Valley Striker Ole Gun- 
nar Solslqaer is posinga selection problem 
after again scoring a critical goal when com- 
ing an as ala te substitute last Sunday. Fer- 
guson may opt to field three strikers, 
adding Solslgaer to his Dwight Yorke- 
Andy Cole partnership. He said: “Ybu 
could do that if you wanted to but we have 
a system of play here that we don’t want 
to tinker with. After scoring the winning goal 




Newcastle v 
Aston Villa 

Last season: 1 -0 




NEWCASTLE defenders Laurent Charvet and Andy Griffin will 
take late fitness tests ahead of this afternoon’s game. Both were 
injured during the 3-0 FA Cup win over Bradford City at St 
James's Park last Saturday. Steve Howey is rated doubtful be- 
cause of the flu virus which kept him out last weekend, and 
captain Robert Lee is almost certainly out with a troublesome 
Achilles injury. 

Aston Villa will be without their nine-goal striker Dion Dublin 
for the second consecutive Saturday The England international 
is still troubled by the groin strain which forced him to miss 
the 2-0 FA Cup defeat at home to Flilham. With Stan Collymore 
undergoing stress counselling. Villa manag er John Gregory 
wiD again ask Paul Merson and J ulian Joachim to lead the at- 
tack. Whilst the club's attempts to sign Juninho have taken up 
most column indies this week, Gregory is not allowing this to 
detract from the importance of maintaining a championship 
challenge. “We shall regroup, get everything in perspective and 
focus on getting something at Newcastle.'’ he said 

NEWCASTLE IMiTtu (fromj.-Giwen. Harper. Griffin. Barron. Domi. Charvet. Howey. 
Dabtras. Hughes. Speed. Glass. Solano. Hamartn. Georgians. Brady. Ketsbaia. Shear- 
er. Andersson. Dalglish. Pearce. 

ASTON VILLA(from): Oakes. Watson. Ehiogu. South 
drte. Taylor, Sdmeca. Merson. Joachim. Grayson, vassell. i 
Suspensions: None. 

He fe rau R Hams. 


ate. Barry: Wright. Hen- 
ErrartKi. Hughes. Rachel. 



Sheff Wed v 
Derby County 

Last season: 2-5 




THE SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY midfielder Danny Sonner is 
manager Danny Wilson's only absentee. Sonner is suspend- 
ed for one match after collecting five bookings, which means 
Dejan Stefanovic is likefy to be recalled. 

Derby’s IgorStimac (ankle) could make his comeback after 
three months out The Croatian has not played for the first team 
since 31 October but may replace SteGan Schnoor at the heart 
of the Rams defence. Russell Hoult is also back and due to make 
his first start since mid-November after Mart Poom cracked 
a bone in his finger at Swansea last Saturday. Paulo Wanchope 
serves the last game of a three-match suspension but his re- 
placement Deon Burton is rated only 5<K50 to play after receiving 
a kick on the ankle at the Vetch Field If Burton misses out, 
then Kevin Harper - who scored the winner after coming on 
for Burton at Swansea - will partner Dean Sturridge up front 
Stefano Eranio (hamstring) and Darryl Powell (knee), who both 
missed the FA Cup trip to South Wales, are also available. 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (from): Smkek. Atherton, Jonks. Newsome. Walter. 
Carbone. Booth. Hyde. Sanecti. Humphreys. Briscoe. Stefanovic. Hlnchcliffe. Em- 
mersoo. Rudl. Alenandersson. Morrison. Pressman. 

DERBY COUNTY (From): Hoult. Laursen. Dongo. Carbonari. Somac. Prior. Cars- 
ley. Bohlnen. Baiano, Scumdge. Burton. Harper. Schnoor. Powell. Eranio. Elliott. 
Koriuk. Hum. KraghL 

Sets pensions: Wed ne sd a y: Sonner. Derby: Wtmchope. 
iDBIerajt 



Southampton v 
Leeds United 



Last season: 0-2 


MATT LE TISSIER is poised to return to Southampton's starting 
line-up. The Gueraseyman has not started any of the last five 
matches after limping off against Premiership leaders Chelsea 
with a calf strain last month but he has now fUDy recovered. Club 
captain Jason Dodd (ankle) is in line for a recall to strengthen 
the defence that was torn apart in his absence in the 7-1 maul- 
ing at Liverpool two^ weeks ago. Gaiy Monk continues at the cen- 
tre of defence alongside Claus Lundekvam. Ken Monkou serves 
the second game of a three-match ban. Francis Benali is out for 
a further three weeks with a broken arm. David Hirst and John 
Beresford are still out with long-term knee problems. 

Leeds manager David OLeaiy will have four key players back 
this afternoon. Lucas Radebe returns as captain following in- 
ternational duly with South Africa last week, while Alan Smith, 
Lee Bowyer and Alfie Haaland are all free from suspension. 
Left-back Danny Granville, who came off at half-time of last 
week’s 5-1 FA Cup win at Portsmouth, is out with a hamstring 
strain, while Stephen McPhafl is also out, with a knee injury. 

SOUIHAMPTON (from): Jones. Dodd, Lundekvam. Monk. CflUeret Le TisSer. M. Hugh- 
es. Howells. Oakley. Osrenstad. Beattie. Hrtey. Marshall. Ripley. Bridge. Siensgaard. 
LEEDS UNITED (from): Marryn. Haaland. Radebe. Weitwrall. Korsren. Wllnhard. 
H as se fo aink. Rtoeiro. Bowyec Heptua Haile. KcwcB- Haite. Vitoodgate. Jackson. Smith. 
Jones. Robinson. 

Siispemifona: Southampton: Monkou. 

Referee: S Dunn. 




last Sunday [Solshjaerl certainty merits con- 
sideration and that is something I will have 
to think about” United have no injury wor- 
ries ahead of Sunday’s game at the %lley. 
JesperBlomqvist is backinthe squad after 
being ruled out last weekend when he 
picked up an iqjury in training, but Teddy 
Sheringham is still out of contention. 

CHAIOXON JWHUenc (from): Royce. Powell. Jfiex. Ru- 
fus. VDuds. KinseKa. Redfeam. K Jones. Robinson. New- 
ton. Hunt. Pringle. Bright. KonehesW. Fbricer, Brown, (Sc. 
Lisble. Holmes. 

MANOIE5TER UNITED (from): Sclunekhef. G Nevtile, 
Berg. Scam. Irwin. Beckham. Keane. Giggs, Cole. Ybrke. 
Butt, Scholes. P Neville. Sofekjaer. Job risen. Btomqvtst. 
vanderGouw. 

SaspeastoBK None. 

: G. Willard. 


West Ham v 
Wimbledon 

Last season: 3-1 


WIMBLEDON’S MICHAEL Hughes thinks John Hartson wiD rel- 
ish the chance to take on his former team-mates today Hughes, 
who joined the Dons from Wfest Ham for £800,000 in S^rtember 
1997, saidyesterday that Joe Kinnear’s latest recruit from across 
the capital will relish the chance to take on his old tramy ^John’s 
looking forward to it He’s settled in nicely here. It’s easy to set- 
tle in here once you’ve gat the first few days over with. The big 
man is brilliant He has worked hard. Tdfike nothing better than 
to see him get off the mark tomorrow and score a goal, or even 
a hat-trick. It would be good for him and good for us.” 


west man s awry rveosnapp nas injury umess ana suspaisicxi 
problems today. Ian Pearce and Ifrevor Sin clair are suspended. 
Ian Wright (knee) and Marc Keller (hamstrin g) are injured, and 
Sara s s i Abou, Eyal Berkovic and Richard HaH are HI Marc 

VtviprvFht 4 chrmlri m draidtit infn (Via bM» _ 1 , . 


hi me wuire m nuuneiu wnue raoio ui uaruo has been named 

in the squad, despite Redknapp saymg his Italian striker is prob- 
ably not ready to play yet It would be wise not to bet against Di 
Canio being thrown on as a wild card at some stage. 

WIMBLEDON: squad to be announced. 

WEST HAM (from): Hislop. Forrest. Potts. Muico. Breaeker. i-varYTh 
Ump**, Foe. Lomas. Cote. Ktaw,, a Canto. Ntoocur! 

Suspcwfcns: IMmbledoa: Roberts. Wen Hanu Pea roe. Sinclair. 

Raltrew P Durkin. 
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Cricket: All-rounder destroys cream of Sri Lanka batting as England close to within one success of final I Korda 


Ealham turns executioner nT 


by Stephen Brenkley 


Fln glan d 227-7 
Sri Lanka 99 

England win by 128 runs 


SHREWD OBSERVERS of the 
game recognised precisely 
what was about to happen 
when Sanath Jayasuriya lined 
up the gentle seam of Mark 
E alham at Perth last night and 
flat-batted a straight six. The 
ball flew past the bowler, bare- 
ly rose in height and dipped 
only as it went into the seats. 
Carnage, obviously, was about 
to ensue. 

So it did. Nine overs later 
Ealham had taken 5 for 32, 
knocked over the cream of the 
Sri Lankan batting and all but 
ensured their elimination from 
the Carlton & United series. For 
England it completed an ex- 
traordinary recovery: they lost 
their first four wickets after 
being put in but a calm, unfussy 
inning s of 81 from Neil Eair- 
brother took them to a land of 
undreamt of riches. 

Not that 227 seemed quite so 
daunting when Sri Ijnka were 



REMAINING FIXTURES 


to m orrow. Australia v Sn Lanhj (Fterrtrj; 
3 Feb: England v Sri Lanka (Sydney). 5 
IVb: Australia v England [Sydney); 7 Feb: 
Ajirraua a Sn tanl-a (Meiboumci; 10 
Feb: Firs: final (Sydney). 12 Feb: 
S'.-c^nd fmai (Melbourne); 14 Feb: Third 
(;( needed I (Melbourne]. 


65 for l in reply and opening the 
throttle. Sri Lanka must now 
beat Australia tomorrow to stay 
in with any chance of reaching 
the final of the triangular tour- 
nament At the WACA, with 
the ball bouncing into their 
chests from a length, that is a 
prospect as unlikely as a coun- 
try's captain escaping with a 
suspended sentence for up- 
braiding an umpire. 

Mind you, Ealham and the 
WACA could hardly be said to 
be a natural pairing. This is an 
ice rink of a pitch designed for 
tall, fast men who send the ball 
down rapidly from enormous 
height and reach the batsman 
within two strides of their fol- 
low through. Ealham is far 
from that Perhaps he is not as 
small as his sturdy build makes 
him appear but he has a 
bustling, shuffling run-up which 
might have been copied from 
Harold (Steptoe, not Larwood) 
and the distance to the other 
end represents a country walk. 
Bounce and swift late swing 
are not his natural companions. 

But Ealham is a bowler who 
observes the proprieties. He 
might just be short of the nec- 
essary stuff to be a constant 
success as an international 
all-rounder but it is a near 



ITU can 
appeal 


tennis 


by tony Smith 


PETR KORDA yesterday m 
his appeal to Mock the totema- 

tkmal Items Fbdera&xifromafc. 


Charles Flint a lawyer .for 
the Czech player; had argued 
that the ITF did hot bave the 
right to diallengea detisiotifty 
its own appeals board and ftp. 
decision by the board was ?£&$§' 
and binding." A \ 

Flint said the TIT'S- ism 
anti-doping program 
signed to provide for speedy 
and final deternmiation of dis- 
putes as to allegations ofdop~ 
ing before an. ^dependent 
expert committee." -' ' V- * . 

In Korda’s case>lMS saktibe 
code worked exaefly as It was 
supposed to do. : . 

The appeals board took a ter 
nient line after Korda said. bie. 
had not been aware he, had. 
taken the drug. But the deration 
angered fellow players and 
many of them gave him the coki 
shoulder as he sought to desfeam 
his title at the Ausira&aAOpefi 
last week. ‘ \r'; 

There have been veiydfow 




- v ^v. . 


Mark Ealham celebrates the wicket of Sri Lanka's Aravfnda De Silva, the England all-rounder’s third victim in figures of 5 for 32 at the WACA yesterday 


thing. There was some gentle 
speculation that although he 
had done nothing wrong in this 
tournament he might be omit- 
ted in Perth: the WACA and all 
that When Jayasuriya, who 
was beginning to flex his fore- 
arms, unleashed that stroke in 
Ealham's second over, the 
bowler raised an eyebrow only 
because the ball went so close 
by. Otherwise, he went back to 
his mark and concentrated on 
bowling straight 

Jayasuriya had already es- 
caped twice when on ll. Affick 
off his gloves was givaa as a wide, 
then Nasser Hussain put him 
down at point Surely he would 
be more careful? But the open- 
er could not resist a slightly 
shorter ball from Ealham which 
he pulled to Adam Hollioake at 
deep midwicket. Marvan Alap- 
attu fetched the next delivery to 
short midwicket where Nick 
Knight waited. Sixty-five for 3 
was slightly unsettling but not a 
matter for panic. 


Ealham missed his hat-trick 
with the last ball of the over but 
with the first one of the next he 
persuaded Aravinda de Silva to 
drive recklessly at one which 
went away. It was De Silva’s 
first match of the tournament, 
he was rusty but, as Ealham ob- 
served latex; he is also one of the 
world's best players. 

There was no way back for Sri 
T-ankfl unless their captain, Ar- 
juna Ranatunga, could see it 
through. But having performed 
one miracle in persuading an In- 
ternational Cricket Council tri- 
bunal of his apparent innocence, 
another was beyond him. He 
was booed on to the pitch 
though the England captain, 
Alec Stewart, removed potential 
fractiousness from the occa- 
sion by shaking his hand at the 
crease. “I did it as a gesture," 
said Stewart later, “It was my 
way of saying that cricket is the 
reason we’re here ” 

Ranatunga, Ealham's last 
victim, caught at short third 


man, was also booed off the 
pitch. Sri Lanka capitulated to 
99 all out the sixth time they 
have been dismissed in a one- 
day international for under 100 
but the first since 1993. They 
have had their day in court this 
week but they will need more 
than a good lawyer if they are 
to defend the World Cup suc- 
cessfully in England in three 
months’ time. 

Ealham became only the 
fifth England bowler to take five 
wickets in a one-dayec The 
others are Vic Marks and Dar- 
ren Gough (twice each;, Mike 
Hendrick and Paul Jarvis, 
which is a rare assembly and 
not the first quintet that would 
spring to mind. Ealham could 
not get dose to Marks's all-time 
best England figures of 5 for 20. 

England had an appalling 
start against some vicious 
swing from Ruchira Ferera. 
Stewart, who now has 124 runs 
in eight inning s in the series, 
was yorfcecl Knight played with 


an open face. Hussain drove in 
cavalier fashion to be caught be- 
hind. When Graeme Hick, scor- 
er of three centuries in nine 
days, padded up and was Ibw to 
Chaminda Vaas for a measly 10. 
England had work to do. 

Sri Lanka’s support bowling 
was inexact Fhirfarother and 
Hoffioake picked the gaps on the 
large field, ran the singles hard 
and made them into twos. It was 
in trying to do the latter once too 
often that Hollioake was run out 
And it was in succeeding in 
doing so, at a stretch, late in his 
splendidly judged unbeaten in- 
nings of 81 (from 119 balls with 
just three fours; that Fair- 
brother twanged his left ham- 
string. It may or may not keep 
him out of Wednedsay’s match 
in Sydney but it is becoming a 
worry. In the packed schedule 
of the World Cup such a tweak 
cannot be afforded but Fair- 
brother has become an integral 
member of this side again. So, 
justifiably, has E alham. 


WACA SCOREBOARD 


Sri ionfai mxi ross 

ENGLAND 

N V KnigM: : De Silva & Perera 13 

(29 mins. 21 bells. < tour) 

■+A 1 Steivarr t? Re-era 0 

(8 mim. 2 balls) 

G A HIcJi Ibw b teas 10 

(38 mins. 19 bolts. 2 tours) 

N Hussain c Kaluwtharana b Pereea .0 
f 70 mins. 9 Mis) 

N H Fairtiortier not owe -SI 

1 70-i mins. 119 boll S. 3 fours) 
AjHdtaahenmou: [Perwa TV replay) M 
(94 mins. 74 bolts. 2 fours) 

M A Ealham e Mahanama bMirfUftaran-ie 
{34 mins. 32 balls) 

R D B Croft c Chandana b teas 32 

(hh mins. 3B balls. 2 fours ) 

D Gough not out -0 

(2 mins. 0 do/ls; 

Extras (Ib6 w8 nb15) 29 

Tbtal (for 7, Z25 rates, 50 o*«rs)_227 
Fall: 1-6 (Stewart) 2-30 (Knight) 3-37 
(Hussain) ft-38 (Hick) 5-127 IHollloaWe) 
6-166 (Ealham) 7-221 (Croft). 

DM do* Dae D W Headley. A D Mullally. 
Bowling: Visas 10-2-38-2 (nb3.w1) 
(7-2-20-1. 2-0- 1 0-0. 1-0-8- 1); Ferera 10- 
O-SS-3 (nb9.w3) (5-0-22-3. 2-0-16-0. 2- 
0-8-0. 1 -0-9-0): BluraDeiiaran 10-1-26-1 
(6- 1 - 1 3-0 . 4-0- 1 3- 1 ) ; Cbawtana 8-0-39-0 
(nb2.wl) (3-0-15-0. 5-0-24-0): Ja*»- 
surtipi 9-0-47-0 (wl) (4-0-14-0.2-0-1 1-0. 
2-0-14-0. 1 -0-8-0): De Silva 3-0-16-0 
(wl ) (one spell) Progress: 50: 78 irons. 
92 balls. 10O: 123 mins. 164 balls. 150: 
166 mins. 230 balls. 200: 202 mins. 293 
balls. 15 overs score 59-4. Mribroeb- 
er’s 50: 128 mins. 88 balls. 3 lours. 


SRI LANKA 

5 T Jayasuriya c HoWoate b Ealham ..40 
(78 nuns. 58 balls. A fours. l-sbt) 

+R 5 Kahmritfwaru c HoWcohe b Gough _5 
1 17 mins. 11 balls. 1 four) 

M S Anapa raj c Knight b Eaifusm — -17 
(63 mins. 39 balls. 2 fours) 

P A De Suva c Stewart b Ealham 1 

(10 mins. 5 bolls) 

DPM Jayawardena c Hussain b Gough-3 
(16 mins. 13 balls) 

■A Ranatunga c Knight b Ealham 1 1 

(58 mins. 33 balls ) 

R S Mahanama c Hussain b Ealham ....6 
(29 mins. 17 balls, 1 four) 

UOU Chandana c Gough b Headley. -.9 
(26 mins. 19 balls) 

WPUCJ teas not out _.Q 

(12 mins. 4 balk) 

M MuraHtharan b Mullally.. 



[3 mins. A balls) 

R Pwera c Hkfc b Mullally 0 

(1 min. 1 ball) 

Extras w! nb3) -..6 

Tbal (ad out, 161 h*h, 333 oners) JS9 


FalU 1-15 (Kaluvritharana) 2-65 Uaya- 
suriya) 3-65 (ArapaCtuJ 4-67 (De aha) 
5-71 EJayawairiena) 6-85 (Mahanama) 7- 
98 (Ranatunga) 8-98 (Chandana) 9-99 
nyiuralltharanl 10-99 (Ptreral. 

Bowling: Gough 8-2-15-2 (nbl.wl) 
(5-1-110. 3-1 -4-1); Multan- 6JHM7-4 


(nbl) (6-0-17-0. 0.3-0-0-2); Headley 
8-0-33-1 (nbl) (3^21-0. 5-CM2-71; 
Ealham 10-2-32-5: Croft 1-1 -0-0 (one 


Korda: Rare case 


spell each). Progress; 50: 60 mins. 89 
balls. 15 overs score: 55- T. 


Result: England won by 128 runs 
Umpires: SJ Daws and P □ patter 


TV replay umpire: T A Prue 
Match referee: P L van tier Merwe 
Maa or tha match: Ealham 

Compiled by Jo fang 


enormous costs, inconvenience 
to the parties and witnesses and 
delay which tins would involve." 

He found it difficult to befieve 
that the rules were intended to 


THE SATURDAY CROSSWORD 
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by Phi 


ACROSS 


DOWN 



1 Risk removing end from 
part of church (6) 

4 About to be taken in by 
confidence trick, some- 
thing providing much 
amusement (6) 

9 Cut and prune wikfty in 
opening (8i 

10 Religious reformer 


1 Diplomatic mission 
against us tu rning up be- 
hind lime (91 

2 Screen star provides Bill 
with lock of hair (7) 

3 Artist upset as art 
critic goes round Univer- 


World Cup guidelines 


create a situation where a play- 
er acquitted by the appeals 
board should then be subject to 


target Olympic abuses 


almost producing further 
beef? (6) 


College element wanting 
to<fitai University 
head (7) 


13 What could be lovelier and 6 End of poem 


nicer about a high-dass tie space? A 
noble actor? (8,7) mace C5) 


Friday's solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 


q in ^ u e u 

a a id m a h d 

Huaiis EuaafflEiauiits 

r U U t] U lil lil 
HHBHUU UDtiJHBiQECI 
Id til Hum 

n a a tii m 


GiQatiiGiauu QHifiuiim 

r a □ a a 


□ciBmiaLjaQjiaa hucje 
u hi u cti til 

UUIBtJBB -uaLflmmdHEll 
fci til lil ja u a 


El til LL U H U til 
kJLUBJHiaBOE aUQMHa 
M H lil U til Q tij 
ucjuau uaaiauiautija 
ii u a u m a a 
□DuanuiiiHUEtjaH 
13 El u m 1*1 a 
aaaBUtiJWHUaUElB 
QUEUE UJ 1*1 
lilHElUtiJfflUmiJ QUaBU 
a 0 u U Q H u 

u u u tii ei uj u 

auUHap tiJUtiJOEBUEl 


\Z Recording company ac- 
quired by group (8) 

14 Giri - a gypsy’s snatched 
one back (5> 

16 Fish described in book 
and paper (5) 

18 Pop music, loud - 

completely what you’d ex- 
pect from the Roiling 
Stones? (&} 

20 Old actor causing amuse- 
ment in US city? (7,8) 

23 Soldiers joining US sol- 
diers going round English 
parties (6) 

24 1 admit suppressing nega- 
tive response may be stu- 
pid (8) 

25 Doing secretarial work in- 
volves one in an affair (6) 

26 South African organisa- 
tion involved in almost lib- 
erated country t'6) 


7 vermin zapped by a R<y 
man deity i7) 

8 Stone in ring given to 

mate (4) 

11 One’s realty for foreign 
travel (5-7) 

15 Feeling uncOTofdrtable? I 
wiD, over a joke (3-2-4) 

16 Show less interest in de- 
fender replaced by substi- 
tute? (4# 

17 A source of water - vol- 
ume’s swallowed by chap 


19 wfeatherwanring 
broadcast for has of 
Hong Kong (7) 

21 One who backs a new 
stage being set up t5) 

22 Shock upset, bangiti (4) 


The first five correct solutions to this week's puzzle opened net! Thurs- 
day receive hardbadeed copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. 

Answers and winners’ names will be published next Saturday. Send 
solutions to Saturday Crossword, B 0. Box 4818, The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E 14 5BL, Please use the box 
number and postcode and glveyour own postcode. Last week’s win- 
ners: S Hutchinson, Bunty; C darted St. Andrews; C MflDn, Ramleaze; 
R Purcell, Hemel Hempstead; I Arthur; Derry. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
members of Fifa. who will 
decide on the host nation for the 
2006 World Cup, have been told 
to report any country which 
offers “excessive hospitality”. 

Football’s world governing 
body has drawn up guidelines 
for the 24 members to be issued 
to all bidding countries, 
including England, in the hope 
of avoiding the sort of bribety 
scandal that has recently em- 
broiled the Olympic movement. 
But apart from specifying that 
no souvenirs worth more than 
£70 can be offered, there has 
been no significant crackdown. 

One report had suggested 
that England's 2006 bid organ- 
isers would be prevented from 
making too many foreign trips, 
but in reality, the only require- 
ment is for a campaign team 
undertaking an overseas visit 
which does not form part of a 
more general footballing pur- 
pose to inform Fifa in advance. 

Four Premiership clubs 
have expressed their interest in 


FOOTBALL 


BY TOMMY STAN1FORTH 


taking part in next season's In- 
terToto Cup, but only one place 
is on offer. Middlesbrough, 
Wimbledon, Leicester and 
Southampton want the chance 
to take an alternative route 
into Europe while there is still 
time for other teams to put 
themselves forward. 

Portsmouth have won a re- 
prieve in their endeavours to 
stop the First Division club's 
bankers calling in receivers. 
The Co-operative Bank, which 
holds the mortgage on 
Portsmouth's Fratton Park 
ground, hadsetFompeya noon 
deadline yesterday to pay an 
outstanding debt of £350,000. 

However, Portsmouth now 
have until 8am on Monday to 
pay the outstanding money fol- 
lowing a last-minute meeting 
between the dub's directors 
and the bank Portsmouth, who 
are facing a winding-up order 


from the Inland Revenue for 
£405,000 in unpaid tax next 
Wednesday, applied at the start 
of the week to go mto adminis- 
tration to help rescue the club 
from financial ruin. 

Ruud Gullit has dismissed 
talk erf a rifl with las players. The 
Newcastle United manager 
played down the speculation 
after a week in which Alan 

Shearer was reported to have 

had a heated discussion with 
him over his treatment of Pant 
DalgHsh. “There’s no rift at 
aU, he said. “It surprises the 

players and the staff that all the 
time little comments like that 
are coming out." 

John Rudge, the sacked Port 
Vale manager, has decided 

apmst taking up the n ewfy cre- 
ated post of director of football 

at Val ® He plans to take 
a break from football though he 

Celtic-s Scotland striker Dar- 

ren Jackson is to join Chinese 
team Dalian Wanda for £500,000. 


to face a retrial ^ 

Korda was not in court for 
the hearing. 

The ITF had claimed that a 
decision can only be regarded 
as final if it is not appealed but 

Flint said that argument was in- 
consistent with the code. 

“The programme is de- 
signed to provide for speedy 
and final determination of dis- 
putes as to allegations of dop- 
ing before an independent 
committee,” he said. “We say 
that a player should not be re- 
to defend himself twice.” 
Korda’s case is a rarity in 
tenms, which has had only a 
jandful of positive tests. None 
has uwrfv^a top pfeyer and 
“solved recreational 
SnriL‘^P? fi,rn,anC& «>- 


reS^-° ldWaSn0t ^ 

by players or specta- 
!j^ hen he defended his 
^^PPentiUeinMet 

about thedojtag 
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I The Beatty myth 

c He ’s got the looks, the talent, the liberal creden tia ls. An d h e ap pears to think that what 
£ the world needs now. . . is sex. At 60, can Warren Beatty still believe his own propaganda? 

H i, Tm Warren,” says the man with the gone right back into the fray, at the age of 61, with Buhoorth. of Beatty rapping is sometimes hard to take. 

thick, greying hair; putting out a hand “I think it’s the best movie I’ve ever made,” he says proudly. “It wasn't hard to do,'' Beatty says. “It would have been a tei 
to shake mine, as if I wouldn't recognise “And I’ve got a lot of reinforcement for that, because that's what rible mistake to try to rap well, so you aim for doggerel andyo 
that face, shrunk down from the posters the reviews of the movie are saying.” try to make it funny." 

and the movie screens. Warren Beatty Together with his blistering self-confidence, Beatty has exactly British movie-goers are used to seeing political satire in th 
is in town to promote his new film, the kind of modulated voice, with gravelly low notes and long, mainstream, so maybe it won’t strike people here how very od 
Bulworth, and everywhere he goes he dying cadences, that a movie star should have. He sits very still it is that Buhoorth got made in America now. Beatty explain 
carries the weight of movie stardom in his black sweater and trousers and black leather Gucci jacket, that it's not a film he could have imagined making if it harin' 
with him. and holds your gaze as be speaks. But although he seems pretty been for the fact that he was handed a weird, once-in-a-lifef±mi 


H i Tm Warren,” says the man with the 
thick, greying hair; putting out a hand 
to shake mine, as if I wouldn't recognise 
that face, shrunk down from the posters 
and the movie screens. Warren Beatty 
is in town to promote his new film, 
Bulworth, and everywhere he goes he 
carries the weight of movie stardom 
with him. 

I was surprised to find that I liked the film - a romp through 
American politics, starring Beatty as a senator who has a ner- 
vous breakdown and starts telling the truth, in rhyme. But what 
now surprises me more is to find that I like the man, who has 
been a star longer than I have been alive, but who still has an 
energy that beeps breaking through his cagey interview responses. 
Of course, he's deliberately turning on his famous charm - he 
listens intently, looks into your eyes as he answers, and expresses 
great interest in what you think - but the kind of enthusiasm he 
reveals for political ideas and ideals can hardly be a pose, since 
it has shaped his life. 

Beatty started his film career as a beautiful young boy whom 
the camera and the audience couldn't help but adore. I’ve read 
interviews in which he compares the way he was in 1961 to Leo- 
nardo DiCaprio now but frankly, can you even begin to imagine 
DiCaprio deciding to produce a film like Bonnie and Clyde, as 
Beatty did in 1967? That was Beatty’s own project He found the 
script, he got it made, and it’s still one of the most memorable 
fiimc of its era, an unsettling, sexy cross between French New 
Wave and American gangster movies. 

Eight years later he went out on the edge again to produce 
and star in Shampoo, and six years after fliat he hustled all over 
Hollywood to produce Reds, the ambitious, if mushy, drama 
about Communism that was to bring him an Oscar for best 
^director. Now, after a run of more middle-of-the-road film s, he’s 


gone right back into the fray, at the age of 61, with Bulworth. 

“I think it’s the best movie I’ve ever made," he says proudly. 
“And I’ve got a lot of reinforcement for that, because that's what 
the reviews of the movie are saying.” 

Together with his blistering self-confidence, Beatty has exactly 
the kind of modulated voice, with gravelly low notes and long, 
dying cadences, that a movie star should have. He sits very still 
in his black sweater and trousers and black leather Gucci jacket, 
and holds your gaze as he speaks. But although he seems pretty 
self-important in person, in Bulworth he lets rip and invites you 
to laugh at him. 

Bvkporth is an extraordinary film, continually teetering on the 
verge crfsetfparodtx as the old white senator breaks down, breaks 
out and starts dressing and talking like a young black man. Jump- 

by Natasha Walter 

mg from joke to joke, it gradually builds into a fierce political satire. 
Because Beatty, who campaigned once upon a time for Bobby 
Kennedy and then for George McGovern and then Gary Hart, is 
now angry with American politics: “I think the process now has 
become one in which, if someone wants to win an election, he 
can’t lead, he must follow, because the technological means are 
such that you're gaining so much demographic information so 
quickly you just has to follow it, and do it as adroitly and attract- 
ively as possible - and I think basically" he pauses for a beat, 
“that’s a bunch of bullshit” 

In Buhoorth, Beatty finds a way of expressing the gap between 
politics and real life partly by displaying the weird dissonance 
between political discourse - “We stand at the threshold of a new 
millennium,” Buhvorth's speeches begin - and street speech. 

It's a lovely conceit as the senator bursts into patches of rap 
when he should be delivering crafted soundbites, even if the sight 


of Beatty rapping is sometimes hard to take. 

“It wasn't hard to do," Beatty says. “It would have been a ter- 
rible mistake to try to rap welt so you aim for doggerel and you 
try to make it funny." 

British movie-goers are used to seeing political satire in the 
mainstream, so maybe it won’t strike people here how very odd 
it is that Buhoorth got made in America now. Beatty explains 
that it's not a film he could have imagined making if it hadn’t 
been for the fact that he was handed a weird, once-in-a-lifetime 
- even for him - opportunity. “Because of some complexities in 
earlier dealings with Fbx, 1 was able to settle a lawsuit with them 
by doing this movie with them, on the agreement that I had 
complete artistic control and they have complete marketing 
control,” he says slowly. 

In other words, because Fox had pulled out of Dick Tracy, 
Beatty could have sued them, but he didn't, because be wanted 
them to agree to do this film instead. And, although he told Fbx 
the bare bones of the story at the outset (a man gets very de- 
pressed, calls a hitman to get himself killed, then falls in love and 
tries to call off the contract!, he didn't get round to telling them 
at first that the man would be a senator, and that the film would i 
spend most of its energy exploring his disaffection with politics. 
Would Fbx ever have agreed to it if he hadn’t manoeuvred so 
smartly? “I think it would have been awkward for a corporation 
of that magnitude to make a movie with someone as attention- 
getting as I am, that basically says that big corporations are the 
greatest threat to our democracy." he replies. 

When Beatty as Bulworth breaks out of the political cage, he 
not only starts rapping, he also starts hanging out with young 
black women. The right of the 60-year-old Beatty getting on down 
with the 26-year-old black actress Halle Berry is something that 
will make a lot of movie-goers smirk. I tell him that I think he 
should have cast an older woman as his love interest; I'm tired 

Continued on page 2 


Why Not Be 
A Freelance 
Journalist? 

A s a freelance journalist you can have an exciting 
and financially rewarding career. A recent survey 
shows that freelancers can earn up to £40,006 a year 
writing for newspapers, magazines, trade and 
technical publications, TV and radio. 

Freelancing means you are your own boss with (he 
freedom to work when and where you please. You can be 
either a full-time career journalist selling your services to 
the highest bidder or a part-timer submitting the 
occasional article to earn an extra income. It's up to you 
to decide how far you go. Plus, if you want to work on 
staff freelancing is a great way to gain the necessary 
journalistic experience. 

To succeed as a freelance journalist - on whatever level 
- training is essential. Our first-class home-study 
freelance journalism course - with personal tuition - 
gives you all the training you need. Professional 
journalists and writers show you how to write articles, 
features, reviews etc. that editors pay for. You are advised 
on style, content, presentation, copyright, ethics, law, 
HOW TO SELL YOUR WRITING in the UK and 
around the world, how to get a staff job and much more. 
For an extra income or an exciting new career thin j s 
the place to start. Ideal for beginners! Earn while you 
learn. IS day trial. Full refund guarantee if not 
successful. Details FREE. No obligation. Call NOW! 

Freephone 24hrs Please quote ref; AFJ3619 

_ 0800 _ 298_7008 

Please send me details of how I can become a successful freelance 

I journalist. 

Name 1 


Address 


Letters _2 Arts 12-13 Miscellany 

Leaders and comment 3-7 Books 14-16 Sunday TV 

Features . 8-9 Country & Garden 17*1 8 Radio 

Obituaries 10-11 Travel 19-27 Today's TV 


28-29 

30 

31 

32 


■ Post code | 

| The Writers Bureau College of Journalism | 

^ Freepost AFJ3Q19, Manchester Ml 8DJ j 
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REVIEW 



Jarvis Cocker talks 
to Joan Smith 
about his ‘Outsider Art’ 



Why Americans fear 
death by anthrax 


REAL LIFE 



Confessions of a nun: 
‘What do i miss? Trashy 


magazines and sex’ 


CULTURE 



Is our film critic the 
only man in Britain 
who doesn’t like 
‘Shakespeare In Love’? 

PLUS 

Life with Jacqueline du Pre 
-by her char 



Staten Island Eterry No 6: Tourists stand at the stern as the boat leaves Manhattan 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, 1 Canada Square, London E14 SDL and include a daytime telephone number, fax to 0171 293 2056 
or e-mail to lettersiS’independent.co.uk f e-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address). Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


Off the road 

Sin Deborah Orr rightly 
concludes that drastically 
curbing private car use in 
urban areas is essential in 
tackling pollution and other 
traffic problems (“A new line 
in hypocrisy 71 , 29 January) . 
But this needn't be as painful 
as she implies, as long as we 
avoid equating the solution to 
car-dependency with 
“improved public transport". 

Better buses, trains and 
trams are essentiaL But most 
new car travel is not former 
public transport travel. While 
public transport travel has 
fallen by about 40 per cent ■ 
since the 1950s. car and van 
use has grown over 1,000 per 
cent And many of these new, 
longer car trips are not easily 
done on conventional public 
transport Improved walking 
and cycling conditions are 
also urgently needed. But 
however good public 
transport walking and cycling 
become, they cannot match 
the “service quality” provided 
by the family can 

A car is like the ultimate 
Swiss Army Knife - a multi- 
purpose household tool 
combined in attractive, shiny 
packaging. People will give up 
this toot but only if they are 
offered others which do the 
same jobs. 

This means radical 
expansion of home delivery 
services, safe routes for 
school travel, improved local 
taxis, neighbourhood car- 
owning co-ops, part-year car 
hire and a host of similar 
services. 

Such services will not 
develop in earnest until 
private car use is deliberately 
curbed. So come on, Mr 
Prescott, curb the car and set 
us free. 

BENPLOWDEN 

Director 

The Pedestrians Association 
London ECl 

Sin Deborah Orr is right to 
comment on the commuting 
journeys made by some senior 
administrators and their staff 
However; she misses the real 
point 

The matter that should be 
discussed is not the method of 
transport that they select but 
that the trip is made in the 


first place. An organisation as 
well funded and resourced as 
the Environmental Agency 
should be able to find a 
sufficiently trained and 
experienced chauffeur for its 
chairman living within, say, 
five miles of the Millbank 
Tower in London. 

The chairm an of that 
august agency, surely a very 
busy man, should be able to 
find accommodation within 
the same distance of his place 
of work. If he cannot, then 
within the Cily of Westminster 
and its neighbourhood are a 
number of highly qualified and 
well connected people who 
could take that job on. 

The chairman is. after all, 
responsible for the 
environment, and the 
environment is best protected 
by the reduction in the 
number and length of 
journeys made, not just 
changing the method of travel. 
DAVID J HUNT 
Hadley, Hampshire 

Unfair to men 

Sir. How grateful I am not to 
be a patient of Dr 
Brimblecombe (letter, 28 
January). As a male GR I 
have faced all the problems 
she so vividly describes, but 
in the next consultation, 1 am 
faced with a nervous, 
embarrassed late-middle- 
aged man who has suffered 
from erectile problems for 
some years.who is frankly 
terrified or plainly turned off 
by vacuum pumps and penile 
injections, but who has finally 
plucked up courage to broach 
the subject with someone 
professional who he feels will 
treat him sympathetically 
and non-judgementally. 

I wonder if Dr 

Brimblecombe has paused to 
consider what message the 
Government's decision to set 
down limits to the availability 
of Viagra on the NHS sends 
out to men in this country. As 
their wives and girlfriends 
trail in to the surgery in their 
droves for smears, well- 
woman checks, HRT, 
mammography and 
ostoe porosis screening, men 
are dying prematurely in 
their thousands from heart 
disease, and yet here is the 
Government offering them 


yet another slap in the face, 
saying their health needs 
don’t matter. 

If rationing is an attempt 
to be fair to all, then the 
Government might start by 
looking at bow much is spent 
on men compared with 
women, and ask themselves if 
the difference reflects true 
differences in male versus 
female mortalitv. 

KEVAN TUCKER 
Fence. Lancashire 

Sin Whilst a retired doctor in 
my 60s I had come to accept 
impotence as part of normal 
ageing. 

Soon afterwards, widowed 
and enjoying a new 
relationship, the bogey of 
erectile dysfunction 
confronted me again. After 
psychiatric counselling, a 
trial of the latest new remedy, 
still unlicensed in the UK. 
proved unhelpful. 

Later, a uroandrologist 
established organic 
causation amenable to 
treatment Be recommended 
androgen replacement 
Testosterone an its own failed 
to restore potency. Next 
painful injections into the 
penis of another costly 
remedy, freely available 
under the NHS, proved too 
repugnant to tolerate. 

The latest reputedly 
“magic" cure became 
available eventually to 
nominated specialists. Before 
prescribing it my 
uroandrologist sought 
psychiatric reassurance 
about the relationship with 
my wife. Before our joint 
appointment Viagra became 
freely available abroad 

Tablets bought over the 
counter in Switzerland and 
taken in a low dose restored 
normal potency immediately, 
after 15 years' impotence. 

The benefits to the 
remarriage of a retired 
doctor in his early 70s and his 
pre- menopausal wife do not 
need to be spelt out 

The uroandrologist 
recommended continuation 
of hormone replacement plus 
Viagra and the joint 
prescription was 
implemented by my GP 
Later; having studied official 
advice, she felt bound to 
discontinue the Viagra; it 


seemed that the androgen 
could continue to be 
prescribed but Viagra should 
be sought privately. 

I sought reconsideration of 
her decision and, after 
reviewing my extensive 
specialist investigations, she 
resumed NHS prescription of 
testosterone with Viagra, 
pending the Health 
Minister's advice and the 
BMA's response. 

It is anomalous that a joint 
NHS prescription, 
demonstrated as c ura tive for 
a seemingly irremediable 
organic condition, is 
apparently to become 
impermissible once again, 
unless the proposed “list” is 
reviewed sensibly and 
promoted on an advisory 
basis. It should not deny 
doctors the right to exercise 
clinical discretion 
individually. 

NAME AND ADDRESS 
SUPPLIED 

Sir. Stephen Hill (letter, 28 
January) is missing the point 
The issue is not how often our 
fellow citizens “should" have 
sex, but how often (if at all) 
the rest of us should pay for 
them to have it 
JANET RUSSELL 
lb ttesbury, Essex 

Free the hens 

Sir I was pleased to read 
Nicholas Sehoon’s article 
outlining the cruelty inherent 
in battery fanning and urging 
the Government to take the 
lead in securing a ban 
(“Assault and battery”. 27 
January). 

The RSPCA has been 
campaigning for many years 
for an end to the battery cage 
system and for dear, 
mandatory labelling on eggs 
so that consumers know 
exactly how they have been 
produced. 

Last year we 

commissioned a Mori survey 
which showed that 77 per cent 
of shoppers were prepared to 
pqy more for free-range eggs, 
while 89 per cent of people 
believed that eggs produced 
from hens living in battery 
cages should be labelled as 
such. 

Freedom Food, the 
RSPCA's own food welfare 


ishpiiing scheme, only 
endorses free range and barn 
systems that employ high 
welfare standards devised 
and monitored by the society. 
The huge success of the 
scheme is proof of the public’s 
growing demand for welfare- 
friendly products and 
demonstrates that such 
alternative systems are 
financially viable. 

The future of the egg 
industry rests with 
consumers.To help remove 
the battery cage, shoppers 
must vote with their purses. 
PETER DAVIES 
Director General 
RSPCA 

Horsham, West Sussex ; 

Blair’s choice 

Sin The Prime Minister’s 
choice for his daughter of a 
high-achieving school seven 
miles from his home is very 
much a matter of public 
interest in the light of the 
difficulties many parents face 
at this time of year (“Blair 
protests to PCC about school 
story”, 25 January) . 

As a Catholic parent in a 
borough where the Labour- 
controlled authority has 
decided to discontinue 
funding 70 places for Catholic 
children at a high-achieving 
school seven miles from my 
home and outside the 
borough I am fascinated by 
the story. The effect will be to 
deny a significant number of 
children a Catholic 
education, a choice which the 
Blairs apparently hold 
precious. As a resident of a 
borough where a selective 11- 
plus system is retained but 
under threat due to 
government legislation I also 
note that the Prime 
Minister's daughter had 
allegedly taken some form of 
test to assess her ability. 

He has made pragmatic 
and understandable efforts to 
attain the best education for 
his children in the state 
system. Many parents strive 
to do the same. To pretend 
that in some way his choice 
signifies a commitment to 
state education is 
unpalatable. Only when we 
have “education, education, 
education" for all children, 
regardless of wealth and 


social background, in a 
system which respects the 
able, can his own views and 
his parly’s policies be 
respected. 

PETER MONAGHAN 
Manchester 

Loo role 

Sir: Malcolm Jacksonrdette^ 

29 January) misses the point 
about toilet cleaning: . 

The New Man can dean as 
many toilets, change as many ~ - 
nappies, vacuum as maqy 
floors or cook a&many meals; 
as he wants, but sooner of 
later the Old Woman will come 
along and say it's not good 
enough because only a 
woman can do these things 
properly. 

Ami do you hare a problem 
with that? 

GEOFF THOMASON 
Stockport, Cheshire 

In Brief 


Sin Surely there is no secret 
about “the real basis on which 
a British Cabinet will detide 
our entry into the euro” (“End 
tins insulting culture of 
secrecy”, 28 January)? It is 
the answer to the question, 

' “Will entry win or lose us the 
next election?" 

CHRISTINE ROE 
York 

Sir I enjoyed the picture of 
stepladders outside Annabel 
Elliot's 50th birthday party 
(Front page, 29 January). I 
now look forward, in the 
course of time, to your 
coverage of the funeral of the 
18th Earl of Strathmore's 
great au nt 

The Rev PETER KETTLE 
London SWi9 

Sir British Summer Time 
ended last year about seven * 

weeks before the winter 
solstice. Why do we have to 
endure GMT untfl 28 March? 

If we must be sutyected to ft. 

why cant GMT end seven 
weeks after the solstice, at the 
end of next week? Daylight 
hours will be the same as they 

were when BST ended in the 
autumn. 

Mrs SUSAN CHESTERS 

Winchester 



‘He believes sex is not just fun. It’s the answer’ 


The Beatty myth 

Continued from page one 
of seeing ageing stars like himself Robert 
Redford, Clint Eastwood and Woody Allen, 
thinking they can still play sex gods. Can't 
he come to terms with his age? 

“I could have done you a very interest- 
ing film about me and a woman who's 45 
or 55 or 60," he says defensively. “But that 
wasn’t the story here. Here, the fact that 
you Ve got an old white guy and a young 
black woman is the point I don’t think any- 
one ran be left with the feeling that this is 
an ideal couple - it's a real mismatch. It’s 


meant to be." At least the film is honest 
about the age gap. “How old do you think 
I am?" Bulworth asks Berry on screen, 
“Sixty," she flashes back. But that doesn’t 
stop her going in for the clinch. 

It malms you smirk, because as much 
as Beatty is known for being a great actor 
and an interesting director, he’s also 
known, of course, for his sex life. (Woody 
Allen once said that if he were reincar- 
nated, he would come back as Warren Beat- 
ty’s fingertips.) In any interview with him 
you’ll hit a list, at some point, that goes 
something like this; Julie Christie, Diane 
Keaton, Brigitte Bardot Madonna, Elle 
Macpherson, Isabelle Adjani... 



Generation gap: Berry and Beatty 


*Tou get slapped a lot but you get fucked 
a lot too," is how Beatty reputedly describes 
his wayward approach to matters of the 
heart in Peter Biskin(rs boob Easy Riders, 
Raging Bulls. A man who sleeps with so 
many women - although he has now 
settled down with the actor Annette Ben- 
ing and their three children- might be as- 
sumed to be boringly sexist But his films 
don’t just frame pretty faces, they give 
women good roles - even Bonnie and 
Clyde gives Faye Dun away a curiously in- 
dependent sassy voice; Reds gave Diane 
Keaton the meatiest part as the writer and 
feminist Louise Bryant And in BuUoorth. 
Halle Berry is partly just the gorgeous girl 


who surprises both Bulworth and the au- 
diences by delivering a long, complicated 
peroration when asked why there aren't 
any black leaders any more. “Can you 
handle that?" she finishes, and Bulworth’s 
Qres gleam. 

Like the real Seventies man that he is, 
Beatty seems to believe that sex is not just 
fun, it’s also the answer He believes that 
the Clinton-Lewmsky affair will now have 
a good effect “1 think the eventual fall-out 
from this farce will be that it will no longer 
to be possible for America to return to the 
sexual puritanism of the past,” he says. “If 
there is a lowering of sexual puritanism, 
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Process arethe President and people 
public eye who have been pffloriedfo 
sexual foolishness. Manyof wfaoc 
wnds up, “are Wends of mine. And 

giggles. AsBift 
^aftyputs the same answer to Asm 
racial problems: “Everyone ha* . 

teep fucking each other till we’re 
same colour” 

can Mock the sentiment, or 
path^e, but you get the feeling that 
with his “make lave, not war" <mtii 
is now out of his time. ^ 
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Talk of regulating 
the global economy 
is wrong, Mr Brown 

THE CHANCELLOR of the Exchequer has a plan, and 
he is trying to drum up support for it in Davos at the reg- 
ular big-picture talk-fest of the world's finance ministers. 
He wants to “do something" about the instability of global 
financial markets. It must be hoped that one of his fellow 
ministers will adopt the role of Canute, take him to a 
dealing-floor in Zurich and demand that the traders desist 
from panicking, wild fluctuation and overshooting. 

When Mr Brown’s plan is analysed, however, it turns 
out to have little substance beyond urging governments, 
central banks and the IMF to insist on greater “trans- 
parency" in financial markets - which is just as well. 
Transparency is the latest buzz-word, meaning markets 
should be open and based on full information so that the 
authorities can react quickly to any signs of tremble. Ybgue 
talk of a global financial regulator will probably mean a 
committee of the global great and good to talk about Very 
Important Things, while suggestions for a global “lender 
of last resort" mean beefing up the IMF’s resources. Mr 
Brown is in favour of virtue, and against sin. Any more 
substance than that would be dangerous. 

The increasing integration of the world economy, a 
process known loosely, and on the whole rather unhelp- 
fully. as “globalisation", is something that touches on all 
our lives, and it is right that our politicians should be 
struggling to come to terms with it Indeed, one of Mr 
Brown’s great achievements has been to reverse entirely 
the Labour Party’s isolationist economic policy. 

So it is disappointing that he should fell prey to the 
temptation so often laid before politicians of wanting to 
be seen to be “doing something" about things about which 
nothing can - or should - be done. He should declare 
clearly that mega-mergers, such as Ford’s takeover of 
Volvo, should not alarm us. It would not matter if, as pre- 
dicted, there were soon to be just six mass car producers 
in the world; local markets would s till be highly com- 
petitive, and the structure of the industry has changed, 
with the making of parts contracted out to a vast net- 
work of small, competitive companies. 

And he should reject any idea of trying to regulate the 
1 ■ flow of money around the world. There has been far too 
much excitement among old leftists - such as those of 
Marxism Today, who resurrected themselves last year 
for a one-off blast against the Labour Government - over 
the apparent recantation of one tree-market economist 
who was influential with New Labour. Paul Krugman of 
MIT wrote last year of the need for developing countries 
to impose capital controls in order to defend them- 
selves from “self-fulfilling speculative attacks" on their 
currencies. But that can be effective only in the short- 
est of terms. Most countries today need capital invest- 
ment from outside, and cutting themselves off from 
world markets is damaging. Equally, while markets may 
overshoot, governments make mistakes, and markets 
tend to self-correct more quickly than governments. 

Mr Brown’s language of governmental activism risks 
giving credence to unworkable and undesirable schemes 
for a global tax on currency transactions. Instead, he 
should use his platform in Davos to restate strongly his 
belief that it is the role of governments to help their 
peoples rise to, and benefit from, the challenges of 
international competition - and that this is preferable 
to trying to protect people from the storm of economic 
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Feminism is still 
a cause to fight for 

GERMAINE GREER has got her bus pass. She turned 
60 yesterday, which gives pause for thought to those for 
whom it was heaven to be young in the dawn of the sex- 
ual revolution. Time for yet another appraisal of what 
feminism has achieved, and whether there is still a battle 
to be fought? Hardly. It should be universally accepted 
that the women's movement has achieved a great deal: 
that young women today owe many of their freedoms 
and opportunities to the courage and spirit of Professor 
Greer and her contemporaries. 

It should also be accepted that women still have a long 
way to go before they can regard the battle for true 
equality as won. That is more controversial. There has 
been a backlash among men, not simply of the laddish 
and Loaded variety, but also of the confused and defen- 
sive kind (are the two kinds by any chance related?). 
There has been something of a backlash on the female 
side, too, epitomised by Bridget Jones and Ally McBeal, 
though heavily offset by a knowing, post-feminist irony. 
Revolutionary fervour among true believers has 
dimmed too, as the battle has moved from the fierce pas- 
sions of the applecart-upsetters and academics into the 
more complex field of popular culture, infiltrating the 
ways in which the vast majority of people live day to day. 

The struggle is still being earned on in the prosaic the- 
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atres of the industrial tribunals; the labour market has 
been transformed, and yet the glass ceilings still have 
only a few skylights in them. There is only one woman 
- Marjorie Scardino - heading a FTSE 100 company, for 
example. On the other hand, the Government this week 
lived up to its responsibility with a Bill to promote “fair- 
ness at work” that sought to encourage the further fem- 
inisation of the workplace. Much of the family-friendty 
presentation was spin, but it is significant that what would 
once have been regarded as strident demands for the 
impossible should now be seen as feel-good public rela- 
tions. And, however modest, the measures for unpaid 
parental leave for fathers and longer maternity leave for 
mothers will make a real difference. 

Feminism has left its mark on the English language: 
the style book for this newspaper insists on “firefighter" 
and tries to avoid “he” as a general singular pronoun. 
That change is hardly complete, either, but the cutting 
edge has gone, leaving us with the partially accepted 
“Ms” and a lot of pointless confusion. This week, for 
example, Betty Boothroyd, the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, required Nick Gibb, a Conservative MR to 
apologise for describing Dawn Primarolo, a Treasury 
minister; as a “stupid woman”. Mr Gibb may be a stu- 
pid man, if that is the best insult he can dredge from 
his limited vocabulary, but to say so is absolutely not 
to insult the 48 per cent of the population who are male. 

How, then, is feminism to be carried forward from this 
stalemate of unfinished business? The important point 
is that carrying on the torch is not women's burden alone 
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- those who are looking for the “new Germaine Greer” 
may be looking for spokespeople (no, that is not 
approved by The Independent style book) of the wrong 
sex. This is not simply a matter of the strange inver- 
sion by which the only people who call themselves fem- 
inists these days seem to be men. It has become a 
commonplace to observe that men are increasingly 
demanding, or in some cases simply assuming, more 
responsibility for bringing up their children - often the 
same men who have strutted their New Lad political 
incorrectness, the same men who complain that 
women's rights have “gone too for”. 

Long after the slogan was coined in Professor Greer's 
heyday, “the personal is political", the full implications 
of that are working through. If women are to achieve 
meaningful equality of status and respect they have to 
renegotiate the whole web of intimate relationships that 
make up a society, and the cultural assumptions gov- 
erning them. So the battle has necessarily moved far 
beyond the simple slogans and ideological certainties 
of tbe early days. Some of the obstacles to true equal- 
ity have turned out to be as intractable as they were 
unexpected. It has turned out not to be so easy for work- 
ing parents to leave their children in the care of others, 
for example, and the fear of child sex abuse has meant 
that men can never be as trusted as women in the car- 
ing role. It will not be for a few charismatic leaders to 
negotiate the hazardous route; the torch of fe minism 
will be carried forward by millions of people, both men 
and women. Happy birthday, Germaine. 
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So do you regard Shahid and 
Malek as fellow countrymen? 


SO WHAT was your reaction when you 
first heard tiiat five “Britons" Bad been 
arrested in Yemen? Alarm? Perhaps 
a touch of outrage? Did you feel an 
distinctive twinge of pity that five of 


- : ^Jercy of a brutal regime? Some of yew 
may even have felt the urge to pickup 
a pen and write to the newspapers, 
maybe even demand that the Gov- 
ernment do something. 

And then in the next breath, when 
you heard that their names were 
Shahid, Gfa ulam. Malek, Mohs in and 
Sinnad, when the penny dropped that 
they were not white “Britons", did you 
feel some mitigation of your anger? 
And when the Yemeni authorities 
anno unced that these not-quite-true 
Brits had been planning a campaign 
of terrorist attacks against Western- 
ers, did you feel that everything was 
failing into place, that this was 
precisely what you expected from 
men with names like Shahid, Ghulam, 
Malek. Mohsin and Sinnad? 

If the answer is yes to all or most 

of the above questions, I rather sus- 
pect thatyou are part of a majority. Not 
a right-wing, xenophobic majority, but 

a liberal one that hkes to think of itself 

as tolerant on issues of race, and 
believes that by and large Britain is 
not a racist society. 

I like to think of myself as one of 
those liberals. I have often compared 
facial attitudes in Britain to those m 
■The United States and come aw^r fee- 
ing that things here are a lot better I 
have dismissed as unrepresentative 
the three incidents of racist abuse - 
all by whites against blacks - that I 
have witnessed since I started bring 
in London a year ago. 

When I drive through Shepherds 


Bush on my way to work and see white 
cops-erery other stopping black 

men and searching' them. I don't 
really pay much attention. And the 
racist “Pakis out" graffito that pops up 
now and again on the slides and 
wings in tbe tocatplayground? Justthe 
work of kids with nothing better to do, 
J. tell myself 

I don’t have many blade or Asian 
frierxis here; I ctotft meet a great many 
in my daily rounds; but by and large 
I have been impressed with the way 
that people of all races seem to get on 
with each other. 

Have i- been too complacent? Un- 
fortunately I think theanswer is yes. 
It has takezrthe unhappy saga of the 
Yfemen arrests to sbake my casual 
assumptions about race in Britain. Fbr 
X have no doubt -that had the boys in 
Yemen been Keith; Fred, Ian, Joe and 
Fete, had they been the same colour 
as I, then my level irf outrage would 
have been infinitely ^eater 

Notjust mine, of course, butthatof 
tbe rest of tbe media, the political est- 
ablishment and the great sweep of 
pritfc opinion. Reraemberlhe outrage 
and media obsession that attended the 
tribulations of Louise Woodward and 
compare it to the whimpering.in dif- 
ference that has, up to now, typified the 
response to the \femen Five. 

Then the plight of a single white-fe- 
male caused shock waves from Wash- 
ington to Downing Street. Television 
carnal were installed in her local pub 
and acres of newsprint were devoted 
to cheerleading for her defence. 

Why is it that we were willing to 
allow the assumption of innocence to 
Louise Woodward, and not theYfemen 
Five. And why has it taken until this 
week, with the visits hy the men’s fem- 



Fergal Keane 

Have I been too 
complacent about race ? 
Unfortunately, I think 
that the answer is yes 


ilies to-Yfemen,fbr the British media 
to pay any detailed attention to the 
allegations of torture in that country? 

Fbr many people in Britain tbe 

wnnrfc “ Tdarnfr ” gryj “finvtomonfatigp’ 

mean one and the same thing- They 
have been hobbled together in the 
popular consciousness to create a 
grossly distorted view of the religion 
and its adherents. 

“Islam” means Ayatollah Khomeini, 
the Taliban, Osama bin Laden. It 
means wild-eyed, bearded fanatics 
vowing vengeance on the West Can 
you imagine this kind of poisonous 
oversimplification and demonisation 
being rioted on Christians as a group 
because of theactions or utterances 
sf our more fundamentalist derics? 

In the case of the Yemen Five die 
antipathy towards Islam has been 
extended to a generalised assumption 
that the mea were “up to no good”. But 
this assumption has been made solely 
on the word of theYfeanem authorities. 


whose record for fair dealing hardly 
stands up to much scrutiny. When the 
n yn’ s families deny that thgir sons and 
brothers were ftmdamentalists bent on 
carnage, should we not extend to 
them the same benefit of credence as 
we do to the ‘Vfemenis? Whatever they 
were doing in Yfemen, we have no right 
to assume that they were terrorists. 

I don’t doubt that the Yemeni 
authorities felt they were on safe 
ground in arresting the five. They 
would have expected the indifference 
and prejudgement that have charac- 
terised our national response. They 
also dearly feel confidence in the 
ability of their secret policemen to 
secure the necessary confessions and 
convictions. By any reasonable stan- 
dards Yemeni jails are places of spec- 
tacular brutality Human rights groups 
speak of widespread torture and 
“grossly unfair" trials. 

Consider this except from a report 
by Amnesty International published 
two years ago, on the conditions in 
Yferneni jails: “Such conditions have 
facilitated the systematic use of 
torture in Yfemeni prisons and deten- 
tion centres. .. government opponents 
and critics erf the state have also fallen 
victim to abduction and beatings. 
Political suspects have been abducted 
from their homes or in the street and 
severely beaten to stop them criticis- 
ing the government Evidence sug- 
gests that these abuses were 
committed by tbe security forces—” 

In other words, we are dealing 
with a judicial systan that will use any 
means to secure a confession. When 
the detainees complain of electric 
shock torture, beatings on the soles of 
their feet and sexual violation, we must 
surely listen. 
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If the Yemen Five have signed con- 
fessions, then we would do well to 
ignore them. They are the kind of 
documents that would be thrown out 
of court in any half-decent judicial 
system. In Yemen, however, they may 
be used to secure the long-term 
incarceration - or worse - of five 
British citizens. 

There is also tbe matter of the 
Yemeni government’s uncertain 
motives in this matter Can we assume 
that, hugely embarrassed by tbe 
bungled hostage rescue, they will be 
remotely even-haDded in dealing with 
their British (with a small b, as it 
were) captives? 

It is time our Government and 
media, all of us, woke up to what is hap- 
pening in Yemen. In tbe last week 
there have been some hopeful signs. 
Newspapers and television have been 
giving increasing amounts of space to 
the men’s families. But our politicians 
are too silent. 

I have seen Labour’s Keith Vaz on 
television, but none of the party’s 
bigger gun& And as for tiie Tories who 
are now proclaiming a virion of a 
broader Britain? I await Mr Hague’s 
intervention with interest 

This trial may prove to be a defin- 
ing moment in the debate about 
Britishness. It is not simply a matter 
of crime and punishment We have a 
chance to make a statement about Ln- 
clusiveness, about the nature of 
British identity at the end ofthecent- 
ury. This is an admirably open society 
in many ways. But the issues of race 
and identity need far more work than 
most of us have been willing to admit 

The writer is a BBC special 
correspondent 
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ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD ^ 

IOC corruption scandal • Northern Ireland • John Paul II meets Bill Clinton • Jordanian succession • Blind date w 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


Opinions about the possibility of overcoming difficulties 
in order to fully implement the Good Friday agreement 


Shot down in flames 


THE IRISH TIMES 

IT HAS never been more important 
for the British and Irish govern- 
ments to make dear they share a 
common determination to press 
ahead with implementing the 
agreement. At times it seems Mo 
Mowlam, the Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, is the only se- 
nior minister in either government 
who is prepared to defend the spir- 
it and the letter of the agreement 
with real conviction. More power to 
her, but this is a project which de- 
mands the full attention of both gov- 
ernments. Northern Ireland must 
not be allowed to become one of the 
casualties of the present crisis fac- 
ing the Government. 


NEW STATESMAN 

SINCE THE agreement was signed, 
it has been spattered in blood - of 
the 29 men and women blown up 
by a republican bomb in Omagh; of 
the Catholic and Protestant men 
shot, tortured and beaten to show 
that the paramilitaries of both tra- 
ditions still command their patch- 
es. If this is peace, say the 
opponents of the Belfast Agree- 
ment then perhaps it would be bet- 
ter to go back to war. 


Belfast telegraph 

PAISLEY TOOK advantage of the 
issue about whether early prison 
releases should be stopped in 
reaction to so-called punishment 
attacks, but the only effect of his 
intervention will be negative. Old 
animosities have been revived, 
with untold consequences, and the 
whole atmosphere of the peace 
process has been poisoned, ftaislev 
may think he has done a good 
day’s work, exposing the inaction 
of successive governments, but he 
has achieved nothing that will 
contribute to the better, more plu- 
ralist future that most people voted 
For last year. 


IRISH WORLD 

THE POLITICAL parties and the 
paramilitaries are all jostling for 


their position in the new Ireland. 
While this is a time of teething 
difficulties and a voyage through 
uncharted waters for us all, the 
reality is that, to create a new 
society in Ireland, the ways of the 
past have to be confined fully to the 
past And while it is equally hard to 
teach old dogs new tricks or 
persuade leopards to do away with 
their spots, it is imperative that it is 
exactly that which happens. 

The new era and the new opti- 
mism that it brings are demandi n g 
real change anH real commitment 
to new ways. Those demands must 
be met 


AN PHOBLACT 

[Republican news] 

AS THE implementation of the Good 
Friday agreement repeatedly hits 
the hurdles laid by Unionists, the 
voice of inclusiveness has to con- 
tinue echoing. It has helped over- 
come the obstructionism and 
exclusion of the past In the run-up 
to the final report on the All-Ireland 
bodies, abandoning the nationalist 
voice of consensus does not 
encourage Unionists to recognise 
the legitimacy of nationalists to be 
represented in the Executive. It 
does not help the agreement to be 
implemented. It does not help the 
cause of peace. 


IRISH VOICE 
US 

rr HAS been a miracle that the 
peace process has come as far as 
it has. given the forces aligned 
against it from the beginning. It 
would be better for all concerned if 
the letter of the agreement which 
names May 2000 as the time when 
decommissioning is dealt with were 
stuck to. The IRA should give com- 
fort by indicating that they are not 
sticking to their assertion of never 
decommissioning and that if the 
agreement is enacted in foil, then 
the}’ are prepared to work on it 
Time is running out on this per- 
plexing problem which has haunt- 
ed this process from the start. One 
thing is certain, though; unless it is 
resolved it is hard to see a way for- 
ward for this process. 


NEW YORK POST 
US 

BESMIRCHED BY eye-popping reports of 
corruption, the International Olympic 
Committee is in crisis. It does not concern 
just a few bad apples. This bunch has rot- 
ted from the top down - and at the very top 
is IOC president Juan Antonio Sama- 
ranch. In the face of the recent corruption, 
Samaranch has suggested changes in the 
Olympic selection process. One reform pro- 
posal would allow decisions to be made only 
by the executive board, instead of the en- 
tire IOC membership. Not surprising: 
That Tnftans only S amaranch and a hand- 
ful of his cronies would benefit from the 
schmooze-fest that is the Olympic bidding 
process. Though the world has watched 
while the IOC goes down in flames, Sama- 
ranch has refused to acknowledge wrong- 
doing and has made no offer to resign. It’s 
high time he gave up his control and allow 
this organization of international goodwill 
a measure of respectability once again. 


Ming Pao 

China 

THE SPIRIT of the Olympic Games has 
been tarnished as corruption scandals over 
Sydney 2000 and the Winter Games in Salt 
Lake City come to light These days, 
sports is always link ed with money. The 
IOC has suffered from the bribery scan- 
daL Structural defects of the committee can 
be blamed for the swirling corruption: the 
selection procedure of the country holding 
the Games is insufficiently transparent vot- 
ing rights are in the hands of a small cir- 
cle of secretive insiders, and committee 
members are selected for life by the com- 
mittee itself. All three elements have 
caused the rot and the stench of deceit 


The New Paper 

Singapore 

THIS WHOLE Olympics bribery scandal 
isn't shocking. No, we all know foil well just 
how crooked the world is and how money 
talks in every field of activity. The Inter- 
national Olympic Committee members 
who took bribes to vote for a certain coun- 
try to be host have done no worse than 
many politicians and business leaders. 



IOC CORRUPTION SCANDAL 


International opinion on the bribery allegations engulfing the 
International Olympic Committee over its choice of venues 


right? But we prosecute crooked polit- 
icians. so we should also not forgive these 
crooked International Olympic Committee 
members. Sack them all Those easily- 
influenced guys are two things: crooked 
and untrustworthy, and a bunch of lazy 
slobs. It's natural to want more money <we 
all do) but hello, welcome to the real world! 
Just work for it! 


THE AGE 

Australia 

ONE OF the biggest problems in tackling 
corruption is defining it When does nepot- 
ism and cronyism become bribery and cor- 
ruption? There has been demonstrated 
corruption involved in the granting of the 
2002 Olympic Games to Salt Lake City. But 


some cases given to, IOC delegates:^ 

the givingoffovors and gifts 

be a matter of degree ^butrt 

^Tnopaltyanaatteroftranspai^^J^e 

tesUswhetiier those giving 

the gifts would want it known. The poss 
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deterrent to bribery, which is why the 
media is so essentiaL 



THE WASHINGTON POST 
US 

FOR EVERY serious attempt to root outcor - 
ruption, there’s always someone ready to 
call a bribe a ‘humanitarian'’ gesture, a re- 
flection of “culture" or simply a ‘‘willing- 
ness to please". Wve bean! aD those 
excuses, and more, in connection with Salt 
Lake City. They should be on trial now. 


LE MONDE 
France 

THIS AFFAIR will enable us to return to the 
controllable organisations of the Olympics. 
Wb must avoid economics taking the upper 
hand and dictating its law to the organis- 
ational committees. The IOC must also 
agree to becoming somewhat more con- 
densed; 115 members is too much. 25 or 
30 would be far easier to regulate. The IOC 
is representative of society but not repre- 
sentative of sport. 


AFTONBLADET 

Sweden 

THE IOC has long looked like a fraternal 
order, dosed, self-renewing, often com- 
pletety male. The ideological superstructure 
is feudalism. Despite this, the Games have 
had an exceptional common-man popular- 
ity Etolffirians have long used the Ofympfos 
in theirown propaganda campaigns. Hitler . 
and UThrieht placed themselves in foe 
fight glandng off gold medals. The US and 
the old Soviet Union used the Olympics with 
political boycotts. Athletics’ character in re- 
cent decades has changed drastically; the 
ideal of amateurism has drowned in the 
flood of priremaney.'Ilie combination of fra- 
temafism and economic power has made 
the IOC especially receptive to corruption. 



JORDANIAN SUCCESSION 


Reaction to the King of Jordan's choice of 
his son Prince Abdullah to be his successor 


JOHN PAUL II MEETS BILL CLINTON 


Views on the meeting of the Pope and the President of the 
United States in an aircraft hanger in St Louis, Missouri 


BLIND DATE WEDDING 


Comment on the marriage in Birmingham of 
two people who had never previously met 


Quotes of 
the week 


JERUSALEM POST 
Israel 

IT IS not just in Jordan’s but 
also in Israel’s interest that the 
next king succeed. As Hus- 
sein’s interventions at key 
moments in the peace process 
indicate, Jordan plays a unique 
role in the region. At this criti- 
cal time, Jordan and the region 
need steady: trusted hands at 
the wheel. The best hands 
would be those of Hussein him- 
self, whom Israelis and Jordan- 
ians hope will regain full health. 
As the King introduces changes 
in Jordan’s ruling hierarchy, it 
is to be hoped that he will man- 
age to pass on his strength and 
vision to his chosen successor 
as Hashemite monarch. 


Boston Globe 

us 

WHEN SING Hussein returned 
to Amman, he openly rued his 
brother’s failure to give firm 
responses to the despotisms in 
Damascus and Baghdad. Some 


skeptics may discount this 
palace account of foe King’s 
motivation as merely a cover for 
a paternal ambition as trad- 
itional as monarchy itself. But 
King Hussein has been able to 
stay in power for 46 years 
because he has not allowed 
himself to be careless about 
crucial matters. Jordan needs 
another king as canny as he. 


La Vanguardia 

Spain 

THE DESIGNATION by Hussein 
of his first-born Abdullah as heir 
to the throne has placed Jordan 
on the threshold of a new era; 
in this way the monarch has put 
an end to an interim situation 
that posed grave problems for 
the foture of a country that is 
key to the Middle East Jordan, 
with 13 communities, among 
them the Palestinians, who are 
in majority, and three religions, 
continues to be a powder keg, 
but the succession in the 
Jordanian monarchy is the 
guarantee for continuity. 


ST LOUIS POST 
DISPATCH 
US 

THERE THEY were, the saint 
and foe sinner, meeting in the 
hangar. When the new millen- 
nium and new century officially 
arrive. Pope John Paul n may 
have been foe last pope to 
serve his foil reign in foe 20th 
century and Clinton will be foe 
first president to serve in the 
21st century. In contemporary 
history, foe Pope will represent 
what once was and Clinton will 
represent what will be. The 
Pope will be remembered for 
his tireless battle to stem the 
changing beliefs of his flock. 
The President will be remem- 
bered for impeachment and 
his tireless effort to adjust his 
own beliefs. 


LA S TAM PA 
Italy 

CLINTON Has been weakened 
in his spirit by allowing too 
much to his body. Pope John 



Paul n has become frail despite 
the strength of his spirit The 
meeting was an opportunity to 
show once again their incom- 
patibility. The pontiff and foe 
American President try to 
control the world following two 
opposite principles. John Paul 
n calls for the end of violence 
as a way to solve foe conflicts 
and looks forward to foe birth 
of an alternative power to the 
United States. Clinton contin- 
ues bombing each continent to 
reaffirm American supremacy. 
What makes them look alike is 

their ability to raise enthusiasm, 

more than a real consensus. 


New York Post 

us 

The Pope has found a receptive 
audience among youngsters 
toward whom he has directed 
his message with fervor. 
Liberals try to explain the 
Pope's popularity with the 
claim that foe public loves foe 
messenger but doesn't care for 
his message. They said the 
same thing about Reagan; it 
wasn’t true then and it's not 
true now. The Pope’s message 
is one for all faiths and ail ages. 


THE NEW YORK 
Times 
us 

John Paul’s criticisms of 
materialism were part of a trip 
underwritten by Pepsi-Cola 
and several other companies. 
He has won his battle with 
Communism, but his stru ggl e 
to mount a spiritual critique of 
capitalism and commercial 
culture promises to be an even 
more complex task. 


THE VIEWS OF THE WORLD 



The Daily 

TELEGRAPH 

THE PRINCIPAL factor in 
whether a marriage succeeds 
is the level of commitment 
brought to ft. While it is heart- 
ening that Mr Cordell plans to 
“put 100 per cent behind it", the 
feet that he and bis wife entered 
a competition offering a honey- 
moon, car and flat for a year is 
bound to raise suspicions. The 
media’s artificial world is the 
opposite of the reality of mar- 
riage. That consists of com- 
promises, compacts and 
consideration, but its compen- 
sations can be huge. If tas - 
against the odds -we hope) this 
stunt develops into a happy 
union, that would be, too. 


THE BIRMINGHAM 
POST 

THE PUBLICITY stunt which 
brought about their wedding 
has debased the idea of mar- 
riage and turned it into nothing 
but a cheap and prurient way 


of exploiting people’s lives for 
a brief bout of entertainment 
It tells us more than we want 
to know about foe debasement 
of modem manners that more 
than 200 young men and 
women were prepared to sub- 
ject themselves to this “exper- 
iment in love". The wedding 
may not be a sham - only the 
couple involved will know about 
that and they may not be sure 
yet -but it is certainly shaming. 


The Sun 

THIS PUBLICITY stunt makes 
a mockery of marriage. Saying 
“I do" for foe benefit of a radio 
station so you can get a free 
Bahamas holiday requires a 
bride and groom who are shal- 
low, immature and stupid. Grer s 
Cordell and Carla Germai’j^ 
certainly fit the bill on ^ 
counts. Marriage remain ^ yj e 
best method devised for l^eep. 
mg family and home tr jr j e ther. 
This cheap scam turv/ a ser _ 
ious business into j oke . Ex- 
cept it’s not at all f JJJny 


MISCELLANEOUS JT 


Stories from around the wo rid 


Sun News 

us 

Elizabeth Dole us Hillary Rod- 
ham Clinton in 2000? Is that 
possible? Might that be the 
way this nation politically turns 
the millennium? Might we 
finally acknowledge that men 
have done a simply terrible 
job, especially lately of running 
this country and turn to tw\> 
bright women to appeal to t’ A g 
electorate to choose betw^ e * n 
them? Well, we know Dole , at 
least somewhat intenestr j j. s ^ e 
has resigned her Red, q toss 
presidency to run, if sh ? 

to do so. And we knor / that GJin. 

ton has already sat . TA th e right 
hand of preside- ritiaI 
despite all the u fiS downs ’ 

of that public co- ^ and of their 
private marrVjg ei g ut ^ s jj e 


presidents *1 material? Move 
over. Vice President A1 Gore. 
“ ov ® T ° r er. Gov George W 
Busn. J _,. e t fo e women show all 
ofus i).ow it should be done. 

— ♦ 

r ZuBA Free press 

National Revolutionary Police 
(PNR) have arrested former 
political prisoner Manuel Diaz 
Cabrera and charged him with 
selling a hog to Jorge Capote of 
Ariza in Cienfuegos province. 
Various other politically incor- 
rect citizens in this area believe 

the authorities are hying to fab- 
ricate a case against Diaz Cab- 

rera so as to sabotage his 
mssidence with prison. He 

denies foe charge. Diaz was re- 
leased from prison last year at 
the request of Pope John Paul 


Research by sally Chatterton 



I ve n ' j' thing decent 
towe'^j." 

Che, r (above), singer 
arv J, actress 

u You have to 
’resharpen your quill 
after a page of 
1 writing. Shakespeare 
must’ve gone through 
So many geese." . 
Joseph Fiennes, 
actor 

“Economics is a game 
anyone can play. The 
difficulty in 
economics is to , 
separate the good 
from the bad and the ‘ 
Ugly." 

Eddie George, 
Governor qfffie Bank 
' Qf England . 

“If they go into this 

thinking that it’s a 
marriage made in 
heaven, they haven’t 

got a cat in hell's 


Russell Grant, 
astr oIager,<mfhe 

“blind date” 


"occasionally have 

women in fo e kitchen, 
f>nt you can never get 
into foe staff loo." 

Gordon Ramsay, ckgf 

“It's not huge, but it 

is mee, fo a good 
street with smashing 
neighbours, and I will 

miss it” 

] ^Wandelson,MP, 
on his house, valued 
a* £750,000 
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You’ve got my number. Please stop using it 


AT EXACTLY 27 minutes past three 
every afternoon my telephone 
pngs. I pick it up. Silence. ■■ Hello, 
hello." i say. Still silence. No 
embarrassed shuffling. no 
scrabbling to replace the receiver, 
no heavy breathing, even. I put the 
phone down, count to. pick it up and 
hsten. My mute caller is still there 
listening, waiting. 

Telephone silence is spook}: I 
don’t like being spooked. I dial 
1471 but naturally the caller has 
withheld his number. In the next 15 
minutes I get six more of these 
sDent calls, and then my friend Nick 
telephones to ask whether seven 
across could be "existentialist" - it's 
certainly 14 letters beginning blank 
x ending i blank t - and 1 know I’m 
back on stream. 

I've been getting these calls for 
the last two weeks. If l’m out when 


they call, the}’ register blank on the 
answering machine. 

1 rang the operator, who put me 
through to a special number for 
nuisance calls. Did I want to 
change my telephone number, 
asked the nuisanco-cail operator. 
Change my telephone number? 
Was he mad? I’ve had this tele- 
phone number longer than I’ve had 
my bonsai, my library card, my 
Bradford & Bingley account, my 
husband. 

“Certainly not," I said. “Why 
can’t you find out who’s calling me 
and arrest them?” There must be 
some law. surely, against this sort 
of oral stalking. The nuisance-call 
operator said they couldn't find out 
who was ringing, but the chances 
were that it was a power-dialler. 

I've heard of power dressing and 
power lunching, but power- 



SUE ARNOLD 

Confused insions passed 
before my eyes of big 
men in dirty raincoats, 
smiling menacingly 


dialling? Confused visions passed 
before my eyes, of big men in dirty 
raincoats with padded shoulders, 
smiling menacingly as they jabbed 


the buttons of their S scries Mer- 
cedes car phones. 

What's a power- dialler? “It’s a 
computer," said the nuisance-call 
operator. My name and telephone 
number, probably my address as 
weU. were in a telesales computer 
whose operator was probably on 
her tea break. They're usually 
women. In her absence the com- 
puter automatically dialled the 
nails but wasn’t programmed to 
give the time- honoured spiel about 
die untold millions I'd save if I were 
to install a fitted kitchen, double- 
glazing or a loft extension within the 
next two weeks. “But why can't they 
switch their computers off when 
they're having their tea break'’'' ! 
protested. “And anyway, bow did 
they get my number?" 

Here’s the sinister bit. The last 
time I ordered anything by mail 


order I must have forgotten to tick 
the box saying “I do not wish my 
personal details to be passed on to 
any other sales organisation", ad- 
vised the operator. "What tick? 
What box? What mail order?" I 
squealed starting to feel paranoid 

I don't order things byposL I live 
four tloors above a retail mecca 
called the King's Road for heaven's 
sake. I don't need to order things 
by post 

“Do you ever get junk mail cat- 
alogues. financial advice, that sort 
of thing?" asked the operator “Yes. 
of course I do. dozens of them, and 
I chuck them away unopened." 

“Ah." said the operator. “That’s 
the problem. Lfyou don’t read the 
brochures you won’t get to the re- 
fusal box. I can request that your 
number be removed from’ the 
major telesales lists, and with any 


luck most of your power-dialled 
calls should stop." 

Next morning I got my usual 
quota of junk mail. I tore open the 
first envelope, containing a flimsy 
home health mail-order catalogue 
with a picture of a smiling brunette 
on an exercise bicycle on the cover, 
crammed full of the sort of mer- 
chandise no high-street shop could 
possibly display. Such as the nose 
and ear hair-trimmer for £5.95, or 
the reusable incontinence shields, 
machine washable. Personally, 
when 1 get to the sans teeth, sans 
eyes, sans taste, sans bladder con- 
trol stage I'd sooner have the 
portable urinal featured on page 18, 
£6.95 or two for £12. That solves next 
year's Christinas presents. 

Hang on, though; on page 22 
there’s a picture of an ingenious de- 
vice called a portable bidet, cur- 


iously surgical-looking in design. 
It’s even got a soap- holder It sits 

over most lavatories and has a hook 

for easy storage. But if it's portable 
and you pack it in your case to stay 
with friends, do you really' want to 
hang it up in their bathroom next 
to their pink flannels and fleecy 
guest towels? Far better play safe 
and hang it in the back of your car 
beside the fluff}' dice. 

There was a whole section on 
dental hygiene, with ultrasonic 
denture cream and a stainless 
steel tongue-scraper to cure hali- 
tosis. You could scrape your tongue 
as you’re sitting on your portable 
bidet in your friend’s weekend cot- 
tage. Please God she has a lock on 
the bathroom door 

I never got as Caras the refusal 
box - what’s a little power-dialling 
between friends anyway? 
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The Saturday Profile 

Jack straw. Home Secretary 

The man who 
could be king 
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LET US paint a picture in the heroic style, 
of the court of King Tony. The fair-faced 
young PM himself sits rack ant and assured 
in the centre, lb his right, his Chancellor, 
the dour but handsome Brown, rests one 
hand on the throne, and in the other holds 
a scroll. Captain of the Guard, rough-hewn 
Jack Prescott, pike at ready and belligerent 
expression on his face, stands on the 
other side. And a group of gaudy, happy 
. * -tfing courtiers - men and women - spill 
cflt from behind. 

So the eye is not immediately drawn to 
the dark, iean, bespectacled figure in the 
corner. He, alone, is sitting at a desk 
writing, his derk hovering nearby. This man 
wears neither ruff nor gorgeous hose, and 
strikes no attitude. Yet he clearly wields 
serious authority over the affairs of the 
realm. When, later, the dancing begins and 
Leicester and Essex dance the Netting HOI 
Reel he will make his farewells and return 
to his family with tales of the court - just 
as another might relate a visit to an 
eccentric unde, or to the zoological 
gardens. At 10 of the clock, one imagines, 
Mr Secretary Straw retires to bed. 

But it is this latter-day Walsingham, not 
his showy colleagues, whom the world now 
tips as the man who might take over should 
Thny suddenly decide to spend all his time 
in the Seychelles. Brown has too many 
enemies. Cook needs a year in rehab, 
Prescott does not aspire; but Jack Straw 
, :i|, the coming man So we should do well 
lS get to know him better. 

Certainly Labour’s enemies are 
concerned by him. In a column in 
yesterday's Daily Telegraph, the writer - 
complaining about Straw’s championing of 
equalising the gay and heterosexual ages 
of consent - compared him to Beria, 
TVotsky the Gestapo and Robespierre, d 
won’t bore you with the tortured logic that 
leads from Beria to the defence of equal 
rights far gay people. It is dearly a side of 
the NKVD that most historians have 
somehow missed.) To many on the left, 
meanwhile. Straw’s tentative suggestion 
that some teenage mothers might look 
more positively at the option of having their 
babies adopted, smacks of Keith Joseph 
eugenics. Both sides portray him as a 
puritanical authoritarian. 

What most commentators do agree 
about, however, is that Straw has reversed 
one of the great political paradigms; that 
it is much easier to talk the talk in 
re position, than it is to walk the walk in 
-.^fcemmenL The post of Home Secretary 
is usually thought to be an unpromising 
launch-pad for farther ambitions, fraught 
as it is with all kinds of contingent dangers. 
Yet chief constables adore him a know. I’ve 
spoken to them), reformers generally 
believe he is on their side, and Middle 
England and the council estates unite to 
approve his policies. 

Yet, less than three years ago he was 
nearly a write-off. In the debate that 
fallowed the resignation of the prisons’ chief 

Derek Lewis, Straw seemed maladroit and 


badly prepared for his confrontation with 
the troubled Tory Home Secretary Michael 
Howard. After the election, knowing 
journalists speculated, he'd be moved 
aside. (Straw later revealed that a bad 
attack of tinnitus had made it very hard for 
him to hear Tory interventions, and to 
respond.! In the event, Tony Blair took no 
notice of the gossip. 

An anonymous neighbour on the Essex 
council estate where Straw was brought 
up in the Fifties, once described the intense 
young boy as “priggish". This is often the 

Life Story 


Born: John Whitaker Straw. 3 
' August 1 946. Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 
! Educated: Staples Road Primary: 
Brentwood School; University of 
Leeds (LLB). Was called to the Bar 
in 1972. 

Political careen President of the 
National Union of Students 1969- 
71; Islington councillor, 1971-78: 
Special adviser to Barbara Castle 
and Peter Shore (1974-77); MP for 
Blackburn since 1979; Shadow 
Cabinet member 1987-97. 

Other jobs: Called to the Bar. 

1972, practised 1972-74; Granada 
TV (World In 
Action) staffer. 

1977-79; 
chairman of 
governors of 
Pimlico school 
1 995-98. 

Family: Married 
his first wife, 

Anthea. In 1 968, 
marriage dissolved 
1 978, one daughter (deceased). 
Married Alice Perkins in 1 978, one 
son and one daughter. 

What he says about his job: 

“I don't want to preach. But in 
government you do have a platform 
and you must use it." 

What they say about him: 
“Cunning" (Barbara Castle): "One of 
the government’s all-round heavy 
hitters" (Alastair Campbell). 
Hobbies: Walking, cycling, sou f fids. 
Admires: Responsible parents and 
the Routemaster bus. 


tribute that is paid by the old and dim to 
the precocious and the unexpectedly 
mature. But from the beginning. Straw’s 
politics and personality were disciplined 
and practical, rather than flowery and 
demonstrative. He was brought up in a 
Labour family but influenced by family 
friends who were members of the Com- 
munist Party of Great Britain, and his mind 
ran to organisation and getting results. 

The so-called paradox of Straw, the 
Sixties student leaden and Straw, the 



tough-on-crirae politician, is in reality no 
paradox at alL In the Years of Revott('68, 
’69 and 70) there were two trajectories for 
a young left-winger to follow. The first was 
to join the Revolutionary Socialist Students 
Federation and try to bring governments 
down by street protests. The other was to 
join the long march through the institu- 
tions, beginning with the official student 
body, the NUS. Straw, then a law student 
at Leeds University, chose the latter When 
he became president of the NUS, it was as 
a channeller of student protest, not a 
creator of it Trotskyists hated him for his 
effectiveness, for the way in which he 
turned yells into briefing documents. 

The task suited the man. Straw is not a 
romantic revolutionary, ora gesture polit- 
ician. He hasn't the gift of oratory as has, 
say Neil Khmodtorlbny Benn. His move- 
ment on the platform, or in the House, is 
economical He is suspicious of ego and his 
vanities are minor; he is not half-monster 
as some big politicians are. Michael Hes- 
eltine is his polar opposite. 

Unlike Tony Blair, Straw is a party 
man. Having left the NUS he worked the 
Labour version of Route One to goal: 
local councillor political adviser, parlia- 
mentary candidate. His mentor was the ex- 
travagantly coiffed Barbara Castle, whom 
Jack advised in the Seventies. When she 
retired from the Commons, Straw suc- 
ceeded her in Blackburn, almost by divine 
right of succession. 

A parly man, then, but definitely not Old 
Labour. Straw held a sequence of shadow 
portfolios under Neil Ennock, whose 
reforms he completely supported, and 
can claim to have been the instigator of the 
dropping of the old Clause 4 of the Labour 
Party constitution, the resolution to do so 
having originated In his own Blackburn 
constituency. In this Straw was consider- 
ably in advance of many colleagues. 

He is, however; only a demi-Blairite. 
Straw does not like Liberal Democrats 
much, is an opponent of electoral reform, 
and was not delighted by Scottish 
devolution on terms that left England still 
subsi dising Edinburgh. If he is gung-ho for 
Europe (which he once opposed as vehe- 
mently as any in the Labour Party), he has 
kept very quiet about it Yet it is an inter- 
esting comment on Straw’s commitment 
to the collective, that Liberal Democrats 
working with him on the Cabinet 
Committee have found him pretty diligent 

The Home Secretary has sometimes 
found himself in the company of even more 
unlikely allies than the Lib D enis . Jack 
Straw and Paul Dacre, editor-in-chief of 
Associated Newspapers and scourge of 
adulterers, met each other when Dacre 
was editor of the Leeds University student 
newspaper; Leeds Student, and Straw 
was student-union president Some have 
inferred from this, and from Straw’s staoce 
on crime, that the Home Secretary is a 
moraliserin the old-fashioned sense. This 
is wrong. Straw’s own father (Whiter; an 
insurance clerk and conscientious 
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In an age of spin, the Home Secretary is straight blunt and very clear 


objector) left home and Jack’s mother 
Joan, a teacher, when Jack was 10. Straw 
himself was divorced after a marriage 
contracted when he was just 21. He is not, 
in that sense, at all judgemental. Straw is 
a man of his generation. 

Certainly a family man, given to camp- 
ing holidays with the kids, which may be 
why he was dose enough to his son 
William to persuade the boy down to the 
local nick when the “Home Secretary’s son 
tried to sefl me drugs" story broke. The skiD 
and straightforwardness with which Straw 
dealt with William's little error earned 
respect across the journalistic spectrum. 

But he does loathe crime with an “I was 
poor; but I never mugged an old lady” kind 
of zeaL He is impatient of the dilettantism 
of the professional middle classes, and 
identifies with the council tenant driven to 
distraction by lousy neighbours. The term 
“public space” connotes something as 
valuable to Jack Straw as “private space" 
does to the most ardent Tory. He regards 
its violation by drunks, pimps, vandals and 
drug-takers as being akin to burglary or 
assault It was this toughness that helped 
to neutralise the law-and-order issue for 
Labour at the last election - a feat that 


had previously proved to be impossible. 

This populist toughness is linked to the 
dark side of Straw. He values individual 
liberty too lightly, and sometimes situates 
himself where "ordinary people" are, 
regardless of whether or not they are right 
Nine months ago. the author Gitta Sererry 
revealed that she had paid the child 
murderer Mary Bell a sum of money for 
co-operating in a book about what made 
Bell a biller. The murders had happened 
30 years before, when Bell was ll. She had 
reconstructed her fife and in no sense could 
she have been said to be “profiting” from 
her crime. But this was not how it felt to 
the relatives of those killed, to the tabloid 
press and to the Home Secretary. Straw’s 
open letter to The Sim (of all papers'.) was 
a model of illiberalism. 

Straw has also defended the secret 
services, stating this week that he has no 
wish to see the files compiled about him 
when be was young. The arguments here 
are complex, but it would have been 
reassuring had the Home Secretary not 
hinted that, on reflection, maybe MI5 was 
right to have kept him and others under 
surveillance. Nevertheless, such straight 
dealing does tend to undermine Baroness 


David Rose 

Thatcher’s argument that Straw’s actions 
over the extradition of General Pinochet 
smack of political calculation. No one 
whom I have met who knows Jack Straw 
agrees with this judgement 

The other; related question mark over 
Jade Straw concerns a possible lack of 
imagination. It is not just that he was a law 
student rather than, say a student of art 
history. After all, so were Tony and Cherie. 
And Bill and Hillary. And we all know Bill’s 
got a lot of imagination. But Jack Straw is 
not a weaver of political dreams. But 
□either is he a product of spin. Straw has 
always put his faith in simple briefers: guys 
who know what the policies are and who 
see it as their job to tell people. Conver- 
sations with Straw himself lack that 
frustrating, oblique quality that charac- 
terises discussions with those who are 
perpetually working the percentages. He 
is straight, blunt, occasionally dismissive, 
and very dear. 

And I have hardly heard a bad word said 
about him since the May 1997 election. Of 
all the members of Tony Blair's court, he 
is the one most in possession of the elusive 
qualities of kingship. 

David aaronovitch 


THE PICTURE of Joyce Grenfell on 
the jacket of a recently published 
volume of her letters shows her writ- 
ing in her stuffy loddng relaxed, soft, 

feminin e and really oruite beautiful 
It comes as something of a shock. 

So utterly convincing was Joyce’s 
galumphing gaucherie in the St 
T ri man ’s movies, and the well- 
meaning but hopeless nursery 
tea che r of her most famous mono- 
logue, that it is sometimes difficult 
to conceive of another e x i st e nc e in 
iphich she is not wielding a hockey 
■lljick and facing the camera with an 
‘embarrassed, toothy smile. 

The nursery teacher is a typical 
Grenfell character full of misplaced 
enthusiasm, gradually losing 
patience with her recalcitrant 

charges -“George, don’t do that - 


but in a very genteel English way. 
It is a beautifully observed piece and, 
like so much of Grenfell says more 
about a certain kind of middle-class 
Englishwoman than any amount of 
Betjeman's Joan Hunter Dunnery. 

Joyce was a kind of poet of nice- 
ness. This probably came naturally 
to her since she was by all accounts 
every bit as kind, caring and, wen, 
nice as most of her heroines, the 
difference being that in Joyce’s 
case, acts of generosity were 
achieved with quiet efficiency. 

Janie Hampton, who edited her 
letters, tells how Joyce paid school 
fees for nephews and nieces, and 
occasionally gave a car or a house 
oi; bizarre!?, in one case a dish- 
washer; to a friend in need. (Elvis 
gave Cadillacs, Joyce household 


Accidental Heroes of the 
20th Century 

25: Joyce Grenfell, actor 


appliances. How very English.) “We 
are fearfully rich." wrote Grenfell 
“and of all the forms of self-indul- 
gence, giving is the pleasantest" 

But it is Joyce’s hugely influential 
body of work- often disregarded or 
seriously undervalued - rather than 
her saintliness, that qualifies her for 
inclusion in this series; the more so 
since it stemmed from such unlikety 
beginning 

If anybody’s success could be said 


to be inadvertent it is Grenfell’s. She 
started performing her sketches 
and songs in revues only in her late 
twenties, in 1939, after friends whom 
she had entertained at dinner par- 
ties urged her to “have a bash”. 

Joyce’s gentle guying of women 
of her own background - debutante, 
Paris finishing school - was perhaps 
not that remarkable. But how she 
ever acquired her ear for the 
cadences of lower-mi defle-dass and 


working-class conversations re- 
mains something of a mystery. 

The pieces in which Joyce 
stepped outside her own class have 
been criticised for bring patronising, 
but this is absolutely unjustified. In 
a monologue called “The Telephone 
Call", a 30-year-old in Sydney who 
has given up her job as a shopgirl 
to look after her aged father tries to 
explain to her boyfriend why she can- 
not go to the pictures with him that 
evening: “I asked Letty to come over 
and sit with him, but she’s got the 
kids and Frank and it’s a hell of a way 
over here, and they do take him out 
driving in the car on Sundays. . . I put 
him first because I have to ... But you 
know what I feel about you." The im- 
patient boyfriend dumps her It’s 
poignant, it feels true and, what is 


more it has a strong feminist streak. 

It would be fanciful to place Joyce 
Grenfell who died in 1979, in the van- 
guard of the women’s movement, 
although maqy of her pieces pointed 
out inequalities between the sexes, 
but she was certainly a standard- 
bearer for the kind of character- 
based comedy performed by people 
such as Victoria Wood and Barry 
Humphries. She was also, happily, 
not completely without malice. 

A wickedly fanny piece in which 
a writer of children’s books talks in 
twee terms about how she writes her 
almost identical books by going into 
her Hidey-Hole and visiting the 
Land of Make-Believe is obviously 
based on Enid Btyton. "Now my 
husband has his own Hidey-Hole,” 
She says, “where he adds up." 
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6/COMMENT 


The imtencadeni 



the Weekly Muse 


By Martin Newell 



A blue moon due tomorrow night 
When January shuffles out 
And February lumbers in. 
Ill-tempered as a case of gout, 
His chamberpot of stale rain 
Brimful of lukewarm winter days, 
A half-day closing firebug sun 
To set the s ulking clouds ablaze. 


The disappearing apple. 
There's a subject for a poet 
The dreaming English orchards 
Were the places where they'd grow it 
The russet and the Blenheim 
Or the rough old d'Arcy Spice - 
But the supermarket buyers 
Think they wouldn’t look as “nice” 
As those waxy plastic objects 
Which you see them putting out. 
And as all their adverts tell you: 
Choice - it's what it’s all about 


More sex pervading everything... 
The media's full of sex 
And prurient fascination 
With concave and convex. 

The latest thing to crop up 
On an over-stuffed agenda 
Is the Old Vic's new production 
On the theme of the pudenda. 

This yonic veneration. 
Though it isn't quite a play. 

Asks the thought-provoking question: 
“If it talked, what would it say?" 
Vaginal conversation? 

Mot the sort of thing I’d try; 

But even if it happened 
How the hell would I reply? 


A perfume firm, American, 
Has launched a certain winner. 

I gave some to my girlfriend 
Last evening over dinner 
The subtle scent of “Essex'’ 

Is sweetly charismatic. 

The high note’s Harwich Harbour, 
The undertone's emphatic - 
A Billericay boot fair, 

A whiff of car-interior, 

A hint of Thorpe-le-Soken, 
And something far superior - 
An Elmstead Market feed-shed? 
A dog on Clacton sands? 

My hostess smelled of lager. 

I was putty in her hands. 


the Weasel 


Charles I was beheaded 350 years ago but in this dozy realm you’d 
hardly know it. Most people seem keener on making marmalade 


NOW HERE’S a thing . No one knows 
who decapitated King Charles I, an 
event that took place 350 years ago 
today, shortly after 2 pm on 30 January 
1649. The axeman was obviously a pro, 
since the monarch’s head was parted 
from his body via a single blow to the 
third vertebra. However; since they 
were understandably wary of retribu- 
tion, both the executioner and his as- 
sistant wore heavy disguise. As CV 
Wedgwood points out in her enthralling 
account The Trial of Charles I, they 
were not only masked but also 
equipped “with hair and beards that 
were evidently not their own”. For a 

king tn have his head chopped off is bad 

enough, but it adds insult to injury 
when the dread deed is performed by 
someone wearing false whiskers. 

It is a classic example of British 
understatement that this event, surely 
the most significant constitutional 
drama since the Norman conquest, is 
being marked by an exhibition con- 
sisting of two small display eases in the 
Banqueting House on Whitehall. 
Charles passed bis final hours in Inigo 
Jones's architectural gem. 

A historian has noted that the con- 
demned monarch would have heard 
“workmen cutting planks and driving 
nails" as they constructed a temporary 
scaffold adjoining the building Ironic- 
ally, before stepping through a window 
in order to reach the scaffold Charles 
would have passed under Rubens's 
ceiling allegory, which depicts Wise 
Government (a sultry beauty) holding 
a bridle over Intemperate Rebellion (a 
cringing wretch). 

Though the exhibition is modest in 


scale, it merits a detour The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury has lent a pair of 
embroidered gloves worn by the 
monarch on the day of his execution. 
There is also a nicely crocheted cap 
which kept the regal head warm - white 
still attached, I hasten to add. The Soc- 
iety of King Charles the Martyr (still 
active after three- and-a-half cent- 
uries) has donated a splinter of wood 
hacked from the royal coffin. 

But the most creepily thrilling 
object is the King’s death warrant, 
allowed out of the House of Lords 
for the first time. It turns out to be 
a small piece of parchment, Sin 
deep and slightly wider than the 
page you're currently holding. 
Though it is much fedai, it is pos- 
sible to read the flowing script 
“Charles Steuart Kmge of England 
is ...to be putt to death by the sev- 
eringe of his head from bis body” 
Third in line among the 59 signa- 
tures that follow, in large, dear 
handwriting, is “0. Cromwell”. 

Oddly enough, the last name in 
the list has been partially erased. 
According to CV Wedgwood, the 
signature of one Gregory Clement 
was half-heartedly scratched out when 
he was caught in bed with his maid- 
servant. Since his name was still leg- 
ible. Clement did not escape the chop 
when the Regicides were hunted down 
following the Restoration in 1660. 
Cromwell himself had been dead for 
two years, so the Royalists had to 
satisfy themselves with di gg in g up his 
boefy and displaying the Protector's 
head on a pole for a quarter of a 
century. 


Of course, the dramatic event that 
took place on a freezing afternoon 350 
years ago scarcely stirs much interest 
today. Or does it? This morning, the 
Society of Sing Charles the Martyr is 
holding its annual service of com- 
memoration in the Banqueting House, 
At the same time, outside in Whitehall, 
a group called Movement Against the 
Monarchy plans to hold a “Party to 



Celebrate the Beheading of Charles F. 
Let’s hope no one loses their head. 


IT'S THAT time again. Like one of the 
weird sisters from the Scottish play, 
Mrs Weasel has been hovering over a 
seething cauldron, while croaking 
strange incantations: 


W ith orange from Seville, apanyou 
fill 


To help it congeal some pectin 

you steal 

Then bubble awhile with Tate & 
Jjyle. 

This year; sad to relate, her spell 
went somewhat awry. Half-way 
through the first batch of marmalade, 
she rechecked her reape and let ffy an 
anguished shriek: “Drat it' I put the 
sugar to too early!” Ct give a bowd- 
lerised version.) Pressing on re- 
gardless, she bottled the result, 
which stubbornly refused to gel 
Disconsolate^ she shook ajar and 
the chunks of peel whirled round 
inside like goldfish. 

I was promptly dispatched into 
the drizzle of south London for 
more preserving sugar: In every 
supermarket, it was the same 
story; an empty shelf in the sugar 
section, where marmalade man- 
iacs had beaten me to it Event- 
ually I tracked down a cache of 
seven packets In Salisbury's hid- 
den behind the demerara and Mrs 
W resumed production. This time, 
she burnt it Not enough to spoil, 
but quite sufficient to raise her 
temper to the ‘Tolling bo IT spec- 
ified in the recipe - though this usually 
applies to the marmaladp rather than 
the cook. 

MerdfuDy, on her third and fourth 
a ttemp ts, my increasingly sticky con- 
sort was more successful and the 
kitchen table filled with a bittersweet 
battalion of jars. As she pinged a rub- 
ber band to secure the cover of the 47th 
and final jaq their creator suddenly 
erupted: “Hit’s all that good, why don’t 
the Spanish make it themselves?” 






on page W of H« oa the Flying 
TYopese The Life and firm :: 
Fidels, by Simon Louvish (Faber 5 
Faber. £14.99). Though everyone be- 
lieves that the inscription on the ran - ; 
edian’s tombstone is “It’s better than 
playing Philadelphia'’ or pdsaMy *Qn 
the whole. I'd sooner be Paying 
Philadelphia’', this lapidary mot turns 
out to be apocryphal. According to Lo* 

vish, the plaque on the comedian sreh- 

cjuary (he requested cremabras) 
merely reads “WC Fields 1880-1946 . • 

But one aspect of the Fields legend 
is unassailable. The index of this . 
sprawling but entertaining volume 
lists 21 references under “penchanifor 

alcohol 1 ' and a further three under *hat- 
red of water”. A rmqor pleasure of the 
book is Louvish’s generous quotation . 
from the great curmudgeon's dia- 
logue. No one to cinema had a more, 
distinctive way with a line. 

You can even hear his voice in a foun 
word quote from the film (said to be 
best) which gives the book its title. It* 
occurs when be accidental^ fires agun . 
near his wife: “Fields (a little eagerly): - 
TDidlkfflyer?”’ f . 


Spirit of the Age 


Paul Vallely 


An organised faith in humanity 


I HAVE wanted for a long time to meet 
Nicolas Walter. He is the chap who 
writes combative, dare I say tetchy let- 
ters whenever I suggest that there may 
be a link between the decline of reli- 
gion and the growing sense of insecur- 
ity and anxiety in toe modern world 
Morality, he insists, can exist inde- 
pendent of the Judaeo-Christian trad- 
ition in which our secular values grew. 
It would be nice to think so. 

Mr Walter is part of the cadre of mil- 
itant activists who are not happy with 
the mere drift of society towards 
greater secularisation. They want to 
push it along and tidy it up, so that all 
the anomalies of our religious heritage 
are placed in toe intellectual museum 
where they belong. 

There was a huge stack of books on 
the ground floor of toe offices of toe 
Rationalist Press. Nicolas Walter; after 
20 years at the organisation’s helm, is 
about to retire and is moving out of the 
flat at the top of its Islington office. It 
has not been an easy place for him in 
recent times. Chemotherapy for a 
cancer has severely crippled him and 
he can make the arduous progress 
down and up the stairs only once a day. 
Next year he will move to the country, 
with as many of the books as he can 
fit into his new place there. 

But his atheism is far from a sub- 
limated railing against a malign divinity 
responsible for his unhappy infir mity 
Mr Walter is, in the circumstances, a 
rather jovial, bearded chap, with a 
ready laugh and an agreeable manner; 


who traces his anti-religious dispen- 
sation to a childhood which he de- 
scribes as occurring to a family that 
he said, was “left-wing, non-religious, 
optimistic but angry, and very sharply 
and explicitly critical of toe world 
around them.” 

The irony about toe avowedly non- 
religious Ethical Rationalist Human- 
ist Secularist Movement to which he 
belongs is that it resembles nothing so 
much as a religion itself. This is not its 
official title, but jot hare to include that 
many abstract adjectives if you are to 
cover the range of its belief without 
leaving anybody out This is largely be- 
cause it has been riven by as many 
splits and schisms as any religious de- 
nomination could respectably hope 
for. It began with a Victorian Ethical 
Society, and mutated into toe Nation- 
al Secular Society and then the Ration- 
alist Press Association before merging 
into the British Humanist Association, 
only for the rationalists to withdraw be- 
cause they felt their position was 
being tainted by the quasi-religious 
temperament of softy ethi cists. 

There is something terrihly old- 
fashioned about all this, much as there 
is about Nicolas Walter's litany of the 
founding fathers of secularism whose 
names - G J Hotyoake, Richard Cariile, 
RD Owen, Charles Bracflaugh - mean 
little in today’s thoroughly secularised 
era, which they could only long for. 

Prominent figures to the move- 
ment are aware of the paradox. Mr Wai- 
ter gave me a copy of his association's 


magazine. New Humanist which car- 
ried a wealth of articles with titles such 
as “Jesus toe Fanatic*' and “Another 
Look at Miracles''. The lead piece on 
“The Ftiture of Unbelief* began with 
toe quote: “One of the most obvious and 
regrettable things about contemporary 
humanism is toat it has become quaint 
-a movement out of step with the times 
it has helped to create.” 

Partly, the writer said, this is be- 
cause it insists on fighting again battles 
it has already won: the war against re- 
ligion. toe battle for intellectual free- 
dom. the defence of moral choice, and 
so on. But he also said that organ- 
isations that call themselves secularist 
rationalist or humanist nowadays 
seem old. tired and sadly ineffectual 
Most significantly, humanism has been 
supplanted as toe Church's most 
effective critic - by, of all things, liber- 
al theology. 

But it has another problem, too. The 
movement’s beliefs extend well beyond 
mere utilitarian notions about achiev- 
ing the greatest good for the greatest 
number of toe population. It makes 
statements - about toe goodness of 
humanity, freedom, mutuality, art, 
music, laughter and love - that, ulti- 
mately, are based on assertions and in- 
stincts rather than empirical fact Its 
faith in humanity is, in the end, no less 
a matter of belief than is any religion. 

Nicolas Walter disagrees. “Hum- 
anism is not a faith. 1 don't have faith 
in freedom, I just want to be free; 
there's a difference," be says. Similarly 



Atheism in the open ain a humanist wedding ceremony 


the feelings aroused by the majesty of 
nature share nothing, as many sup- 
pose, with the instinct of religion: “I fed 
stirred, and brought to tears, but ft’s 
not by the transcendent Reverence for 
the universe, as Einstei n said, mafews 
no sense. 1 just fry to explain it in bio- 
logical terms. Why are we musical? 
What to Darwinian terms, is it for? 
Why does it help?" 

Darwinism is a double-edged sword 
here. Biogenetic structuralism now 
suggests that human beings are gen- 
etically programmed for music, lan- 
guage, dance... and r eligion Wfe insist 
on making patterns - of harmony, 
rhythm and meaning. 

More than that epidemiologists 
now suggest that people who believe 
in God are happier than average and 


live longer. Religion, it seems, has an - 
evolutionary point 

“Yes, but civilisation goes through ■ 
stages - and we've reached the stage £ ‘ 
where we can think for ourselves," says 
Mr Walter And there are battles yet to 
fight “Christianity stQl has privileges 
enshrined to the law. There is the issue 
of Islam and state schools. And there 
is all the mumbo -jumbo Of the New 
Age. There are still lots of things still 
worth arguing about- and if organised 
humanists don’t, no one wiH." 

Whether or not it is “organised 
humanism" -or the majority of the pop- 
ulation’s rootless drift along toe “line 
of least resistance" - which has been 
the real force for secularisation, is 
matter for another debate. I await the 
letter with interest 


Days like these 


30 January 1829 


SIR WALTER SCOTT, 
novelist, lorites to 
Benjamin Croker: 



m 


“Miss Seward knew Dr 
Johnson well... There was a 
story she told me respecting 
toe Sage’s marriage with toe 
widow Porter He had been 
quite candid with the lady, 
and had pointed out to her all 
his disadvantages. 'I told 
her,’ he said, 'that I was as 
poor as a rat and destitute of 
any settled profession; that I 
was blind and ugly, and 
moreover of a family which 
was dishonoured by the 
execution of a near relative.’ 
She replied most candidly 
that all these drawbacks 
made no difference to her 
choice; that she was not 
much richer than myself, 
and she was resolved to trust 
to heaven’s blessing and my 
talents for a sufficient 
income; that if I was 
unsightly, she was no longer 
young, and it was not for my 
good looks that she gave me 
preference. Finally tom, 
although she had not had an 
unde who had been hanged, 
yet she enjoyed the 



relationship of more than 
one near relative who richly 
deserved it.” 


1 FEBRUARY 1901 


CISSX COUNTESS 
OF DENBIGH, 
records the last journey qf 
Queen Victoria (pictured) 
who died on 22 January 


“We steamed out, and took 
19 our position between the 
last British ship and the first 
foreign ships of wan on toe 
south side of the double line 
down which the procession 
was to pass. The day was one 
of glorious sunshine, with the 
smoothest and bluest of 
seas. After a while a black 


torpedo destroyer came 
dashing down the line 
signalling that the Alberta 
was leaving Osborne and 
from every ship, both British 
and foreign, boomed out toe 
minute guns for close on an 
hour before the procession 
reached us. The sun was 
now (3pm) beginning to sink, 
and a wonderful golden pink 
appeared in the sky and as 
toe smoke slowly rose from 
the guns it settled in one 
long festoon behind them, 
over Haslar, a purple festoon 
like the purple bangings 
ordered by toe King. 

Then slowly down the long 
line of battleships came eight 
torpedo destroyers, dark 
gliding forms, and after them 
the white Alberto, looking 
very small and frail next to 
toe towering battleships. We 
could see the motionless 
figures standing round the 
white pall which, wife the 
crown and orb and sceptre, 
lay upon the coffin. As slowly 
and as silently as it came the 
cortege passed away into toe 
haze; with the solemn 
booming of the guns 
continuing every minute till 
Portsmouth was reached.” 
Ian Irvine 


The trial of the vanquished 


f J DESIRE today to speak par- 
ticularly of equal justice, be- 
cause it is an essential of 
individual liberty. Unless there 
is law, and unless there is an impartial 
tribunal to administer that law, no man 
can be really free. Without them only 
force can determine controversy, as in 
the international field today, and those 
who have not sufficient force cannot re- 
main free Without law and an appeal 
to a just and independent court to 
interpret that law, every man must be 
subject to the arbitrary discretion of his 
ruler or of some subordinate govern- 
ment official. 

The Declaration of Independence, 
the Constitution of the United States 
and every pronouncement of the 
founders of toe government stated toe 
same principle in one form or another 
In England the progress towards a def- 
inite law, administered by efficient 
and impartial courts or tribunals, was 
slow and uncertain. The common law 
developed slowly and became dear and 
definite only after many centuries. 
For a long time toe courts were any- 
thing but impartial, and the actual 
application of toe law was often unfair 
and unjust But reverence for the prin- 
ciple must have existed, or it would not 
have been transported so early to the 
shores of America to become the 
do minan t theory oF government in 
the colonies. 

I believe that most Americans view 



Classic 


Podium 


ing of those who, however despicab le , 
were the leaders erf the German people 
will ever discourage toe making of 
aggressive war for no one makes ag- 
gressive war unless he expects to 
win. About this whole judgment there 
is the spirit of vengeance, a pd 
vengeance is seldom justice. The hang- 
ing of the 11 men convicted will be a 
blot on toe American record which we 
shall long regret 

In these trials we have accepted toe 


this Second World War. Today we are 
cortfially hated in many countries. Iam 
delighted that Secretary of State 
F 1 Byrnes and Senator Arthur 
HI vandenburg have reversed our pol- 
fry in many of the respects I have re- 
ferred to. But abroad as at home, we 
r™ 5 a long way to go to restore again 

to the American people our fofl heritage 
of an ingrained belief in feirnessTim- 
partiaiity, and justice. 

Peace in the world can 


fr 


From a speech by Senator 
Robert Taft, at Kenyon 
College, condemning the war 
crimes trials of Axis leaders, 
as being against the principles 
of Anglo-American law 

(5 OCTOBER 1946) 


Russian idea of toe purpose of trials - a lawfe agreed to 

government policy and not justice - “relating to inter- 

with little relation to Ang^sS^ ^ ****** tribunal 

Of legal ly nations, and if 


whole idea of justice in Europe for 
years to come. 

In the last analysis, even atthe end 
of a frightful wan we should view the 
future with more hope if even our en- 






«^ Ca i 1 l“ pearei “'illhep u b. 


with discomfort the war trials which 


ftemiusaymourE^hiS ? 

concept of law, in the provision of re- ilvth ^^^cktemporar- ! 

hef and m the final disposal of territory. 8,6 " Dll a This because 

Ipray that we do not repeat this pro! S^^^“ SCOpeofthe W3i;the ST 
a * > f n ' wllere the justification 


have just been cracluded in Germany on grounds of vengeance i^ much Iks S preval euce or^dcSSe"- 

and are proceeding in Japan. They vio- than m Germany. 888 “ “^andexpetfieney even befor* " 

late that tundamenUd principle of Ourwholeato'fodemtbeworfd,for ** ^ is even won* aad . j&r r 

a year after VE Day, including toe u&e aSSEZ ™' ° fthe jperitfS W- 

of toe atomic bomb at HirosMma ^ ^sionment may be lonriT 1.V 
Nagasaki, seems to me a depart^* ltj Efiglisl 

from the principles of fair and ^? P ® s ,. have one great «■- 

made restore to 

respected throughout the world before 



American law that a man cannot be 
tried under an ex postfacto statute. 

The trial of the vanquished by the 
victors cannot be impartial, no matter 
how it is hedged about with toe forms 
of justice. 1 question whether toe hang- 
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The Saturday essay 




Can anyone control the flow 
of ideas in the modern age? 
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’• ; ^So you.” Abraham Lincoln said on meet- 

ing Harriet Beecher Stowe, “are the little 
woman who wrote the book that made this 
.great war!" The book in question uas Uncle 
|hm** Coin'll. Stop the book, kill the idea 
^ >. s at source, and you may change the course 
■"-ir-'. of history - the dream of every ruler less 
benevolent than honest Abe over the last 
50 years. 

It’s not easy to do, and the stakes are 
high. The KGB. aware of the counter- 
revolutionary power of books (even home- 
made samizdats), registered every 
typewriter in their 1 0-time-zone territory. 
Xerox copiers, fax machines and com- 
puters were as jealously guarded by the 
party apparatus as plutonium. The result? 
The Soviet Union drove itself back into the 
4^, information dark ages and lost the Cold 
jj \ War. Control ideas too harshly, and you 
s V strangle the creative forces that a modem 
s*ate needs in order to progress. Let 
v loose and all the genies are out of the 

bottles, causing 20 sorts of hell 

Ideas move history. The new contain- 
ers that new ideas come in are taken ser- 
iousiy by the governments that wish to stay 
governments. It is always instructive to 
look at the communications media that the 
state is currently most exercised to con- 
troL The means of control are not always 
-■*- those classically associated with the 4am 
bang on the door and men in black. Over 
the centuries Britain and the United 
States - non-totalitarian states with liberal 
traditions of free speech - have shown 
themselves remarkably efficient in bal- 
ancing repression and tolerance. It's a bal- 
ance that is imperilled every time a new 
k .J medium appears on the scene. 

When it appeared in the 15th century the 
printing press was subjected to immediate 
regulation. Initially in Britain it was applied 
. by the Star Chamber. Stationers’ Hall, and 
the Lord Chamberlain. In France a com- 
slex system of “privileges" or licences was 
r. :- - ^iposed. Traditionally only two poten- 
tially dangerous books, the Bible and 
Hansard, have been subjected to long-term 
control by licence in Britain. The great un>- 
v . versily presses, Oxford and Cambridge, 
established their half-millennial cultural 
. .. dominance with the Bible privilege. If 
.‘.V- you want to test the continuing strength 
'A of the Hansard monopoly, go into the vis- 
.' ~~ i tors’ gallery at Westminster with a pen- 
. . . . cil and note pad. You'fl be shaken down 
. quicker than a Yemeni going through air- 
. 1”’ port X-ray security with an Uzi in his 
underpants. 

1 T- The printing press was dangerous for 
the state in a number of ways. It allowed 
; * the Hjggpminatinn, on an unprecedentedly 
massive scale, of dissident ideas. It invaded 
die state's monopoly of “intelligence". It 
was a potent instrument of mass education, 
and a literate population (particularly a self- 
taught population) is difficult to beep in tine. 
It facilitated the circulation of subversive, 
blasphemous and pornographic materials 
* ^|U of which corroded the moral found- 
-«3ons of society and its hierarchies. 

Unlike dirigiste France, Britain quickly 

: . realised that the control of the printed word 

~ • ' was best achieved by a network of quasi- 
legal controls, working in a semi- 
autonomous way. Copyright, the most 
elegant erf laws, was devised with the Queen 
. • Anne copyright Act of 1710. The basic idea 

of copyright requires an intellectual leap 
- the notion of “immaterial property”. The 
J copyright in the words I am currently writ- 
ing, though you buy them for less than £1 

under the auspices ofTTie Independent be- 
long to me -even after 1. The Independent 



The coffee-houses of 18th century London were clearing houses for radical ideas and political gossip 


has paid me for them. 2. you have pur- 
chased them, in their material form, from 
the newsagent Repeat a substantia] part 
of this article in print and I can sue you 
for infringement of my rights; Xerox them 
and - if I am incredibly small-minded - 1 
can still act against you. What then do I 
own? The arrangement of those words. 
They can be sold a million times (in your 
dreams, Sutherland); 1 still own them. 

Copyright was, for the authorities, a 
beautiful legal instrument Convert creat- 
ivity into property and the booksellers (and 
behind them the authors) will set up the 
necessary mechanisms to control pro- 
duction and distribution. And British pub- 
lishers, as Orwell disgustedly discovered 
(when he vainly tried to get them to accept 
Animal Fbm), areby nature “gutless’YVbu 
want to know what “repressive tolerance" 
means? Look at the “bible” of the pub- 
lishing trade. The Bookseller. 

With the protections of copyright came 
another beautiful concept - that of “pub- 
lic domain". Once a work’s immediate com- 
mercial value was exhausted, its ideas 
became everybody's and nobody’s - like 
the medieval common, the open seas, and 
the skies above our heads. Shakespeare 
- the man of the millennium - belongs to 
us alL So, one day will Salman Rushdie (by 
current EU statute, 70 years after his 
death; of old age and in bed, I trust). The 
balance between copyright-protected 
works and public domain, painfully worked 
out over the half-millennium since print 
shook everything up. has served liberal 
democracies very well 

The Internet has changed everything. 
Wbrse than this, it is changing things faster 
than laws and mechanisms can be devised 
to control it The authorities are worried 
and have reason to be. There is no ques- 
tion that over the next few decades, the 
Net will destabilise states and may even 
start wars. 

The history is well known. It began, in 
the Sixties, as a military communications 
system. The Americans foresaw that a pre- 
emptive nuclear strike on Washington 
could render the US a headless giant 
“ArpaNet” was devised as a network by 
which military and government comput- 
ers could talk to each other; if only two ma- 
chines were left Since much military 
research is done on US campuses, acad- 
emics started using the network. Thus was 
e-mail born. At this point the commun- 
ications were limited to linear text 


None of this mattered to the general 
public in the Seventies. Computers were 
expensive gadgetry that only the govern- 
ment big business and universities could 
afford and only pointy-headed boffins 
could operate. Personal computers were 
as fantastic a concept as personal space 
shuttles. AD this changed in the earty Eight- 
ies when Adam Osborne in America began 
selling his “luggable" computers in Amer- 
ica with bundled software, at a price (then 
around $2,000) that the businessman and 
academic could afford. In Britain Clive Sin- 
clair began selling his little black com- 
puters at a price that the nerdy schoolboy 
could afford (around £150), if he didn't buy 
himself a BMX. 

These early affordable generations of 
computes with their 32K or 64K of Random 
Access Memoiy, were not Net-connectible. 
But RAM grew year by year, driven by the 
need for more powerful business and 
games applications. In 1991, Tim Berners- 
Lee, a scientist at Cem (the physics re- 
search centre in Geneva) devised a means 
by which images and lateral links could be 
added Hypertext was bora The initial idea 
was that the Internet (as it was now 
called) would allow scientists to exchange 
“big science" ideas and the visuals that go 
with them. 

Finally, in the late Nineties, there was 
convergence; the fat was in the fire. The 
computer available to the general public 
in High Street shops at around £1,000 was 
powerful enough to book into the Internet 
The World Wide Web was bom. It was an 
explosive conjunction that put advanced 
states in the Western World in the an- 
guished position of the KGB in 1988 or the 
Star Chamber in 1488 - how to control the 
apparently uncontrollable? 

The Wfeb is a threat in four main sec- 
tors. First it drives a coach and horses 
through copyright legislation. Judging by 
past experience, what I am now writing will 
be scanned in and on the Net tomorrow, 
zooming around between various chat- 
room subscribers. The Web is no more 
obedient to the regulations of international 
or national copyright law than the Barbary 
Coast was to His Majesty’s Customs and 
Excise officers. Everything is public dom- 
ain on the Web. And that everything is 
growing. In the very near future, it will be 
possible to scan in and download film, TV 
programmes and whole CDs. Piracy at that 
point will be uncontrollable, and rampant 
to an unprecedented degree. 


Almost every day you can read articles 
in the financial supplements wondering at 
the extraordinary “over valuation" of Net- 
related stocks on the Nasdaq list How is 
it that AOL and Yahoo! can be valued so 
highly when they haven’t turned in a 
cent's profit? Because at some point in the 
near future, there is going to be the 
biggest gold rush in history, when all that 
copyright-protected intellectual property 
(films, TV books, music) becomes freely 
available lie fully pira table as free down- 
load) cm the Web. The Klondike and the Cal- 
gary Stampede will be as nothing in 
comparison. It will be champagne for the 
holders of the right stocks. Black Monday 
1929 for the rest of the market. The de- 
stabilising implications for capitalism are 
awesome. It's unavoidable and it’s coming 
soon to a stock-market near you. 

The second danger posed by the Web 
is that having been originated in the US 
and in a community (science) where Eng- 
lish is the lingua franca, it is an extra- 
ordinarily potent instrument of imperial 
hegemony. The Web is American (which 
is why there is no national domain mark- 
er equivalent to “.uk” for their e-mail ad- 
dresses). Statistics are fluid, but something 
between 50 and 70 percent of commun- 
ications are from and to American sites. 
What then does Ibny Blair’s “National Grid 
of Learning” mean? Something equivalent 
in cultural terms, to Argentina adopting the 
dollar as its currency. 

Thirdly, and most worrying for author- 
ities, the Web makes nonsense of the 
mechanisms that are in place for control- 
ling subversive ideas. 

These assertions can be demonstrated 
by three little experiments. Sit down on 
your computer, log on to your Net service 
provider; and rail up whatever search en- 
gine it offers. Experiment One; search for 
“David Shayler". You will geta website list- 
ing for MI5’s current Enemy Number 
One. Stop at this point. Go forward, down- 
load some of David’s dodgier stuff, and you 
could find yourself in contravention of the 
Official Secrets Act- 

Experiment TWo: choose your favourite 
pop group (Oasis, Nirvana, REM). Search. 
A couple of clicks will get you to a site pro- 
viding a comprehensive library of lyrics and 
music. Stop at this point Go forward, and 
you could find yourself handling stolen 
goods. 

Experiment three; Search on “fetish", 
or “bestiality". Select among any one of the 
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10.000 porn sites for what looks “hardest”. 
Stop at this point Go forward, and you 
could find yourself on the wrong side of any 
number of laws - most seriously, the Child 
Protection Act. A judge at Cambridge 
Crown Court in passing sentence on a 
lecherous surfer on Wednesday, ruled 
that downloading images from the Net 
“amounted to making copies and breached 
the Act". The fact is, millions of Web 
users, less prudent than Independent 
readers, won’t stop. How many jaws can 
you break at your computer console? A lot 
more than you can with a motorcar and al- 
most as many as you can -with a gun. 

One of the films doing well at the 
mom ent is Enemy of the State, a paranoid 
thriller: Its narrative gimmick is that the 
new world of electronics - notably the Web 
- delivers the Orwellian nightmare of 
totalitarian control by total surveillance of 
the population. Individual liberties, de- 
pendent as they are on are individual pri- 
vacy, are doomed. 

It’s nonsense. The Web does not prin- 
cipally threaten individuals; it threatens the 
state and its rulers - just think what 
samizdats did to the Soviet Union, and 
imagine the threat posed by the Wforid Wide 
Web to the rulers of China. Even the Pres- 
ident of the United States needs to worry. 
Bill Clinton's impeachment woes are sub- 
stantially Web-driven. Matt Drudge broke 
the original stained-dress story on his site, 
when the news magazines wouldn’t handle 
it. After that, every salacious detail was 
spilled on the Web before being picked up 
by the “legitimate" press. 

As everyone outside the American Sen- 
ate realises. Clinton’s offences are venial 
peccadilloes. But what if there had been 
real presidential wrong-doing, something 
equivalent to Iran-Contra? It was Reagan's 
good fortune not to have to deal with leaks 
in cyberspace. His damage could be con- 
trolled, just After Clinton. American pres- 
idents will be nervous as cats on hot brides 
-unless, that is, some means ran be found 
to control not “the media”, but “that 
medium”. 

Those means win be found, as they al- 
ways have been in the past A new balance 
between repression and tolerance will be 
established Butin the meantime, the ride 
is going to be interestingly bumpy. 

The writer is Lord Northcliffe professor 
of modem English literature at the 
University of London 
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Homophobe of 
che week? A 

Jamie Cano. MP 
for Ipswich, the w-’.— 
man who this j 

week turned * ~ 

Hansard into a 

gav Kama Sutra. A w 7 

During the - 

Commons ’’ 7 1 

debate on the 4®- ■ 

age of consent ® 1 

he began with some rather jovial 
remarks about his own sex life, 
in which he confided that at 52, 
“sex counts for l or 2 per cent of 
ray life nowadays - on holiday, 
perhaps 5 per cent". However, 
he then went on to an obsessive 
and detailed description of 
homosexual erotic practices 
which provoked widespread 
embarrassment His distaste for 
such practices was more than 
apparent. Now. there's one 
politician who'll never get 
shafted 

Nazi pigeon of che 
week 

Nazi-trained 
homing mr 
pigeons were ■ •; . 

the target of 
British covert 
operations A- -cr- 
during the last war. according to 
some recently released MIS 
files. Heinrich Himmler 
mass murderer and president of 
the German National Pigeon 
Society, had the bright idea of 
recruiting these birds to carry 
intelligence from German 
sympathisers in England Our 
spies got to find this out from 
“captured pigeon personnel". 

The shabby Nazi plan was 
thwarted by the Army Pigeon 
Service Special Section, 
comprising two patriotic 
peregrine falcons. Indeed a 
couple of pigeons were 
captured, and the secret files 
note that “Both birds are now 
prisoners of war and are 
working hard at breeding 
English pigeons." 

Never in the field of conflict 
has so much been owed by so 
many to so few birds of prey. 

Criminal of 

the 

week 

Have you 
seen this cut- I ' 
out? Staffordshire 
Police have had 
some trouble M ^ 
tracking the ^ 

“flat-cap robber”. He has been 
holding up banks, but his 
nondescript appearance has 
helped him to evade detection. 
The police have now resorted to 
carting this life-size cardboard 
cut-out around shopping malls. 
Keep 'em peeled 

Beetle of the week 

Have you seen this insect? The 
Asian longhorn beetle — . 
is extremely ^ ( 

destructive and j \ \ 

capable of f * j 

wiping out many 
of our e~ 

trees, 

A , /such as 

' ^the horse 

• chestnut 
'and the willow. It 
must be found Anyone can join 
the Insect Service Special- 
Section. Here is a life-size cut- 
out to help you... 

Image of the week 

At a rally for Catholic youth 
during his visit to the United 
States, Pope John Paul □ was 
presented with a St Louis Blues 
hockey stick and jersey. Nice to 
see that the pontiff hasn't lost 
his sense of humour. 


Jv 




Holden: Ab-Fkb lifestyle 


WENDY HOLDEN lived the Ab-Fab 
lifestyle on Toiler maga zi ne and 
decided to draw on the torrid, solip- 
sistic world she discovered there for 
her recent novel. Simply Divine. As 
a result she has now found herself 
the subject of the same glossy pages; 
she has become the literary equiv- 
alent of an It Giri, gracing the pages 
of tabloid and broadsheet alike. The 
media attention may be because the 
subject is dose to rnaqy a journalist’s 
heart and they are curious to deter- 
mine whether in fact, they make an 
appearance in the book. Wendy, 
however; claims that it was due to 
her willingness to be proactive in 
publicising the book, “and the feet 
thflt there wasn’t a third world war 
going on. Pius January is a miser- 


able time and I think people want 
glamour and fun." 

Is the book really a roman-d-def? 
No. I don’t think that is what people 
are interested in really. It’s meant 
to be good fun and a jolly read, a bit 
of a romp. 

That’s what the average reader is 


Absolutely. I don’t think the public 
is anxious to read about journalists 
in London. I think they just want to 
read something that's fun. 

But you did draw on your own 
media experience? 

Oh, sure. But it was such good 
material. The really bizarre thing* 


COLD CALL 

Sally Chatterton rings 
Wendy Holden 


in the book were too bizarre to 
make up. But the characters are only 
a malgama tions of different people 
rather than portraits of real people 
I knew and worked with. 

Are you consciously mocking the 
fashion business? 

Well, yes. Of course there is a cer- 
tain amount of mockery. But there 
is a fine line between mockery and 
celebration. 


You are always looking for the new 
rather than enjoying the present in 
fashion. Does that make it a bit 
unsatisfying? 

Well I quite eqjoyed all the “What’s 
the new black? What’s the new gar- 
dening". It all struck me as being 
rather good fun. 

Does that constant desperation for 
strnidhmgnewandbr^d^meOie 
Nineties reader? 


I think people on magazines pro- 
bably think that’s what people want 
to know. But I think they only want 
to read about it It doesn't define 
their lifestyle. 

What defines the Nineties woman? 
TOsII, no one thing, realty. I suppose 
we know more about more things . 
We're far more pressurised these 
days. Ybu know - career, lurve. We 
have to be superstars on all fronts. 
Everything we do has to be a 
success. 

Why do you think that is the case? 
Fm not entirety sure but I would say 
that we have witnessed a fesdnating 
progression from the terribly 
serious feminist in the Seventies, to 


the careerist power-shouldered, 
ball-breaking women of the Eighties, 
to the typical Nineties women who 
would certainly seem to be a rather 
harmless party girl 

You would characterise Nineties 
women as being harmless? 

1 think the It Girls are symbols of our 
age. They’ve made a fortune out of 
being famous for being famous. 
They’ve got a lot out of life. 

What will die millennium heroine 
be Wee? 

I hope the stereotype of the unhap py 
single girl will die. Hopefully she'll 
stop thinking in a gender specific 
way. In fact I think that she’ll be a 
go-getter. 
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I made the front page 


MY WEEK 


OK, so I’m a 

sheep. So what? 
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Six days IN THE LIFE OF ARTHUR EDWARDS, 58, THE SUN’S ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHER, WHO THIS WEEK 
SNAPPED PRINCE CHARLES AND CAMILLA PARKER BOWLES TOGETHER IN PUBLIC FOR THE FIRST TIME 


Sunday 

Go to Sandringham to photograph the 
Queen Mother on her way to church. It’s 
a lovely shot, as she is holding the Duke 
of Edinburgh's ana, I don’t think the pic- 
ture will be strong enough, though- The 
journey from Brentwood to Sandringham 
is a 200-mile round trip and I'm tired. 


Monday 

Find out that the Queen Mother was 
rushed to hospital yesterday with a nose- 
bleed. My picture has gone in - not because 
it's a nice picture, but because it’s a good 
story (the Duke of Edinburgh has been 
cropped out of it). 

I go to the office to do some planning 
with the picture editor. We want the 
best people with the best digital equipment 
for Thursday. I have known for some 
time that Charles and Camilla will be 
appearing together. I have always wanted 
to do this picture and am really pleased that 
Charles may finally be allowed to live 
like a normal human being. Later; 1 
drive to Wolverhampton to meet tire 
reporter; John Hepburn, to cover a crime 
story. In the evening, me and John go to 
an Italian restaurant. 


Tuesday 

Visit Stafford police HQ for a photo shoot 
and afterwards wire the photographs back 
from the police canteen. I make my way 
back home for about 6.30 to watch Leices- 
ter City beat Sunderland. After the match, 
I check on the Internet to see if my team, 
West Ham, have signed up Paulo Di Camo, 
but I can't find anything so I have an early 
night I know the Charles and Camilla story 
is going to break tomorrow. 


Wednesday 

Get up early and make my way to the Ritz 
hotel. stopping off quickly at the office to 
pick up some more ladders and another 
photographec Wie are the first to put up our 
ladders at around 10 past 10, and there are 
already a few others marking out spots for 
themselves. I go to a nearby hardware shop 
to bqy some extra ladders, so we have six 
in total. Later, I return to the office to do 
some more planning. 

I check into the Ritz, and have dinner 
with Charles Rae - the food is fantastic. I 
have a seafood starter - scallops and lob- 
ster. followed by halibut, which is 
sensational. I am teetotal, so just 



freezing. With six of us there is always 
someone around to keep an eye on the 
ladders. In between interviews I chat 
with my mates . There are over 120 ladders, 
so there are always plenty of people to 
speak to. 

I hope to God it's my picture that 
everyone wffi be looking at tomorrow. Earn 
quietly confident that it will be, but it worft 
be the end of the worid if my picture doesrft 
appeac AH six of The Sun's photographers 
will be busting a gut to get the best 
picture for the paper - there are no stars 
here tonight 

I get to the pen at about 6.15 to wait for 
Camilla. With so maiy photographers it can 
be quite frantic, but everyone manages to 
keep very cooL Camilla turns up late at 
about quarter to nine, she walks straight 
in and 1 can tell she's nervous. I go quick- 
ly to a local pub for a cheeseburger - it’s 
horrible, I can't eat it I go back to the pen 
and Charles arrives at 10.15. 1 think “Oh 
God, another hour to go," but the hour just 
flies by. 

While I wait I'm becoming very tense 
and start to feel a cramp in my hands. They 
both come out together just before mid- 
night I’ve decided to shoot it tight which 
means to go infer their heads - this takes 
a lot of courage at this time of night with 
so fitfle fight AB the photographers are very 
disciplined and the whole thing is over in 
a blue I only shoot one roll of film, there’s 

QO timf> to changft it 

- After they get in the can Fm so excited 
that I jump over the barrier and run to my 
room to start processing the film. I finish 
at L30 and go to the Ritz bar for a Coca- 
Cola- it costs about £3, but I feel The Sun 
can afford it X can't relax because Fm so 
tense, so I soak for half an hour in the bath 
before going to bed. 


THE CAR radio was tuned to Radio 3 
as I hunted for a parking space 
outside the pi ™™i l and a hard-boiled 

New York writer was reading an 

extract from her latest book. I quickly 


Park life 


Arthur Edwards gets a ringside seat at the Ritz 


Peter Macdiarmid 


have water and then a cup of tea. I watch 
News at Ten and then Newsrught, but its 
a bit boring so 1 go to bed. 


Thursday 

Wake up at 5 and have haddock and 
poached eggs. I do about 40 interviews 
throughout the day. Most are done from the 


pen, but I do a couple of radio interviews 
in my hotel room. It's tiring, but the paper 
likes' me to do it Fm feeling a bit stressed 
but Fll be all right later on. 1 think you've 
got to be in this kind of mood to get the best 
results. It will all be over in a flash. During 
the day. we take it in turns to leave the pen 
- mainly just to thaw out, my feet are 


Friday 

I am thrilled that ny picture has made page 
one, even ifit is only m one edition. Fm^ad 
the job is done and out of the way as Fve 
been hyped up for weeks; everything else 
has been secondary. I feel contented now 
it's all oven I really fancy a bacon sandwich 
and go to a greasy spoon round the comet 
Later I go to photograph Charles at a youth 
project in Stevenage. In the evening I chill 
out with my wife mid go to bed eariy. Tve 
had a hefl of a good week and I fed Fve done 
a good job. 

Interview by Daisy Price 


I ^dLLlCICu wail ouv itw r ■ ^ 

her future with some hip bloke in his 
early twenties. In fact, just the kind of 
guy i was myself in that New York 
year filed away among my memories, 
when I packed fruit and vegetables on 
a street stall in Harlem, cooked 
shepherd's pie (how late-Nineties 
ironic, and this was the eariy 
Eighties) in a live-jazz gay ban and 
hung out at the legendary Mud Club. 

“At 40,” the writer read on (and Fm 
paraphrasing from memory), ^oull 
be a couch potato, falling asleep in 
your c omfo rtable chain too tired to 
rough-house any more...” 

I congratulated myself smugly at 
having avoided this description, 
neatly side-stepping the fact that I 
have recently cultivated the habit of 

I taking 40 winks in the early afternoon. 
Napping is naff, I agree, lady writer. 
But toe Mediterranean-style siesta, 
now re-branded as the power snooze, 
is sophisticated, sexy even. And in the 
year of the euro, it’s my contribution 
to practical European integration - 
part of my campaign to eat like an 
Italian, pay tax lflng a Frenchman, 
takft holidays like a German, and 
siesta like a Sevillano. 

As for ray failure to “rough-house", 
I think i detect a transatlantic double 
entendre. , but I'll settle for protesting 
that anyone with two sons has more 
than enough of that sort of behaviour 
to put up with, (hank you very much. 

“On"’ she continued, “you’ll become 
one of those middle-aged men who 
tries desperately to make up for the 
sports he missed out on in his youth, 
and frequently turns up in cycling 

I shorts on inappropriate occasions.” 
Hold on, lady, do you know me from 
somewhere? Am 1 that transparent, 
4,000 miles, five time zones and the 
Atlantic Ocean away? And anyway, I 
never go to the supermarket in 
cycling shorts, or arrive at (firmer 
parties, or visit relatives in hospital. I 
wear them for cycling, for which they 
are eminently appropriate. As for 
catching up with the sports I missed 
3 out on... Well, in my youth I was far 
jj too busy getting down on the dance 
P floor and hanging out at the bar to 
have time or energy for much else. 




LOOCt* 

Houw 


BRUCE 

MILLAR 


No one litas to be reduced to an - 

advertiser’s market share or a pop j 
sociologist’s acronym. When the 

Young Urban Professional was first 

identified and satirised in the 
Eight ies, we frequently overheard 
yuppies complaining at the tops of ; . •; 
their voices about “bloody yuppie • _. ^ 
We like to see ourselves as . : • ; . 
individuals, with unique tastes and 
experiences, when all the evidence® ; _. 
that we are sheep following the flock.;^ 
A good thing too, in many ways; if I ■ .$ 
were the only sedentary office worker ^ 
in central London who wanted to pfay| 
squash in my lunch break, there ■ Jj 
would be no squash club available for g 
me within 10 minutes’ walk of 500 ’g 
potential opponents- '.*? 

But no amount of rationale can ' 
expunge the shudder that passed i 

thr ough me when I beard that radio 

show. The thought that I can be Jj 

slotted so neatly into a box with 'ylj 
hundreds of Manhattan men nudging g 
their middle years and probably tens g 
of thousands more in towns and dties".^ 
all over the world, only to be 'Va 
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skewered in the acid prose of some :.j 


f>eW 


female Tom Woolf, will haunt my 
hours of exercise for weeks to come. 

So next time I go to New York, cm. 
some family package ticket, will I 
proudly pull on my cycling shorts and ; 
marrh into the Mud Club? Wifl I 
rough-house on the lounge-bar floor 
with my two sons, shouting “Get lost, • ■ 
yuppie scum” at anyone who dares to 
glance my way, just in case there’s a 
hard-boiled woman writer in there 
somewhere, taking mental notes? Fm 
afraid not HI be the bloke in the 
battered leather jacket rescued from 
a suitcase in the attic, sipping a 
solitary Dos Equis beer for one more 
trip down memory lane. I wonder how: 
many of us will be there too. - 
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Aries — Creative, 

ada p table, ambitious and 
sometimes hot-headed. 

Aries people long for the 
luxuries In life. 

Com patib ility: Leo, Sagittarius 
and Aries. 
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Club Sirius the Introduction Agency for fhe 
intelligent, articulate and well educated. 
10,000 members nation-wide must be right! 
Choose from our entire database before you 
decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holidays. 
Call for □ Free Information Pack on 

0800 542 3000 


3:30cm -10:30pm 7 days a week or write to 
FREEPOST 305 London EC1B 1SY. 

Visit our Website http://VAvw.clubsirius.com 
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S»#~\ i * ,1 The latest art heist reveals museums and collectors are vulnerable to a new breed of gun-toting gangs. By Mary Braid 
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L ast weekend two 
armed men. calling 
themselves Bert and 
Tony, burst into York 
City Gallery. and 
bound and gagged 
four staff before making off with LI m 
worth or pointings. The curator. 
Richard Green, said the theft of 2 b 
'P works of art by men wielding a 
pistol and sawn-off shotgun, was the 
"darkest day" in the gallery's iou- 
vear history. The art world" fretted 
over the implications of the theft but 
opinion was divided. Were the 
thieves professionals, ora couple of 
hicks who would not know a 
Constable from a Warhol? 

Early reports claimed that police 
believed the raiders were “stealing 
to order" - that they knew what they 
were looking for ar.d may have had 
links with drug gangs. Ports and air- 
ports were alerted to stop the paint- 
ings. including a 1\imer watercolour 
1 pictured! and two works by the Ital- 
ian master Bartolommeo, being 
spirited abroad. 

North Yorkshire police, however, 
are sceptical about the thieves’ 
organised crime links. Charles Hill, 
the former head of the Metropolitan 
Police's art and antiques squad - and 
now a risk manager with the art 
, \ insurers Nordslern - points out 
*‘ y that the criminals stole 120 from one 
of the gallery staff after the getaway 
car ran out of petrol. “These are 
probably two dumbos from Don 
caster." he says. “The most stupid 
thing a criminal can do is to steal a 
famous painting. They are almost 
impossible to sell on." 

Old masters occasionally rum 
up in bin bags outside police stations, 
or are ransomed back to galleries by 
thieves after tailing to flog them. Mr 
Hill believes the Turner is probably 
lying “on the top of a wardrobe some- 
where in York or Doncaster”. 

Mark Daliymple. a fine art loss 
adjuster and chairman of the 
- ..^Council for the Prevention of Art 
Theft, says the York paintings are 
likely by now to be acting as collat- 
eral in criminal deals. An estimated 
£500m worth of paintings, fine art 
and antiques is stolen every year in 


Britain, and £3bu worth is stolen 
world-wide. It may be near impos- 
sible to sell a stolen masterpiece, but 
the big names keep going walkabout 

Among those on the international 
missing list are 335 Picassos, 271 
Miros and 230 Clia galls. An investi- 
gation inlo organised crime in Italy 
revealed that Caravaggio's Atlura- 
tiem, stolen in 19C9. was passed 
between a series of Mafia bosses 
before being destroyed. According 
to Mr Daliymple. something similar 
is happening in Britain. 

Jn his fight to recover paintings, 
Mr Dalryniple. working closely with 
the police, offers rewards for infor- 
mation and cultivates connections 
in the criminal underworld. Among 


* These are two dumbos 
from Doncaster. 

The most stupid thing 
you can do is steal 
a famous painting’ 


a liost of missing treasures, he is cur 
renlly pursuing two Turners fwoilh 
£24 m> stolen in 1994 in Frankfurt 
while on loan from London's Tate 
Gallery, and a Titian (worth l'6m> 
stolen in 1995 from the Marquis of 
Bath's Longleat estate. He says he 
knows from criminal connections 
that one of the missing works of art 
- he will not say which - has figured 
in a series of criminal deals. 

That is not to say that those who 
do the stealing know anything about 
art. He recalls a recent break-in al 
a private home when a £750,000 
Kandinsky was passed, over in 
favour of a £10.000 painting sharing 
the same walL 

Stolen art can change hands 
quickly. It is sold for cash - at a frac- 
tion of its open-market value - then 
swapped for drugs or used as col- 
lateral for loans. Despite the 
criminal world's growing affection 
for works of art however armed rob- 
beries on galleries are still so rare 
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Turner’s ‘Rievaulx Abbey’: one of the paintings stolen in the armed raid on York City Gallery 


that the memory lingers. The most 
famous, an attack on Sir John 
Soane's gallery in London in the 
Eighties, was a bloody affair. Police 
were waiting for the gang and, in the 
gunfight which ensued, one robber 
was killed Bullet holes still decorate 
the gallery entrance. 

More recently - in 1997 - Russell 
Grant-McVicar. son of the famous 
former bank robber John McVicac 
held up a London gallery at gunpoint 
before running off with Picasso's 
Tete de Femme, worth £650,000. 


Perhaps any operation in which the 
getaway car is a taxi is bound to faiL 
Just 10 days latec Peter ScotL the 
celebrated “gentleman thief", who 
famously boasted that he once stole 
Sophia Loren's knickers as well as 
her jewels, was arrested frying to 
sell the painting on. 

Mr Daliymple says the York raid 

- just three weeks after an armed 
attack on an Oxford Street gallery 

- “is a sign that the gangs are 
getting bolder". Pictures of the York 
paintings will soon be circulated by 


Trace, an art industry body which 
works with the police to recover art 
and antiques. They will join 100,000 
other treasures on the database. 

Overall recovery rates, says Mr 
Daliymple. remain “pjtifiifly” low Ka- 
trina Burroughs of ’Race says art is 
seen as a soft target. With police re- 
sources scarce, the industry' fries to 
help itself In March it will launch a 
new “due diligence'’ code, backed by 
government which will place more 
onus on dealers to establish that the 
works they buy are not stolen. 


Ross Parry 

Of course, the successful art thief 
does not steal an old master. It is the 
“second division" works - paint- 
ings. docks, furniture, silverware, 
not well known but very valuable - 
which bring profits with least risk. 
They are housed in poorly secured 
municipal galleries, country houses 
and private homes all over Britain. 
Hie elderly, often physically or men- 
tally vulnerable and with no idea how 
valuable their possessions have 
become, are major prey. 

Robert HeaL 94. remembers “the 


woman from social services” who 
came to call last year, to check be 
was being looked aftec Mr Heal was 
physically fine but. widowed just the 
year before, chronically lonely. 

“She was very nice," says the 
retired architect “I told her all of my 
contemporaries had died off and it 
was hard to make new friends.” 

The social worker came with an 
assistant Perhaps callous crime 

requires a dark sense of humour but 

she told Mr Heal the assistant would 
handle any heavy furniture which 
needed moving. During a later visit 
she drugged Mr Heal with sleeping 
pills, and her assistant moved 
selected pieces into a waiting van. 
“When I woke up I went to check the 
time," Mr Heal says. “But the grand- 
father clock was gone." So was a 
Mary and William cabinet other 
antique furniture and a valuable 
early- 19th-century painting. 

Charlene Davis, 41, and her 
boyfriend Duncan Cousins, 34, an 
antiques dealer were jailed for seven 
years. Police insisted at first that the 
theft at Mr Heal’s was an isolated 
case, until an officer in another area 
spotted similarities with local crimes 
. Investigations led to the couple 
being convicted of thefts in 400 
houses, all over Britain, involving 
£6m worth of art and antiques. 

This case shows how easily stolen 
works can still pass through res- 
pectable art tirdes. Mr Heal's stolen 
picture passed through the hands of 
four unsuspecting art dealers, 
including David Collins, the 
paintings expert from the Antiques 
Roadshow, before being traced to 
South Carolina. 

Last week's events must have left 
Municipal art galleries with an acute 
st:ise of vulnerability. They have 
probably never considered them- 
selves targets for gun-toting gangs. 
Many galleries - tike York City - do 
not even have their works insured. 
In accordance with council policy 
they take a "calculated risk”. 

“We just never envisaged some- 
thing like this." says Richard Green, 
the gallery's curator for more than 
20 years. “One fears a new chapter 
tin art thefts > may be opening up.” 
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We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose yunr Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons. Monkwell. 
Osborne and Little. Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upbolstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! 




We will beat any other price of a comparable quality jl 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St-, 
Hackney London E8 3SE (Nr Well SL) 
Tel: 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 
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20% off 

a gift subscription to 

the Erotic 
|this Valentine’s Day. 

no. Erotic Review is the most talked about monthly 
_ magazine in Britain. It's wittier than The Spectator, 
| more erudite than The Economic and goes treyond 
£ the top shelf. Subscribe now and save 20% off tbe 
3 cover price. That's the next 10 issues for a paltry 
5 £20. It’s perfect for Valentine's Day (and any other 
day of tbe week too). Piees* note for orer 18s only. 
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Lady Glendevon 


AS THE only child of William Som- 
erset Maugham, perhaps the cen- 
tury’s grumpiest writer, and Syrie, 
his* wife turned society decorator. 
Liza Glendevon's life was compli- 
cated even before its conception. As 
the First World War was declared 
and Maugham left England for 
France i where he would meet and 
foil in love with the disastrous Ger- 
ald Haxton). Syrie, then still mar- 
ried to Henry Wellcome, became 
pregnant and Maugham accepted 
responsibility. In the event, Syrie 
Wellcome miscarried; a second 
pregnancy quickly followed, and 
produced their daughter, Elizabeth 
Mary, by emergency Caesarean, on 
5 May 1915. 

Maugham married her mother 
hvo years lateq in Jersey City. As 
Bryan Connon notes in Somerset 
and All the Maughams (1966), 
Maugham's attitude to his daughter 
would ever be complex; his wife 
would later accuse him. “When you 
asked me to have a child, you said 
you wanted a child but you lied: you 
didn’t want a child, you only want- 
ed to be a father.” His daughter's 
birth seemed to underline the threat 
Maugham felt from women. He 
wrote to a friend, congratulating him 
on the birth of his son. "We can all 
write books, but it is given to but few 
to produce a male chfld. 1 have 
□ever been able to manage more 
than a daughter." 

The Maughams' doomed match 
soon came apart Separated in 1925. 
the couple divorced four years later 
Syrie Maugham was given £600 per 
annum to bring up their daughter. 
She tried to ignore her ex- 
husband's vindictiveness, according 
to David Herbert’s Second Son 
(1972). for Liza’s sake: “Syrie was de- 
termined to show him she could earn 
her own living and support both her- 
self and their beloved daughter . . .” 

Her mother's strange state - 
somewhere between hostess and 
businesswoman - introduced Liza, 
as she became known (after her fa- 
ther's best-selling novel Lisa of 
Lambeth*, to the glitterati of the day. 
potential customers for Syrie & Co’s 
trademark limed Louis Quinze 
chairs and plush lambskin carpets. 
7! .S' was the environment in which 
Li.!,: .Maugham grew up: Noel Cow- 
ard 'who called her Liza Boo eom- 


•i.'J-ItiS TOWLER. whr- .as Chair- 

r. of the Transport ' teens Con- 
■ulialive Committee f • Yorkshire 
iron 1979 to 1985 and • all North- 
east England. 19B5-87 was a man 
•i: •strongly independ: nt mind. He 
represented railway passengers in 
a skilled and high-profile way, and 
played a crucial role in the 1980s in 
saving From closure the Settle and 
Carlisle railway. 

Bob Cryer. the late MP for Keigh- 
ley. described him as “a 19th-century' 
Whig with a radical edge". Towler 
was recognised by press and public 
across the North of England as the 
strongest-everoffidal defender of rail 
users, while being seen by some (but 
not all) British Rail managers, and 
by Conservative ministers, as an un- 
welcome persistent critic. He enjoyed 
recounting how one told him, “The 
trouble with you is that you travel on 
too many trains." Managers, he re- 
alised, did not travel on their trains 
enough. His approach to public 
transport needs of ordinary people 
remains of central importance in the 
era of the Labour government's 
“New Deal for the Railways". 

Until Tender's appointment in 
1979, BR had had an easy ride from 
the “toothless watchdog" commit- 
tees. He dramatically raised the 
Yorkshire TUCC’s profile and ended 
its subservience to BR. breaking a 
practice that had given the TUCC a 
poor reputation in the Beeching 
era for not resisting closures. 


during the Fifties and Sixties, 
Oswald Jones photographed both 
the up-and-coming and the arrived 
of the London arts world; his list of 
portraits reads like a page from 
Who's Who. 

Among his subjects were the 
playwrights Brendan Behan, Bern- 
ard Hops. Michael Hastings, J.R 
Donleavy. John Osborne and Andrew 
Sinclair. The novelists included 
Doris Lessing, Bernice Rubens, 
Colin Wilson, Henry Williamson, 
Lynn Reid Banks, Eva Flges, Ray- 
mond Williams, Laura Del Rivo, 
Ann Quin and Alan Burns. There 
were actors and theatre critics, 
musicians, composers, poets, car- 
toonists, art dealers, a film director 
or two, comedians, politicians and 
even one photographer - John 
Deakin. Much of his work was 
commissioned - Joan Plowright on 
stage at the Royal Court, and 
Norman Wisdom for the Daily Mail 


posing songs in her mother's house, 
Cecil Beaton photographing her, 
and Beverly Nichols gossiping about 
her. “Liza is a perfect darling," ef- 
fused Beaton of the 13-year-old. “I 
adore her. She is unique, wise, so- 
phisticated and yet very childish." 
David Herbert declared unequivo- 
cally that Syrie’s “adoration of Liza 
was touching and her whole life 
revolved around her". 

Photographed in a characteristi- 
cally Surreal pose by Madame 
Yevonde in 1935 - displaying her 
ivoiyskm and bright blue eyes -Liza 
Maugham remained firmly in the 
fashion spotlight. She dressed with 
such outre designers of the day as 
Charles James, gave numerous in- 
terviews, and, when on one occasion 
she drove in a sports car through 
London, it was reported in a news- 
paper under the headline “Hatless 
in Berkeley Square" as a daring fash- 
ion gesture. 

In 1936 she married Vincent Par- 
avicini, son of the Swiss Minister to 
the Court of St James, at St Mar- 


of the writer; Maugham pronounced 
him "a most beautiful young man". 

A son was born in October 1937: 
“Liza t hinks herself very clever to 
have produced a son and she wants 
to call him Nicholas Somerset," 
noted her father. While her husband, 
now a naturalised British subject, 
served in the Pacific and Italy, she 
spent the war in the US (like her fa- 
ther), staying with the Doubledays 
on Long Island where she contact- 
ed measles, pneumonia and chicken- 
pox whilst pregnant with her second 
child. (Resentful relatives of the 
Doubledays would knock on her 
bedroom door and say, “Don't you 
knowyou are going to die? Of course 
you are. I heard the doctor say so.”) 
She survived, gave birth to a daugh- 
ter; C amilla , in March 1941, and 
went to work in the British Library 
of information in New York. 

She also visited Hollywood, where 
she was taken out by Errol Flynn, 
who dined her on wild boar killed 
with a bow and arrow, while a 
bulging-eyed Bette Davis cornered 


When she drove in a sports car through 
London , it was reported in a newspaper 
under the headline ‘ Hatless in Berkeley 
Square ? as a daring fashion gesture 


garet’s. Westminster. “Is it a C.B. 
Cochran first night?" mused the Ex- 
press's “William Hickey". “No, it’s an 
issue of Vogue come to life." Dressed 
by Schiaparelli, she was “bride of the 
month", surrounded by royalty, aris- 
tocracy, Osbert Sitwell. Elsie de 
Wolfe and Marie Tempest At the re- 
ception at the Swiss Legation, a cake 
designed by Oliver Messel was the 
centrepiece. Maugham's wedding 
present was a portfolio of shares, a 
house near Henley, and the lease of 
15 Wilton Street - which had been 
decorated by Syrie. 

The couple honeymooned in the 
■Villa Mauresque. lent to them by 
Maugham for the occasion. He ap- 
peared to approve of the match: Par- 
avicini was considered one of the 
best-looking men in London and as 
Ted Morgan records in his biography 


her at a cocktail party and told her, 
“Please do thank your dadcty for Mil- 
dred; it was like having an acting 
textbook to guide me" - Davis's ap- 
pearance in the film version of 
Maugham's Of Human Bandage 
had established her as a star. 

Liza and her son and daughter re- 
turned to England in 1944. Par- 
avidni, now a lieutenant-colonel in 
an armoured-car unit serving in New 
Guinea, had proved a gambler and 
a drinker when he returned to the 
US in 1943. suffering from malaria. 
After Liza and her children re- 
turned to England the following 
vean the couple divorced. In 1948 she 
married Lord John Hope, the 36- 
y ear-old son of the second Marquess 
of Linlithgow, a stolid Conservative 
politician who would take the title of 
Baron Glendevon in 1964 after ser- 


James Towler 



‘Whig with a radical edge' 


An early success was the trans- 
fer of diesel High Speed Trains on 
to the Sheffield -London route, left 
out of Intercity modernisation in the 
1970s' “The Age of the Train" under 
Sir Peter Parker. Working with 
Sheffield City Council, Towler cajoled 
BR out of a “Waiting for Godot" 
stance that only electrification of the 
Midland Main Line would bring bet- 
ter services. Subsequently he did 
much to encourage growth in West 
and South Yorkshire local rail ser- 
vices, working to smooth over diffi- 
culties between the local Passenger 
Transport Executives and BR 
With the contentious SerpeU Re- 
port on Railway finances publish- 
ing options for major network 


cutbacks in 1982. closures were no 
longer off the agenda. Towler's TUCC 
found itself handling objections to the 
axing of the Sheffieid-Penistone- 
Huddersfield line serving south 
Pennine communities, and of the 
Goole swmgbridge. which would have 
cut the main line from the south into 
Hull. Both continued in service after 
negotiation with local authorities, 
Towler working behind the scenes. 

When Towler first faced up to 
BRte proposed closure of the Settle- 
Carlisle line, the 72-mile “finest 
scenic route in England", there was 
a sense of doom over rural railways. 
There were few at first who believed 
it could be saved. 

Tbwler's crucial role was that he 
slowed down the process by chal- 
lenging BR to produce justification 
for closure, which it never could, and 
bought time for the national move- 
ment to gather to save the line. He 
found legal faults in BR's procedures, 
and closure notices were reissued 
more than once: what he called the 
“Battle of the Small Print". And he 
rigorously and relentlessly pre- 
sented the facts of a complex and 
controversial public issue to an 
impatient, often indifferent and 
largely ignorant government. 

While more politically favoured 
chairmen were regularly re- 
appointed Towler was refused a new 
term at the height of his reputation 
in March 1987, causing angry Com- 
mons exchanges. He had taken his 


committee's legal powers and duty 
seriously, and it had "strongly and 
emphatically'’ recommended the 
closure of the Settle-Carlisle line be 
refused. Both BR and the Depart- 
ment of Transport wanted him out: 
a hapless consumer affairs minister 
Lord Lucas, obliged 

.After his report to ministers in De- 
cember 1986 and his subsequent 
sacking, he was elected Chairman 
of the Railway Development Society 
in Yorkshire, cheerfully describing 
his job as having been privatised He 
carried on in his polite, patient but 
determined way, speaking for pas- 
sengers and fighting to save the 
Settle-Carlisle line. After a confused 
attempt by the Government in 1988 
to “privatise or close" it Paul Chan- 
non. the Transport Secretary, ha- 
rassed by a set of transport disasters, 
refused closure on 16 April 1989. 
Towler told the story in The Battle 
for the Settle & Carlisle (1990). 

Towler lived to see the reversal 
of rail cutbacks: the Settle-Carlisle 
line now carries modern local trains 
serving reopened Dales stations 
and is again being heavily used by 
freight Less happQy. he watched the 
emasculation of the TUCC after his 
dismissal, initially by weaker ap- 
pointments. Their reorganisation 
in the 1994 rail privatisation led to 
imposition of a deadening bureau- 
cracy and departure of staff and 
members knowledgeable about rail- 
ways. In July 1998 it was. however. 


Oswald Jones 


- though many of his subjects 
were friends. 

He was brought up in the London 
Welsh world, born to a Welsh father 
and a Scottish mother in Paddington 
in 1929. At an early age he acquired 
a box camera. Later he enrolled at 
the Regent Street Polytechnic School 
of Photography and did his Nation- 
al Service in the RAF. “I wanted to 
be a photographer so they made me 
a mechanic,’' he later remarked. 

After National Service he joined 
the staff of Condd Nast, where he 
enjoyed working on architectural 
features, but avoided fashion pho- 
tography. He left in the early 1960s, 
to work from a studio in St John's 
Wood, (it was there he met Michael 
Hastings, then a road sweeper.) 

Jones’s photographs appeared 
in the national papers and maga- 
zines and a shot of Brendan Behan 
in a pub in Blackheath provided an 
early break. The writer had refused 


to allow the American Irving Penn 
to photograph him - and bawled him 
out of the pub - as the latter had re- 
fused an offer of a pint Jones turned 
up an hour later and got both. The 
American and British editions of 
Vogue used the picture - the Amer- 
icans paid him $100, the British £5. 

Ftir much of the 1960s he worked 
on documentaries in Africa and 
Turkey for British television. He 
and his colleagues came under fire 
in Angola while on patrol with the 
Portuguese army. They were later 
arrested as, being bearded, they 
were assumed to be Cubans. 

In Zanzibar he photographed Che 
Guevara surrounded by bodyguards. 
“I did notapproach too closely." Che 
was there to support the revolution 
against the Sultan. A year later 
Jones had talks in Dar-WSalaam 
with rebels from the Congo with a 
view to photographing the conflict 
there. This came to nothing. Manvof 


the South African mercenaries in the 
conflict were also bearded and one 
leaned across the table and said to 
Jones, “It will have to come off." 

When he returned to London in 
the 1970s the freelance market had 
collapsed and he taught architec- 
tural photography at Guildford 
School of Art He was based for mudi 
of the time at Rolston in Hereford, 
moving to Capel-y-ffin, Powys, where 
a loose artistic community had 
emerged He settled in Abergavenny 
in the early 1980s and worked on the 
Abergavenny Chronicle 1984-85, until 
cataracts forced his retirement 

Inspired by Schubert's Winter- 
reise , Ossie Jones published a col- 
lection of photos with poetry by 
Frances Horovitz and Roger Garfitt 
as an act of homage to South Wales. 
Winterreise: an exhibition of land- 
scape photographs by Oswald Jones 
1 1982 > accompanied an exhibition at 
Canterbury Cathedral. In 1997, an 
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vice in the Commonwealth and Scot- 
tish Offices. A son, Julian (the pre- 
sent Lord Glendevon), was born in 
1950; another; Jonathan, in 1952. 

Syrie Maugham died in July 1955, 
nursed tty her daughter, her death 
“heralded Willie's decline into se- 
nility” as Connon writes. The year 
before Maugham had formed a com- 
pany to take over the Villa Mau- 
resque and given Liza the shares. 
This legal ruse now became, in his 
mind, a means by which he would be 
thrown out of his own home. It was 
just one example “of a childish il- 
logicality influenced and encouraged 
by Alan Searie [WSMte secretary and 
lover whom he would adopt as a son] 
who saw Lizaas a rival and feared 
for his financial future after Willie's 
death . . ."According to Searie, Willie 
wrote a new will each week. 

Relations reached a nadir in 1962 
with the imminent publication of 
Maugham's memoirs. Looking 
Back, in which it was rumoured he 
denied - “in a characteristically 
reptilian statement" as Rebecca 
West saw it - paternity of Liza. He 
did not but he did declare her to be 
illegitimate. Scarcely had tins furore 
died down when, insisting he was 
□ear penury, Maugham sold 35 
paintings at Sotheby's: unfortu- 
nately, nine of them had been as- 
signed to Liza in return for her 
signing away rights to his royalties. 

She could not understand what 
had turned her father against her. 
“Dearest Daddy, you are making me 
quite miserable by refusing to see 
me . . . How can you suddenly turn 
on me when I have done absolute- 
ly nothing? - The situation may have 
been explained by a bitter comment 
made by Maugham to Man Searie: 
“The trouble with those two lithe 
John Hopesl is that they're too 
damned happy*'; and by the fact that 
Maugham was already suffering 
the effects of Alzheimer's. 

Partly persuaded by her hus- 
band. Liza Hope sued Sotheby's for 
the proceeds of the paintings be- 
longing to her. Peter Wilson, the auc- 
tioneer. informed the press that 
this was “a family dispute. U has 
nothing to do with us.” The publi- 
cation of Looking Back did little to 
help matters. 

In 1962 began the extraordinary 
legal action in which Maugham's 
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The only child of Somerset Maugham - a portrait by Madame Yevonde 


Camera Press 


lawyers issued a statement an- 
nouncing their client's decision to sue 
to deny legal recognition ofLacty John 
Hope, saying she was the legal 
daughter of Henry' Wellcome, and 
proposing to revoke all gifts to her 
including shares in the \Hla Mau- 
resque company under Article 950 of 
the French civil code. In a perverse 
inversion, he further stated that his 
daughter had never taken care of 
him. “and that her Haim to the paint- 
ings constituted ingratitude”. Toe 
Daily Telegraph reported that Lady 
John Hope was “shocked, surprised 
and absolutely mystified', adding. 
“When people get very old they 
become a little strange sometimes.” 
In February 1963 Liza Hope ap- 
pealed against Alan Searie's adop- 
tion - an act which Maugham 
intended to disinherit her. The case 


was heard in Nice in June, and the 
court declared her to be Maugham’s 
legitimate daughter and ordered the 
adoption of Searie to be annulled 
Mau gham appealed, and lost. A 
joint statement was issued: “Mr 
WS. Maugham and his daughter. 
Lady John Hope, are happy to state 
that all differences between them 
have been settled" 

Maugham died on 15 December 
1965. although it took Alan Searie 24 
hours to inform Lady Glendevon (as 
she had become) of the fact. She fi- 
nally inherited the Villa Mauresque. 
The house was subsequently sold 
for development 

I.??? Glendevon's fife with her sec- 
ond husband was indeed a happy 
one. She was not however a typical 
Tory wife, but always maintained 
her own spin on the events in her 


extraordinary life. David Herbert 
thought her “a kind and thoughtful 
wife, and an understanding and 
gentle mother”. It is evident she in- 
herited few of ber irascible father's 
genes. Living on the Wilton estate, 
and in Guernsey the couple “aycryed 
the friendship”, in Hugo Vickers's 
words, of senior members of the 
Royal Family. Lord Glendevon died 
in 1996; his widow returned to 
London to live in Eaton Square. 

Philip Hoare 


Elizabeth Mary Maugham : bom 
Rome 1 September 19 15; married 
1936 Vincent Parauicini tone fr- 
eon. one daughter; marriage dis- 
solved}. 1948 Lord John Hope (cre- 
ated 2964 Baron Glendevon, died 
1996; two sons); died Hopeioun. 
Lothian 27 December 1998. 


Oscar Cullmann 


announced that users' committees 
will move to the Strategic Rail 
Authority and be strengthened. 

Born in 1932. Towler was the 
only son of a West Riding business- 
man. He left school at 16 and fol- 
lowed his enthusiasm for films by- 
working as a junior cinema manag- 
er before joining the family engi- 
neering business. He was later 
chairman of a plant manufacturer 
and a director of Pennine Radio. 
West Yorkshire's first commercial 
station. He was an enthusiast for 
light entertainment, and had a long 
association with The Stage, report- 
ing on performers throughout York- 
shire. as well as reviewing television 
in later years. An opponent of 
Britain's EEC entry- in the early i 
1970s, he was drawn into regional 
CBI activities: the CBI nominated 
him to the Yorkshire TUCC. Local 
broadcasting experience made him 
and excellent writer and speaker. 

He married Muriel Myers in 1956. 
She was a constant support to him 
throughout his campaigning for rail 
users: “You have to laugh, don't 
you?" was her regular comment on 
the absurder actions of officialdom. 

Mark Sullivan 


James Drummond Towler. railway 
users' representative and busi- 
nessman: bom Shipley. Yorkshire 
31 December 1932: married 1956 
Muriel Myers ( one son); died 
Leeds 26 November 1998. 



‘It will have to come ofF 


exhibition of his portraits was held 
in Swansea. He gave his collection 
to the Abergavenny Museum. 

T. J. WALKER 


Oswald David Lloyd Jones, pho- 
tographer born London 16 January 
1929; married 1955 Marjorie Wilkin- 
son ( marriage dissolved 1959): died 
Abergavenny 28 December 1998. 


; ! OSCAR CULLMANN. the Protestant 
1 theologian and New Testament 
i scholar, was one of this century’s 
• ecumenical pioneers. A lay member 
] of the (Lutheran) Church of the 
Augsburg Confession of Alsace and 
Lorraine, he became involved in 
dialogue with Catholic and Ortho- 
dox as far back as the 1920s - long 
before it became fashionable. 

His openness to Christians of 
other denominations helped forge a 
true ecumenical spirit in the theo- 
logical faculty of Basle University, 
where he taught from 1938 to 1972 
as Professor of New Testament and 
Ancient Christian History. 

Bom in Strasbourg in 1902, he 
studied at the university there and 
at the Sorbonne in Paris. He taught 
at Strasbourg University from 1927 
to 1938 before being appointed to 
Basle, where he spent the bulk of his 
time until he retired at 70. He showed 
a great commitment to the stu- 
dents, running a hostel for theolog- 
ical students with his sister Louise. 
In 1968-69 he served as Rector 
From 1948 he also served as Pro- 
fessor of Protestant Theology at the 
Sorbonne, as well as teaching cours- 
es at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes 
in Paris and at the Waldens ian sem- 
inary in Rome. But his greatest in- 
fluence came from his guest lectures 
around the world and his writing. In 
his long career he completed more 
than 100 titles (one of which describes 
the origins of the Christmas tree). 

Among his more influential works 
were Christ and Time and Baptism 
in the New Testament (both pub- 
lished in English translation in 1950), 
Salvation m History (1967 in Eng- 
lish) and The Christology of the 
New Testament (1959 in English). 
His last book was Prayerin the New 
Testament (1994). 

Cullmann argued that what is 
most distinctive about the New Tes- 
tament is its view of time and history. 

Running through the course of wtrid 

history has been a relatively narrow 
stream of sacred history, at the key 
point of which is Jesus Christ He 
believed this provided the clue to 
understanding the whole of history. 

He also wrote a number of works 
focused on a theological under- 
standing of ecumenism. Many of 
these concerned relations between 
the Protestant and Catholic Church- 
es, such as Catholics and Protes- 
tants: a proposal for realising 
Christian solidarity (British publi- 
cation i960) and Vatican Council U- 
the new directum 0968). 

Cuilmanrfs views, especially on 
the role of St Peter outlined in his 
book Peter - Disciple. Apostle. Mar- 
tyr < 1952) were well received in the 
Vatican. At a time when contacts at 
the highest level were unusual, he ■ 



Protestant to the Pope 


was receiv ed by Popes Pius XU, 
John XXIH and, above all, Paul VI. 
The Protestant theologian Karl 
Barth used to say teasingly, "Oscar, 
on your gravestone it will say. ‘Here 
lies toe adviser to three popes’!" Cull- 
mann’s conversations with Paul VI 
gave rise to the plan for an ecu- 
menical institute in Jerusalem, 
founded at Tantur in 1972. 

Cullmann had attended the Sec- 
ond Vatican Council of 1962-65 as an 
observer and had recorded his im- 
pressions of the Council. Thirty 
years later; in 1993, he was the first 
Protestant to receive the Pope Paul 
VI Prize, presented to him by 
Cardinal Carlo Martini of Milan. 

Despite his firm commitment to 
ecumenism, he was not a support- 
er of a new “World Unity Church" to 
bring together all Christians. His 
1986 book Unity Through Diversity, 
which summed up his lifetime ex- 
perience, argued instead for a “com- 
munity of autonomous churches”. 

As he declared in 1972, ecumenism 
mmed at fusing the churches would 
not onfri rtptroy the true unity in the Holy 
gunU but would lead Christians of S- 

Sr D S^ riatklns ^ temptation to 
foe foundations.* the?Sand 

£d^ k rhfJ , I inciple * ^ oukuk this 

gwsassae: 

backto the sources of the Christian faith. 
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nSSf °^ hurches ’ where many 
®^odox Churches have been ques- 
boning their continued member- 

Perceived liberal 
Protestant agenda of the organisa- 

S2- de ™ 0nstra te how timely 
Cullmann s message remains. 
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John Milnes-Smith 


the artist and architect John Mines- 
bnuth was one of the pre-Second Worid 
war generation who took part in the 
optimistic resurgence of British art in 
the tSaOs. 

He was trained as an architect, 
studying from 1934 t0 1938 at the Arch . 

SSTt? Association, and qualifying in 
1 . 39. During the war he served with the 
™ A T my 10 Bu ™. After it, he 
worked in private practice as an archi- 
tect and became a specialist in planning 
regulations, specifically in die field of the 
conservation and preservation of his- 
toric buildings. From 1963 to 1978 he 
worked with the Historic Buildings Di- 
nsion of the Greater London Council. 
: -X Mllnes Sm ith began to paint in the 
*te 1940s in a representational style, but 
soon moved towards abstractioa In 1 951 
he took part in a pioneering exhibition, 
“British Abstract An", at Gimpel Fils in 
London. He participated in many group 
show in the 1950s including the London 
Group, the Institute of Contemporary 
Arts, the Redfern Gallery. Lords Gallery 
and the Artists' Intema’tional Associa- 
tion iAIA>. In 1952 he was included in 
“The Mirror and the Square" at the ALA, 
an exhibition encompassing both social 
realism ithe “mirror'' 1 and constructive 
abstraction (the “square"). 

In 1957 he was one of the exhibitors 
in “Metavisual, Thchisle. Abstract" at 
the Redfern. alongside most of the key 
exponents of British abstract painting 
of the time. Held the year after the first 
wave of American Abstract Expres- 
sionism arrived in Britain, as part of 
“Modern Art in the United States" at the 
Tate Gallery, it can he seen retrospec- 
tively as a seminal showing. In 1959. an- 
/V* e r influential Tate exhibition. “New 
*$herican Painting", strengthened the 
impact of the Abstract Expressionists. 

Milnes-Smith's paintings of the 1950s 
have a European flavour, close in spir- 
it to that of the Scottish artist William 
Gear; a member of the Cobra Group, and 
the French artist Alfred Manessier. 
both of whose paintings utilised a linear 
armature containing areas of strong 
colour. In a review of Milnes-Smith's first 
one-man show at the New Vision Cen- 
tre Gallery in 1959. Ian Forbes White 
wrote that “the forms of Milnes-Smith’s 
paintings are held together by a frame- 
work of black lines, and for the most part 
squares of luminous colours positively- 
flying out of a background of cloudy' 
~ /Vs or ochre browns". 

i3y the late 1950s, Milnes-Smith’s 
paintings had become more emotional 
and gestural - his response to the per- 
vading influence of the Abstract Ex- 
pressionists. Like them he worked on 
a fiat surface, but his “arena” was rel- 
atively domestic in scale - a table 


rather than the floor, in a room in his 
home. His works were modest in size 
compared to those produced by the 
Americans buL as Marina Vaizey point- 
ed out in the catalogue for his 1990 show 
at Austin Desmond, "their explorations 
of space are grand as well as intimate'’. 

In 1958 Milnes-Smith was included in 
“British Abstract Painting” at the Auck- 
land City 4 Art Gallery. New’ Zealand; in 
1961 he was one rtf “Eight British Artists" 
•“ferry FTost. Patrick Heron. Peter Laqy- 
on. Alan Davie, Elisabeth Frink. Kenneth 
Armitage, and Jack Smith were the oth- 
ers) at the Jefferson Place Gallery in 
Washington. DC. He was a member of the 
Central Committee of the ALA 19G2-W. 

In the late 1950s he began to produce 
collages, combining torn scraps of print- 
ed and plain paper with crayon lines 
reminiscent of the graphtsme of Roger 
Hilton. He used ephemera such as old 
gallery invitations, paint charts, frag- 
ments of documents, scraps of dis- 
carded drawings and paintings, even 
attaching paper and card to the back- 
ground support with pins. These works, 
made intuitvely, hare an almost casu- 
al. effortless effect, as well as great vi- 
tality and sophistication. His collages of 


His collages - using 
old invitations , 
paint charts , scraps 
of drawings - have 
an almost casual , 
effortless effect 


recent years retained this freshness and 
sense of elan. 

In 1963 he had a one-man exhibition 
at the Drian Gallery. It was the begin- 
ning of a long association, and he ex- 
hibited there regularly for over 20 years. 
In 1980 he was one of the artists selected 
by Halima Nalecz. the Drian’s director, 
for the collection she donated to the 
Gdansk National Museum in Poland. 

Milnes-Smith last exhibited at the 
Royal Academy Summer Exhibition in 
1998. Ten years earlier he showed with 
England & Co with another artist in “Re- 
flections of the Fifties", and later in the 
same year took part in “Post-War British 
Abstract Art” at Austin Desmond, 
where be had a retrospective in 1990. 
Throughout the 1990s he contributed to 
numerous group exhibitions at England 
& Co. the last in August 1998. 

He was genuinely - and generously 



Explorations of space ’grand as well as intimate’ Jane England 


- interested in the work of other artists, 
and with his wife Monica attended 
gatherings and exhibitions throughout 
his life. He constantly looked at other 
artists’ work, and subtly absorbed the 
influence of those he particularly ad- 
mired. He was attracted by the work of 
European artists such as Jean Dubuf- 
fet, Auguste Herbin, AsgerJom, and Al- 
fred Manessier and among British 
artists, the work of Prunella Clough, Vic- 
tor Pasmore, Eduardo Paolozzi and 
Alan Davie. Davie was one of the first 
artists he came to know well; other artist 
friends included Wiliam Scott, Fred 
I Pitman and EE. Mac William. 

John Milnes-Smith was consistent in 
his interests and aesthetic late last year 
he was delighted when his wife gave him 
a small work by Prunella Clough he had 
admired at an exhibition at the Annely 
Juda Gallery. He liked to live with 


works by other artists, and moved 
drawings and small paintings around his 
home so he could study and see them 
afresh. He looked at his own works in 
the same way; sometimes using a mir- 
ror to see them from a different angle, 
putting recent pictures into old frames 
and hanging them on the stairs so he 
could see them in passing and decide 
on any changes. He was always revis- 
ing his pictures, painting over them 
again and again, their surfaces growing 
ever richer and more textured. His own 
work continually evolved and developed 
- he painted until the end of his life. 

Jane England 

John MUnes-Smith, artist and archi- 
tect; bom Laleham, Middlesex 8 
August 1912; married 1939 Monica 
Bishop (one son, one daughter); died 
London 20 December 1998. 
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Literary notes 

Ian Rankin 


A whodunit is born 
every 13 hours 


IF THE end of the Cold War 
all but killed off the spy novel, 
what are we to make of the 
continuing success of the 
detective story? Not only is 
it abundant in bookshops and 
libraries and on best-seller 
lists, but television drama 
would be bereft without its 
Morses, Vfexfords. Frosts, 
Wydiffes and Cadfeels - all 
derived from novels. 

In fact, on the surface the 
crime-writing industry is 
booming. The author and 
commentator Mike Ripley 
has calculated that a new 
crime novel wiB be publish ed 
in the UK every 13 hours 
during the first quarter of 
this year, and that well over 
500 new titles will have ap- 
peared by the time Hog- 
manay comes round. Of 
these, roughly’ 40 per cent will 
be by American authors such 
as Grisham and Cornwell, 
but that still leaves room for 
a flourishing British crime in- 
dustry What's more, of last 
year’s hundred top paper- 
back best-sellers - fiction 
and non-fiction combined - 
over 40 could be classified as 
crime or thriller 

These days one assumes 
that the whodunit genre died 
out with the likes of Christie. 
Sayers and Allrn gham . But in 
fact young writers are being 
attracted to the form be- 
cause of their love of the 
hard-boiled American men- 
tality: Elmore Leonard's 
dialogue; James EUroy's 
characters. They may never 
have read a traditional 
whodunit, but they could 


major in the screenplays of 
Quentin Tarantino. 

Circumstance and society 
are often their motivating 
force. So long as drug-taking 
remains an illegal activity 
those who write about a com- 
munity of drug-takers will 
feel bound to have crime on 
their minds. But crime writ- 
ers are also finding that the 
form gives them certain free- 
doms. In writing about crime, 
we are writing about the so- 
cial order at the end of our 
century. Being “entertain- 
ments” does not mean who- 
dunnits cannot carry serious 
messages, too; it just means 
they find a good-sized 
audience for that message. 

This “second Golden Age" 
of crime fiction can be mea- 
sured not only by the amount 
of print available or the 
prevalence of detectives on 
our screens. For a long time. 
London boasted only one 
specialist shop selling who- 
dunits. Ibday there are three. 
New crime magazines and 
fanzines are springing up, 
too, and the UK can now 
boast its own annual crime 
fiction convention. “Dead 
on Deansgate”. 

The whodunit was first 
pronounced dead sometime 
around 1938, yet has always 
been capable of reinvention 
and regeneration. Each new 
generation of writers brings 
with it a new readership, 
though why those readers 
are attracted to the form is 
another question entirely. We 
live in a society which is be- 
coming ever less crime- 


ridden (if the statistics are to 
be believed). Were there to be 
a correlation with the spy 
story, then the crime novel 
should currently be in de- 
cline, unless it’s true that, de- 
spite the figures, our actual 
fear of crime is greater than 
ever. It all depends on why 
readers open a Rendell or the 
latest Minette Walters. Pri- 
marily. as was ever the case, 
they do so for a good story, 
something gripping and in- 
volving and paev. There’s 
also the vicarious thrill of 
pain and panic which they 
can feel without having to ex- 
perience at first hand. 

Over the past 40 years or 
so, the move in the British 
crime novel has been away 
from Marpleland and to- 
wards a more realistic por- 
trayal of crime and its 
consequences. Often this has 
meant using police detec- 
tives as heroes rather than 
the amateur of old. an as- 
sertion any week's television 
scheduling will corroborate. 
But Britain’s “new wave" 
writers feel constrained by 
this, and many have begun 
writing from the criminal's 
perspective, or from the punt 
of view of a new breed of pri- 
vate eye. Quite a few even 
choose to set their books in 
the United States - either in 
homage to writers they ad- 
mire, or because they have 
one eye on an American sales 
market Or maybe just to 
show that they can. 

fan Rankin is the author of 
‘ Dead Souls' (Orion £9.99) 
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Judge Bruce Griffiths 




ONE OF the most distinguished mem- 
bers of the judiciary in Wales, Bruce 
Griffiths had a reputation as a hard- 
working, fair-minded judge on the 
Wales and Chester circuit where he sat 
from 1972 until his retirement in 1986. 
He also played a prominent part in the 
Jfctural affkirs of Wales. 

His greatest passion was for the vi- 
sual arts. He was particularly enthusi- 
astic about modern Welsh art, filling his 
home at Whitchurch, a suburb of north 
Cardiff, with canvases and busts fay con- 
temporary practitioners, many of whom 
became friends. 

He was appointed to the Welsh Arts 
Council in 1972 and to chairmanship of 
its Art Committee three years later. He 
spoke with authority and eloquence on 
behalf of visual artists, summoning all 
his barrister's skills to argue his com- 
mittee's case for a greater allocation of 
the council's funds and taking every op- 
portunity of ensuring that Welsh art was 
promoted at home and abroad. From 
1981 to 1992 he was Chairman of the 
Welsh Sculpture "IYust and did much to 
encourage an art-form which many re- 
garded as still, in Wales, in its infan cy 

But it was as a leatfing member of the 
Contemporary Art Society for Wales that 
he Jeft the most lasting impression. 

. ^rtnan from 1987 to 1992, and Vice- 



No truck with toe second-rate 

Chairman thereafter; he led the society 
in its task of commissioning and ex- 
hibiting the work of living painters with 
inspirational panache. He was instru- 
mental in bringing a number of Euro- 
pean artists to Wales. His only public 
reward for this selfless work was a sil- 
ver medal presented to him, some- 
what incongruously, on behalf of the 
Czechoslovak Republic in 1986. 


Griffiths was bom in 1924 at Barry in 
the old county of Glamorgan, although 
his family had strong connections with 
Aberdare. Educated at Whitchurch 
Grammar School in Cardiff and at 
King’s College London, he served with 
the RAF until 1947 and, after demobil- 
isation, was called to the Bar at Gray's 
Inn in 1962. He was a founder-member 
of the Bow Group, which was intended 
to be an effective counter to the Fbbian 
Society, and served as its first chairman. 

Although not Welsh-speaking, Grif- 
fiths thought of himself as a patriot, but 
one concerned with the highest stan- 
dards and having no truck with the 
merely parochial ch- the second-rate, and 
he chose to follow a legal career in 
Whies. From 1964 to 1970 he was Chair- 
man of file Local Appeals Tribunal of the 
Ministry of Social Security in Cardiff and 
from 1968 to 1972 Vice-Chairman of the 
Mental Health Tribunal, Whies. He was 
appointed Assistant Recorder of Birken- 
head in 1965 and served in the same ca- 
pacity in Cardiff, Swansea and Merthyr 
Tydfil from 1966 to 1971. Before taking 
silk in 1970, he was Deputy Chairman 
of Glamorgan Quarter Sessions and 
Commissioner of the Assize Roll Courts 
of Justice in London. 

He was also well-read in English po- 
etry. Every Christmas he would malm 


a small anthology of his favourite poems 
which he sent to a select number of his 
friends. He suffered from asthma and 
spent part of the year in Mallorca, 
where one of his sons lives. During our 
last conversation, he told me with great 
pride that his grandchildren spoke four 
languages; English, Welsh, Catalan and 
Castilian. His wife, Mary herself the 
daughter of a judge, has learned Welsh, 
as has their son David. 

Central to Bruce Griffiths's work as 
a judge and his support for the visual 
and plastic arts in Wales was his Chris- 
tian faith, which he expressed in his de- 
votion to the Anglican Church. A regular 
communicant at St Mary's in Whit- 
church, he was a member of the Gov- 
erning Bocty of the Chunh m Bbles from 
1978 to 1992 and President of its Provin- 
cial Court from 1979 to 1992. He was also 
Chancellor to the Diocese of Monmouth 
until ill-health forced him to give up 
many of his public offices. 

Meic Stephens 

Bruce Fletcher Griffiths, judge: bom 
Barry , Glamorgan 28 April 1924; 
called to the Bar, Gray's Inn 1952; QC 
1970; judge on the Wales and Chester 
circuit 1972-86; married 1952 Mary 
Jenkins (two sons, one daughter ); 
died Cardiff 17 January 1999. 
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

TODAY: The Household Caval- 
ry Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guardat 
Horse Guards, llam. TOMOR- 
ROW: The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts the 
Queen's Life Guard at Horse 
Guards. 10am; F Company 
Scots Guards mounts the 
Queen’s Guard, at Buckingham 
Palace, ll-30am, band provided 
by the Scots Guards. 


Announcements for BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES * DEATHS 
(Births. Adoptions. Marriages, 
ninths. Memorial services. 
■Jading anni versaries. In 
memoriam) are charged at 
£&50 a line (VAT extra). 


BIRTHDAYS 

TODAY Sir Herbert Ash- 
worth, former chairman. 
Nationwide Building Society 
89; Mr Jack Bowman, for- 
mer Chief Constable, Tayside, 
68; Sir Frederick Catfaer- 
wood, former MEP 74; Sir 
John Clerk of Penicuik Bt, 
former Lord-Lieutenant of 
Midlothian, 82; Mr Phil 
Collins, musician, actor and 
singer 48; Miss Christina 
Foyle, bookseller; 88; Sir 
Robert Gatehouse, former 
High Court judge. 75; Mr 
Gene Hackman, actor, 67; 
Mr Lynn Harrell, former 
Principal, Royal College of 
Music, 55; Miss Amanda 
Harris, actress, 3& Mr 


Patrick Heron, painter; 79; 
Professor Christopher 
Howes, Second Commission- 
er and chief executive of the 
Crown Estate, 57; The Earl 
of Huntingdon, racing train- 
er; 51; Mr Islam Karimov, 
president of Uzbekistan, 60; 
Lord Macfcay of Dru- 
ms doon QC, 53; Sir Charles 
Man tell. High Court judge, 
62; Professor Stan Mason, 
former Vice-Chancellor; 
Glasgow Caledonian Univer- 
sity, 65; Mr Mitch Murray, 
song composer and producer; 
59; Mr Hal Prince, theatrical 
director and producer, 71; 
Miss Victoria Principal, 
actress, 49; Mr John Proxi- 
mo, President, Toynbee Han, 
84; Miss Vanessa Redgrave, 


actress, 62; Mr Derek Rick- 
etts, show jumper; 49; Sir 
Colin Rimer, High Court 
judge, 55; Mr Boris Spassky, 
chess champion, 61; Mr 
Martin Taylor, former vice- 
chairman, Hanson pic, 64. 
TOMORROW: Queen Beat- 
rix of the Netherlands, 61; 
Mr Peter Allen, radio pre- 
senter, 53; Professor Sir 
Eric Ash, former Rectos 
Imperial College of Science, 
71; Sir Michael AstilL, High 
Court judge, 61; Miss Presi- 
Iey Baxendale QC, 48; Mr 
George Beqjamin, compos- 
er; 39; Miss Carol Charming, 
actress and singer; 78; Mr 
Christopher Chataway, for- 
mer chairman. Civil Aviation 
Authority, 68; Mr Robert 


Clatworthy, sculptor, 71; Mr 
William Crosbie, artist, 83; 
Lord Nicholas Gordon 
Lennoac, former ambassador 
to Spain, 68; Dame Brenda 
Hale, High Court judge, 54; 
Sir John Hobhouse, a Lord 
Justice of Appeal, 67; Air 
Marshal Sir Richard Kem- 
baH, 60; Mr Norman Mailer, 
novelist, 76; Mr Phil Man- 
zanera, guitarist, 48; Mr 
Patrick Morgan, counsellor 
and deputy head of post, Abu 
Dhabi, 55; Miss Rosanne 
Musgrave, Headmistress, 
Blackheath High School 47; 
Miss Suzanne Pleshette, 
actress, 62; Miss Jean Sim- 
mons, actress, 70; Sir 
Michael WQford, former 
ambassador to Japan. 77. 


Pnst Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010- Please give a daytime telephone number. 


There should be nothing 
holy about matrimony 


THE TIME has come for mar- 
riage to be demoted. The 
Church should admit it got it 
wrong when, in the 13th cen- 
tury, it declared it to be a 
sacrament. The Church of 
England should quit saying 
marriage is a “way of life cre- 
ated and hallowed by God". It 
should take marriage down 
from its pedestal and rank it 
alongside magistrates' courts 
or the Houses of Parliament It 
may be the backbone of our 
society but it is an institution 
made by man none the less. 

This week church leaders in 
Birmingham accused a local 
radio station of reducing a "sa- 
cred and momentous decision 
to a media event". BRMB, an 
independent radio station, or- 
ganised a competition called. 
“TWo Strangers and a Wed- 
ding". It was entered by about 
100 men and 100 women who 
wanted to be married but 
hadn’t got there via dating. 

Psychologists and counsel- 
lors were brought in to assess 
which entrants were the most 
compatible with each other. 
The winners were rewarded 
with an all-expense s-paid wed- 
ding, a honeymoon in the Ba- 
hamas, a posh rent-free fiat for 
a year and a snazzy rar. When 
Carla Germaine and Greg 
Cordell married on Monday 
they had never seen each 
other before. 

The clergy were right It 
was a media event and BRMB 
was milking it The idea of two 
people marrying before they 
met is so counter to modern 
Western culture that the nation 
was agog. But were the clerics 
right to say it was sacred? 

Marriage has a grubby his- 
tory which fa easier to explain 
by saying it was designed by 
man for the benefit of blokes, 
than that it was created by our 
maker. In Old Testament times 
men were entitled to have sev- 
eral wives but women couldn't 
take their pick of husbands. In 
the days of the New Testa- 
ment a man could divorce a 
woman but a woman couldn't 
divorce her man. Until rela- 
tively recently in the history of 
marriage, when a woman said 
“I do”, she lost the right to her 
name, her body her property 
and access to the law. 

If the Church claim*; m a r- 


riage is an “honourable estate 
instituted by God" then what 
does that state of affairs say 
about the God who institutedit? 
That He was the same jolly fella 
who thought up slavery? It 
would be less offensive to 
free marriage of the burden of 
sacramental status and recog- 
nise it as an evolving institution 
that changes over time to meet 
the challenges and demands of 
the day. 

If the Church were prepared 
to think of marriage in a more 
ordinary way it would be better 
equipped to engage in the re- 
evaluation of marriage neces- 
sary for it to Sourish in the 
coming century. 

Faith 

& 

Reason 

JO IND 

Are Charles and 
Camilla now to 
endure marriage by 
media as did the 
blind-date couple in 
Birmingham - or is 
the eve of a new 
millennium the right 
moment to re-evaluate 
the institution? 


Greg and Carla's wedding 
was tacky of course, but aren't 
many weddings a chance to dis- 
play tack in all its grossness? I 
don’t find a pair of wedding 
rings inscribed BRMB 96.4FM 
much more distasteful than 
videoed vows, soft-focus photo- 
graphy and bridesmaids 
dressed up like blobs of blanc- 
mange. And just because it 
was a media event for BRMB 
it doesn't mean it was a pub- 
licity stunt for Greg and Carla. 
It’s possible they were only in 
it for their 15 minutes of fame, 
but we don’t know that They 
might have been taking their 
vows as seriously as people who 
marry “because they love each 
other”. Time will tell. 


The remarkable aspect of 
the blind-date wedding was the 
conversations it sparked off in 
pubs and wine bars throughout 
Birmingham. BRMB had or- 
ganised what it called ‘'objec- 
tive" means to find the most 
compatible couple - question- 
naires. interviews, a group dy- 
namics session, psychometric 
tests, lie detector tests, inter- 
views with friends and family 
and horoscope analysis by 
Russell Grant 

All this got Caucasian Brum- 
mies thinking the unthinkable, 
namely that romance might 
not be the best basis for mar- 
riage after all Perhaps, you 
could overbear them saying, 
there was more to the Asian 
culture of arranged marriages 
than they had previously as- 
sumed. When Central News 
conducted a phone-in polL 54 
percent of its 8,000 callers said 
Greg and Carla had done the 
right thing. 

The blind-date wedding was 
not making a mockery or mar- 
riage. It was making a mockery 
of romance. It was challenging 
the idea that chemistry and the 
giddy feeling that “you can’t live 
without someone" are what 
marriage is about It was say- 
ing ya-boo to the myth begun by 
the troubadours at the start of 
the millennium - namely that 
the overwhelming, all-encom- 
passing emotion we call being 
“in" love is “true" love. 

Today it’s very useful for 
Westerners to separate mar- 
riage from romance. Tbo many 
of us many because we fall in 
love, have affairs because we 
fall in love with someone else 
and divorce because we don’t 
love each other any more. Per- 
haps if Prince Charles had 
been able to explain to his 
bride and to the nation that his 
was a dynastic rather than ro- 
mantic liaison their marriage 
might have stood a better 
chance. It was our insatiable 
desire for romance that got in 
the way. 

As we reach the end of the 
romantic mille nnium we need 
to rethink marriage just as we 
needed to in centuries before. 
The Church could use its con- 
siderable resources to help to 
do that and make the new mil- 
len n i um one of pragmatism - 
and of commitment 
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Fascism 


the feelgood factor 


Roberto Rpnigni is Italy's favourite funny film guy. And he thinks there’s humour to be found in concentration camps. By 


— I ■ oberto Benigni dispenses 

g| kisses in liberal fashion- 
s' m The effervescent writer- 
director-comedian, a 
■ household name in his 

m V native Italy, stands 
^perched on the edge of in- 
ternational stardom thanks to his new 
movie. Li/e is Beautiful He is so excited 
by the prospect that he is ready to plant 
his lips on anything that catches his eye. 
He was even recently caught embracing 
his ferocious American distributor Harvey 
Weinstein. “I love to kiss women and 
men," he explains. “And animals. Also veg- 
etables... and I kiss trees too!” 

You may have spotted Benigni behind 
the wheel in Jim Jarmusch's Night on 
Earth 'he played a motor-mouthed Roman 
taxi driver with an unholy passion for 
sheep) or as the eccentric convict in Jar- 
musch’s Down By Law. Ybu may have seen 
his Peter Seilers pastiche as a young 
Clouseau in The Son qf the Pink Panther. 
In Life is Beautiful his trademark exu- 
berance is only slightly dampened by the 
grim nature of the story. He stars as a 
Jewish-Italian waiter thrown into a Nazi 
death camp along with his young son Gio- 
sue (the Jackie Coogan-like newcomer 
Giorgio Cantarini). 

Benigni has worked with children before. 
Back in 1979, he appeared alongside a small 
army of four-year-olds in Marco Ferreri's 
Chiedo Asi la, an anarchic film about a 
kindergarten teacher and his unruly 
charges. Ferreri, the director of La Grand 
Boirjfr, is best known for his obsession with 
food and sex. Benigni remembers: “Before 
each take, he’d mumble a few instructions. 
He'd say to me, 'Roberto, explain to them 
in their own language that the world is a 
horrifying thing; that we’re all here to suf- 
fer. Tell them also that it can be wonder- 
ful too.’” Benign! would oblige. Then 
Ferreri would yell ACTION! and the 50 or 
so kids would run amok. 

Although Life is Beautiful was made in 
a very different style (“I completely pre- 
pared everything - there was nothing 
down to improvisation”), Benigni ac- 
knowledges Fbrreri’s influence. It was 
through Ferreri that he met Primo Levi. 
"His books changed my life,” Benigni says 
of the great Italian writer and concentra- 
tion camp survivor. “I was not the same 
after I had read them.” 

Whereas Leri chronicled his experience 
of Auschwitz in If This IsAMan in solemn, 
heart-rending detail. Benigni's movie opts 
for Chaplin-style slapstick and verbal 
gags. Guido, the quick-witted Jewish wait- 
er. is forever posing trick questions to his 
favourite customer. Dr Lessing. (“I like rid- 
dles." says Benigni reminiscing about how 
he and Umberto Eeo used to send each 
other jokes and word games through the 
posu The rub comes later on when the doc- 
tor tells him a story about a duckling. By 
then. Guido and bis young son are inmates 
in the Nazi concentration camp. Lessing 
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Festival (where it won four awai^h ^ 
some sort of vindication. “I dont 
silence can have a qualify, but the qualify 
of the silence during that smenta^ 
unbearable for me,” he says. I remember 
there was one minute of silence at the end, 
which seems like an infinitely long tune, 
and then they started applauding. 

In Italy too, the film has been well re- 
ceived despite initial misgivings. “Audi- 
ences went to watch the movie with 
curiosity and concern, asking why I was. 
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Roberto Benigni, director of ‘Life is Beautiful’: top right* ‘The Son of the Pink Panther'; below right: Tife is Beautiful’ 


WiUiam LartojiiOudine 


is the camp doctor. “It’s a very dramatic 
moment. He is asking Guido to solve an 
enigma about a duckling, but the enigma 
is really about his life, which is in danger.” 
It comes as a bolt from the blue to see 
Lessing, the humane cultivated figure from 
the first half of the movie transformed into 
a Nazi. “That happened in real life - nor- 
mal people, doctors, professors, were 
forced to join the SS. They’d try to hide the 
reality, otherwise their brains would ex- 
plode... to hide themselves behind some- 


thing - in this case. lit wasl the riddles.” 
Benigni was inspired to write the charac- 
ter of Lessing in this way by Primo Leri’s 
recollections about meeting a Nazi 
chemist Levi, a chemist hiraselt had 
tried to engage the Nazi in conversation, 
“but the Nazi chemist was talking only for- 
mulae, like riddles”. 

Interviewing Benigni is a disconcerting 
experience. He pulls faces and puts on 
funny voices. He tries to make you laugh. 
Then, when you ask where the comedy is 


in Nazi genocide, his features cloud over 
as if this is the most difficult puzzle of all. 
The answer lies at least partly in his own 
background. Benigni's father was a 
Catholic farmer, “a very simple man who 
didn’t know anything about the war”, who 
was sent off to serve as a soldier in the Ital- 
ian army in Albania. After the Italian 
Armistice of September 1943. he was ar- 
rested by the Nazis and spent two years 
in a labour camp. “And when he came back, 
he was a skeleton He weighed 35 kilos. He 


was a crazy man like a dead man. He was 
an obsessive.” 

Benigni wasn't himseif born until 1952. 
Nevertheless, throughout his childhood, he 
and his sisters were told terrifying stories 
about life in the camp. Their father was 
traumatised by his memories, but hu- 
mour was his therapy. “There were some 
funny things too. And when be was able to 
smile, he stopped having nightmares.” 

Life is Beautiful begins cheerily 
enough. like a latter-day Mack Sennett two- 


has been my biggest success. There was ” 
one newspaper which dedicated an entire . 
issue to criticising him. “I respect their 
point of view, but when they say the film 
is fasristic, 1 don’t know what they're talk- 
ing about” 

Benigni's friend Umberto Eco saw the 
movie twice. Although suspicious about the 

premise, he was soon carried away by the 

sheer brio of the storytelling. Time mag- 
azine’s Richard Schickel was less enthu- 
siastic. In a hostile review, he argued that 
“turning even a small corner of this cen- 
tury’s central horror into feel-good popu- 
lar enter tainmen t is abhorrent. 
Sentimentality is a kind of fascism too. rob- 
bing us of judgement and moral acuity, and 
it needs to be resisted.” Other critics 
have suggested that the film is well-mean- 
ing but hugely naive. Benigni counters 
them, claiming that nobody has a monop- 
oly on the Holocaust “It was a tragedy so 
inexpressible that it belongs to everybody. . . 
it belongs to me too” In the meantime, the 
film continues to pick up awards at festi- 
vals and to break box-office records, a sure 
sign, Benigni believes, of its universality 
ofappeaL 

Primo Levi committed suicide in 1987, 
still seemingly unable to exorcise the 
memory of the camps. What would be have 
made of Life is Beautiful? It’s not a ques- 
tion which Benigni will even dare to answer 
“But having read his interviews, his books 
and having met him, I don’t think he 
would have been against it” 


‘Life is Beautiful’ opens on 12 Fleb 


Happy Birthday Mozart, from Dittersdorf and Pergolesi 


i 


WITH MOZARTS music being played 
daily all over the world, a birthday 
concert sounds like a dull adventure. 
So why not give the opposition a 
chance? Or .more especially, those 
whose feeble light was dimmed by 
Mozart’s genius? 

Such logic partly inspired the 
Classical Opera Company's ap- 
pearance at the Royal College of 
Music's Britten Theatre on the eve 
of the birthday, in an event that 
featured music by Dittersdorf and 


Pergolesi, as well as by Mozart 
himself. In the same venue last 
summer the ensemble gave their 
operatic debut with his earfy Apollo 
and Hyacinth us. Since then, the 
theatre’s become something of a 
home to this young, aspiring 
orchestra. Their authentic timbre of 
gut strings and reedy woodwind 
sounds well in its diy yet not unkind 
acoustic So too, on Tuesday, did the 
voice of the actor Greg Wise, noted 
as Willoughby m the film of Sense 


and Sensibility, and here reading 
excerpts from the late fed Hughes’s 
Tides from Ovid. 

The first half’s theme also took a 
mythical turn, with a Dittersdorf 
symphony. The Four Ages qf Man, 
preceding a Pergolesi cantata, 
Orfeo, before it came to a quietly 
resounding end with the soprano 
Mary Plazas' account of the Mozart 
concert aria. “Ah, lo previdi”. 
Granted, the band could just as 
well have unearthed some Mozart- 
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ian rarities. But the contrast of 
these other works both refreshed the 
ear and pointed a moral; banality 
touches every age, and our standard 


view of the golden days of classical 
music may be as simplistic as the 
Ovidian ages of gold, sitvec bronze 
and iron that Dittersdorf depicted. 
Iron proved of special interest; bray- 
ing trumpets recalled high-energy 
Beethoven, but without a theme in 
sight Pre-dassicaJ minimalism? 

The cantata Orfeo, by contrast 
was accomplished and cute. Plazas 
charting in firm melodic lines the 
tale of the songster from Thrace. 
Now almost forgotten save for his 


“Miserere”, Pergolesi, who died 
even younger than Mozart, yet much 
more famous, was suavely talented; 
but his ideas scarcely compared with 
those of “Ah, lo previdi,” where, in 
the closing aria, a consoling oboe 
lulled the voice to an acceptance of 
grief above a plucked accompani- 
ment that bore the imperishable 
Mozart hallmark. 

Likewise the Jupiter Symphony, 
the single item in the second half 
The conductor Ian Page’s thought- 


fill tempi made fora brisk yet never 
breathless first movement, and an 
andante relaxing at a speed that also 
gave point to the main theme’s 
sig nifi cant silences. Throughout, a 
semi-chorus of burbling oboes and 
bassoons was a strata of in-built 
comedy. That miraculous finale 
moved in every sense, propelled by 
the skiD of these players and the kind 
of invention that placed the birthday 
hero way ahead of any rivals 

Nicholas Williams 
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WITH THAT long, equine face of 
hers, Frances de la Tour is won- 
derfully adept at suggesting 
how a fastidious horse might 
react in the vicinity of a partic- 
ularly noisome drain. It’s a tal- 
ent that comes in mighty handy 
in Anthony Page’s very funny - 
if a touch too leisurely - pro- 
duction of Alexander Ostro- 
vsky’s 1870 comedy The Forest. 
The piece is revived now in a 
robust and sparky adaptation 
| by the Russian dramatist's 
! 20th-century Anglo-Saxon 
counterpart, Alan Ayckbourn. 

Toting around her cashbox as 
though it were an extra fimb. Ms 
de la Tour plays Raisa, a tight- 
fisted fiflysoraething widow and 
wealthy landowner. The action 
takes place just nine years after 
the emancipation of the serfs 
and Raisa's strategy for coping 
with this social cataclysm is to 
be even more tyrannical. De la 
Tour deliciously signals the 
skinflint selfishness under the 
widow’s pose of misty-eyed phil- 
anthropy and the queasy dis- 
taste beneath her be aming ly 


gracious social permissiveness. 
All arch smouldering and ludi- 
crous girlish flutter; Raisa has 
fallen in love with a young man 
half her age (David Bark- 
Jones), whose favour she sets 
out to buy. 

This involves selling off 
strips of her forest to Vbsmi- 
bratov (brawny, boorish Peter 
Go wen), a serf turned rich 
wood merchant and the kind of 
man she would not have 
allowed into the house a decade 
earlier. It also entails effec- 
tively disinheriting her two 
dependants: Niamh Lineharfs 
stroppily miserable Aksyusha, 
a five-in niece whom she treats 
as a tiresome charity case, and 
Gennadiy, a long-lost nephew. 
The arrival of the latter- itin- 
erant ham tragedian with a 
diminutive comic sidekick in 
tow - turns tiie place and its val- 
ues upside-down, causing the 
disruption you’d get if you let 
Don Quixote and Sancho Panza 
loose in a play by Chekhov. 

The Forest gave rise to a 
landmark Expressionist stag- 
ing by Meyerfaold in 1924. 
Page's production limits itself 
to one symbolic touch; beto- 
kening the terminal decline of 
the country gentry, the wood- 
work in the outdoor scenes 



delight as the little put-upon 
ragamuffin acton hilariously 
excruciated when his partner’s 
repeated grandiloquent ges- 
tures rtf iTaniMi j, . 


vi. muucjf ae go aes- 

peratefy craves. But Michael 
Feasts Gennadiy lets you see 
that there is genuine kindness 
under the tragedian's high- 
flown romantic attitude. This is 
a rare pfay where tfaespians 
stand for sincerity and ‘Teal” 
People, epitomised fay de la 
■four's Raisa, forshahty falsify 
There s a lovely sequence 
jSf 6 hurts demin- 

Sf? King Lear at 
Vbsmibratov, who has just 

rmrrnvmi-l,., — . . s 


Frances de la Ibur and David Bark-Jones in "Hie Forest* 


appears to have been attacked a performance that recalls the 
by voracious termites. Else- old northern comic, Sandy 
where, the style is one of zest- “Can you hear me, mother?” 
folly heightened naturalism. In Powell, Michael Williams is a 


“-‘Vi o everai tnousand 
nobles. It s typical of the play's 

turrngs don’t exactly shame 

sSSSSSS 

Paul Taylor 
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Joseph Fiennes and 
Gwynech Paltrow star in 
John Madden's costume 
drama, scripted by Tom 
Stoppard, in which the 
young Will Shakespeare 


fe suffers writer's block. 


“It almost defies you not to hove f un- 
remarked Anthony Quinn. "The film’s 
satirical playfulness will certainly give 
audiences a lift, though what will raise the 
roof is the more obvious dazzle of its two 
leads." "Sparkling with wit and wonderful 
performances." exclaimed the Daily Mail. 
while the Evening Standard confessed: “I 


was entirely seduced... literate, sensual, 
accessible, light-hearted, even giddy- 
headed. A part-work that’s all of a piece." 
'Vintage Stoppard," cried The Times, while 
The Express deemed it ‘the very definition 
of irreverence”. “Movie-biz satire thinly 
disguised in Elizabethan fustian." 
demurred The Guardian. 


Shakespeare In Lave bears all 
the hallmarks of a winning 
costume drama and wears its 
frivolity on ics sleeve. Backed 
by Stoppard's witty. . # 
intelligent senpt, this *# 
satire cannot fail to lr— 
entertain. 7 


Shakespeare In Love is 
out on nationwide 
release, certificate 1 5. 
123 minutes. 


TANYA CHARAF 

30; inemptoyed, 

London 

“Sha evaluates 
women very wsU. 

1 think it’s highly 
astute. And ft was 
hilarious; it 
cracked me up. 

You could ted the 
audience really liked her, she Is so 
natural and talks directly and 
openly: She confronts the reality of 
the experiences women have." 






After a 17-year absence 
from London, the German 
choreographer Pina Bausch 
brings her tanz theater 
Wuppertal company to 
Sadler's Wells, to perform 
her 1986 work, Viktor. 


“Bausch's genius is for assembling Che varied 
material, manipulating its contrasts of 
speed, mood or genre, and shaping it so 
that gradually you see the partem beneath,” 
revealed John Perdval. ~P> wild grab-bag of 
incidents, ranging from the predictable and 
dull to the haunting and fiercely comic." 
opined the Financial Times, while 77»e Times 


cautioned: "Get sucked into Bausch's 
universe and you will be hooked for hours: 
lose it and you will suffer interminable 
boredom." ‘A gorgeous nearly-dance to the 
cruel march and music of time." enthused 
the Daily Mail. "More walk- rhea ere chan 
dance theatre, with some choice specimens 
on offer," wrote the Daily Telegraph. 


By turns solemn and comic. 
Pina Bausch's singular arrange- 
ments will at once 
disturb and delight, chough 
devotees of tradition- ^ 
al choreography 
might find “dance" 
thin on the ground. TV — l 


Tonight's is the final 
performance of Pina 
Bausch's Viktor at 
Sadler's Wells Theatre. 
For enquires call 
0171-314 8800. 


>7r 




-. J. 

' — •C'u-Bt _ 



An exhibition of portraits 
by the French draughtsman 
Jean-August e-Dominique In- 
gres at the National Gallery; 
which includes the celebrat- 
ed Madame Moltessier 
Seated. 


“There’s a consciousness that a clothed body 
is a naked body touched all over. These are 
portraits in which at every point, intimacy oc- 
curs." noted Tom Lubbock, concluding: "ab- 
solutely enthralling". The Spectator declared it 
"a splendid and unmissable exhibition", while 
The Times found "a curious blend of antiquity 
and modernity". "Portraits don't get more pri- 


mal than Monsieur Berlin." insisted the New 
Statesman, while the Evening Standard hy- 
perbolised, "Ingres’ eye served him well in the 
astonishing blend of bravura, flattery and the 
solid-pudding worth that was his portraiture." 
A truly superb compilation by one of the 
world’s greatest portraitists." gushed the 
Sundoy Telegraph. 


As well as reflecting 1 9th-cen- 
tury bourgeois opulence, these 
astonishing images reveal In- 
gres as an insatiable lover of 
human flesh and re- « 
pudiates the 
painter's reputation 
as a chilly idealist. JV— ? 


Portraits by Ingres - 
Images of an Epoch 
is at the National 
Gallery, London WC2. 
until 25 April. 

For bookings and 
enquiries call 
0171-747 2885 


NIGEL McBCUDE 

3a psychologist 

London H V 

“I enjoyed It very 
much. I liked the K'.' 1 ^ 1 
way it managed HT 1 1 

to be serious as ^ j 

well as funny. - 

And I was very Jj 

moved, especially 
by the monologue 
about a woman from a Bosnian 
rape camp. It was extraordinary 
in its diversity of subjects. In 
some sense she managed a vary 
complex subject very cleverly, 
and I think that has a lot to do 
with the tone." 
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Sheila Hancock is the 
eponymous matriarch in 
Howard Davies' staging of 
the 1 906 version of 
Gorky’s play about a family 
tom apart by bourgeois 
values. 


A savagely funny, if rather under-powered, 
production in which Hancock bags another 
monstrous matriarch." noted ftul Taylor. 
"Some amazing performances alongside the 
still, sly, gravitas of Miss Hancock with her 
cackling last laugh,” gushed the Daily Mail. 
The Daily Telegraph was delighted: “The 
Almeida has once again hit winning form." 


but the Financial Times had reservations, 
deeming it “impressive, interesting, enter- 
taining. But it does not engage." Although 
this fine production finds plenty of dark. Or- 
ton esque laughter in the play, it is a harsh 
piece." wrote The Times. “A little too 
grotesque and self-consciously theatrical." 
grumbled the Evening Standard. 


Davies' production of Gorky’s { Ltoso is at the 


play brims with unsettling 
black comedy about the 
dangers of work becoming 
an end in itself, and 
boasts strong _ f 

performances from mf 

the entire cast. iv 




Aibery Theatre. Lon- 
don WC2 until 
27 March. For book- 
ings and enquiries, 
call 0171-369 1740 


PAM PERRY 

2a student 
London 

"It was great I 
really enjoyed the 
way she told her 
stories through 
characters. It 
felt more real, 
especially as so 
many of the monologues were 
quite extraordinary. It Is interesting 
to see how gender is treated in the 
theatre, and why this has been so 
successful." 


s.i 




Biographer Harry Rick- 
etts looks at the complex 
relationship between 
Rudyard Kipling’s child- 
hood, sexuality and pro- 
fessional life in The 
Unforgiving Minute. 


"Rickecrs' straightforward biography pro- 
vides a clear line through Kipling's morass of 
mental suffering. .. he is one of the great un- 
derrated figures in literature, and Ricketts' 
work will play its part in keeping him in the 
foreground." decided Frank McLynn. "Rick- 
etts narrates readably enough... However, 
he short-changes the reader when it comes 


to analysis and criticism of the writings; 
most of the books get a few skimpy para- 
graphs," carped the Sunday Times. “Never 
has a writer been so admired, and then so 
reviled, by his peers. This biography makes it 
possible to trace what went wrong.” an- 
nounced the Doily Mail. "Serviceable." stat- 
ed Time Out. 


Ricketts’ straightforward 
biography provides a 
comprehensive and valuable 
account of Kipling’s 
childhood traumas 
and quick rise to • 

fame, but is short /~7 

on literary analysis. — c 


The Unforgiving 
Minute: A Life Of Rud- 
yard Kipling by Harry 
Ricketts (Chatto & 
Windus) is currently 
available in bookshops 


MICHAEL 

EARLEY, 

publisher, ? 

London j « _ .. • 

“What was nice is •* ; . 

it was graphic j| J 

without being 
gross. In a proper 
context, the subject 
is enjoyable and refreshing. The 
women in the audience certainly 
seamed to love it She is not a 
feminist by any means. She sets 
tilings up without making you feel 
uncomfortable, and she combines 
a good mix of storytelling rhythm 
and stand-up riffs.” 


What the camera didn’t hear 


Arts Diary 


David lister 
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THE ROOM is filled with the sound 
of a wave as it crashes on a seashore 
and then, seemingly, rolls itself back 
and crashes again, and again, and 
again. Then there’s laughter and a 
low rumble of applause winch quickly 
gathers momentum. A group of Ger- 
man boy scouts are pictured in a 
campsite, tucking into the contents 
of their billycans, one turning to 
stare quizzically out at the viewer. 
William FUriong's latest audio-visual 
work to show in London Is. at the very 
least spatially disorientating. 

The images, taken in the late 
Twenties and early Thirties, are of a 
^.firoup of WandervogeL a German 
~ youth movement and were printed 
up from a box of glass plate negatives 
which Flirlong came across in a 


German market Each photograph 
has been given an incongruous 
sound caption, such as “The Sounds 
of Footsteps in the City” or “The 
Sounds of the City at Night", all of 
which have been recorded and 
thrown together in an accompanying 
soundtrack which bounces around 
the gallery walls. 

Eight speakers gang together to 
emit a cacophony. Bells peal out from 
one speaker to be echoed from 
another: a train passes; restaurant 
chatter burbles away in the corner; 
birds chirrup; a siren wails; someone 
coughs; silence descends; or is that 
the sound of an empty room? A bee 
begins to buzz, first from one speaker 
and then several, and suddenly the 
air is filled with invisible bees. The 


VISUAL ARTS 


WILLIAM FURLONG 

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM 
LONDON 


cocktail of disparate sounds conjures 
up a clash of associated images and 
leaves the head spinning. 

In “An Imagery of Absence". Flir- 
long has chosen familiar sounds to 
both the Twenties and Thirties and 
now. as a means of linking the past 
with the present. “The sounds 1 
recorded are those that surround us 
all the time in the way that ambient 
sounds do. They are the sort of 
sounds that would have been around 
then and pull the images into the pre- 
sent It is all about what happened 


next with these images and people.” 

The photographs are clearly the 
work of an amateur photographer; at 
times out of focus or sporting a way- 
ward finger over part of the lens, but 
the end results are atmospheric and 
an evocative historical record of the 
German youth movement in the 
inter-war years. The activities of the 
great outdoors are presented in a ro- 
mantic light this is an idyllic pastoral 
existence where everybody is at one 
with the land - a visual aesthetic 
which artists were later encouraged 
to reproduce under the Third Reich. 

Youth groups were numerous and 
popular in Germany between the 
wars, but all of them were eventually 
channelled into the Hitler Youth 
movement in 1939, when member- 


ship of that group was made com- 
pulsory And while the peacetime pic- 
tures shown here capture an 
innocent eryoyment of outdoor life, 
it is impossible for them not to call 
to mind future events. 

And on leaving the gallery head 
still reeling from the barrage of dis- 
cordant sounds and images, the Sec- 
ond World War British Spitfire and 
German Fbcke-Wulf suspended from 
the roof of the Imperial War Museum, 
appear more than a little apt 

Kate Mikhail 


William Furlong An Imagery of 
Absence', the Imperial War Museum, 
Lambeth Road, London SEl (0171- 
416 5 000). until 28 February. 
Entrance to the museum £5 (adults) 


From high heels to highbrow 


a i 


HOW CAN you tell art from pornog- 
raphy? How indeed when you are at 
New York’s Show World, the Times 
Square porn emporium, and you are 
watching Breadman, a short film 
about a man with a basket of actual 
bread. The film is part of Firewater 
Festival a non-X- rated brief films se- 
lection that plays at Show Wbrld four 
nights a week. 

Last yeas the dty tried to zone sex 
establishments out of the centre of 
Manhattan but due to a loophole, 
,-tfp shows like Show World as well 
as adult video emporia have stayed 
in business. As long as they m aintain 
the required 60 per cent non-adult 
entertainment the sleaze factories 
stay legal in Manhattan. 

It’s easy to suspect the city’s new 
prudishness as stemming from the 
real-estate interests of Disney and 


others, rather than a surge of moral- 
ism. And it’s just as easy to suspect 
Show Wbrid’s new taste for the art 
of virgin film directors as a painless 
way to cheat on the new laws. 

In order to get to the fest, one 
must walk up the stairs marked Big 
Top. past signs declaring No Live 
Girls. I wind up alone in a room like 
a lacquered jewellery box - mir- 
rored, bfack and red walls -and flick- 
ering lights. The video monitor 
pfays Angebnaker, an earnest quick- 
ie featuring a girl in pioneer cos- 
tum ery running through a foggy 
glade. Another young woman walks 
into the theatre. We eye each other 
suspiciously. “Are you from Show 
Wbrld?” she asks. 

“No. Are you?” I reply. 

It turns out she’s scouting short 
films for a company. She says she's 


NEW YORK 
DIARY 



Alissa Quart 


also starting a “Big Apple” dating 
service. This singular scene is of a 
piece with the story of how Firewa- 
ter came to be. Dana Burnell, the 
31-year-old screenwriter/festival co- 


founder, ventured into the strip 
joints after the Supreme Court voted 
to uphold Mayor Giulianf s new anti- 
porn zoning laws. "I had worked on 
short films before, but they never got 
shown," says Burnell. “I saw an op- 
portunity with this summer’s ruling 
against the theatres.” Of course, the 
festival’s setting is its hook - its 
seedy atmosphere gives it a hipster 
credibility. Burnell says that one of 
the favoured activities before or 
after watching the Firewater films 
is to go into the strippers' changing 
rooms and have a chortle at the leg- 
ends on the wall The favourite one 
reads, "Every dancer must wear 
high heels or boots". 

Not everyone gets the joke. 

“A very highhrow TV channel that 
will go nameless interviewed us, 
asking us over and over again 


whether people masturbate while 
watching the shorts." winces Burned. 

Ivan Lernen executive editor of 
Screw, a magazine which reads as 
its name suggests, says he feels a 
pang when he passes Times 
Square’s sex accessories shops that 
were once filled with “whips and 
chains and dildos” and are now full 
of “ugly luggage and toasters". But 
Lerner sees the upside of the curi- 
ous new arrangements of Manhat- 
tan’s sex businesses. “I think the 
short films and the Kimg Fb films 
they show now at Peepland are 
quite wonderful," he says. “And I 
think it’s good that Show World is 
playing the movies because New 
York’s venues for revival films have 
all closed down. Porno and art have 
both been ghettoised by the Mick- 
ey Mouse monolith.” 


SIR CAMERON Mackintosh 
has been obsessed with 
getting the musical Martin 
Guerre right for rather a long 
time. Now that the show has 
finally pleased the critics in its 
West Yorkshire Playhouse 
incarnation, the impresario 
can look to producing a new 
musical Sir Cameron, at 
Wednesday's parly for the 
transfer of Oklahoma! to the 
Lyceum, said he had finally 
found his next show. It will be 
a musical of John Updike's 
novel The W itches of 
Eostwick, with lyrics by John 
Dempsey and Dana P Rowe, 
who were responsible for The 
Fix at the Donmar 
Warehouse. And it could open 
in London by the end of this 
year Neither director nor cast 
has yet been chosen. 

Perhaps Sir Carnerr" 
should go for Sir CL 
Richard (right K He 
looked in need of 
cheering up at that 
same Oklahoma! 
party when a 
journalist asked 
him whether he 
had seen the 
musical when it 
first opened. Sir CIS 
spluttered into his 
mineral water as he 
pointed out that 
Oklahoma! opened : 

1943, when he was 
three years old 


week. I asked the Arts Council 
why it had been turned down. I 
was told: “It is our policy never 
to reveal our reasons for 
rejecting an application." Why 
not, for goodness' sate? Why 
should members of the public 
not be told why their local arts 
venue or a national arts venue 
is refused lottery money? Fbr 
years ministers have been 
telling the Arts Council to be 
more accountable, with little 
effect The Culture Secretary 
Chris Smith belongs to a party 
committed to open 
government He could prove it 
by making th i s publicly funded 
quango take the public into its 
confidence. 


WRITING ABOUT the 
Barbican Centre's 
rejected lottery 
application earlier this 


MARCO GOLDSCHMIED, the 
managing director of the 
“^hard Rogers partnership, 
le of the front-runners 
he presidency of the 
yal Institute of British 
rchitects. In his 
manifesto he says he 
wants the country’s 
planning laws changed 
so that architects are 
always consulted fay 
local planning 
committees. It is a 
manifesto commitment 
he can make with some 
confidence. By lucky 
coincidence. Lord 
Rogers has been 
bending the ear of the 
Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott on exactly 
this matter accompanying 
him on a trip to Holland 
recently to show him how the 
system works there. 


IF YOU happened to be a 
Carthusian monk in 18th- 
centuiy France, you were 
probably best advised to 
steer dear of the Abbe 
Jean Nollet Otherwise you 
were likely to get involved 
in one of his experiments. 
Unfortunately for the 
monastic brethren, their 
Abbe had a scientific bent, 
and a particular interest in 
electridty. In 1746. he lined 
up 200 monks, joined them 
together with wire, and 
connected them to a crude 
battery. This human c hai n 
extended for almost a mile, 
yet the current coursed 
easily from one end to the 
other. As the men jerked 
and convulsed, Nollet 
concluded that electric 
signals could be 
transmitted over long 
distances. 

So began this week’s 
serial on Radio 4. The 
Victorian Internet by Tom 


Standage tells the story of 
the electric telegraph, and 
its eventual worldwide 
development by Samuel 
Morse and other pioneers. 
David Rintoul provided a 
nice tone of relaxed 
factually for the reading so 
that the required technical 
explanations were not 
overawing or tedious. 

Science seems always to 
have been one step ahead 
of the people who live with 
it and 100 years ago the 
laws of physics must have 
seemed quite baffling. 
When the telegraph system 
was first laid out in 
America, few people 
understood bow it worked. 
One farmer even decided 
that it must be a failure 
because be never heard 
any dispatches going up 
the line. 

Years later, after the 
invention cf wireless radio, 

Maris Lamarr sat in a 


The Week 
in Radio 



Magnus Mills 


studio with a big pile of 
records. Rock’n'roll is 
something else that 
resulted from noises being 
sent along wires, and if the 
genre is to survive its 
enforced leap from Radio 1 
to Radio 2, then it needs 
someone like Lamarr to 
make sure it arrives safety. 

He opened his new 
series Shake, Rattle and 
Roll (Radio 2, Monday) by 


announcing the one great 
truth: “Elvis is still dead" 
Lamarr takes over the 
ground so well-prepared 
during the past four weeks 
by Frank Skinner's In the 
Days before Rock’n’Roll. 
This week he delved deep 
and came up with several 
songs about Cadillacs, 
including a 1947 version of 
the Jackie Brens ton classic, 
“Rocket 88". 

If you ain’t got a Cadillac, 
you could always try a 
motor-scooter instead . This 
was the form of transport 
encountered by Henry VHI 
in Corridors of Light and 
Shadow (Radio 3, Sunday) . 
Actually, he was looking for 
a horse, or maybe a mother 
for his unborn son. He 
didn't seem to have made 
his mind up yeL Instead he 
wandered around an Italian 
Ren a i ssance city disguised 
as a musician and plagued 
by this bloke on a Vespa. 


All very mysterious. 

If the young king really 
did once mate a furtive visit 
to Mantua, as this 
programme suggested, then 
he was surety tempted by 
the late Duke's widow, 
Isabella d’Este. Set against 
a background of very 
modem noises, the regal 
pair went sightseeing 
together, and she seemed to 
drop a few hints. She 
pointed out frescoes where 
English royal Every lay 
entwined with Gonzagan 
marigolds. “Apollo wears a 
short skirt and leans 
forward" she observed. 

“He wears nothing 
underneath." This 
undoubtedly made Henry 
go all hot and sweaty, and 
when she led him into her 
secret garden be probably 
thought his luck was in. 
Trouble was, he was already 
married and she was having 
none of it 
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THE BOOKS INTERVIEW 


COVER 


Journeys across the border 


Stories 


Julia Blackburn takes literature to a land where fact and fancy mix. Sara Wheeler tracks her down 


I s it a novel? Is it a travel book? Is 
it a biography? You’re never quite 
sure with a book by Julia Blad&ura. 
This seems, to the authox; to faea 
perfectly natural state of affair s. 
“My whole life blurs the boundaries 
between fact and fiction,” she says. “Cat- 
egories are irrelevant”. 

Blackburn’s career took off in 1994 when 
she published Daisy Bates in Vie Desert, 
a rich stew of travel writing, memoir and 
biography swirling round the eponymous 
Daisy, a feisty Irish fantasist who knocked 
about in the Australian bush in the first half 
of the century. Daisy reaped a bountiful har- 
vest of reviews, a quantity of foreign rights 
sales and a loyal following. 

Fbr the book before that. The Emperor’s 
Last Island, Blackburn travelled to St 
Helena in search of Napoleon. Her inter- 
est was piqued, she claims, when she saw 
the great man's pickled testicles displayed 
in a museum in southern France. In the 
book, Napoleon's story unfurls like a sail as 
Blackburn's ship Stearns towards his island 
Given her refusal to be pinned down by 
fact or fiction, it’s not surprising that she 
has set her new book in the medieval 
period. She was attracted to the way it foils 
to separate the real world from that of the 
imagination. Saints walk on and off the 
pages of The Leper's Companions 
(Jonathan Cape, £14.99) without anyone 
turning a hair , and miracles happen along- 
side acts of horrid brutality. 

The book - Blackburn's second novel - 
follows a small band of medieval pilgrims 
from a Norfolk village to Jerusalem. The 
group are joined by a shadowy narrator who 
has dropped in from the modem era. 
Blackburn is much taken with this notion 
of the elasticity of time. “Everything kept 
reminding him of something else,” she 
writes, “the elements deceptive and the 
past breaking through into the present 
while the present sank back into the past”. 

Writing is in the family; her father was 
a poet Thomas Blackburn separated from 
Julia's painter mother when their only child 
was 12. As he drank a lot and took am- 
phetamines. it was a wild kind of childhood. 
But Julia was dearly fond of her dad. who 
died in 1977. She recently edited a selec- 
tion of his poems. For a Child, which the 
Warwick-based Greville Press is bringing 
out this month. 

The title poem, written for Julia, begins 
“And have I put upon your shoulders 
then. What in myself I have refused to 
bear". .And so it turned out to be. Thomas’s 
daughter has been writing fbr as long as 
she can remember, cobbling a living to- 
gether from freelance editing, ghostwrit- 
ing and copywriting, initially in London and 
subsequently, after her children were bom, 
in Suffolk. She says she didn't have the con- 
fidence to write fiction for many years, and 
that it never occurred to her that she would 
be able to earn a living from proper writ- 
ing. But she does now. She turned 50 last 
yean and is published in ten languages. 

Her Dutch husband and their two chil- 
dren went with her both to St Helena and 
Australia. The family home is a comfy old 
house in north Suffolk, a few miles from the 
sea and a few more from the Norfolk bor- 
der. There is a large, rambling garden, and 
a boisterous lurcher caDed Mink. Blackburn 
blends in with the happy detritus of rural 
family life - hairy dog baskets, discarded 
wellies and seashells queuing on the win- 
dowsill -and when we go out for a walk she 
wears an old blue woolly hat. There is a 







Julia Blackburn, a biography 


Julia Blackburn was born in London 
in 1948. She took a degree in English 
from York University and worked as 
a freelance writer and editor before 
devoting herself frill time to her 
books. She has two children, is 


divorced and lives in Suffolk. Her six 
books include Charles Waterton 
(1989), The Emperor's Last Island 
(1991), Daisy Bates in the Desert 
(1994), and two novels: The Book of 
Colour (1995). which was shortlisted 


for the Orange Prize, and The 
Leper's Companions. She has just 
edited a volume of her father 
Thomas Blackburn's poetry, entitled 
For a Child and published this month 
by The Greville Press. 


touch of the Luddite about her. She still 
writes her books on a manual typewriter 
Critics have compared Blackburn's work 
with that of Bruce Chatwin, who died ten 
years ago. It’s difficult not to see parallels, 
both writers do thing skeletons of fact in the 
ample flesh of their imaginations. In style. 


too, the pair are remarkably similar. Both 
favour sketchily drawn characters, short 
books, short chapters and short para- 
graphs, and both display an aversion to the 
subordinate clause. 

Unlike Chatwin. however, who famous- 
ly began his travel book in Patagonia with 


the fiction “in my grandmother’s dining 
room there was a glass-fronted cabinet and 
in the cabinet a piece of skin," Blackburn 
never makes anything up in her travel writ- 
ing. She bridles at the suggestion. “There 
is nothing invented. It would never occur 
to me to make anything up!" 


But she does admire Chatwin. “Fve got 
terribly excited reading his books, 1 have 

_ a sense cffctaning home. I get bogged down 

§ with some bits, like the Grand Guignoi of 
The Viceroy qfOuida, but I iike the fresh- 
ness with which he approached each sub- 
ject He might be slightly dodgy in some of 
his fictions and factions, but his integrity 
in actually writing is without question. It’s 
an honour to be compared to him .” 

Elbe has none of Chatwirfs studied self- 
awareness, though, and it’s simpty not pos- 
sible to imagine myth-makers getting to 
work on hen For a writer so powerfully 
drawn to fantasy Julia Blackburn is reas- 
suringly down to e art h . A woman who has 
to do the school run, buy the dog food and 
wash the smalls can’t be running off to Eferis 
e v er y fiv e minutes to stock up on moleskin 
notebooks. “I see boobs very much as com- 
panions in the times 1 am writing them,” 
she says, “so to me they represent stages 
of my life. They are all part of ray autobi- 
ography, and I can read myself and things 
that I was going through in the books.” 

In the case of The Leper's Companions, 
sBa was going through a great deal. Her 
marriage had come apart “The story be- 
came very literally a way of getting out of 
the present by going into the past and think- 
ing about things I couldn’t think about di- 
rectly because they were too dose to the 
surface -and too dangerous, I suppose. By 
gpging things through the metaphor of a 
medieval time, I could go through all sorts 
of adjusting processes.” 

Them havtog completed a first draft, she 
became very flL “When 1 was in hospital 
going under with the anaesthetic I suddenfy 
thought, I know what’s going to happen to 
the leper! rd been holding on very tight in 
my own life, and when 1 was ill I had to let 
go. I saw. in hospital, what my connexions 
were wife the people Td been writing 

about That was when fee book took its pre- 
sent form and I decided that the narrator 
should go along with the other characters 
on the pilgrimage.*’ 

She says she never knows where a 
book >s going when she starts it With The 
Leper’s Companions , as the whole pattern 
of her life changed, so did the book. It was 
originally planned as short stories, then the 
biography of a medieval pilgrim - and it has 
turned out to be a typically Blackburnian 
hybrid. “It's quite funny” she says rue- 
fully. -that one works fiat out for three and 
half years and at the end of it you have just 
216 pages." 

Part of her now, is living at the cusp of 
the 18th and 19th centuries. She’s writing 
about Goya. During a visit to Madrid at a 
time when she was “unskinned”, she saw 
his black paintings. learnt that he became 
stone deaf - and found her next book. Julia 
Blackburn's writing takes off when she 
leaves her notes behind and lets her imag- 
ination take over “You get to the end of the 
research and say. right, now we're ready 
to begin. It’s making the material your own 
feat counts." 

Makin g it your own; this is the key to 
Julia Blackburn's success. She does it 
instinctively: other writers have to discov- 
er it Patrick Leigh Fbrmor once had the 
ultimate travel writer’s tfisaster he lost the 
notebook recording his journey- Yet the 
book which emerged, he said later was one 
of his best 

She smiles when I relate this anecdote. 
“The pleasure of writing,” she remarks 
sagely, “is knowing the material well 
enough to be able to go without maps." 


WITH SIMPSONS - aUegedjy 

inspiration for Are You Bemg 
mspirauu i ff _ Ulsedlts door 


there’s increasing T 

the future of PiccadUfr boot- 

selling. One rumour 
venerable Hatchards qinttug Jk 
site down the road to set «Psh<>P 
in the Simpsons butidmg.^e 
other has the Waterstone sname 
over the door with Hajdwj*; ‘ 
moving to become a Hatchards 
at Waterstone's". HMV Media 
Group, which owns both, is 

keeping mum. Intriguingty, the 
prestigious Hatchards site is 
owned by the Maudsiey and 
Bethlehem Hospital- Could there 
be an apter metaphor for the 
madness of British bookselling? 


REMEMBER J R HARTLEY'S long 
search for his book on fly fishing? 
Now authors, and indeed the rest 
of us, can dispense with the 
Yellow Pages and search on the 
net. The first online second-hand 
bookshop has just opened at: 
www.booklQvers.co.uk. Book! overs 
offers good quality second-hand 
books in a wide variety of 
categories. Each title is described 
and quality-graded, making it 
possible to “browse” as one would 
in a real bookshop. Searches can 
be conducted by aufeoi; title or 
keyword. 


FRANK HERBERT’S 1965 novel 
Dune has become a SF cl a ssic, 
selling some 10m worldwide. Now 
his son Brian Herbert along with 
Kerin J Anderson of X-Ffies fame, 
is finishing a three-volume 
“prelude" which will tell us what 
happened before Dune opens. 
The first will come from Hodder 
this autumn. The trilogy is based 
on notes left by Herbert, who died 
in 1976, and on conversations 
between father and son. 


SUBTLE IS not among the words 
ever applied to PR stunts. On 4 
February, customers at Virgin 
Megastores who buy a copy of 
Josie Lloyd and Emlyn Rees’s 
collaborative novel Come 
Together will get a free condom. 
Meanwhile, its publishers Arrow ' 
have just sent journalists a packet 
of three. Thanks, guys, but it’s the 
unprotected hype we worry about 


The Literator 


The end of Lonely Street Sentences with an appeal 


Sky-high on prescribed drugs, he wore a Bureau of Narcotics badge with 


pride... Charles Shaar Murray asks where it all went wrong for the King 


Forget the author's sensational past as gangster and convict , argues 
Danuta Kean, and you will still enjoy a bleakly funny firtional debut 


Lie-: * 


BERYL BAINBRIDGE has yet 
another chance of making it to fee 
altar Master Georgie. which many 
critics agreed should have won the 
Boohs; is shortlisted for the 
£10,000 W H Smith Literary Award 
This time she’s 141 against Alan 
Bennett, Hilary Spurting. Anthony 
Beevor, William Boyd and Julian ^ 
Barnes in another mixed-bag j 
contest. Robert Harris, one of 
TV’s talking heads for Booker 
night and a Bainbridge supporter, 
is chairman of the judges. 


0 


THE BEST one-sentence sum- 
mary of the bizarre trajectory 
of Elvis Presley’s life and career 
is still Little Richard’s. Elvis, 
opined the Bronze Libera ce, 
“got what he wanted, but he lost 
what he had". In Last Train 7b 
Memphis, the justly-lauded first 
volume of this monumental 
biography Peter Guralnick told 
the story of how Elvis got what 
he wanted. In Careless Love, 
we watch Presley losing what 
he had. As his sly manipulative 
manager Colonel Tom Parker 
once remarked, “When I met 
Elris he had a million dollars 
worth of talent Now he has a 
million dollars.” 

Careless Love picks up in 
1958, with the 23-year-old 
Elvis's induction into the US 
Army and the death of his 
beloved mother; Gladys. These 
were pivotal events: the man 
was never fee same after the 
bereavement and the artist 
was never the same after 
military service. He went in a 
threat to Western civili sa tion 
and came out a middle- 
American icon; a clean-cut 
family entertainer specialising 
in "Bing Crosby pictures". 

An exhilarating late-Sixties 
return to form turned out to be 
little more than a mirage, and 
he spent the Seventies degen- 
erating into the bloated, in- 
continent “Ifat Elvis" who died 
m his bathroom, face down in 



Careless Love: the un- 
making of Ehris Presley 
by Peter Guralnick 

L/ttfe. Brown. £19.99. 766pp 


apod of vomit wife his gold py- 
jama bottoms around his 
swollen ankl es. He had 14 dif- 
ferent drugs in his System. 

Elvis’s position on the sub- 
ject of drugs bears an eerie sim- 
ilarity to Bill Clinton’s on sex. 
Elvis believed that having 
something legally prescribed by 
a tame doctor classified it as 
“medicine”, as opposed to 
“drugs”, which were for hfapies 
and subversives. The logical 
conclusion was the grotesque 
spectacle of Elvis, weighted 
down wife guns and higher 
than a Branson balloon on the 
kind of expensive heavy-duty 
chemicals about which street 
dopers could only fantasise, 
boolsheeting his way into 


Nixon's Oval Office to offer his 
services as an anti-drug cam- 
paigner and blag himself a 
Bureau of Narcotics badge. 

How did it all go so hideous- 
ly wrong? As his bu defy Lamar 
Flke remarked, “Elvis always 

kept his own world with him; he 
kept his bubble." One of ins last 
girlfriends concurs: “like the 
boy in fee bubble - he was just 
this guy who had tins wonder- 
ful charisma aad thing s got 
blown way out of shape. He was 
just this innocent little guy.” 

K anything destroyed Elvis, 
itwaspredsefythaLHcwasfee 
first person from his back- 
ground - redneck, blue-coDai; 
white skin -to experience any- 
thing remotely lie what hap- 
pened to him To maintain his 
equilibrium he surrounded 
himself wife fee posse of ob- 
sequious hometown buddies 
who became known as the 
Memphis Mafia and who com- 
bined wife Colonel Parker to 
isolate him from the outside 
world. Spiritualty deep but in- 
tellectually shallow, he had 
everything money could buy - 
bnt that was ail he had. 

So which Elvis are we talk- 
ing about? There was the Elvis 
who endorsed Adlai Stevenson 
against Eisenhower in fee 1956 
election; who was - by the stan- 
dards of his environment - 
quite spectacularly unpreju- 
diced; who was pals with James 


Brown; who fried add in 1965; 
who became utterly distraught 
at the assassination of Dr Mar- 
tin Luther King, and numbered 
7b KiU A Mockingbird and Dr 
Strangelove among his 
favourite movies. Then there 
was the Elvis who considered 
J Edgar Hoover the greatest liv- 
ing American; who loved to 
wear cop uniforms and collect 
badges; who wanted to invite 
Khrushchev home to prove 
that anyone could succeed 
under capitalism; and who was 
so hung up about motherhood 
that he banished his bride from 
his bed following the birth of 
their dnld because he could not 
bear to have sex with any 
woman who had given birth. 

lb put it mildly, this is not a 
pretty story. Most of the best 
previous writing about Elvis has 
been analytical and polemical 

- much of that, in turn, has been 
the work of GreQ Marcus, no- 
tably in Mystery Train and 
Dead Elvis. Here Guralnick 
plays it straight In the preface 
to Last Train To Memphis, he 
stated that “if I have succeed- 
ed in my aim, I have given the 
reader the tools to create his or 
her own portrait of Elvis Pres- 
ley" He has indeed succeeded 

- brilliantly and beautifully. 
What we are left with, ulti- 
mately, is a mesmerising ac- 
count of America's broken 
promise writ large. 


MEDIA COVERAGE for 
Jimmy Boyle's first venture 
into fiction has inevitably con- 
centrated on his notorious past 
- Gorbals gang leader, con- 
victed killer, “most dangerous 
prisoner”, renowned sculptor 
and writer - rather than fee 
quality of his work. Boyle’s 
two-part autobiography drew 
attention to the brutality of 
Britain's jails in fee 1970s and 
had a significant impact on the 
campaign for prison reform. So, 
as far as the British press is 
concerned, even 15 years after 
his release, the man may be out 
of Peterhead but Peterhead 
remains in the man. 

Yet there are parallels be- 
tween this novel and Boyle’s 
own history that make specu- 
lation about its autobiographi- 
cal content more than lazy 
journalism. Hero - John 
Alexander Ferguson, a long- 
term inmate of the brutal In- 
stitution - narrates a story 
which ranges from cruelty and 
incontinence to cattlerustting 
and an audacious heist 

The Institution is a place 
where two warders, Gorky and 
Fat Head, goad and rape their 
charges while Dr Snidec laud- 
ed as a pioneering neurosur- 
geon, forces inmates to sing 
during lobotomies carried out 
under local anaesthetic. like 
Boyle, Hero's refusal to yield to 
the re gim e lands him in trou- 



Hero of 

the Underworld 
by Jimmy Boyle 

Serpent's Tail. £8.99. 216pp 


ble and he spends long years in 
solitary confinement, where 
his belligerent spirit refuses to 
be cowed. Once free. Hero’s un- 
derworld is populated by a rag- 
bag of psychotic gangsters, 
corrupt police, kind-hearted 
prostitutes and weird former in- 
mates seared by experiences 
inside. All of these echo the Gor- 
bals gangland described by 
Boyle in his autobiography. 

But it would be a pity if such 
parallels eclipsed fee fact feat 
this is an absorbing, if flawed, 
first novel, by turns shocking, 
passionate, uplifting and very 
funny. It is not another spin on 
Boyle's own dark secrets, 
though they have undoubtedly 
informed his writing (it is hard 


to believe his own stretch in 
solitary was not in mind when 
the vivid passages about Hero's 
incarceration were written). 

The strengths erf the book are 
its compassion and gallows 
humour In Hero, Bcyie has cre- 
ated a character whose strug- 
gle captures the sympathy of 
the reader and whose narration 
has a linguistic authenticity - 
including an at times irritating 
tendency to slip into cliche. 
There is genuine pathos in fee 
contrast between Hero’s 
macho defiance during captiv- 
ity and his utter impotence 
when released; he cannot con- 
trol his bowels, let alone his 
penis. Freedom diserapowers 
him and he longs for fee status 
and security of confinement 

Much of the humour is pro- 
vided by macabre comic set- 
pieces, though Beyle’s reliance 
on bodily functions, cadavers 
and graveyards leaves him 


twists and Boyle’s sympathy. 

The novel's chief weakness 
lies in Boyle’s method of writ- 
m S- It reflects his approach to 
scripting, which he describes 

as energy”. He chooses to at- 
tack his medium “blind", chip- 
ping away until the character 
of fee stone emerges. This 
gives his sculptures a visceral 
P°wei; a dangerous edge. 

His approach to writing fol- 
lows much the same style. The 
characters emerge from his 
unconscious, after which he 
chips away at his word proces- 
sor until the story arrives. It is 
an unusual method in an ace 
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mends provide the other ele- 
ment of farce. The midget 
Bonecrusher who eats pigs' 
eyeballs as though they were 
sheAet lemons. Sligo whose 


pnmacy and many new novels 
resemble joined-up screen- 
plays When it woiks, it works 
well but at times it leads to 

writing in need of 
the editor’s pentiL 

* yond these nnnor flaws, 
«ero- provides a vivid fable, 
replete with redemptive morai- 
% and a few belly laughs. As 
weU as a notorious past, Jimmy 

can boast an undoubted 
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Prophets of a 
lost paradise 

550 year s ago today, the English beheaded their anointed king. 
Tom Paulin uncovers and celebrates the forgotten Republicans 
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T oday s dale is given in the 
Oxford University- Diarv as 
the feast of “Charles I, king 
and Martyr". Until last 
month, the distinguished 
scholar and critic David Nor- 
brook was an English tutor at the univer- 
sity but, perhaps exasperated by all those 
smug dinners with toasts to the Queen, he 
resigned and emigrated to the republic of 
the United States. His marvellously- orig- 
inal, densely researched study- of the Eng- 
lish republican imagination *and intellect 
one should stress) is an attempt to retrieve 
forgotten figures like the regidde Henry 
Marten, as well as to extend our under- 
standing of the work of Milton and Marvdi 
As Britain moves towards either a 
republic or a reduced monarchy. W riling 
the English Republic should help us to 
understand both the tragedv and the glory 
of this partly-buried period of English 
literary history What Milton called “the 
| ostentatious parade of royalty” may even 
become a thing of the past No longer a lit- 
erary' theme park. Britain will be a vigor- 
ous new republic which no longer needs 
(Milton again i ‘that flatulent cry of the 
royal blood”. But in order to do this a long 
period of historical amnesia will need to be 
addressed, and the shades of marry an- 
cestors brought back towards what Milton 
terms the “great palace now r of light”. 

This burying of the past was in its time 
a civilised process which aimed to heal the 
wounds left by the two civil wars the Eng- 
lish fought in the 1640s. However: as Nor- 
brook points out Charles’s minions - like 
the previously loyal Cromwellian Sir 
George Downing, for whom the street is 
.named - hunted down several regicides 
•Tvho were brutally executed. They were 
half-hanged, their genitals cut off and 
their intestines burnt in front of them. 

Beyond this barbarity, the Act of In- 
demnity and Oblivion banned “any name 
or names, or other words of reproach tend- 
ing to revive the memory of the late dif- 
ferences”. Norbrook’s study attempts to 
counter the effects of this erasure. Sup- 
pressing the republican element in Eng- 
lish culture means that most British 
citizens have an impoverished idea of 
their national past 



Writing the English republic: 
poetry rhetoric and politics 
1627-1660 
by David Norbrook 

Cambridgr University Press. £40. 523pp 


To begin the process of educating us as 
citizens, scholars like Norbrook need to 
spend years in libraries like the Bodleian 
(that library bravely hid Milton's books after 
the Restoration, rather than obey an order 
to bum them;. One of his major discover- 
ies concerns the Roman poet Lucan, 
whose epic poem Pharsalia, about the civil 
war between Caesar and Pompey, is cen- 
tral to the English republican imag inatio n. 

Virgil and Horace remain strong pres- 
ences in English poetry, but Lucan's aus- 
tere republicanism has been lost. 
Christopher Marlowe’s resonant transla- 
tion of the first book of the Pharsalia was 
published alter his murder, and my hunch 
is that Milton remembered part of it 
(“rings of fire/ Fly in the air. and dreadful 
bearded stars,/ And comets that presage 
the fall of kingdoms”; when he dictated 
these lines about Satan's obscured glory: 
as when the sun new risen 
Looks through the horizontal misty air 
Shorn of his beams, or from behind the moon 
hi dim eclipse disastrous twilight sheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs 

Charles ITs Licenser of the Press re- 
garded these lines as politically subversive 
If he had spotted the parallels between Mil- 
ton's Satan and Lucan's Caesar; he might 
also have seen that Paradise Lost cele- 
brates the English republic right from the 
opening address to the Holy Spirit Among 
Norbrook’s discoveries is a pamphlet in 
which a republican theorist echoes the 


opening of Genesis (“the earth was with- 
out form and void”) to describe the his- 
torical situation out of which the English 
commonwealth was created. God’s creation 
of the universe is analogous both to the 
emergence of republican England, and the 
divine inspiration which builds Paradise. 

Norbrook is particularly interesting on 
the way in which political theory derived 
from Lucan and Machiavelli informs writ- 
ing during this period. He shows how dis- 
cord and turbulence were seen as central 
to the health of a state. Where Virgil and 
Horace liked to sing of concord, Lucan 
describes both the Roman state and the 
cosmos as an unstable, discordant mech- 
anism. Where royalists believed in beau- 
ty. concord, unity, puritan republicans 
believed in sublimity, free speech and a 
turbulent iconoclasm. 

This battle, both political and aesthet- 
ic, informs a sermon by William Laud which 
is another of Norbrook’s compelling dis- 
coveries. Laud, who became Archbishop 
of Canterbury and died on the scaffold like 
his master Charles L, was at this time 
Bishop of London. On 17 March 1628, he 
gave a sermon at the opening of parliament 
which alludes to Caesar’s overthrow of 
Pompey and the Emperor Frederick’s tri- 
umph over Saladin. By analogy Caesar and 
the last important medieval Holy Roman 
Emperor are Charles I, while Pompey and 
Saladin are those puritan members of par- 
liament who 17 years later would convict 
Laud of treason and cut off his head. As 
Norbrook states. Laud's sermon “publicly 
and provocatively aligned the Anglican 
church with the goal of crushing republi- 
can liberty” 

One of the triumphs of Norbrook’s his- 
torical method of reading literary texts is 
the dose attention he pays to particular 
words and lines of verse. Thus Marvell, at 
the start of the “Horatian Ode on 
Cromwell's Return from Ireland", uses the 
word “now" three times: 

Thcforward youth that would appear 
Must now jbrsake the muses dear 
And now the Irish are ashamed 
The Piet no shelter now shall find 
As Norbrook shows, this use of “now” 
is linked to Sir Peter Lely’s portrait of 
Henry Marten, that forgotten regicide. 


BOOKS/15 



which has the word NOW inscribed on it 
The word is a Machiavellian injunction 
to decisive action, “to seize the occasion, 
perhaps linked with regidde”. Although 
Marvell compares Charles I to Caesar in 
the “Horatian Ode”, he famously ends the 
poem by warning that the same - i.e. mil- 
itary - arts that “did gain J A power, must 
it maintain”. Cromwell, he implies, may yet 
become Caesar himself 

MQton, it may be, shared a similar 
reservation. He both eulogises Cromwell 
in his hugely eloquent and heme pamphlet 
“Second Defence of the People of England”, 
and warns him not to “invade that liberty 
which you have defended”. Arguing that 
Cromwell ought not to assume the title of 
king, Milton - in a passage Norbrook 
quotes - activates the style of anti- 
courtly sublime: “%u deservedly reject that 
pomp of title which attracts the gaze and 
admiration of the multitude. Fbr what is a 
title but a certain definite mode of digni- 
ty; but actions such as yours surpass, not 
only the bounds of our admiration, but our 
titles; and. like the points of pyramids, 
which are lost in the douds, they soar above 
the possibilities of titular commendation.” 
In my view; this is a passage which also 
allows us to see deep into Milton's politi- 
cal subconscious by tracing that curious, 
almost Magritte-like comparison of 
Cromwell's epic actions to pyramids. Com- 
pare this passage with some lines from 
Book Five of Paradise Lost: 


end Scion to his royal seat 
High on a kiU, far biasing, as a mount 
Raised on o mount, with pyramids and towers 
Prom diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of 
Cold 

We can recognise that pyramids, like 
Egypt itself, hare Satanic connotations for 
Milton. He coded Ins detestation of Charles 
I and Charles n under the symbolic figure 
of the blind Pharaoh, the slayer of the 
Israelites’ first-born sons. 

In another prose work, “The Reason of 
Church Government”, Milton compares the 
rule of bishops to a “pyramid” that aspires 
and sharpens to ambition: “the most di- 
viding, and schismatical form that geo- 
metricians know or. Like William Blake, 
Milton disliked triangles, and by identify- 
ing them with Cromwell, he was bringing 
his anxieties about the direction of 
Cromwell’s rule to the surface. 

What emerges from Norbrook’s plenary 
work is the need for a new edition of Par- 
adise Lost which explains the many his- 
torical and literary allusions which are 
missing from modern versions, lb read that 
supreme epic of English republican liber- 
ty is to be struck again and again by the 
feet that it is a patchwork of quotations from 
other texts, as well as a shimmer of glanc- 
ing allusions to contemporary events. 

Satan, for example, is compared to 
mist because the Royalists broke a treaty 
with Pa rliament during the Civil War and 
ambushed a parliamentary army under 


cover of fog near Brentwood in Essex. 
Meanwhile, these anti-royalist lines: 

•VJorr solemn than the /odious pomp Dial 
waits 

On princes, when their rich retinue long 

Of horses led. and grooms besirxcrvd with gold 

pick up statements by Lady Macbeth after 
King Duncan's murder. Milton is associ- 
ating royal pomp and ceremony with a mur- 
derous would-be king, though I wonder if 
at a deeper subconscious level there may 
be some knot of regidde guilt here. 

If a non-specialist can pick up such al- 
lusions. how mazi>' more can a Milton schol- 
ar find? Now that he has hatched Writing 
the English Republic out of the abyss of 
royalist Oxford. I suggest that an ambitious 
publisher invite Norbrook to do a new edi- 
tion of Paradise Lost. One thing, sadly, is 
certain. That publisher will not be Oxford 
University Press, for that disastrously 
managed and discredited outfit - a de- 
partment of the university - has axed its 
poetry list Did the academics who are 
styled “delegates to the press” resign? No: 
like Satan's minions, they clung to the cliff 
ledge of their bountiful free books. As we 
wait for that shining new edition of Par- 
adise Lost, let us give thanks for those long 
years this exemplary Scottish scholar 
spent in the Bodleian Library, researching 
the deep structures of English liberty. 

Tom Paulin is a fellow of Hertford 
College. Oxford 
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Duped by the mandolin’s seductive sound 


“THE MILLION-copy bestseller”, 

a yells the jacket on the latest reprint 
... of Captain Corelli's Mandolin 



(Vintage, £5.99). A trifle previous, 
perhaps, since the latest figures 
showed the ubiquitous commuter’s 
companion on skies of 993,000. At 
any rate, the Louis de Bernieres 
blockbuster has helped to fuel some 
smug pun di try about the upwardly- 
mobfle drift of the book charts. 

More will follow in the wake of the 
late Laureate’s Whitbread victory 
this week, as Ted Hughes has lately 
outsold the likes of Terry Pratchett 
and Maeve Binchy. (Then again. 
Birthday Letters on its current 
form might well walk away with the 
Eurovision Song Contest, or even 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup.) 

It's true enough that a handful of 
classy titles now profit from the 


kind of marketing barrage that once 
served only pulp and glitz. Liberally 
sprinkled with the likes of Cold 
Mountain, Memoirs of a Geisha or 
The God qf Small Things, the 
fiction Ibp Tens of the late 1990s do 
appear to have undergone a rapid 
evolutionary spurt A decade or so 
ago, the equivalent lists would 
freeze in the tacky grip of Jackie 
(Collins), Jilfy (Cooper), Freddy 
(Fbrsythe), and their friends. These 
days, such aristocrats of the airport 
racks will often undersell their 
“literary” rivals by a mile. 

So far; so flattering - to readers, 
retailers and publishers alike. Yet it 
takes a trunk of cash to make a star 
- especially at the top end of the 
maricet Even Captain Corelli, that 
fabled word-of-mouth success, 
enjoyed more PR attention than its 


A Week in 
Books 



BOYD TONKIN 

Are we really ‘braining 
up ' to better books ? 

legend would suggest. The pizzazz 
that can catapult a complex novelist 
to peaks of fame will cost enough to 
ensure that other good writers 
languish in a deeper obscurity than 


ever. In publishing, the differentials 
that divide the pampered elite from 
the rest have widened oceanicalfy. 
Matthew 25:29 springs to mind: 
“Unto every one that hath shall be 
given.. So a host of gifted authors 
in the hard-pressed so-called 
“midlist" now find themselves not 
so much published as simply 
printed. There’s no such thing as a 
free publication lunch, and the 
perceived second division will 
always pick up the tab. 

At least plenty of novelists still 
find a home of sorts. Many species 
of non-fiction authors face not just 
neglect but extinction. Eliminate 
the journeyman biographies, the 
modish memoirs, the moonlighting 
scientists, the Cooked-up kiss-and- 
tells, and the non-fictioQ prospects 
for early 1999 look pitifully thin. 


1 have been savouring an 
exquisite set of essays and 
narratives by the American nature 
writer Barry Lopez, About This Life 
(Harvill, £12). This peerless stylist 
records reflective journeys across 
tundra or tropic that stand in 
relation to Bill Bryson’s jolty trips 
roughly as Messiaen does to 
Madonna. A balanced culture needs 
both, of course - but dozens of 
chequebooks wave for the Brysons 
while only a few brave souls (in this 
case, Christopher MacLehose at 
Harvill) dare bid for the Lopezes. 

Non-fiction writing of this grace 
and grandeur now looks as rare, 
and as threatened, as the wolves or 
bears Lopez so lyrically pursues. 
However sweet that chart-topping 
mandolin sounds, we need - more 
than ever - to hear different tunes. 
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Crying and lying 


South Africa’s ‘rainbow nation’ found not a crock of gold but a can of worms. Christopher Hope looks inside 


THERE EXISTED in South Africa, 
from 1996 to 1998, a panel called the 
Tm(h and Reconciliation Commis- 
sion. It became known as the TRC - 
because everything in South .Africa is 
stripped down to bare initials- The 
Co mmi ssion held public hearings 
across the country. Otiose who had suf- 
fered under the old regime were in- 
vited to tell their stories, and claim 
redress. And those responsible were 
encouraged to own up. 

Antjie Krog followed the TRC as a 
radio reporter; and it gripped her 

body and souL The TRC was a kind of 

of stock-taking into the moui^m of 


namag wigpuus me w* — 

hmH The Commission was also one 
of the oddest bodies ever to lumber 

.■ a — * - — lAwiWoAonri it 



was buitt of aH the colours 

to be called “the rainbow nafaiaf - 

% people found the rainbow led not to a 
crock of gold but to a can of worms, 
and the expression fell into disuse. 

It was led tty a bishop. Desmond 
■Mu, and ran, it seems, on tean* 
rhetoric and adrenalin. When 
Co mmissi oners were not bonrmed by 

the evidence, toeywerehomfi«JwTth 

each other: They regularly broke down 
and wept Or called each other 
“racists”. On worse still, “liberals - 


and, in the hew South Africa, that’s an 
even dirtier word than it was in the old 
South Africa. 

Reading about the Commission in 
the Afrikaans press, I sometimes got 
the idea that ft was seen as lynch party 
led by a black bishop in a frock. Scep- 
tical Afrikaners called it the “Crying 
and Lying Commission”. 

The TRC looked at the years be- 
tween 1960 until 1993 -the age of High 
Apartheid. The period was arbitrary; 
but one must start somewhere. Start 
at the beginning and you would have 
to go back three centuries to the first 
Dutch settlers in the Cape, who 
bought a gang of slaves, plenty of 
whips, and retired to the shade of a 
thorn tree. The British took it over 
from there. And, finally, the Afrikan- 
ers turned it into the state religion. 

Antjie Krog is an Afrikaner and this 

adds a fine edge to her telling. Her 
book is less about the victims of one 
of the cruellest and most stupid forms 
of blood-religion ever devised than 
about the anguish of many Afrikaners. 
Sham e is what they feel, she says 
shrewdty but not guilt She is right as 
any cursory reading of the white na- 
tionalist papers will show. Alas, very 
few people read the Afrikaans press. 

But she is mistaken when she says 



Country of My Skull 
by Antjie Krog 

Jonathan Cape. £16.99. 304pp 


that the TRC made whites aware of 
what had been done in their name. Let 
us dispose of the canard that some 
people “didn’t know”. It was almost 
impossible not to know what was 
going on. %u could not escape it if you 
wanted to. Apartheid was never a dirty 
little secret It was for many people ns 
natural as breathing. 

The deal went something like this 
Afrikaners ran the country; English- 
speakers went into business. Good 
South Africans were rewarded with 
rugby matches. Bad South Africans 
went to jafl. Those who disagreed with 
the regime were exited, jailed, banned, 
pushed from high windows, bombed , 


shot and hanged. The people who ran 
the show were proud of it And most 
whites not only knew how the show 
was run - they approved 

But the TRC at least provoked an 
assault on the collective loss of mem- 
ory. Businessmen and judges, for 
example, now deny aiding and abet- 
ting the regime. Vet back in the old 
days it was as hard to find a captain 
of industry who did not support the 
regime as it is these days finding one 
who admits doing so. It is claimed that 
judges never supported the regime. 
But there was no need to: their judge- 
ments did it for them. 

Appearing before the Commission 
were the foot-soldiers erf apartheid the 
torturers, interrogators, gunmen, in- 
formers, bombers and contract killers. 
Bnt what of the big fish, those figures 
called in South African dich e-babble 
the “major players"? The white lead- 
ers who promoted the murder 
programmes; or the ANC comman- 
ders who sent bombers into shopping 
malls? They regretted past “mis- 
takes”, dodged and weaved, or refused 
to testify. And blamed the “other” side. 

Black and white politicians did what 
they do best It is the old South African 
impulse - when in doubt, form a car- 
tel and duff up the opposition. 


Perhaps it does not matter. Coun- 
try qfMyS/cufi is worth reading for the 
stories told by those who suffered 
most Bereaved wives, fathers, lovers 
and children speak of their loss and 
their pain in voices so free of hatred 
that one can only marvel. Their 
evidence makes this one of the most 
remarkable books to come out of 
South Africa for a long time. 

Antjie Krog did not cover the final 
few months of the Commission's life. 

' Disillusion spread. Truth, as Pontius 
Pilate knew, is a dodgy little number 
to pin down - and reconciliation 
fared not much better. Poll after poll 
showed black and white further apart 
after the Commission wound down 
than before it started. 

The Truth and Reconciliation Com- 
mission began, in the eyes of some, as 
the government's creature. But faced 
with unpalatable truths about ANC 
atrocities, the government muttered 
darkty about shelving the final report. 
Tutu, as chairman, said he would go 
to jail first It was just like old times. 
The TRC managed, in the end, to upset 
just about everyone - and that is a 
rather wonderful achievement 

Christopher Hope publishes ftis new 
novel , ‘Signs qfthe Heart, m June 


'By far the most astute and 
painful dissection of male sexual 
restlessness that I have read' 

Daily Mail 

'Hanif Kureishi's best book so far' 

The Times 



^ tfr?GvSf£*s f MjSif-y:* 

Now in paperback £6.99 'Jfi 

Also available as an audiobook / V .T1 
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PAPERBACKS 


Bestsellers 


BY EMMA HAGESTADT AND CHRISTOPHER HIRST 


The Punic 
Wars 

by Nigel Bagnall, 
Pimlico. £12.50. 

347pp 



A MODERN Field-Marshal applies his 
strategic expertise to the greatest 
confrontation of classical times. Hie 
118-year conflict between Carthage and 
Rome was initiate d by the e xpans ionist 
Romans, who got more than they 
bar gain ed for when Hannibal hacked his 
way almost to the walls of Rome. 
Bagnell's analysis is leavened with 
character sketches and dry humour He 
notes that a ferocious general who 
advocated cannibalism to ease logistics 
problems was “obviously a very 
practi cal fellow, if a bit short on realism.’' 


Arithmetic 

by Todd McEwen. 
Vintage. £5.99. 
185pp 



CHILDHOOD, SOUTHERN Californian- 
style is the subject of Todd McEwen’s 
latest comic novel Thrown out of their 
hacienda-style bungalow to make way 
for the building of Disneyland, Joe 
Lake’s family is relocated to a new tract 
home in a new town. School is OK until 
Joe blows it by taking a huge jade- 
coloured pencil (topped off with a 
wooden China man) to his maths class. 
From then on, arithmetic comes to 
embody all the “crappy feelings" he has 
for his new home. An energetic and 
brightly lit child’s-eye view of life in the 
dirt hills of Orange County. 


The Gold of 
Exodus 

by Howard Blum. 
Coronet. £7.9 9. 

435pp 



THOUGH IT reads like an airport novel, 
this is a real-life account of an attempt by 
a dodgy American duo - an “ex-SWAT 
team member" and a “politician and 
treasure hunter" - to find gold hidden on 
the “true Mount Sinai”. While diving in 
the Red Sea, they chance upon “the land 
bridge that the Israelites crossed 4000 
years ago". Sadly, the mountain of Moses 
turns out to be a Saudi nuclear base and 
our heroes are arrested. “Don’t even 
think of turning cute on me", warns their 
captor Were they set up by Mossad? Who 
cares? Reading this book is like being 
cornered by bar-room fantasists. 


Karoo 

by Steve Tesich, 
Vintage, 
£6.99. 
406pp 



IN THIS second novel Steve Tesich (who 
died in 1996 aged 53) has created an anti- 
hero as appealing as any dreamt up by 
Philip Roth or Saul Bellow. Dr Saul 
Karoo is a curmudgeonly sc ript doctor 
with a drink problem, an ex-wife and an 
interior life to match literature’s most 
hyped-up middle-aged males. Called 
upon by sleazy Hollywood st udio 
executive Jay Cromwell to rewrite the 

first film of legendary director Arthur ^ 

Ho useman, Karoo ends up selling what’s 
left of his soul for the sexual favours of a 
Venice Beach hopeful 


The 3east in 
the Nursery 

by Adam Phillips. 
Faber. £7.99. 
134pp 



THIS BOOK consists of only three short 
essays, plus intro and coda, but you don't 
fell short-changed. Prompted by Freud 
(“the child’s profundity is in the quality of 
his curiosity”), Phillips muses not so 
much on childhood as the losses 
experienced on the path to adulthood. 
Every line resonates with potent insights, 
often arousing feelings we have long 
forgotten: “The child is the virtuoso of 
desire... lb forget the pleasures of 
anticipation is to forget memory itself.” 
Indifference, says Phillips, is never an 
option for children. They are “suspicious 
of darity... in awe of the passions". 


On the 
Move: 
feminism for 
a new 
generation 
edited by Natasha 
Walter. 
Virago, £9.99. 
186pp 
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SelfflnimJvementfatbeorderofthtjdayatthetopof 
the noo-firtfon fist. The top seven titles tackle the . 
Inner and outer man and woman, as treO as their 
surfaunffngs. Audit hasbeenargoed this week that 
afahproportioaiafthe phenomenal 150JHTO copies 


sold of ltd Hughes’s uralti-award-winrang Birthday 


tale ofthe lives and loves < 


rather than by ^yed-m-ti»e^woolporfzy lovers- 
Patricia Cornweirs avid fans have ensured feat ^ i qqq 

Southern Cross, her latest thriflei; goes straight in at © Bookwatch Ltd. 




ORIGINAL FICTION 




TITU 


AUTHOB/FUBLISHra 


weekly SALES 


PRICE : 


1(2) OtwGIri , - 

2 (-) Southern Cross 

3 11) Tiffany’s Secret Diary 


Patricia Scantan {Bantam) 


2.839 


£5.99 


Patricia D Cornwell (little. Brown) 


£16.99 


(3) Tbm Clancy’s Powerpfays 


Kate Lock (BBC) 


Tom-Clancy. (Penguin) 


Ramses 5; Under the Western Acada Christian Jacq (Simon & Schuster) 
Glamorama Bret Easton Ellis (Read or) 


5 (4) 

6 ( 10 ) 

7 (5) 

8 (8) TMs United State 


ChnrchUrs People 


Mary Jane Staples (Corgi) 


Colin Forbes (Macmillan) 


9 (6) 

10 (-) 


Archangel 


Robert Harris (Hutchinson) 


Miracle Cure 


Michael Paimer (Hutchinson) 


ORIGINAL NON-FICTION 


TITLE 


. AUTROR/PVBU5HER 


1(3) 

2 ( 1 ) 

3(2) 

4(4) 

5(7) 

6 ( 8 ) 

7(6) 

8(9) 

9(5) 

10(-) 


Men are from Mars... 


John Gray (Thorsons) 


Delia’s How to Cook 
Little Book of Feng Shuf 


Delia Smith (BBC) 


The Little Book of Calm 


Lillian Too (Element} 


Seafood Odyssey 


Paul Wilson (Penguin) 


Low Pat Cookbook 
Rghtlng Fat, Fighting Fit 


Rick Stein (Bg£J 


Rosemary Conley (Century) 
Janette Marshall 




Birthday Letters 


Notes From a Big Country 


Ted Hughes (Faber) 

Bill Bryson (Doubleday) 


Station X: the codebreakers 


Michael Smith (Channel - ^) 


SCIENCE 


TITLE 


AUTMOR/PUBUSHfiR 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


Longitude 


Pava Sobel (Fourth Estate) 


Station X: the codebreakers 


Michael Smith (Channel 4) 


The Mars Mystery 


Fermat's Last Theorem 


G Hancock & R Bauval (Penguin) 


Simon Singh (Fourth Estate) 


The Calendar 


David Ewing Duncan (Fourth Estate) 


Earth Story 


Hon the Mind Works 


Simon Lamb & David Sington (BBC) 


Unweaving the Rainbow 


Steven Pinker (Penguin) 



TS41 

T^r 


1,554 
”1,459 


WEEKLY SALES 


1.661. 

1,219 


280 

200 


190 


£1 9.99 b,. 
£ 9.99 H 


Richard Dawkins (Allen Lane) 


Between Silk and Cyanide 
Dragonfly 


Leo Marks (HarperCollins) 


176 

103 


£20 

£19.99 


Bryan Burrough (Fourth Estate) 


101 


£ 17.99 


SPOKEN WORD 


IN HER book The New Feminism, The 
Independent's Natasha Walter challenged 
the assumption that feminism had become 
a dirty word among young women. This 
anthology of nine essays (including pieces 
by MP Oona King, journalists Kath Vrner 
and Aminatta Foma, Helen Wilkinson of 
Demos, and several 15 to 18-year-olds) 
resoundingly proves her point It’s a 
pa ssi onat e l y argued and undogmatic read, 
and Walter says she found herself 
disagreeing with many contributors’ 
opinions. The only shame is that some of 
feminist’s liveliest commentators were too 
long in the tooth to be included. 


CHRISTINA HARDYMENT 



Classic Crimes of 
Passion 

read by Derek Jacobi 
C5A, 3hrs. £8.99 


THIS WEEK'S audio 
choices feature 
passions past and 
present perfect 
escapist listening for 
those banished to bed 
with the ’flu. The 
Talkies Awards’ 
Reader of the Year 
Derek Jacobi is 
probably best known 
at present for his 
portrayal of Brother 
Cadfael (available on 
audio from Hodder 


Headline'!, but he 
comes magnificently 
into his own in 
reading CSA 
Tell tapes' unusual 
selection of 
murderous 
tales with a 
passionate twist 
from authors as 
various as Louisa 
May AlcotL Algernon 
Blackwood, Guy de 
Maupassant and 
Wilkie Collins. 



Come Together 
read by Jack Davenport 
and Natasha little 
Random House. 2hrs 
£8.99 


AUTHORS JOSIE 
Lloyd and Emlyn 
Rees hatched a neat 
idea along Men are 
firm Mars, Women 
are from Venus lines 
with this novel in 
which boy and girl 
alternate in telling 
the story of their 
meeting, each picking 
up where the other 
left aft Room for 
much almost 
unbearable but 


horribly true to life - 
misunderstandings, 
and a good deal 
of shrewd Observation 

of current sexual 
mores (or rather 
amores). This “in 
your bead” angle of 
approach works very 
well when read aloud, 
especially by such 
talented readers as 
Jack Davenport and 
Natasha “Becky 
Sharp" Littie- 
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Dazzling horseplay around the pleasure-dome 


Helen Stevenson revisits Lilliput with a female guide and enjoys a galloping satire on masculine follies ancient and modem 





The Mistress of Lilliput 

by Alison Fell 

Doubleday. £12.99. 351pp 


“SATIRE", WROTE Jonathan Swift 
“is a sort of glass wherein behold- 
ers do generally discover every- 
body’s face but their own." If a 
narrative is a glass, then what shall 
we say of Lemuel Gulliver’s face? 
Age msy not have withered him, nor 
even the fierce sun of the southern 
seas, but 300 years have lent a per- 
spective to Ids features which no 
woman is inclined to fad appealing. 
If we remember him now it is usu- 
ally in an image from children's 
abridgements, pegged to liffiputian 
earth, mightily fallen anri ridi cu lou s , 

pinioned like some ward voodoo dol 
Meanwtifle, Mrs Mary Gulliver 
stayed at home and brought up the 


children, patiently biding her time: 
“like many of her sex my mistress 
was more interested in the myste- 
rious continents of her own nature 
than in regions further flung". 

Now, at last she has been given 
something to do. Alison IfeU’s nar- 
rator is Mrs Gulliver’s ck>Q, who owes 
equanimity to the fact that she is less 
susceptible to the sliding scale of 
self-regard and loathing than most 
women - being of an unvarying size. 

Nothing daunted by her hus- 
band's brief visit home, at a time 
when he was suffering from severe 

Hi ppomanifl and rniahlp tn a hi rip his 

own species, Mrs Gulliver adopts a 
cheery attitude. She resolves to go 


and find him. Accordingly, she sets 
sail with her little wooden doU, hop- 
ing to make up for lost cor^jugal time. 

A cloak of wide-eyed naivety is 
standard dress-code for the ironist 
Travels and travails do not dim 
Mary’s optimism. Her experience of 
the exotic does not so much whet ha* 
appetite for a voyage of personal dis- 
covery as lead her more fervently to 

wish for a time when she may be re- 
united with her errant spouse. 

In the mea ntime, sh e suffers her 
due ration of shipwrecks, sunstrokes 
and persecutions. Her most mem- 
orable experiences occur on Lilliput, 
where the little people decide to pun- 
ish her by proxy for her husband’s 


offences against their country. The 
construction of a stately pleasure 
dome is decreed, in which Mary will 
be displayed to a curious public. 
“The emperor has endorsed the 
establishment of a Popular Pleasure 
Palace, with opportunities for sport 
and leisure, and arcades for market 
stalls and penny amusements, for he 
is persuaded that such an enterprise 
will not only swell the coffers of the 
country but also distract the popu- 
lace, whose minds dwell with re- 
sentment upon their penury." Most 
of the satire in this novel is direct- 
ed at the familiar notion that women 
are keener on ecstasy than on en- 
quiry. I enjoyed this brief instance 


of plain contemporary pin-sticking. 

Gulliver is bound to be com- 
pletely off his head by the time 
Mary catches up with him, but he 
was onfy ever a pretext Given a 
choice between a humourless Hrp- 
pomane die is still inclined to the odd 
snort) and a giggly Frenchman ob- 
sessed with breeding strawberry 
plants, you might think she would 
have done better staying at home 
and getting to know a nice mer chant 
or vicar But some women just don’t 
know what’s good for them. 

Words like sprightly, iterating 
brilliant spring to mind. Alison Fell 
wields glittering 18th-century pas- 
tiche prose like a deadly letter 


opener concealed in a lady's purse 
— itself concealed in a larger enve- 
lope, which is a literary form in- 
vented by men for men. The 
Mistress ofLUUput is an extraordi- 
narily clever and impressive piece 
of writing, but it is not Immune to the 
weaknesses of the genre - monoto- 
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change and the prose will stick like 
this till the final sentence. Men call 
this consistency. Alison is a su- 
perb writer; but by the end of this 
novel, I felt her skills wen* d war fi ng 
a genre she had outgrown in tire 
course of writing. I look forward to 

more of the same, but diffetenL 
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AIM ilVraXiCATIJVG DEBUT NOVEL 


- .-Fantasticafiy well-observed 
, and incredibly readable... Brilliant' 
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INSPIRATIONS 


WRITER AND PHOTOJOURNALIST 

John Reader 


The place 
The sea. And any 
coastline, where breakers 
deliver the energy of the 
oceans to the beaches, the 
rocks and the tidal pools. 



The play 

Luigi Pirandello’s Six 
Characters in Search of 
an Author. The best sort 
of drama. 


The film 

The Passenger directed by 
Michelangelo Antonioni 


The artwork 

Any rock painting; where 
you can stand exactly 
where the painter stood 
thousands of years before. 


The music 

“Early one morning, just 
as the sun was rising...’’ - 
that song, sung by a single, 
unaccompanied soprano 
voice, is an echo from the 
childhood of an evacuee. 
The simple, clear purity of 
it doesn’t so much fill a 
space as create one. 


John Reader's latest book 
is ‘Africa: a biography of 
fhe continent’, published, 
by Penguin at £14.99 
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Books worth 
thinking about 


see page 7 of 
The Independent Magazine 
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jfaud, mud, glorious mud: the Macintosh family in their garden, which they are planning to restore to its former glory 


Martin Rickett 


Water, water everywhere 

GARDEN WORKSHOP: What is the best way to renovate a waterlogged garden in the Lake District? Anna Pavord offers a solution 


WE MOVED recently 
from Cornwall to Cum- 
bria and have inherited a 
garden of about half an 
acre which was last cared for 12 
years ago. Neighbours have told 
ns that this was once a lovely gar- 
den and we think that several of 
the remaining trees and bushes 
-look interesting, if neglected. We 
J*have started to dear out the eMee 
hazel sycamore, etc, that have 
seeded, and have began to make 
a patch for a vegetable garden, but 
we have hit several problems. 

The area outside the side door 
^ (and main entrance) becomes 
soggy when it rains. The levels are 
erratic. Can we make it drier? If 
so, how? I know it has rained a lot 
recently, bnt even the path sinks 
under water. 

We know where we would like 
to put the vegetable/fruit garden, 
but have been told that nearby 
trees wiD take all the goodness out 
of the soiL If so, can we overcome 
this ? I am used to a Cornish gar- 
^ den and also want to know how 
•i best to continue to grow my 


S3 


favourite squashes, cape goose* 
berries, etc, in a northern climate. 

Vfe have a rough idea now of the 
original layout of the garden, but 
have requirements of our own, so 
the garden must evolve. The three 
children need an area of lawn; I 
need a herb garden and we want 
to keep a “wild” boundary next to 
the road. 

However, we also want to work 
within the existing framework as 
much as possible and to incorpo- 
rate some of the surviving trees 
and shrubs. How do we go about 
rescuing the neglected ones? 

EMMA MACKINTOSH, her 
husband Ross and their 
three children (Alex, who 
is six, five-yearold Kather- 
ine, and John, three) live in a long, 
low, white-haded farmhouse near 
Hawkshead in the Lake District The 
house is beautifully situated, shel- 
tered by rising land and well 
screened by trees, including ancient 
beeches. People must have been gar- 
dening round this house since at 
least the 1600s and, despite the 


recent neglect, the Mackintoshes 
have taken on a place with some 
superb features. 

An old stone wall marks the 
southern boundary of the garden 
and immediately behind that is a 
wonderfully wild stream (sorry - 
beck), hung with ferns and mosses. 
Along this boundary somebody who 
knew his plants has set fine rhodo- 
dendrons, acers and azaleas, some 
of them now 12-I5ft high. The path 
to the kitchen door is made from 
huge black flagstones, which con- 
tinue round the south and west 
sides of the house. The site is flat- 
fish and the soil though probably 
hungry as many acid soils are, 
looked light and easy to work. 

Having taken on a house that was 
a ruin, and a garden that was com- 
pletely impenetrable, I do not un- 
derestimate the slog that is needed 
to clear undergrowth and restore 
some sense of order and delight in 
a garden. Pbrtunately Emma Mack- 
intosh seemed more than equal to 
the task 

Most importantly, she was keen 
to release the potential of the 


garden. She felt (hooray!) that a gar- 
den un-garden ed was a criminal 
waste of opportunity. And she had 
ideas and energy. At the moment, 
she is doinga textile design course, 
but bad already dug an impressive 
vegetable plot and (with her hus- 
band) released many rhodo- 
dendrons from choking bramble 
and elder I felt like getting out my 
fork and joining her there and then. 

Ross Mackintosh trained as a 
land agent, so he will know better 
than I the best way to drain the land 
by the side door Only time will tell 
how necessary this may be. Al- 
though the Lake District was se- 
verely flooded on the day of my visit, 
I got to the Mackintoshes’ door diy- 
sfaod. But water is weird stuff, with 
a mind of its own. If it decides to be 
troublesome, a simple land drain ex- 
ploiting the lie of the land towards 
the beck would keep it out of harm’s 
way. The wide flagstone path at 
least prevents the area immediate- 
ly around the house from churning 
into mud. 

The patch the Mackintoshes have 
chosen for their vegetable plot is 


unlikely to suffer from the presence 
of apple trees at one end of it The 
soil is light and stony so will, any- 
way need regular feeding. They 
are lucky in that they have access 
to as mudi farmyard manure as they 
want, and that a Add gate leads from 
foe lane directly into the lower part 
of foe garden, dose to foe veg- 
etable patch. A tractor could deliv- 
er a load of FYM without upsetting 
any other part of the garden. 

But will Emma Mackintosh be 
able to go on growing the squashes 
and other tender produce she en- 
joyed in her Cornish garden? I don't 
see why not Although, geographi- 
cally, they have made an enormous 
leap north, growing conditions may 
not be as different as she believes. 
For a start, their Cumbrian house is 
sheltered And it is low, cm a level 
withEsthwaite Water opposite. It is 
also much sunnier she says, than 
their Cornish house, which was 
tucked away in a deep coombe. 

But she will need artificial help in 
extending foe growing season. The 
Mackintoshes have acquired a 
greenhouse and this, together with 


some rolls of Agralan fleece to pro- 
tect crops from early frosts, should 
be all she needs. She can start the 
squash seedlings in Sin pots on her 
window ledge, harden them off in the 
greenhouse and set them out in early 
June already well grown. Toma- 
toes wfll probably do better in foe 
greenhouse than outside. 

The layout of foe garden was not 
entirely satisfactory. Mrs Mackintosh 
had discovered two beds that 
seemed once to lie either side of a 
stone-edged path, but they were 
rather lost in foe expanse of grass 
and (fid not relate to any other fea- 
tures in foe garden. Nor did the strip 
of path between foem link to any ac- 
cess from foe house. 

She wanted somewhere to grow 
herbs and flowers, but I did not feel 
this was foe right place. The beds 
would always look as though they 
had been dumped from on high by 
a passing auk But the west side of 
foe house joined on to a south-fac- 
ing stone boundary wall, which 
made a wonderfully wa r m corner; 
butting onto some huge flagstones. 

Protected as it was on two sides. 


and with the best aspect in foe 
garden, this would be foe most 
natural place to make a large, 
squarish bed, where herbs could be 
mixed with bright annuals such as 
eschscholzia and Shirley poppies, 
with Iceland and Welsh poppies too. 
‘Tm a very bright person," said Mrs 
Mackintosh. “1 love colour" Poppies, 
and other annuals, could deliver as 
much as she wanted 
There was space for a bench ei- 
ther side of the massive chimney 
stack; where you could sit with your 
back against foe west wall of foe 
house, looking out at foe sun setting 
over Esthwaite. Thyme from foe 
herb garden would soon creep out 
and colonise the cracks between the 


Unfortunately, there was already 
a snake in this Eden. An oil tank had 
got to foe sunny south wall before 
the Mackintoshes. Colour-washed 
trellis, covered with sweet peas or 
nasturtiums, will have to be thrown 
up as a disguise. Even so, it worried 
me. Who on earth could be mad 
enough to waste a south-facing wall 
in Cumbria on an oil tank? 


Cuttings 
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NEWS FROM THE GARDENERS' WORLD 


A SNOWDROP Study Day will be 
held at foe National Trust’s garden, 
Anglesey Abbey. Lode, Cambs on 
Thursday 11 February (liam- 
3.30pm). Dr Aaron Davies, will talk 
about wild species. Richard Ayres, 
head gardener at Anglesey, will 
explain how foe garden’s collection 
of snowdrops has increased and 
evolved over foe years. Rod Leeds 
will lecture on foe best snowdrops 
to use in foe garden. After lunc h , 
there will be a guided walk round 
the garden and species snowdrops 
will be available for sale. For 
details, or to book a place (tickets 
£25) on foe study day, contact Lady 
Nourse, Duflingham House, 
Dullingham, Newmarket, Norfolk 
CB8 9 EP (01638 508186). 

THIS YEAR marks a milestone for 
the sweet pea in Britain. It is 300 
years since the first seeds were 
sent to Dr Uvedale, an Enfield 
schoolmaster, by Frandscus 
Cupani, a Sicilian monk. The seed 
firm Unwins, which specialises m 
sweet peas, is introducing several 
new varieties to mark the 
tricentenary. ‘Sir CUT, named after 
Cliff Richard, is a striking rosy- 

purple colour. 

‘Rosy Dawn’ was bred by 
crossing a large, frilly Spencer ^ 
sweet pea, TVlrs Bernard Jones , 
with the 19th-century v&nety 
•America’, which, though smalL had 
flowers marked with a distinctive 




The sweet pea has been in Britain for 300 years A-Z Botanical 


pattern of contrasting rays. The 
new variety has flowers much 
bigger than foe norm, white 
im pri nted with rays of orange-pink. 

Some experts favour autumn 
sowing. Mice have dissuaded me 
from that. I sow in late January or 
early Ftehruary; setting seven seeds 
in a 5-in pot Water; cover with ding 
film, then leave the pot until foe 
seedlings poke through. This 
happens very quickly 

Over-watering is fatal while the 
seeds are germinating. Like other 


absorb too much water for their 
own good, which causes foe cells to 
self-destruct. Top growers sow on a 


thin layer of sharp sand spread on 
compost, then cover foe seeds with 
more compost Set outside as soon 
as you can. Seedlings are hardy and 
grow leggy if they are kept inside 
too long. Plant in permanent 
positions in late March or early 
April. For Unwins’ catalogue, call 
01945588522. 

TWENTY-ONE MORE trees have 
been added to the Great Trees of 
London register and given green 
plaques by foe London Tree Forum. 
They include Britain’s tallest plane 
tree, beside the Thames at 
Richmond; London’s oldest plane, 
in nearby Barnes; foe Kenley House 


oak in Croydon; and an ancient 
churchyard yew in Charles 
Darwin's village of Downe. For 
details of foe Great Trees and how 
to nominate one, contact the 
London Tree Forum, PO Box 15146, 
London WC2B 6SJ. 

THE EAST Anglian seedsmen 
Marshalls are inviting customers to 
trial a new potato, ‘Osprey 5 . Anyone 
who orders two or more 6kg packs 
of potatoes from the catalogue will 
get five free ‘Osprey 1 tubers. 

The potato was bred from 'Kestrel 1 
and Is an early maincrop variety, 
with good resistance to scab, and a 
smooth skin, marked with shallow 
purple eyes, like the Scottish 
favourite ‘Catriona’. 

In Marshalls’ own trials, ‘Osprey 1 
produced at least 5lb of potatoes 
from each plant and was ready to 
dig by late July. 

Two dozen different kinds of 
potato are listed in Marshalls’ 
catalogue, from ‘Swiff, foe earliest 
of earlies, to ‘Pink Fir Apple', the 
gourmet potato that need not be 
harvested until October ‘Pink Hr 
Apple’ has another advantage, too. 
The tubers do not sprout in foe sack 

at this time of foeyeai; as so many 
other kinds do. Try it Once you 
have tasted it you will never want 
to be without it Fjr a copy of 
Marshalls ’ catalogue, write to foem 
at WisbedL Cambs PE13 2RF or 
call 01945 466711. 
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Lightweight Gardening 

Shears - only £19.95 inc. p&p 



SAVE £10 OFF RJR J*. 

Weighing in at just 24ozs, these super-slim Eritman shears are a real 
pleasure to use and so sharp. they'll even cut paper as neatly as a pair of 
scissors! They're manufactured from extremely tough but incredibly 
lightweight aluminium alloy. And at 2ft in length with razor sharp blades, 
they're longer than conventional shears and will slice through stems up to 
'/"thick. 

The blades are hardened and tempered for extra durability and can easily 
be removed for resharpening or replacement if required. A ching rmwetat 
and fatigue are greatly teduced due to their fine balance, positive cutting 
action and overall lightness nf construction. 

The price to readers is just £1955 including p&p and an Eckman 2 year 

no quibble guarantee -it represents a saving of £10 on the MRRP, 
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-a- How to order: 

TT Phone 0181 540 9696 
for credit card orders 

Or fill hi the coupon quoting your 
ACCESS/VtSA number, or send with 
crossed cheqne/postal orders, no cash 
please, to: 

The Independent Lightweight Shears 
Offer. 

Truebell Home. Lombard Road. 
London SW 19 3TZ. 

This offer is subject to availability and 
UK mainland readers only. Please allow 
up to 28 days for delivery. If not 
completely satisfied return within 7 
days for a full refund. 


I netie Knd ax ^__pair(s)uf Ugfaneigja 

I Stem S’ £19 W per pair me p&p. 

I I endow a eroded cheque tor £ 
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I amount. My card number b>: 
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T im and Sarah Fain, 
who farm near Tort- 
worth in Gloucester- 
shire, have lost their 
entire dairy herd. 
Once they had 80 
Friesians; but again and again their 
cows reacted to routine tests for 
bovine tuberculosis - transmitted, 
they are certain, by badgers. 

Two weeks ago the last of the 
cows went for slaughter. The form 
is now “dosed down" - no cattle are 
allowed in or out The compensation 
paid by tbe Government is not 
enough to keep the Pains going, and 
they are desperate at the loss of 
their livelihood. 

So it was that Tim's sister-in-law 
June called a public meeting to air 
the whole question of badgers and 
TB, and on Monday night more 
than 200 people crowded into a local 
roadhouse to hear the views of ex- 
perts working on the problem. 

But the gathering nearly did not 
take place at an, because in the 
middle of the day the manager of the 
hostelry temporarily lost his nerve: 
fearing disruption by animal-rights 
activists, he ordered tile event to be 
cancelled and It took the organisers 
three frantic hours to convince him 
that there was no need to panic. 

Such are the tensions aroused by 
Brock and his way of life. 

As it turned out no extremists ap- 
peared and the meeting remained 
relatively good tempered; but there 
were plenty of barbed exchanges, 
and explosive emotions simmered 
beneath the surface. 

The various speakers sketched in 
relevant recent history. Badgers 
are now a fully protected species, 
and nobody may cull them or inter- 
fere with their setts without special 
permission. Immunity from perse- 
cution. by humans has sent the nat- 
ional population soaring, from about 
250.000 in the late Eighties to more 
than 400.000 today. 

The only large-scale cull now 
carried out is the unintentional one 
on the roads: some 50.000 animals 
are killed by vehicles every year. 

The correlation between bad- 
gers and TB in cattle was first not- 
iced in the Seventies, and the 
earliest cull of badgers by the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food tMaffi was carried out on a 
form in Dorset in 1975. Removing 
badgers from an area of 3.000 acres, 
by gassing and trapping, eliminated 
TB in cattle for the time being; a sim- 
ilar cull round Thomburv, in the Sev- 
ern Vale, was equally successful. 
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TB or not TB? They may look cate but are badgers the cause of the bovine tuberculosis which is wiping out entire dairy herds? 


Yet public sentiment in favour of 
badgers proved to be so strong that 
successive governments backed off 
from culling; gassing of setts was 
stopped in 1982, replaced by an in- 
terim policy of trapping and shoot- 
ing. and in 1997 almost all control 
measures ceased. 

Meanwhile, the number of herds 
infected with TB leapt from 143 in 
1990 to 515 seven years later. The 
trouble is concentrated in Britain’s 
South-west Cornwall being the 
hardest-hit county. Gloucestershire 
the second worst 

EarherGovernmerlmquiries-by 
Lord Zuckerman in 1980, and Pro- 
fessor Dunnet in 1986 - failed to de- 
vise a viable long-term strategy. 

The latest report published by 
Professor John Krebs last year; 
advocated further research - and on 
Monday the main speech was given 
by Professor John Bourne, the 
distinguished scientist heading the 
independent group appointed to 


carry out a new programme 
of trials. 

The latest idea is to run com- 
parative experiments in 10 separate 
sets of “triplets”, each to consist of 
three contiguous areas of similar 
size. In one - the “proactive” area 
- all badgers will be caught in bait- 
ed cage traps and shot. In the sec- 
ond, the “readwe” area, badgers will 
be culled only around sites of infec- 
tion in cattle; in the third, the sur- 
vey area. only general observations 
will be made. The first culls have al- 
ready been carried out at Putford. 
in Devon, where more than 230 
badgers have been eliminated. 

Prof Bourne was at pains to em- 
phasise the need for a foil scientific 
investigation. “The wholesale erad- 
ication of badgers is not a strategy 
we can adopt for the long terra,” he 
said. His team is searching for a 
“sustainable policy". 

There was no doubting his ex- 
pertise or his sincerity. But he talked 


for for too long - 45 minutes - and 
when he drifted off into such rarefied 
concepts as the need for “multi-risk 
variate analysis of retrospective 
data”, he lost most of his audience. 
Angry murmurs began to arise, in 
ripe Gloucestershire accents: 
“That’s enough bloody science. Let’s 
have some common sense.’” 

More down-to-earth was Dr. 
Chris Cheeseman. the man in 
charge of a long-running experi- 
ment, in Woodch ester Paris, near 
Stroud, where badgers have been 
baited with peanuts and golden 
syrup. captured, tested, released, 
radio-tracked and generally studied 
for more than 15 years. 

Research in that area has thrown 
up many anomalies. Numbers of 
badgers in the long wooded valley 
are extraordinarily high - 25 adults 
to the square kilometre; but there 
appears to be no relationship be- 
tween population density and the 
incidence of disease. 


On the contrary; Infestations 
seem to go in cycles, and outbreaks 
of TB apparently occur as a result 
of badgers changing their patterns 
of movement 

Thus human intervention, in the 
form of culling and the creation of 
voids, may make matters worse 
rather than better: As Dr Cheese- 
man putit “perturbation appears to 
be the downside of control” 

In his view TB is mostly trans- 
mitted through urine, droppings 
and saliva deposited on grassland, 
especially permanent pasture, 
where badgers hunt for worms, and 
much of their contamination is 
placed along “linear features" such 
as walls, cfitches and hedges. In con- 
ditions favourable to the TB bacil- 
lus, it can survive for up to 11 
months in this environment 

All this was good, interesting 
stuff Yet the burden of the evening 
was that scientists still have a poor 
understanding of the subject Why 


- people wanted to know -has Maff 
been so (Satoiy and se c retiv e about 
badgers for the last two decades? 

Why are we still so for from pro- 
ducing vaccines that would immu- 
nise both badges and cattle? What, 
above all is going to happen in tbe 
seven years that, it is estimated. Pro- 
fessor Bourne’s team will need to 
complete its trials? In the view of 
many the situation in tbe Southwest 
is already out of control 

What farmers want is a Govern- 
ment policy that wifi enable more 
badger culls tebe male in hot-spots 
where tbe incidence of TB is par- 
ticularly severe. As one woman put 
it. “The crazy thing is, it’s illegal to 
kin the vermin that are causing the 
trouble. If it were rats or rabbits, we 
could take matters into our own 
bands. But because it's badgers, our 
hands are tied.” 

The difficulty is. most people do 
not see badgers as vermin; there 
would be an outcry if widespread 
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cuffing were reintroduced. Anotable 
absentee from Monday’s meeting 
was Dr Elaine King. Conservation 
Officer for the National Federation 
of Badger Groups (NFBG) and a 
leading champion of the species. 

The federation, which has 85 
groups and 20,000 membezs,-has 
been pressing for more open-mind- 
edness on the whole qjjestiqn; but 
Dr King herself had beeri warhed off 
attending, as it was thought her pres- 
ence might cause chaos. She did, 
however; send a representative in 
the form of Pauline Kxdner; who de- 
lighted tbe autfience by admitting 
that the NFBG is in favour of culling 
animals known to be infected. 

That was one of the few crumbs 
of comfort the formers derived from 
an evening full of interest but offer- 
ing littie hope of immediate refielAs 
several speakers remarked, the is- 
sues involved -urdike the face of the 
animal under scrutiny- are anything 
but black and white. 
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WIN ONE OF 


20 COPIES OF 


THE TULIP’ BY 


ANNAPAYORD 


The story of the flower that has made men mad 

THE TUUPis not a gardening book. It is the story of a flower 
that has made men mad. Greed, desire, anguish and 
devotion have ail played their part in the development of 
the tulip from a wild flower of the Asian steppes to the 
worldwide phenomenon it is today. 

No ocher flower has ever carried so much cultural baggage; 
it charts political upheavals, Illuminates social behaviour, 
mirrors economic booms and busts, and plots the ebb and 
flow of religious persecution. 

Sumptuously illustrated with 120 pages of foil colour 
illustrations, this beautifully produced book will become a 
bible. a unique source book, a universal gift book and a joy 
to all who possess it. For your chance to win one of these 
wonderful books simply dial the number below, answer the 
following question on the line and leave your name, foil 
address and a daytime contact number. 

Q: From whence did the tulip originate? 

CALL 0906 470 0929 

Calls cos* 60p per minute and should last no longer than two minutes. 
?*»!?»?■ k picked at random after the Bnes dote at midnight on 
Sumfay 31 January 1999. There are no alternative prizes or cash substitute. 
Normal Independent rules apply. The Editor's dedsnn is finaL 
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Worms are a favourite snack for badgers Ardea 

nature notes 


EARTHWORMS FORM the 
most important item in a 
badger’s diet They are 
made vulnerable by their 
habit of coming to the 
surface whenever the 
weather is warm, and 
lying out during the hours 
of darkness. 

They cannot see or 
hear, but they are sensitive 
to light and vibration and 
usually keep one end 
anchored in a tunnel so 
that they pan beat a quick 
retreat if they sense 
danger at is the four pairs 
of chaetae, or bristles, on 
each segment that enable 
the creatures to move by 
bodily contractions.) But 
badgers hunt so stealthily 
that they often take them 
by surprise, scoffing 
several within a minute. 


and one animal may put 
away 200 worms during a 
single night Moles also 
depend largely on 
earthworms for 
sustenance, and many 
birds eat them with relish. 

Fortunately worms 
exist in immense 
quantities: it is estimated 
that an acre of good 
pasture contains from 
100,000 to 3 million. They 
take a year to mature, and 
live up to io years. 

They eat decaying 
organisms, but also take in 
soft and tiny pebbles. Their 
tunnelling and feeding 
aerate and drain the soil, 
and worms also improve 
its structure by drawing 
organic material into 
their burrows. 
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furniture; glass and 
china, jewellery arid 
second-hand books, 

ter that special gift. 
Open Mgr: - 
,S<-n Sun 

35 Station Rd, 
Marlow. Bucks. 
Tol: 01628 473 223 


AUTOMATIC 
ROLL-UP 
GARAGE DOORS 


Independent Traders advertising 
also appears on page 9. 



01929554901 
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independent advice for the Independent traveller: 

FROM THE ONLY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER TRAVEL SECTION THAT REFUSES FREE TRIPS 


The 

Aegean’s 

crescent 

of fire 

A midwinter visit to Santorini fully 
reveals the volcanic cataclysm 
that has shaped this extraordinary 
Greek island. By Simon Calder 

o 


lympic scandals - 
they’ve been in the 
news all week, so 
here’s another one: 
it’s a scandal that 
about the only way to 
Aj reach the Aegean island of Santorini 

'*4 in winter is on the Greek national 
airline, Olympic. Consequently you 
>; will pays small fortune to get there, 

n and you may not be able to leave 
when you planned. But while the 
•j means may be less than ideal, the 
end justifies the journey. 

To stand at the top of the near- 
* ! sheer cliff that vanishes into the 
Aegean is to fed you are on the edge 
,J of disaster Wintry clouds glower 
* darkly while slick, black rocks usher 

your eye down to the surf crashing 
with fury and futility against the 
•^western shore. 

** Let your gaze follow the white- 
flecked crescent of coastline and. 
when the land ends, allow your 
- imagination to complete the circle, 
as it might a young moon. The lunar 
l analogy is apt, because looming 
from the sea are heaps of debris 
straight from the Nasa props 
department The word “ calamity " is 
barely appropriate for what hap- 
pened here. 

There came a sound, as if from 
within the earth 

Zeus’s hollow thunder boomed, 
awful to hear. 

The horses lifted heads towards 
the sky 

And pricked their ears; while 
strange fear fell on us 

Euripides was writing five cent- 
uries before Christ but the event he 
was quite possibly describing hap- 
pened at least a millennium earlier 
At some fateful instant between 
1500 and 1625BC. the always abras- 
ive plate tectonics of the eastern 
Mediterranean climaxed in a cata- 
strophic eruption that tore the core 
from an island the size of the Isle of 
Wight It wasn't the Atlantis of myth, 
but it was a thriving community. 

When you survey the surviving 
fragments of one of the biggest vol- 
canic eruptions in the past 10 mil- 
lennia, you feel in alarmingly close 
contact with the earth’s crust Pre- 
sent-day Santorini (also known as 
Thira) comprises a scattering of 
crumbs only tentatively attached to 
the rest of the planet 

The impact of the erupting vol- 
cano changed the ancient world, but 
in Greece there is dearly no such 
concept as seismic blight; even 
though little remained beyond a 
semicircle resembling a half-sub- 
merged Olympic ring, man dawed 
_ his way back on to the largest sur- 
viving fragment of the island. San- 
torini has found a post-apocalyptic 
role as a community dependent on 
agriculture and tourism. 



Climb the highest point of the 
island - Mount Qias, around 600 
metres above the simmering sea - 
and you can see how scruffily the 
repopulation has sprawled across 
the eastern slope. 

Luckily, Santorini’s main town, 
Flra, embraces all the values of an 
idyllic Cydadic settlement: a mix of 
delicate white cottages on the crest 
of the caldera, laced with narrow 
lanes that resonate with church 
bells. In summer torrents of tourists 
swirl through the town, but in mid- 
winter your only company is likely 
to be a community of funny little cats 

Your problems, meanwhile, are 
likely to be considerable. The good 
thing about the Greek islands out of 
season, it is commonly said, is that 
they are wonderfully quiet That 
inoffensive word “quiet" conceals a 
consensus of closure, the concept 
that an entire island can be oper- 
ated on a skeleton staff The Volcano 
Hotel, the Atlantis restaurant and 
the Enigma disco are an shut down, 
as are almost all of the “rooms” that 
cater for the summer’s flotillas of 
backpackers. 

Furthermore, the weather is 
frequently fouL I am staying at the 
ambitiously named Porto Fira Hotel, 
which resembles a warren of white- 
washed Hobbit holes. The rain has 
been bombarding for a couple of 
days now, splashing against the 
whitewashed walls. Every so often 
the grey is enlivened by a flash of 
lightning that heralds an Atlantean 
rumbling of thunder. The electric 
heater in the room has just fused 
after I tried to dry my sodden socks 
on it At 2am last night, the only sur- 
viving mosquito in the northern 
hemisphere managed to insinuate 
itself into my room, despite the 
door and window being sealed 
against the cold, and dined famously. 

Now and again, though, the sun 
emerges and mattes it all worth- 
while, when shafts of gold light play 
poetically upon the ragged wilder- 
ness. And, if you meander along to 
the patch of ground that serves as 
a bus station, you can travel around 



All quiet now - bat for how long? The volcano that shaped the geography of Santorini is still active 


the crescent of Santorini to a place 
where the solitude of winter is re- 
warded. 

\bu know Rxnpeh? Imagine a dty 
twice as old. which suffered the 
same volcanic smothering but is 
preserved even more perfectly. You 
may doubt this when the bus-driver 
drops you off fay a iron gate in the far 
south west of Santorini But perse- 
vere: wander into a field with a 
smattering of buildings and, beyond, 
you find a slender ravine covered 
with brutish corrugated iron. This 
ungainly roof serves as insulation for 


Getting there: 

Simon Calder’ s ticket 
- from London via 
Athens to Santorini, 
with a side-trip to 
Crete - cost £359 on 
Olympic Airways (0171-409 3400). 
Once the summer flights begin 
and the ferries start a more 
regular service, it will be much 
cheaper to reach the island The 
peak-season alternatives are as 
follows: 

U) Taking a scheduled flight 
from London to Athens on 
British Airways (0345 22211V), 
Cronus Air (0171-580 3500), 
easyJet (0870 6 000 000), Olympic 
Airways (0171-409 3400) or Virgin 
Atlantic (01293 747747), followed 
by a ferry from Piraeus. 

(2) The same idea but using a 


the miraculous resurrection of life in 
the second millennium BC. 

Fbur or five thousand people 
lived in Akrotiri before the eruption. 
They were accomplished mariners, 
which provided them with both 
wealth from trade, and ideas from 
ancient Egypt- Nearly 4,000 years 
ago their city was accomplished in 
its technology- the walls of two- and 
three-storey buildings bear witness 
to advanced engineering - and its 
artistry, with vibrant wall paintings 
and elaborate pottery depicting a 
sophisticated society 


The art has been appropriated by 
Athens, and you win need to visit 
room 48 of the National Archaeo- 
logical Museum in the capital to gasp 
at the intense images. But the for- 
tunate winter visitor may encounter 
Professor Christos Domnas, who 
has been excavating the site for 
three decades. As you wander 
around streets whose tangle mim- 
ics the modern-day town, he will ex- 
plainyet more similarities to the 20th 
century: how certain buildings 
served as shops and banks to a bug? 
wealthy community. And he wfll 



Fact file 


charter from a range of UK 
airports to Athens. 

(3) A charter flight to 
Heraklion, on Crete, and a ferry 
from there. 

(4) A direct charter flight from 
Gatwick to Santorini perhaps as 
part of a package: Kosmar 
Holidays (0181-882 6999) is one of 
relatively few companies to go 
there, starting in May. 

Getting around: Bus services 
around Santorini operate year- 
round, with a maximum fare of 
about £1. Car rental is cheap and 
widely available. Cycling is not a 
happy way to travel around the 
island in winter. 

If you plan to visit Santorini 
as part of an island-hopping 
itinerary, then Greek Island 


Hopping 1998 by Frewin Poffley 
(Thomas Cook, £12.95) is the 
essential survey of all ferry 
services plus entertainingly 
pithy descriptions of the islands. 
The 1999 edition (same price) 
will be published on 12 March. 

More Information: Hellenic 
Tourism Organisation, 4 Conduit 
Street, London W1R 0DJ (0171- 
734 5997). A good source of 
books is Hellenic Bookservice, 

91 Fbrtess Road, London NWS 
LAG (0171-267 9499). 

‘The Volcano That Changed the 
World’, presented by Simon 
Calder and produced by David 
Sharp, wiU. be broadcast on 
BBC Radio 4 at 8pm next 
Thursday, 4 February 


point out the grave at Sjpilidan Mari- 
nates, foe man whose meticulous re- 
search led him to uncover Akrotiri 
beneath many metres of volcanic 
dust in 1967. Professor Marinates 
died in a faD at the site in 1974. 

Intriguingty his is the onfy human 
corpse known to exist in Akrotiri. The 
citizens appear to have been folly 
aware of the vulnerability of then- 
location. It appears that before the 
eruption they fled the city thought- 
folly feaving^rs foil of grain beneath 
doorways - tbeo, as now this was the 
safest place in an earthquake. 

Just as a door frame could not 
withstand the weight of tons of vol- 
canic ash, so there remains no trace 
of the population ever having made 
safe landfall, given the scale of the 
tidal wave that accompanied the 
eruption. Euripides again: 7b the 
sea-beaten shore/ We looked, and 
saw a monstrous leave that soared/ 
Into the sky. 

The reverberations of the volcano 
are still being felt Last century for 
example, the French engineer Fer- 
dinand de Lesseps used volcanic ash 
quarried from Santorini to make the 
impervious concrete essential to 
the building of the Suez Canal - a 
fundamental artery for the modern 
world. 

Back on the island, though, there 
remains one more ritual for the win- 
ter visitoctfyou can gather together 
a few stragglers left over from the 
summer season, you can charter a 
fishing boat for about £50 from the 
timid little harbour that huddles at 
the foot of the cliff. From here, you 


Simon Colder 


can appreciate the wide-screen 
wonder of the rock face, and discern 
many more colours than the black 
that first registered, with electric 
greens and rust reds prominent 

The boatman wfll steer out across 
the submerged crater; towards a re- 
cent creation: the island of Nea 
Kameni (“new burnt island”), dir- 
ectly above the centre of the crater 
It has emerged over the past three 
centuries, but fits no preconceptions 
of what a Greek island should look 
like; the earth has simply spewed 
volcanic wreckage into the Aegean, 
with the lava freezing where it fell 

Talking of freezing: if you are feel- 
ing brave, or foolhardy, or working 
for a radio producer teen on some 
audio vdrite, you may plunge from 
teh boat into the wintry water and 
paddle frantically around in search 
of the promised 40°C currents. 

The sulphuric steam rising from 
the centre of the island draws you 
alonga narrowinlfit, and reminds you 
of Euripides’s “foaming blood and 
breath from the deep sea". But soon 
the crush of rocks gets too intense 
and you retreat to the cooler chop- 
pier Aegean, where you can reflect 
on the fascination about Thira that 
goes way beyond its rugged beauty 
- a place where history meets hy- 
drodynamics, vulcanology meets ar- 
chaeology and science meets fiction. 

Gazing at the destruction poses 
some big questions. Where and 
when will there next be an eruption 
of such magnitude? Could Thira it 
self ever change the world a gain ? 
And where’s that towel? 
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YOU ARE probably a public- 
spirited sort of person, keen to 
enhan ce the enjoyment of 
people who follow in your holi- 
day footsteps. So when, on the 
plane home from your package 
holiday, y° u are 6^®° a ( i ues ~ 

tionnaire to fill in, you dutifofly 
appraise everything from the 
hotel check-in to the in-flight 
service, in the hope that your 
views wfll lead to happier trav- 
els for others. 

But if you have done this on 
a Thomson holiday, prepare to 
be directed to a new travel 
agpnfr Britain’s biggest holiday 
company has built up a mailing 
list of people who have filled in 
a “customer satisfactum ques- 
tionnaire” on their holidays m 
recent years. This week, the 

database was put to use when 

half a million households were 

sent mailshots urging people to 

change their travel agent -m 

my case, recommending that I 

try one 200 miles away. 

The “Thomson Preferred 

Agent” is Miss EDie’s Inter- 
national of Heaton Chapel* m 
Greater Manchester: No doubt 
it is a fine agency. But I life toy 


local branch of Going Places; 
the agency is staffed with 
friendly, capable people, and it 
has the great advantage of 
being on my cycle route to and 
from work. In the last fewyears 
I have booted holidays through 
them, with Going Places’ par- 
ent company, Airtours; with 
another big operator. First 
Choice; and, on several occas- 
ions, with Thomson. 

Given that I have spent 
about £2,000 on its holidays 
through Going Places in the last 

three years, why should 'Thom- 
son want me to move? Is it be- 
cause I wfll get better service 
from the staff in Manchester; or 
is it simpty that Miss Ellie’s 

International seDs more Thom- 
son holidays? I look forward to 
hearing from the company. 

Going Places may also wish 
to respond over the way that its 
customers are being poached 
by its arch-rival Thomson. And 

you may wish to consider 
whether or not to fill in one of 
those customer service ques- 
tionnaires, given feat it may 
lead to unsolicited mail direct- 
ing you 200 miles away. 



Simon Calder 


Filled in a form on a 
Thomson holiday? 
Prepare to be directed 
to a new agent... 


In a spirit of encouraging 
competition, I shall be paying 
a visit to Miss Eflie’s Inter- 
national in the next couple of 
weeks. So fax; the best deal to 
reach it is on Virgin Hams, for 
£19 return. I wonder if there’s 
anything cheaper? IFs at times 
like this that you need a good 
travel agent 

NIC STUBBS, of Northampton, 
had a less happy experience 
with a branch of Going Places. 
Referring to last week’s story 


about airlines pretending that 
taxes win rise from Monday, he 
writes: “If you think airlines 
are being sneaky about price 
rises, Going Places are pretty 
blatant about it Last week I 
went to book a return flight for 
one from Birmingham to Dub- 
lin, for the end of ApriL I was 
quoted a reasonable price of 
£70, plus £10 tax and £1 SAR 
(whatever that is). 

“Then the assistant said ‘Oh, 
feat comes to less than £100, so 
we charge you £10 extra.’ I 
went to an independent travel 
agent fee following day and 
booted my flight without any 
surcharge. 

“I can appreciate that they 
may not have made a huge 
amount from my booking at 
either travel agent, but 1 know 
which one I shall do business 
with in fee fixture.” 

Mr Stubbs also hints that the 
second agent may have been 
rather more knowledgeable: 
“The independent travel agent 
knew fee code for Dublin air- 
port without having to askme.” 

The code in question is the 
tricky-to-remember DUB. 


FIVE MONTHS from tonight, ex- 
pect wailing from cigarette and 
drink manufacturers. Dutyfree 
sales on intra-EU flights and fer- 
ries came to an end on 80 June. 
The demise of duty-frees with- 
in Europe influenced P&O Stena 
line’s decisi on to end fee ferry 
link between Newhaven and 
Dieppe. As Gerard Gilbert pre- 
tficted in these pages fast month, 
the plug has now been pulled and 
the last ship will sail tomorrow. 

Happily, a rival ferry com- 
pany thinks it can make a go of 
the historic route. Hoverspeed 
(0990 240241) starts a summer- 
only service on 10 ApriL 

This is excellent news for 
eclipse fans, who will be able to 
watch the sun’s disappearance 
on 11 August from Normandy 
The ferry is already booked for 
that date, but three- and flve- 
tfay return tickets are available. 

Fd love to view the eclipse 
from west Cornwall instead, but 
Great Western Hams yesterday 
said it was stiD to take 

bookings fir the event The train 

operator said Rafltrack has not 
yet revealed what services it will 
aflow to Penzance in August 



River Journeys & Sea Treks 

A selection of unique holidays from the 
UK’s leading adventure tour company 

Cruise down the Nile from Luxor on a Hark back to a bygone age aboard an 
traditional riverboat chartered authentic, ocean-going square rigger, 

exclusively for Explore travellers. Stand watch or take the helm as you 

Enjoy the leisurely pace of river life voyage between the paradise islands 

and visits to sacred Egyptian temples, of the South Pacific 

Embark on a journey of exploration Unwind on a relaxing cruise through 

through the Indonesian Archipelago the lesser-known islands of the 
aboard a two- masted Buginese western Aegean. Discover the real 

schooner. Visit Bali and Lombok, Greece - secluded coves, medieval 

track fee Komodo Dragon and see the monasteries and waterside tatvemas. 
smoking TOlnanoes of Floras. aptertsho Orinoco dota- a 

luxuriant mangrove forest of 
outstanding beauty. Then journey by 
canoe through virgin rainforest 
towards fee spectacular Angel falls. A 
great adventure for die real explorer! 


Sail along Turkey's scenic "Ibrqnoise 
Coast* on a traditional wooden guleL 
Discover charming fishing villages and 
hidden bays, and swim or snorkd in 
beautiful dear btoe waters. 


Choose from over 200 smaQ group 
holidays in 96 countries. 

Hikes & Treks, WMifi Safaris, River kmmeys6‘ Sea Treks, 
WHdemess Experiences, Cultural Adventures 
Tours from 8 days to 4 weeks. Prices from under £400 to over £2000 

Cali 01252 760 100 for 

your free copy of our colour brochure 

Explore Worldwide (IND), Aldershot GUI 1 1LQ 

Fogy bonded AITO/ATOi 2595 
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Here ’ s some we didn’t do 


The film Hideous Kinky has triggered a rush to Morocco. Guide-book writer Bamaby Rogerson offers the latest insiderarfoce 
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Will more British tourists flock to Marrakech after the release of the film ‘Hideous Kinky' starring Kate Winslet? 


Sophie Baker 



l is. as they say in Morocco, 
the "English Season**. Like 
some strange breed of bird 
that migrates to its own dis- 
cordant calendar; the Eng- 
lish have taken to visiting 
Morocco in February and March. 
These are the very months that the 
country- is considered to be off sea- 
son by the rest of Europe. 

The relish with which we tackle 
the prospect of a bitof weather is our 
last remaining national character- 
istic. transcending the divisions of 
class, age, race and fashionable 
intelligence. The chance of being 
delayed by the odd flash flood in a 
desert wadi or by a snowstorm at 
a pass in the High Atlas moun- 
tains, excites rather than diminishes 
the interest. 

This year; the English season 
will be even more pronounced due 
to the release of Hideous Kinky , 
Esther Freud's warm and funny 
evocation of a hippy family in exis- 
tential crisis in mid-Seventies 


Marrakech, that has been made 
into a movie. Kate Winslet, who 
plays file mother, is set to revive our 
passion for all things Moroccan, 
starting of course, with its men. 

it is also "my season". I get invited 
to tea, to dinner, and get charmed 
on the telephone by a spreading 
nexus of friends of friends who want 
to talk their Moroccan holiday plans 
through with me. It is flattering to 
be wanted. They want routes; they 
want restaurants; they want hotels; 
they want a three-week forecast 
on the weather; they want tele- 
phone numbers. 

So I talk numbers - my numbers. 
"Look at page 528 for the Palais 
Sal am", “look at page 175 for the 
Mahdi in the mountains". It is a sad 
and obvious attempt to boost the 
sales of my guide and history books. 
But they want more. They want spe- 
cial things: yet unwritten tips; 
unknown restaurants; and undis- 
covered ruins. It is no good pre- 
tending that you have held nothing 


back You must produce a plum: one 
juicy bit of intimate travel advice 
offered up in a hushed tone; a 
whispered piece of “for your ears 
only” confidence. 

It is an easy task. By their nature, 
guidebooks are already out of date 
by the time they are printed. Such- 
and-such a hotel has closed or 
opened while restaurants change 
with the wind, or the chef. In the 
words of SakL “she was a good 
cook as cooks go, and as good cooks 
go she went". So here it is: the inside 
track on Morocco during the last 
12 months. 

One new but gorgeous small 
hotel to report is in a converted 
courtyard townhouse deep within 
the old walled city of Marrakech. La 
Maison Arabe is reclusive but fair- 
ly ea$y to find on your second or third 
attempt It stands on one of the al- 
leys opposite the great 16th-century 
Bab Doukalla Mosque. It is as 
removed from the tourist throng as 
a visit to this city in the Thirties. 


During my childhood it was a 
famous but seedy restaurant and 
was run by the ex-cook of the Glaoui 
Pasha, who either cooked beautifully 
or not at all On one such latter 
occasion, I remember, as an 
impressionable teenager, eating a 
candle-lit cheese omelette in a mag- 
nificent dark, cold dining room hud- 
dled beside an enormous bronze 
charcoal burner. I have never really 
recovered from the experience and 
have been searching for uncom- 
fortable grandeur ever since. 

The old chef needed to drink to 
chase away the memories of a morn- 
ing outside the Bab Doukalla in 1957. 
The chief henchman of the fallen 
Pasha had been dragged through the 
streets, rubber ringed, and was 
then burned alive on the rubbish 
dump. The mob's vengeance even 
extended to the Pasha’s Beet of 
motor cars. 

The restaurant was closed on my 
naxt visit and now. some 20 years 
later, it has been beautifully reno- 


vated by Fabrizio Ruspoli. Fabrizio 
is an Italian prince - or if he isn't he 
could be. In the hotel hall there 
hangs a portrait of his grandfather. 
Edmondo, outdoing any mere Gains- 
borough boy in the elegance of his 
ruffs and lace. 

Ruspoli is, in any case, part of the 
expatriate landscape: his grand- 
mother was a redoubtable figure in 
Tangier's highly competitive society 
his aunt kept wolfhounds on her 
farm in the Ourika valley- end all the 
great restaurants nearby, such as 
Charles de Peso’s Villa Rosa, seem 
to be run by his devoted friends. 

La Maison Arabe has just 11 
rooms and serves no meals, aside 
from breakfast and tea. It has no pod 
but instead boasts a succession of 
elegant, well-connected guests. 

The only other major event in the 
Moroccan hotel world has been the 
sale and closure of the celebrated 
Palais Jamai Hotel in Fez for a- 
much-needed renovation. This once 
acclaimed hotel the unsung star of 


Paul Bowles' novel The Spider’s 
House, has been disappointing vis- 
itors for years. Hopefully the new 
owners will cherish the splendid old 
diningroom and the remnants of file 
old palace garden that were not 
destroyed when they built the swim- 
ming pooL 

The central role of the Palais 
Jamal has anyway been usurped by 
such places as the newly opened La 
Maison Bleue. This, the 100-year-old 
townhouse of a distinguished old 
Fassi family, the El Abbadi’s, has 
become an opulent courtyard 
restaurant where the food has won 
plaudits even from the fastidious 
locals. The upstairs, its corridors 
lined with old lawbooks and leather- 
bound commentaries, has been con- 
verted into three suites, each 
complete with dressing rooms, a sit- 
ting room and cavernous bath- 
rooms. Its position, just off Place de 
I’lstiqlal one of the centres for the 
evening paseo, and opposite the 
walled garden of the Batha Palace 


Museum, could hardly be bettered. 

From the cafe on the rooftop you 
can look out across the massed 
roofs of the three component cities 
of medieval Fes. It stands on the 
edge of the 13th-century walled 
quarter of Fez el Jedid, within five 
minutes walk of the Bab Boujeloud 
gate mto the ancient alleys of Fes el 
Ball It is owned and managed by 
Mebdi el Abbadl the grandson of the 
Cadi the Muslim judge, who first 
built the bouse. 


La Maison Arabe, 1 Derb Assehbe, 
Bab Doukkala, Marrakech. For a 
reservation speak to NabUa DaJtir, 
tel 00 212 43912 33, fax 00 212 4 44 
3715. Prices are between a £ 120-200 

for a room. 

La Maison Bleue, 2 Place de 17s- 
tiqlal, Batha, 30,000 Fes, tel and fox 
00212 5 74 18 43. Prices start at £ 150 . 


Bamaby Rogerson is the author of 

the ‘Cadogan Guide to Morocco' 
(£12.99) 


Trouble spots: 

Vietnamese border crossings. 
"My wife and I have just 
returned from a tailor-made 
package, which was intended to 
give us a taste of southern 
China and Vietnam using the 
recently restored rail link 
between Kunming and Hanoi 
When we arrived at Hekou, 
the Chinese border town, the 
customs police indicated in 
pidgin En glis h that our Vietnam 
visas were no good. The visas 
had been obtained months in 
advance, via our British travel 
agent from the Vietnamese 
Embassy in London. 

“The border police said that 
they were not valid and a $400 
1*250] fine would sort the prob- 
lem out Needless to say, we 
were outraged by such a large 
demand and sat tight in our 
seats refusing to give any 
money I asked to telephone the 
British mission in Hanoi but 
was refused amidst a lot of 
laughter by the police officers. 
Alter considerable protests, I 
was taken from the train, 
leaving ray wife alone with five 
police officers. 

“Eventually I was allowed to 
telephone the travel agent’s 
representative in Saigon, who 
managed to reduce the ffine’ to 


$200. With time running out, I 
reluctantly agreed to pay it, but 
asked for a receipt This request 
caused so much anger that I 
was told I would be arrested 
and locked up. 

“I rejoined the train a few 
minutes before departure, find- 
ing my wife distressed, having 
experienced a degrading and 
h umiliating search of our cloth- 
ing. On arrival in Hanoi we 
spent the next day trying to get 
our money back Eventually 
the cash was refunded by local 
agents, yet much of our leisure 
time was lost whilst writing 
reports for everybody!” 

Mike and Anne Reynolds. Kent 


Something To Declare 


News From The Travel world 


Bargain of the week: 

Italy, Denmark or Germany for 
£60. The winter-fares war on air 
routes to Europe intensifies 
next week when Go (.0845 60 
54321) launches a five-day seat 
safe. From 7am next Monday 
until 11 pm on Friday 5 Ftebruary 
the British Airways offshoot is 
cutting prices on all its routes. 


Fares from Stansted to Milan. 
Vlanire, Pnp enhagpn and Munich 

are set at £60 return. Tickets to 
Rome, Lisbon and Bologna cost 
£70, while Edinburgh is £40. 

The deal applies for travel 
from 15 February to 25 March. 
Travel is barred on Fridays 
and Sundays. A two-night min- 
imum stay is required 


True or false: 

The only way to reach South 
America’s leading tourist 
attraction is on foot or aboard 

a Russian-built helicopter? 

For the next fortnight, at 
least, unfortunately true. The 
railway line from the city of 
Cuzco to the ancient Inca city 
of Machu Picchu was blocked 


this week by a landslide. Walk- 
ing to the historic site along the 
Inca Trail is still possible, but 
latest reports say it is very 
crowded. The alternative is a 
shuttle service operated by a 
single ex-Soviet helicopter; for 
a fare of around £100 return. 
The track is unlikely to be 
repaired for another two weds 


A likely story: 

tt My bag’s checked in, so the 
plane will have to wait for 
me.” From Monday onwards, 
this will no longer work for 
British Airways passengers. 
You could be denied boarding 
and made to wait for the next 
available plane. 

International aviation rules 
insist that travellers must 
accompany their luggage, and 
aircraft captains are not" per- 
mitted to depart until all pas- 
sengers with checked-in bags 
are on board But computerised 


se sysiems are becoming" 
more sophisticated, making it 
easierfor airlines to offload the 
lueeaee of fcarrtv na conn rtom 


easier ro r amines to offload the 
luggage of tardy passengers. 
British Airways has ins ti- 
lted a rule CSnnmrr nil 


J UOO UldU- 

tu ted a rule saying all passen- 
gers must be at the boarding 


sen, must be at the boarding 
gate at least 10 minutes before 
departure. Any later, and staff 

Will (ICO »ha D . - 


J auu stan 

Ba ® a g e Recon- 
oliahon System to remove your 

luggage from j 


orcein to remove your 
luggage from the aircraft hold 
You will be given a seat on 

IP navf 


fll „ &ven a seat on 

the next flight, if space is avail- 
able; for some destinations, 

the wait could be a week. 


This report is from the new edi- 
tion of Wanderlust magazine, 
published yesterday price £2.80: 
subscriptions: 01753 620426. 

The new edition offers a free 
passport cover (for the Euro- 
style document). Wanderlust 
has teamed up with The Inde- 
pendent to offer a free copy of 
the magazine, plus a passport 
cover; to the 10 best tales of 
tricky/trivial border crossings. 
Send your entry to: Passport, 
Travel Desk, ‘ The Indepen- 
dent', One Canada Square, 
London E14 5 DL, to arrive by 
elevenses on Monday. 8 Feb, 




Acrawn^ 


The winning LotxoAld numbers for draw date 2£di January 1999 are: 
In 2 nd 3rd 4th 5th 


026872 ■ 021356 ■.02503? ■ 031281 ■ 029344 


75% of al proton* from LoraoAJd go dfeccriy to fund ActtanAkfli 
Kght aganx world poverty. 

<d tom m OHtoecrr: 

ntfcterad dmrfey nor 2744C7 


A WEEK ON THE NILE 


T ravellers are returning to 
Egypt in great numbers 
but prices have not yet 
caught up with demand. Having 
secured some extraordinarily 
low tariffs in recent years, we 
are pleased to continue to offer 
this superior arrangement at 
attractive prices. This 
successful and popular journey 
is based on the first-class MS Ra 
Nile cruiser and the tour 
represents excellent value 
for money since the tariff 
includesall meals, transfers and 
transportation, local guides and 
excursions. 

The journey commences with a 
direct flight from London 
Gatwick to Luxor to j'oin the 
MS Ra. Our cruise will include 
visits to the Valley of the Kings 
at Thebes, the Colossi of 
Mcmnon. the Temple of Edfu, 
Korn Qmbo. the Temple of 
Philae, Aswan High Dam and 


Cruise between Luxor and Aswan on board the MS Ra 



March 1.8. 15. 22X475 
April 5, 12. 19X495 
Supplements - per person 
Single cabin XI 50 
Upper decks £100 
Abu Simbel iby air) £125 


Prtc* b di n feo: return jir trawl transfer*. 7 
night* ircrenrmdation on hunt ihv Ra. lull 
board, escumon propamine, services of loo) 
representatives. UK ifepariure la. 

Not Included: I ravel insurance, vise 
procurement, rnmcici departure las. Undnft. 


AH prices are subject In duuute. 
Our current Condilinns rf 


7 nights from £455.00 


Bi "iking, a copy nf 
which is available on reminL shall apply to 
all reservation*. 


the great temples of Kamak and 
Luxor. 

THE MS RA 

The MS Ra is a large Nile cruiser 
purpose built in Britain and 
accommodating up to 140 
passengers. Facilities on board 
include a restaurant, lounge, 
bar. sun deck with swimming 
pool, jacuzzi, AH cabins are air 
conditioned with large picture 


windows and have private 0171-6161000 

bathrooms. 

For a true escape with that 
magical combination of culture 
and relaxation this is surely an 
opportunity that should not be 
missed. 



VOYAGES JULES VERNE 


DEPARTURES & PRICES 

Mundaw - per p^rwwi in U*wr Do* twin 

1999 February 1. 8 . 22 X475 


2 1 Dorset Sqirare. london NW I 

Tiuwrt PlHfluHW I Id .,|T,VIMI AMO# 

Internet hUprZ/www. vjY.co.uk 


iibt oflkra lie own *ir Irkptwnc ranvjuora 
innu Ham in ^t*n A»-, & iwn> 9am iu 5pm at the 

■tcrkcikb Fm |irr**i.J n’B.jn our oflWi turn 
jietan l' 5pPi -nlv. 


Ireland 

Q. diff&cnf iefe 


HOLIDAYS ’99 


From B&B’s to castles, from 
long weekends to weeks on end 

you’ll find Ireland's world 

famous welcome is now warmer 
than ever. For our fid] 
colour brochures, call us f ree Qn 


0800 55 5599 

w ™ itelandh 0 |id ay5 . co uk ’ 
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Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


The BIG DEAL 

in USA Car Hire 


£149 


Per week 


ABSOLUTELY “FULLY INCLUSIVE” 

ONE GREAT LOW RATE RIGHT ACROSS THE STATES AND CANADA 

USA Rent a Car has arrived in the UK and for a limited period only, you can take advantage of our incredible introductory 
low rates starting at just £ 149 FULLY INCLUSIVE per week and that rate is valid at all our USA and Canadian locations*. We’ve 
revolutionised the USA car hire market: and nobody benefits more than YOU. Our rates are up to 25% LESS than Alamo or 
Dollar and we are the ONLY company to have one common rate right across the USA and Canada*. 

THE BIG DEAL - NOBODY OFFERS YOU MORE- 

83 INCLUDED - All Cars Have Air Conditioning And Automatic Transmission. 

■ INCLUDED - Unlimited FREE Mileage. 

B INCLUDED - Collision Damage Waver (CDW). 

H INCLUDED - State Liability Third Party Insurance. 

E INCLUDED - Excess Liability Insurance Up To $ I Million. 

E INCLUDED - Ail State Sales Taxes. 

B INCLUDED - All State Surcharges. 

ffl INCLUDED - Afl Handling Fees. 

B INCLUDED - Airport Imposed Fees. • 

S3 FREE - One Way Drops Throughout Florida And California. 

B9 FREE - Exclusive USA Discount Vouchers Book Offering $ 1 500 Worth Of Savings 

At USA Restaurants. Attractions, Shops. Hotels And Services. 

B FREE - £10 OFF Next Hire Voucher. 

ffi FREE - Currency Converter Worth £10. 

m FBFF Cnm*. nri^r On aii i ica ON- AIRPORT COLLECTION RIGHT ACROSS THE USA AND CANADA 

9 FREE - Spouse Driver On All USA Bookings This Month. Wherever and whenever you need a car - we're there! Over 1000 locations available. 

9 GUARANTEED - “Never Beaten On Price". HIKE RANGE OF VEHKLES 

ALL FROM JUST £149 PER WEEK* RIGHT ACROSS Economy, compact, mid size, foil size, luxury, convertible, minivans, maxlvans and even motor homes • 

THE USA AND CANADA. We’ve got the tod 



USA Rent a Car price pledge: We’ll NEVER be beaten on price. 
If you find a lower rate we’ll BEAT it. That’s guaranteed. 


FREE 




extrar spo^driver 


ranfc^foeL.jfef 19 

perw«fc£xrra_ 


FREE 


FREE 


-USAifent' aCatrttsOTP?:. ■ 

Incredi^ savir®; of over 
$ 1 500abU5 restaurants, 
theme parKst^hbps 
/arid services.-.; 


and’ feoe^-icFREE 

cun^ri^jRdhffliser 

flyorth £10}. . 


orrt^KiAand 


‘Separate rates apply to New Yoifc/Newaric/JFK. 

‘Peak season surcharges of £20 per week applies between 
15 July - 31 august and 20 - 27 December 


ON- AIRPORT COLLECTION RIGHT ACROSS THE USA AND CANADA 

Wherever and whenever you need a car - we're there! Over f 000 locations available. 

HUGE RANGE OF VEHICLES 

Economy, compact, mid size, foil size, luxury, convertible, minivans, maxlvans and even motor homes - 
We’ve got the tod 

TOP QMAUIY VEHICLES 

We only have top quality necenr model vehicles on fleet All air conditioned and with 
automatic transmission. - 

BIG DISCOUNTS ON LONG RENTALS •' 

For tong rentals of 4 weeks or more we can offer further great savings. 

THE LOWEST RATES ON TOE MARKET - GUARANTEED! 

Our rates are driving the competition crazy and it’s no wonder, we're up to 25% lower and we'll always 
BEAT any company quoting a tower rate. 

usa RENT A CAR 

CALL: 0171 499 1300 

Fax: 0171 491 7073 Motorhome Reservations: 01424 814100 
24 Hour Brochureline: 01 71 434 0844 


Austria 


AUSTRIA 

LAKES^MOUWTAIKS 

|7 DAYS £89 

JirdJdino COACH AND B&B 
IlN TOP RESORT Kdir-w ii. 

ICj.'J the COLOUR SRCCHURZ HOTlINC 

0181*980*7244 


ri&OTialcpinQ 

HE AZORES 

Vcrbtu. fextitl. tork-Vww 
oaJ-UutK jntapeJajJ 

■ fra rmi. ummjur tea*!* 

tort vltile-viiit**. into?, 
irafint U nmiiHilivd 

lb* S4 b ho Heahorm U-t“ 

81-847 4748 



Baleancs 


VINTAGE SPAIN Uallo-can 8 
Mono icon tormhoustai with 
In unspoilt areas. K>i9S4» S61431 
AIT0 ATOL Z7B7 ABTA wwrw.vm- 

iagaliBveLcc.uk 


Canaries 


blue SKY Canaries. Balesi.es. 
Alnarva, FkvIdB loot Superb 
selection of Apis, hotels. yIHs*. 
hscs. pensions. Vtaiue lot 
Col btoch 01002 B477S5. 

wvm-tikifrsky vUlBS.ctuik 



Croatia 


TRANSUN 4 

-;ir TRAVEL LCRS - 

NO. I SPECIALIST TO 

CROATIA 


7 NTS SC C170 i 

FROM ONLY TjV / 7 \ 

• urn :rr.i*!«-rv. 


7 NTS HB.rOOO 

FROM ONLY JjLL 7 

JUtlt ?»?>: - 0S?;KI»i2 ECTV.EEK 

mr s :ttk kii f'. 


S 01865 798888 

ATOL :?4T ABTAY4- 



Cycling or 
Walking 

See the great an treasure* 
of Tuscany and Umbria. 

plus a myriad of less 
obvious delights hidden 
down Tuscan Janes 
and tucked away in 
Umbrian hill villages. 
Characterful holds, 
great food, hags moved. 

Ring now for your 
1999 colour brochure 


01606813340 

4b ATOL 2412 


EXCLUSIVE 

ITALY 


Some of Ac fined 
prime riRas and 
bnnhaise* 
tfanujtaui leaf); 
ItorhaJW load 
kiKmfcdgeof 
each prapent 


TUSCANY NOW 

T 0171 272 546? 

F 0 1 “ l 2 ~ 2 Cy I S -i 


to Castles... 

.-presents the 
choice collection 
of self entering 
properties in 
Italy sleeping 
panics of 



A SUPERB RANGE of *■? 
holds a 

m Paphos * UmaasoL taMdnrai “ 


7382 Hobday Options ATOL3IO' 


[ Germany | 

GERMANY Dafly W» 

hotel aceomodatfoiv All 

CC. Gorman Tiavd Centre 018 
429 2900. Open ^ days. ABTA 
ATOL 2977 IATA 


ITALY 

LAKE GARDA 

7 DAYS £99 

inc.L-ov.-3 COACH AfJD B&B 
IN TOP RESORT 

Cut COLOUR 3-TCCnUR~.-0TLi\E 

0181«980*7244 


Tfttdinotuil jarmhoutn, 

villas and apartments 

in Itahi prtnicit regions. 
ran aonuR baochiiu ring 
08700780 1 86 Quart ns* 

VACANZE IN ITALIA 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Vary special 
larmhses, vtBoS 8 spa In a 
around onchantkig medieval San 
Gimignano between Florence A 
Siena - 1999 broch. 0161 422 
921 a e-mail JabeBouscana@foLi! 
APUUA/CALABRIA SlcUy. ArnaNL 
Sardinia. Discover Ilia wonderful 
south. Wtag, (arms. apis, hotels 
Lang Trawl 0(694 722133 ATOL 
2 bedroom Bat kt iflth C atone 
house 40k from Bologna. Rural, 
good walka. food and scenery. 
C22S-C295pa. Tel 01 16 279 3488 
LAKE GARDA. Como A Magglore 
epis a hotels, ateo cUea. Lakes S 
Mouitains 01 32B 844405. AJTO 
BRIDGEWATER^ IdyUta Italy. 38 
yean axpenenoe countiysidB lo 
cooil the complete selection, 
private vBtaa, lemfrouses, cas> 
ties, apm tn in nlii and hotels. Tus- 
cany tAnbrts. Lata Gwda, Rome. 
ABTA D0218 Tel 0t61 707 8795. 
Htp://www.bridgewBter- 
irawLco.uk 

COUNTRYSIDE VBe sleeps 8. 
Between Rome A Naples. Tel: 
01875 615868 

I Sardinia ~™l 


Portugal 


Skiing Holidays 


Skiing Holidaj-s 


•CSTU3a : . ».«ASa?/ AZOiES 



Portijgala Holidays 
V: O' S’. 444 " 957 _ 


THE A20RES • Discover tndy 
amazing scenery and natural 
boaury m the mne volcamc 
Islands of the Azores scattered 
amidst the Atlantic. Con Simply 
Portugal 0181 995 9323 ABTA 
V1337 ATOL 1922 AJTO. 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL. Country 
houses with pools bi The Ulnho ! 
& Coata Verde. 01954 261431 
AJTO ATOL 2787 ABTA 
SUNV1L DISCOVERY Flexible By- 
drives north to south. Character 
BB Pouaadas. Manor houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181 847 
4748 AJTO ATCLS08 


Russia 


RUSSIA /Georgta/UValna. Colour 
brochures. INTERCHANGE. Tel 
01B1 SB1 3612 ATOL 2429 


SPAIN 


Dwjfcianal ramAry bases. vtEm 
& ipaniaaa* to nwri nad nod 
Sprio. Maliorca uad Ibna^L 




SUKVIL DISCOVERY Flexible ny- 

drives lo Tuscany 6 Umbria- 

ZT Character BB Beam. Plus Stcey. 

Eastei*n Europe Lake*. c«ee. oibi w nn 

- 1 AJTO ATOLBOB 

AT ^^ TUSC ^L v ^ s -?‘' 

6239 * on mBI 291 1450 

SARDfMA with Voyages liana, an 
Island of stunning beaches and 
lovely scenery. Our magnlffcatfl 
now -93 brochure has a wide 
choice of private viBae, apart- 
ment, hotefs, simple and dohito. 
0800 783 9025 AlUMlOl 


SARDINIA, 
CORSICA 
. & CYPRUS 

SeffCaltttmx fart^frtfrrm 

£285 

HOMU, VSa, 6 . 
Aparmrrex TdtoArode 

AGutHoaeay, 
CdtaanferakredMrr ■ 

0800 73 I 736 Z - 




COSTA BRAVA Wide telacilon ot 
vHlas. many won private pools. 
Sun select Villas ABTA V7Z7S 
Brochure 01298 271900 

VINTAGE SPAIN Country houses 
with pools in unspoilt areas ol 
Catalunya 8 Andatuda. 01954 
261431 ATOL 2787 AfTO 

www.vJntBQecrovelxo.Ltlt 

ANDALUC1A. Village house. Nr 
mountains * saa. Great wolk- 
IngMkSUe. Slpa 2/4. 01457 
853559 

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE HOUSE 
GauOn Afldafuoia. Sips 5. Living 
area with balcony views to 
NAMca. Courtyard, unroof, car- 
port, piling spool. Brochure Tal 
0T81 292 3947 Ft* 29B 1990 

CASAS CANTABR1CAS HcdUays In 
bematful unapdl N A W Spain 6 
Portugal. tW 01 223 328721 emaBi 
casacantebsmemaJ.eom AITO 


,ev sm tmrzSS T'"' 
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Dde 

Depm 

Accoosb 

7ms pp 

COURCHEVEL 

612 

LGW 

QubHU Cascades HB 

£299 

BARDONECCHIA 

7/2 

LGW 

2 Peak Hotel HB 

£199 

MACUGNAGA 

7/2 

LGW 

2 Peak Hotel HB 

£169 

PAS DE LA CASA 

7/2 

LGW ChibHULlacNegreHB 

£399 

SERRE CHEVALIER 

7/2 

LGW 

Chib Hotel Yeti HB 

£189 

SAUZE D’OULX 

14/2 S/DRIVE 

2 Peak Hotel B&B 

£229 

BANFF (CANADA) 

17/2 

MAN 

3 Peak Hotel R0 

£349 

SOLL 

20/2 

MAN 

Club Hold Theresa HB 

£419 

CHAMONIX 

20/2 

BHX 

Chalet Red Mountain 

£499 

VALMOREL 

20/2 

LGW 

Self Catering 

£199 

HEMSEDEL (NORWAY) 2U2 

STN 

Chalet Tinden 

£249 

PAMP0R0Y0 imGAKAJ 21/2 

LGW 

2 Peak Hotel HB 

£239 

MACUGNAGA 

21/2 

LGW 

2 Peak Hold HB 

£239 

STEAMBOAT (USA) 

24/2 

LGW 

Chalet Patrice 

£449 

FLAINE 

27/2 

LGW 

Self Catering 

£219 

LES MENU1RES 

•27/2 

LGW 

Chalet Montegnettes 

£419 

GEILO (NORWAY) 

28T2 

STN 

3 Peak Hotel HB 

£399 

BOROVETS (BULGARIA) 

im 

MAN 

3 Peak Apt/HU HB 

£299 

CLAVIERE 

2 m 

LGW 

2 Peak Hotel HB 

£299 

Best Winter Sports Operator Globe Awards 1999 
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0990 14 14 14 

www.neilson. co.uk 

see your local travel agent or Teletext page 207 


AWALUCIA- From the Coata data 
Luz lo the Casta AJ merle and the 
moat cha r m i ng whitewashed vil- 
lages In between. Chooea bom a 
ntda range et rvnst vObs S hotels. 
hoBdeys taBor-mede to your 
taste. CM Sfcnphr Spain pIBt 995 
3323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1822 

aito. 

RESTFUL MOUNTAIN RETREAT. 
FOOTHILLS SIERRA NEVADA. 
Patio Garden. Sleeps 4. Wood 
Burning Stave. One Hour , 
Granada. C17Spw ALL INCLU- , 
SWE.TB.ftt3E74S3S6. 

ANOALUC1A: Between Grenada 
and soa. ramantfc houses h oive 
Groves. Pool. Peace for adults 
Tel: 01 564 782 321 


CATALUNYA - Discover the real 
Catalunya, from the Pyrenees to 
the vibrant city of Bmceiona. dl» 
covering The hidden charms of 
the rugged coast and hinterland 
in between. PifvotB villas and 
hmols to sun an tastes combine 
to make the period bespoke holi- 
day. Call Simply Bpatn 0181 995 
9323 ABTA VI 33 7 ATOL 1922 
AITO. 

CATALONUUCOSTA BRAVA Beat 
selection sod -catering villas 6 
apartmenu with pools 6 Hotels. 
Spanish Harbour Oil 7 386 0777. 


No.1 in Ski-Drivt Id Ftorce 


Meribet. 
CaurchereL 
Val distort. 
Jm Plague. 
Chamonix. Verifier. 
Sl t\mon & Whistler 
Snpi rb cMcnd\ 
chalets. taiU>r-nuhk 
hulklays itmJ cwtilem 
childcare jacilincs. 

www.simpJy-traveI.com 
Call 0181 742 2541 
For late availability now. 

ABTA vl U7 ATOUm AITO 




ALL IN 
PRICES. 

strath 
JF^ra n gos s [ 

I 

01273 298 298 


SKI AUSTRIA 
7DAYS£99 

COACH AflID B&B| 
INTOPRESOFTT 1'^i, 

Car 1 ; tie COLOUR S SOOftfKWillW | 

0181*980^7244 


FRMCMLV Wm 


Greol wdue hduswa fraidi ski 


ufflivded pbes ol b Plopie od&S/a 

Les Arcs BsoonifcoinsM 7820 kuw 

I*0»3266m BSaWDOtB; 017] 34 2841 l&MSo 



Holiday making can be 
an adventurous, beautiful, sophisticated 
and individual experience: 
alternatively it can be very dull. 

We want to help you choose. 


j0-c;'.vr A.iK\- ; h, T-.v,;! Edi-c-. lr-.di--ir.Cir 


-JtMUiLK : PF.:S:N’t.lOSI\L-t c ;T:.^|TAJS ivww.cmDlow.CO.L-k 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Travel Team 
on 

0171 293 
2219. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


S pecial Interest Holidays | ) [ Special Interest HoHdays 

ENGLISH LAKES, EUROPE, THE WORLD 

Our range of over 150 different holidays literally spans the globe. Join one of our 
friendly led walking parties - each graded to suit your ability - and see our 
wonderful world close at hand. From sightseeing on foot In cities, day rambles 
through enjoyable countryside to challenging walking in the hills and mountains, 
there is something for everyone. 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS: 24 hour brochure line: 01707 339039 B 
2 Church Rd (Box 43), Welwyn Garden, AL8 6PQ gg| §§ 

Tel: 01707 331133 Fax: 01707 333276 E-rcaihranihols@dial.plpex.com Established 1946 
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worldwide 


A unique selection of small group exploratory 
holidays from the UK’s leading 
adventure tour company. 

Rambles, Hikes & Treks - A ips, Picos, Sierra Nevada, 
Pdoponnese, Cappadocia. Adas, Kilimanjaro, Himalayas, 
Tien Shan. Rockies, Sierra Madre, Andes. 

Wildlife Safaris - Kenya, Tanzania, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Ghana. South Africa, Madagascar, India, 
Nepal. Borneo, Canada. Costa Rica, Galapagos. 

River Journeys & Sea Ticks - Dordogne, Aegean. 

Nile. Niger, Okavango, Ganges, Yangtse, East Indies, 
Amazon, Orinoco, Chilean Fjords, South Pacific. 

Lost Cities & Ancient Worlds - Delphi, Luxor. Petra, 
Persepolis, Carthage, Timbuktu, Samarkand, Xian, 
Angkor, Chidien Itza, Tikal, Macfau Picchu. 

Choose from over 200 tours in 96 countries. 
Tours from 8 days to 4 weeks. 

Prices from under £400 to over £ 2000 . 

call 01252 760 100 for 

your free copy of our colour brochure 

Explore Worldwide (IN], Aldershot GUI 1 1LQ 
www.eiploKxo.uk FuHy bonded AfTO/ ATOL 2595 


South East Asia 

A wonderful, magical t our of adventure, 
mystery & surprises. You'll find the cuf 
win take your breath away. 






independent traveler's 

• Over 200 specialist travel 

V*v • Specialist equipment & 

health advice 

•. * Q,,er 130 raEE traVEl ta,te 

° Jah jpportuuitiss abroad 

• Excellent value flights 

* ‘‘ArS ^ • One-stop Iravei 

A -iW'? vaccination clinic* 

f dt • Travel Writing & 

•JfOr?-.. m Photography workshops' 

”_Hr *Jgj • 7r2-X eiiM'JitiO’is C 

• ' -a - ; ; - r5 

- Women & Travel Seminar* 

'AvXt&t ai sthxira vwtia 

the world at your i i n s a : ; i ? s 

Lpns» Arew/ir T-f jV 7:, HTatojaiyf^:' '7 
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Treks Escorted 

Climbs g ™p s 

SSffiS? Tailormade 
Wildlife Holidays 

Classic Nepal 

For a brochure Tab 

nnotf datdatepM&tkulaya.cawi 

SKYROs the Holistic Experience. 
In Greece s the Caribbean. 0171 
28* 3065 or www.skyros.com, 
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_VI W/ *. Looking for a tour in lndia...beach and 

* diving, white water rafting, wildlife and 
trekking in Borneo... mountain peaks 

* K and hidden valleys in Pakistan. ..trek or 
leisure holiday in NepaL.B&B to 5 star holds?? 

We can help!! 

NEI (UK) Ltd. 01269 823355 

email: neluk"i mcmad.com. wvnuneWcmcmaAcom. TTA-T7965 


Walking Holiday Specialists 

Itsherpa 

For 27 years we have ottered a comprehensive range 
of Himalayan Expeditions, but our most important 
destination is Franca! Our most popular holiday in 
1998 was to a little known Spanish Island. 

For detals ot over 100 superb walking holidays 
worldwide to suit walkers of Ul abilities call: 

01815777187 

www.tiwipa-wattong-rreMayg-co.ult 


An opportunity to join a small group in an 
inspirational setting on the Southernmost tip 
of Ireland. Here you will be able to explore 
and develop your creative spirit under the 
guidance of an experienced artisL 
For further details please phone: 07801 517159 

France 
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•' "7. -TfcL Luxury mobile homes & huge 

V-V- :****-^& Supertents on 1 ] S campsites i 
-V' ' "2T • 8 countries. Only Key camp ha 

'7 a Children's Hub on every siu 
. ' Call today for a brochure 

01S1 395 8565 

’’ wwxr.LcTcunp.ca.iit 
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SAVE UP TO 


Beautiful Brittany & the Western coast * 

up to 4 CHILDREN 9 

TRAVEL FREE H 

Cai 01483 284044 far or brochure *■»( 


with SITE SAVERS 

You choose the region.. .we choose the campsite 


ART NOUVEAU - 

ON TOT BOX FOR 1999: 

- L’ecole de Money 1889-1909 
Goleries Potrel, Nancy 

- Mel raebine est au fond de hols, 
musee de L'ecole de Nancy 

- Pelnture etArt Nouveau musee Des 
Beaux-arts 

NANCY 1999 


OVERSEAS, UK 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 



DISCOVER NEW WAYS TO ENJOY HOLIDAY FRANCE & SPAIN c^gSff 6 

r "i t*. ^ 5 

The new 1999 Holiday Homes in France and Spain is now "sr.?p/.rs 
available. It features over 1000 self-catering holidays and a 

great choice of carefully selected hotels. *S3§|3S5 


Okavango 

PURS&.SAFARIS 

Simply the best for , 
tailored holidays in; 

BOTSWANA , 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
NAMIBIA. UGANDA, 
Z5MBA3WE 
SOLiTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA. INDIAN 
OCEAN ISLANDS, 
MADAGASCAR 

Tel: 0181 343 3283 
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BOOK EARLY A TO 

I -IV 7L* Jk\J sO 

ON THE RENTAL PRICE 
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^ subcontineni 

Tel 0181 343 34*6 

' Qtltpfcwtf. AnatlU Avcnw j 
London WJTP -.j 
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brochures 0990 143 537 reservations 0990 360 360 or see your Travel Agent '^~T : 7. f r T : 
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Greece 
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^REECE 
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I eoaOwganJataag 

81-847-4748 
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Group, nnd 
bmpokq hoMay. 

0181 7478315 lDV 

Flight, only 

0181 747 3108 

0161 832144! J 
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Latin "IRESP 
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• holxfan in Bavoru, and Ajana. i 
Fteo btodwta Irom. 

Bicycle & Vfall mq Touts * 
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CYCLING IN UNDISCOVERED 
Europ®. Rna tood. Wend jr hototo, 
bags moved lor you. Headwater 
01600 013337 AITO 2412 ATOL 

WALKING IN UNDISCOVERED 
Europe. Fine food, hand-picked 
hotels, BxcqHem value lor money 
prices- Guided end Independent 
choices - bags moved for you. Tel 
Headwater 01606 B13337 ATT0 
2412 ATOL 

WALKING IN GERMANY . Sell 
Guided, no groups. Bags trans- 
ferred. 01786 824515 


Corsica 
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! Cusica Iioibuie lim 


01242 240 310\ 


• va HcAdov, lid (ONDI 
CUientiain GLSO 3FB 
■ «w. ■■IbW 1 co u li 

■ CORSICA, 
□ SARDINIA 
m & CYPRUS 

9 £279 

ptgn Hold,. Villas i 

l*^ Ap o r u rgn u . TMorun^r 

AGotfHaMn-. 

Cdl mm tor . trortoic 

£1 0800 7317362 
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Greece 

mSM. Villa holidav-s tor 
BBFrhose who want 
I to escape the crowds 
^Bin sivle and comfort. 

• taw • Cbwumi 

TOzjcww&.farttt. Com- S mp 
• Skvbts • Ament • Cfcn 
I ® ’[For a brochure telephone 

JjsLSL 56£ 6S3S 

Mrhrni^/www.vch.eO'Ufcf'vfflBS.' 
yft-'BTA V !9S) ATOL AITC 

-4 ..... 

MALKI KAtYMHOS LEROS 1 
SPETSES LIPSI SYUt TILOS 
SAMOS SKOPELOS ALONISSOS ; 
San Catering Villas A AtuimanlK. 
SmaliHolals ATiadibonaiHou^aa. : 

rrSALLINQURAHAZMGLYKCNeST ' 
AWARD WINNING BROCHURE 

01629 824 SSI ' 

■ y : »2P' 

AHO^ - 
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cf Greeca 
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we have tradSkmal homes. vOa, , 
and eptmnents in me dBages oi j 
Perga and Stwpa and on (tie 
M and i bINMML f ine. CWA , 
Corfu. zefejmiMH, Lalkada, ' 
Wi odM and QtpnaL FDgtu | 
from Goiwkfe. Manchester and 
Glasgow Cal for a Bradiure. 

0181 785 1234 ! 
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WEEKEND MWVMB 
“'^T®/lBE«33U*»rt' 'OUSSELP 
•V «y WITH THE PERSON WHO 
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? i or BUB8UT AT B E LEC TEO 
HOTELSOVEP 

C Valentine's weemenOl 
; a£M3mras_ 


,«TA VtSJT ATQL ItU MTO 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY The UK's 
widest choice oi epodafist fly- 
drtvo, By-In & safana. Namibia. 
Botswana. Zrmbatnm, Zambia. 

, UalaatL the Capa & Mozambique. 
Call our wp H an 0181 232 
9777. or 0181 847 4748 ter our 
brochure. ATOLEOa 


ALL types oi boUdoys: 
escoitwl toon. 
motar homo*. 
tioin odv«nmioe-^^fe% 
AIL you need; 
fllOtiia. hotels. 
corhlro. tcdlar 
mode hoUdctya. 

VM* Colour Brochun*. 1 
ALL CANADA TRAVEL 

flgi Canada Spectrum* 


Latin A merica 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Costa Rica. ; 

Guewmoia. Ecuador, the Galapa- 
noa. Nlgnty flexible hHflvtdual 
tour* Hid fly-drtvea. Jungle , 
todgea. nature roeotves. 0181 8*7 I 

4748 AITO ATOLflOS | 


$ANS IHWS 

566 

S^^vona 


indus _ 

Tours & TVaveJ Limited 
?)ndui Specialists 
for Tailor-Made Tburs 

Tel: 0181 426 0069 
Fax: 0181 863 0255 

E-fnaik lndua®tiSn»nieLcom 


Winter Breaks 


Caribbean 


AAA CUBA.HAITI. Interchange. 
BrachOlSl 681 3612 ATOL 2428 


Far East 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Thailand. 
: Vtanam. Highly flexible touts and 
| fly-drtves tor Individuals. 0181 
847 4748 ATTOAT0UM8 
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Lovrfy mtw Mtth poob. itmMe 
cotoaes. medkial *K>ge homes 
CordUjr wteoed holds Way 
friendly pasoiBl service. 

01424 460046 

ATOL mwoontraxcuik 
^2647 qTQOOctTMj ^ ^ A'TMl 

VOYAGES (LENA - setectad vtUea 
soma wtth pools, cotta ge s, apart- 
ments. warm end welcoming 
hotels all In lovely scenery. Our 
magnffleent new 99 brochue has 
the widest choice. Phone 0800 
783 9025 AJta/Atol 


THE INDEPENDENT recemmenes 
Pure Crete. S : village heuses. 
swing flewers. SreKhtaking 
scenery and empr, Leaches. 
D131 760 C879 Alcl 2^7 i,~0 
CRETE 01622 630064 ATOL 4557. 

wwiijj.-ake»cre;e.co.u'> 

A QUALITY SELECTION =1 mse- 1 
pendant villas, opanmens and 
small hoieta. located in quieter 
areas cl Greece. Stoupe. Zakyn- 
thos. Kefalorua. Letkas. Paxes. 
Paige and Owe. For a 1999 
Brochure please call 0171 233 
9233 Greek Options Lid. ATOL 
4245 

PAN TOURS . Fortnightly lours iEx 
LHR) oi Peloponnese. Homeric 
towns, classical sites. Byzantine 
ghost towns. Venetian torts & 
Ottoman villages- QiBl 04 7 4748 
AITO ATOL 808 Sunvil HoOOays 


& CccstaL 

Wf laicsideand 

: -Jardi imnws 

i * im tr,-oupoti; 

— j-cr- Sex Ei-gUiai ; 
FREE lW PAGE HROCHCRE 
03700 780 189 (24 His> 
Qarne Ref. A0S2. 


NEW ENGLAND V/ide selection of 
personalty selected houses and 
ressrte on Cope Cod and In Ver- 
m=n-_ Sndgewaier Travel ABTA 
□0219 Tel 01299 271 900 

NEW England Country houses in 
Vermont & cottages on Maine 
ccasL 31954 261431 ATOL 2787 

MAINE. Catun on teJta. Bod access 
only. Good [taming and swim- 
ming. Nr coast, islands. Canada. 
Sleeps 6. June- Sept E250pw. Tel 
01162793488 

New Zealand I 
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'"Hydra. Zogori StMhns. 
• Sitpri«,Aiwiin«. 

ExotiheiiutaimBi 
H-iili OBJ atumMntiag 
. ' Gmk tptcidlut. 

v Caimon j vt ttdi <1 dan hxaa. 

dvtncterlid kentls i a »anti 
»rA.vw « minkad o rent 
mJihfSp'ViJdG. 

wwwsniply-travd^am 


TUrkey 

SailiiRfii 

Istanbul 

Ggjrogfe 


^NEWMAHS 

arJiOUDAYS 

V ■> luliii 
■iemsrn cflsf Un non 
csnprsteiBhe rsage at MUais 

tsJnZsaiaae 
COACH mBS: A relMflf and 
Jvrry-tnx *3y at seang New 
imaiWs Jcamc jrw u&n 


FU^monirtaun Lcadua cod 
Mtacbesrec 


mrepBiKiir nuHon: &w aa 
flacMty ot tXsgmg yout om 
aucr or ttZ-ttln itnearY Beta/ 
tt>e naan track ottn a 

NEWMANS MOmatOIHE 

For tamer tatomatiaB and tor . 
FREE cotoor brochure 

mtOIBI B79 1992 


Discovery A 
& Adventure 

Discover 12 enchanting 
French regions on foot 
or by bike, with your 
bags moved for you. 

Warm friendly 
hotels, fine regional 
food and wines, 
unexpected pleasures. 

For a totally new kind of 
French experience, 
phone now for 1999 
colour brochure. 

rewR 

V 01606 813 338 

V 4J10 ATOi.2412 
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INSURANCE 

on Thomson 

Sun & Ski holidays 
Jan-March ’99 
departures 


This offer applies to a huge range of 
holidays and cruises, including last 
minute holidays. 


Su^ed ta a»L>fiSy LcnPaiymnetran^tQ 
«rT£» — s c?sr *3^; nccca Of* opetes to owrajs hdtbp an ousas leefixe- 
a T C. - 43. 1 HT3- 3E.3 ^reduss. Cfltr cam Pe coTOnaa atm af> CMt prancWS 
c?p - nzjjri =rwrusnc(erpM«BhDHay5Siang£S9ormci*teroenan£tcit 
*».' £41= :e cexr i=n- -Jaiaa o sr,ir« m x a c KassramAnaKci 
Hc^VsaS^Ju^^'^sawartMja S tNancis* wanaerts; dES 

New Zealand 

Advmtune DELUXE 
MOTOR HOME HIRE 

Experience the real New Zealand 
at your own leisure 

Campervans are an exciting way to see the 
beauty of New Zealand. You have the luxury 
and comfort of your own home - away from 
home. You decide where and when you 
want to go and what you want to see and 
experience, at your own leisure. 

• Modem fleet all fully equipped 

• Unlimited mileage 

• 2 - 6 berth 

• Diesel motors in manual or automatic 

• One way hires and free airport transfers 
Call our UK office and talk to our friendly 
‘Kiwi’ staff for a free brochure and map 

New Zealand Adventure Free Phone; 

0800 61-41-62 

UK Travel ~ I 


THE SPORT & CRAFT MANORS 


FiDica Arlive BtKhiia List I 


07242 240 310 


' VfB HoUm Ltd fOOS) I 
dwhenliam £550 3ffi j 
www vSjhon.oo.uk I 
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A superior choice of over ! 
700 traditional French i 

hoflday properties. [ 
fitEE COLOUR BKOCHOPE , ' 


JOOOTE H£F FI89 

IVACANCESEN 
I CAMPAGNE 
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tjg Villas & s 
^ Cottages 

wS, Many wrilfi pools. 
He an route hotel. 
it-'fTS Coast and country. 
■Vv-. PH0NEFW1A 
2 BROCHURE ON 

0845 0701100 

Quota BR904 

^.OTlVWl WH urn _ 


L WF/ 1 SAVE MONEY 
V \J - BOOK DfftECTl 
3000* PRtVATE 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 

Viilaa & F&nrfHuaes. iranv 
with pacta • Chateaux 
• Gotagec - Siuflhn • Apartments 
- Family Hoteta ■ l*iWr» Homes 
■ Bad * BieaHaats ■ City Brooks 
AS regions of France 
Cell now for your FREE 
556 page colour directory 

08700 730 730 

quoting NHt64£ 
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.BRITTANY 


OVER I.M DtLICHTHiL 
COTTAR Li TO CHOOSE FP0M 
hr a coJour Wcduuc all 

08700760760 


SWASTEELS 


v-^a 


SuperSites 

■ OBILI 
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West Coast & Med. 
Low Prices. 

MtHCRUA 

BROCHURE ON 

0845 070 2244 

auoussa&H 
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COTE D'AZUR & PROVENCE 
Unique coKctlon ot tajastd villas 
8 country houses «Wh poote. BaL 
tour France 01 1 89 «E63D 


p-KtNCH RIVIERA 

AJTordibl# boUiiii from 

Trauel Service 

AxonuLug) valiK (nr 

r- . ‘ mnney ju>ine at our m 
' framour Hohrb usd 

HuteLOuU. 

§-3. 7«i VC B&B 

By air fruoi 299 319 

■a by rail or car 

0171 902 7472<24k ra j 
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VFB Hokdovs LxJ. (OT®) I 
Chjtenbom £550 X8 
www.vfahdli.ceui t 


j vTE HoWox W. pNB) ! 

[ Owttwihani 'jLSQ JFfl l 
! www vfahok co.ui 

OOR DOGKEfLOT. Ltcluiht cot- 
tages, farmhouses, vittas. Coun- 
try Cottages tn Franco: 08700 780 
760 quoting FHD12A 
BflrTTANY SOUTH - Mins from 
beach, three acre gairivo. 
superb group of GRes. TeL- Or 924 
493220 

TARN GORGES. 3 luxurious cot- 
tages wHh pool in dramatic Dma- 
bfe VbBoy. Tit (0033) 565488291 . 
BRnTANY Dordogne £ more. Wide 
median ot vfllos. most near sea 
or with pools. Suneetoct VHae 
ABTA V7278 Brochure 01299 
271900 

CHARENTE MARTME , Vieraie etc. 
Vfflas, Codogw 6 Vrtoyard GAes 
Some pooia. Rna beaches. Frarv 
cophto Bonded 915394 31960 
BRITTANY, Exclusive cottages, 
farmhouees, vfltos. Country Cot- 
tages In Renee: 08700 760 760 
quoting FHBI2A 

SOUTH-WEST Farmhouses wtui 
pools Tent at Garonne A Le 
Beam. 0195*261431 AfTO ABTA 
LOT VALLEY GORGE. Superb cot- 
leges and pools. Sips 2-8 In 
secrdS. Fiance. Tel. Paul Pocot* 
(0033)865486281. 

MORUANOY peaceful country cot- 
mgo, unspent relaxing steepa 5-7 
TW 01730 816 543 
PftOVBiCE. Home lo tat tn unique 
milage Sips 4-8. Private gdn, 
aharad pool. AH (acuities, thr 
drive Cate d’Azur & Gorge du Ver- 
dun. W/Fex 01380 728284 
DORDOGNE Seduded iantihousa, 
fully modernised, In heart of 
cava/diateou* country , nr nansd 
castle, dp* *■ Can swimming 
pool.fl acres. 'phone. oiBi 340 j 
1 7728. 


"Working Top walkers 

Join our campaign to open 
up paths right across the 
country. 

To become a member see 
our advi-rusemi-Di on page 
25 of the Travel section. 


advertise 

your 

Valentine 
Breaks 
please 
call the 
Travel 
Team 
now on 
0171 

293 2219. 



FREE GOLF ON 3 x 18 GOLF COURSES 



EXCEPTIONAL FAMILY Programme- 
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THE ASSOCIATION 
OF N DEPEN E3 ENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


For a unique 
range of veal holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
■ 3^ original - 


For a FR££ CO p V Q f t j R1 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

L °18f 607 9080 
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Showing us how it's done: paralympic athletes, clockwise from main picture, Alnin Margaretcz, Jonathan Morris, Brian Harding and Steve Shaw 

Freedom of the slopes 

' If you see someone zooming down the piste on what looks like a chair on skis, don't be 
alarmed. It's just one of the many "adaptive 7 skiers enjoying themselves. By Stephen Wood 



Ian Martin 


SAIL ONTO 
THE 

BEST SNOW. 




J ust after Christmas. I met Karen 
Darke at the apartment in which she 
was staying at Avoriaz, in the Portes 
du Soleil ski area. It was late afternoon, 
and the place seemed to be lull of large 
Scottish men washing, cooking and 
making phone calls. (Maybe it was just that they 
were moving around a lot - she told me later that 
there were only three of them, and that two 
weren't Scottish.) But despite the cramped 
conditions, she was enjoying herself. 

“Fve had a few nightmare experiences in the 
Alps,” she said. “I've stayed in places that had 
lots of steps and narrow dears, where I've had 
to drag myself around on wet slushy floors. It's 
great to be in accommodation like this." 

Darke broke her back in a climbing accident 
A in 1993. and was paralysed from the chest 
y down. Having skied for just a couple of days be- 
fore the accident, she took it up seriously af- 
terwards because it was the best way of getting 
around in the mountains. 

The reason she chose Avoriaz for this, her sev- 
enth skiing trip, was that it is one of the three 
Alpine resorts featured in a new adaptive-ski- 
ing programme for skiers with physical dis- 
abilities. The holidays are organised by the tour 
operator Erna Low in conjunction with the re- 
tailer Snow + Rock, which provides specialised 
ski equipment In most cases, the apparatus 
used is a sit-ski: a sort of bucket seat mounted 
on one or two skis, which the skier steers with 
the help of short poles fitted with skids at the 
bottom. 

Erna Low - which has been selling skiing hol- 
idays for 67 years - launched the programme as 
a result of hiring Jon Lind as a sales executive 
for the 1997/8 seasoa Und. a 29-year-old Lon- 
doner: had been a ski rep and instructor for sev- 
eral years when a cousin invited him to join a 
group of skiers she was taking to Switzerland 
the Back-Up Trust, which organises sports 
"Activities for people with spinal cord injuries. 
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After teaching able-bodied holiday-makers. 
Lind found it “exciting to be with people who 
were so motivated: they weren't holidaying but 
facing a challenge, and getting satisfaction 
from their achievements'*. 

The experience led him to set up a compa- 
ny with a friend who had suffered a spinal in- 
jury. It organised adrenaline sports trips for 
people with physical disabilities. But New Tax, 
as the company was called, was under-fi- 
nanced; and. says Lind, “after two years it be- 
came obvious that it couldn’t survive". So he 


The three resorts in the Erna Low adaptive 
skiing brochure. Avoriaz, La Plague and Tignes, 
all have schools for disabled skiers. This means 
not onjy that specialist tuition is available, but 
also that the lift staff for example, are familiar 
with the sit-ski. 

That gave the programme a start; still, there 
were innumerable problems to be solved both 
in the resorts - wheelchair access to ski-in, ski- 
out apartments (and, particularly to their bath- 
rooms, which require widened doorways), 
insurance, ski-lifts - and on the journey to and 


After teaching able-bodied holiday-makers, Lind found 
it 'exciting to be with people who were so motivated; 
they weren’t holidaying but facing a challenge, and 
getting satisfaction from their achievements’ 


went back to working as a ski rep, and then spent 
several months on the dole before applying for 
the sales job at Erna Low. 

His interest in adaptive skiing (the terra avoids 
the stigma of “disability", and refers to the spe- 
cially adapted equipment) came up in the in- 
terview - and afterwards, when he started 
work. Erna Low's managing director, Joanna 
Yellowlees-Bound, says that “Jon is very pas- 
sionate about the whole thing and I'm the sort 
of person who gets enthusiastic very easily”. 
Soon, they were discussing an adaptive skiing 
programme. “A small company like ours can be 
very flexible," says Yellowlees-Bound, “so if some- 
one comes up with a good idea that’s not too ex- 
pensive, we can pursue it. Also, the programme 
could be linked to resorts with which we already 
worked." 


from Britain. Lind had to plot a complex route 
through Geneva airport, which is something of 
an obstacle course for wheelchair users, and to 
take into account the fact that not all Eurostar 
trains stop at platforms adjacent to the station 
concourse. 

Problems such as these are of special im- 
portance to the programme because, excep- 
tionally, it is aimed at disabled skiers who want 
to travel independently. Back-Up and other or- 
ganisations take groups of disabled people to re- 
sorts; but for those who - like Karen Darke - want 
to go skiing with their friends, Erna Low pro- 
vides a unique service, at no extra cost 

Indeed the adaptive siding ‘‘brochure” is hard- 
ly that: it offers specialist information but all 
clients - whether disabled or not - book through 
the company’s standard French Alps brochure. 


at the same price (although each adaptive skier 
and one helper get a 50 percent discount on ski- 
lift passes from the resorts). 

Fbr adaptive skiers going to Avoriaz, there is 
an added incentive: this season Erna Low em- 
ployed as its resort rep a friend of Lind’s, An- 
drew Moore, an experienced adaptive-ski 
instructor who is himself a wheelchair usee 

“His basic job is to check reservations, receive 
clients and sort out their problems," says lind. 
“But for the new programme it's essential that 
things go smoothly, and safely. 

“So I wanted Andrew to go through a secu- 
rity brief with the adaptive skiers, talking them 
through the lifts and so on. Some of them may 
not speak a word of French, and they need to 
know what to say. for example, when they are 
disembarking from a lift That’s a basic safety 
requirement” 

(Unfortunately, Moore injured his shoulder 
and has had to return to Britain for physio- 
therapy: but he will be back in Avoriaz for the 
programme's busiest period, when the majori- 
ty of this season's 26 adaptive-skiing clients will 
be holidaying in the Alps.) 

Organising the programme is highly labour- 
intensive: Lind is busy with his sales job during 
the day, and works on the adaptive skiing pro- 
gramme (“it takes a lot of time, a lot of letters") 
in the evenings and at weekends. 

\feDowlees- Bound says of the programme that 
she has “no hopes for it commercially: I will be 
pleased it after the first few years, it doesn't make 
a loss. But after lSyears selling holidays, it’s nice 
to put something back into siding." 

I spoke to Karen Darke again last week. She 
is a 29-year-old who works as a geologist in Ab- 
erdeen. How, I asked, did she look back on the 
trip? It was “a real pleasure'*, she said, “to be 
so independent”. 

For details of the adaptive skiing programme, 
contact Jon Lind on 01 7 1 -5S4 2S41 














The be»l wav li* escape ihc crowded slope* 
and package hordes is hy terry with Ski-Drive, 
an exciting idea frum Pifeu Mena Line. A Ski-Drive 
package includes a return ferry fare 
fora car. plus AA S Sur Breakdown 
Assistance and Home jnd Overseas 
Personal Winter Sports Cover from 
jUSt&IS9*for two people. Sid -Drive oilers the serious 
skier the flexibility to ski and lenv c die i mu ds behind. 

To find out more, or ro hook see jour li.iul 
travel agent or call 0930 980 980. 

P&Q Sterna 
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It’s never too late to learn 

Have the joys of skiing passed you by for ever? Roger Mills says it ain’t necessarily so 


real 1*^5 


ffrfty- 1 


/jro: 




SKIING USED to seem to me a 
fat like playing a musical in- 
strument. If you wanted to do 
it you had to start young. Hav- 
ing reached the second half of 
my thirties without having got 
going, it never occurred to me 
to think about trying. Then, at 
toe ripe old age of 38, 1 married 
someone who could ski rather 
well, and a year later I was 
h eading fhr Basso RoUe, a small 
resort in the Italian Dolomites. 

I had heard that ski resorts 
were hill of distressingly able 
five-year-olds and, even though 
there was a handful of other 
qp* anxious-looking oldie begin- 
oers on the slopes, sharing the 
discomfort didn't seem likely to 
make the self-consciousness 

any easier But within half an 
hom; the problems of staying 
upright were taking up all the 


til hi 


&49 i 


What I wasn’t expecting was 


Skiing lessons aren’t just for children Adrian Myers 

how fundamentally unnatural Then there is the question of 

thpohvsical experience of ski- what to do on a steep slope. 

would seem at first Take Faced with a slope, my instinct 
mmSJornera Like most peo- was to lean back. But if you lean 
feelfrS about corner- away from the slope when you 
P 1 ®' * u-Jd 0 n being on a are on skis, your legs shoot from 
“ g T^erTifvou lean to toe under you. Making yourself 
f“2^.m e tothe left- Nothing lean forward is the trick, 
left, you go o worfd On instantly producing a sense of 

to Se left stabUity But try getting your 
skis, when you bodv to do that on day one. 

you go to the ngnt- 


“Adults think too much,” 
sqys Fiona Coats, an instructor 
who runs one of the ski schools 
at Aviemore. “Teaching chil- 
dren is easy because they just 
copy what you do without really 
realising it. With older people 
you can see them concentrat- 
ing too hard, hying to grasp toe 
technique intellectually.’' 

Chilling out is all very weft 
but skiing, at the very begin- 
ning, can be quite alarming. 
The abiding image I have of my 
first day fa fa standing at the top 
of the nursery slope feeling 
both distinctly uneasy, and that 
I was rather pathetic to be 
feeling distinctly uneasy. 

So when, exactly, does the 
fun start? It didn't take long to 
acquire a degree of compe- 
tence. Unless you are critically 
la cking fo co-ordination, almost 
anyone, however old, fa getting 
down the nursery slopes com- 


fortably after four or five days. 
Another week and you're weav- 
ing past stricken beginners 
and wondering if it’s time you 
went back to the hire shop to 
get your equipment upgraded 

“Getting fit before you start 
helps enormously," says Fiona 
Coats. “Many people come here 
having done no exercise at aft 
thinking that skiing fa just ef- 
fortlessly gliding downhill." 

P nafo r wTOBmwnifa r unnin g, 
cycling or any exercise that gets 
the legs moving. Another per- 
sonal tip, is going fbr one-to-one 
tuition in the early days. It may 
be more expensive but it wifi 
have you on your feet (and 
staying on them) much sooner. 

If you are wondering how 
many years you'll get out fa it 
if you start at 40, remember that 
in their downhill racing com- 
petitions, the Norwegians have 
an over- 80s category. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCoVer Direct 
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Arej Comment 
open 


Slopes (cm! List Ttrinp F'MeCost 
Lwr Upr snoi'i 


Detailed independent snow and open Lwr Upr 5now 

weather reports from lSOresofts Andorra 

Aflnsal lOO 1 ?. Upper runs test 100 130 TSOI -20 Unsurtled 

First, obtain the access code for AUSTRIA 

the resort Of cWce. aid Gastrin.. Fresh powder Z6 90 tTFi -7C Unw riled 

Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 Kirchberg SOt Much improved 20 CO 0» -5C Unsettled 

(the fax lists codes for 180 re- CANADA 

sorts! 

Lata Louise 1 00% Fresh powder 65 215 J? Ol -3C Some sun 

To listen to the latest snow and ffiANCE 

weather report: Chamonix 16% Powder snow 80 230 2£0i -3C Unsettled 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code Menbel 78**. E<celtem 80 160 ?&.0i -?C Oejrlng 

ITALY 

For a fax copy of the latest snow Cenrfma 90% Good shimg 30 120 

and weather report: Norway 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


80 230 2S0I -3C Unsettled 

80 160 29.01 -3C Oejrlng 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summ 
conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Geilo 100% Good snow cover 70 

SCOTLAND 


Glencoe 90% Good skiing 30 

SWITZERLAND 

Klosters 75% It's wowing! 60 

UNITED STATES 

Beaver Creek.. 75% Fresh snow 85 


17 01 -2C Oueicasr 


60 100 29 01 -7C Lt snow 


85 145 27 01 -7C Some snow 

Inlar mutton supplied by Ski Hotline 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 ( ln/ormoi. 

Calls ro 0901 cost 60p per min, 0906 cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU*RE COVERED 

mtMddnMcnn Yjjg report ad 
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WORLDWIDE TAILOR MADE' HOTELS 

CURRENT BEST BUYS ON THE WORLD'S FINEST AIRLINES 
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CAR HIRE 


TakeOff 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 


tours 


Me Off 


CRUISES 


TRAILFINDERS Q> 


42-50 EARLS COURT ROAD 

LONGHAW. TUAVEU 

^ mmumm 194 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET 

S LONGHAUL THAVSt; 

nRsT 4 BUSINESS C1A55: 

AVEL EXPERTS 2 is kensjngton hjghs^i 

TOANSAHANTtC a ojropean- 


PLUS DISCOUNTED QUALITY ACCOMMODATION PER ROOM PER NIGHT FROM 


AUSTRALIA E29 • USA £34 • AFRICA £39 * PACIFIC £4« • ASIA £20 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PER MY 

CALL NOW FOR OUR TAILORMAD£ WORLDWIDE OR NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


TRAILFINDERS DOES NOT IMPOSE CHARGES ON CREDIT CARDS 


LOWEST FARES TO AUSTRALIA 
ON QUALITY SCHEDULED AIRLINES 
FROM £449 RETURN 

L FOR DEPARTURES NOW - 30 JUNE 

PLUS AU $50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 

NO INSURANCE FEE FOR FULL PROTECTION AGAINST AIRLINE INSOLVENCY - CAA APPROVED 


FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAILFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 938 3366 
ANYTIME 


AT0L 1458 UOA ASIA 69701 


22-24 THE PRIORY QUEENSWAY 

worldwide tbavb; 

48 CORN STREET 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 

254-284 5AUCHIEHAU STREET 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 
fhbt a business class 


LONDON W8 6 FT ; 

0171*938 33*4 

LONDON wa 7RG 

0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 

LONDON WBASD 

0171-937 5900 _ 

BIRMINGHAM B4 68S 
0121-33*1334 

BK5TOLBS1 1HQ 

0117-929 9000 

GLASGOW G2 3EH 

0141-353 2224 
0141-353 2400 


53 PEAN5GATE MANCHESTER M3 7FF 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0161-839 *9*9 
FUST & BUSINESS CLASS: 0161-839 3434 

7-9 RIDLEY PLACE NEWCASTLE NEI SJQ 

WORLDWIDE TRAVELS 0191-261 23*S 


OUR TRAVEL CENTRES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 




SPECIAL OFFER 

AUSTRALIA 

from 

£449 


Departures to 30 June 99 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS • AUSTRALIAN VISAS 

0870 7500 140 

Mon-Fri 9am-9pifi, Sol 9atn-5.30ptn, Sun 1 0am-J.30pm 

WE GO FURTHER TO 
FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


Ratum prices wifi omar airlines 
inducting prepaid airport taxes from: 

Penh £449 Ne«Ybrk £169 

Sydney £S49 Benton £169 

AiKJdand £520* Wntongw. £169 

Hang Kong £350 Chicago £177 

Uya £333 Ortondo £137 

Singapore £303 Lai Angela* £333 

Johomdwrg £399 Toronto £162 

Dubai £235 Badojowlro £409 

Deft; £310 Round Tbe Wferid £688* 

12 

* CUftti l-o* aww. nun 10,'W ■ 30/Db'W 
Proto wa Xi&cwyJri^AtJiMr CebmncscM 

7h> lloiws Cx* Gn»p Ui 4BWF1J0* AP3 024S 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NSW ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
WHOLE EAST AFRICA 

THJUFTWAT 
TRAVEL If 

^0171 490 1490^ 


NEXUS TRAVEL 



rg01273 626242 

^ — *o r oero 72943T 


as many tanes 

tan - as you like 

jww 

Wfflh our annual travel ifBaeance. 

non can takr multiple trips -~5H? ?iS=S Insurance 

throughout tt* vest g 

To enrol call quoting c "‘ 

0800700737 

£«!;£»!» -z sc::.£KK&Kas&Gn 

vmwi!iiBannpBR««/d 


No need to co mprom ise 

As 



SarEasl 


gqjrthea^ 
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1 * 8 


SBgg 


student & 
youth travel 

wwv/.usitcatnpus.co.uk 

49 Branches Nationwide 


Australia 

•PACK IT ALL IN ’ 
k WITH 


usit 

EKV^bi 


Combine 
countries.. 

Thailand. Singapore. Indonesia. 
Malaysia. Hong Kong. China. 
Paradise islands, exciting 
culture, trekking, ear hire, 


£ 01420-88380 / 0171-287 5559 


01420-88724 / 0171-49 7 051 5 . 

4h Malaysia 

HOT OFFERS Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia or Singapore. f=e & ~r r^r f=c /v 


^252 

001420-80828 / 0171-287 5558 




Tfeste 
the wild... 

Kruger 
National Park. 

Okavango Delta - Botswana. 
Safaris - Namibia. 

Victoria Falk -Zimbabwe. 
Wine - Cape Town. 


5^01420-88140 / 0171-287 5535 


Depart from London or Manchester, trove! t Mar - 3G Nov 1999 a 

Includes Thailand, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 


£399 


HURRY - MOST BOOK BY 10 FEB *1999 


AUSTRALIA Business Class £1959 

Depart from London or Manchester, travel 01 Feb-iO Nov 1999 Rf r u r n 

Special Business d ass fares to New Zealand 
are also available, ask for details. 

HURRY - MUST BOOK BY 31 MAR 1099 
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— aau |8l • Unbeatable direct sell fare value on the world's top scheduled airlines 
.^nTTUjf with many regional UK departures. 

■ * yJ ■ — u 8 Our Specialist Travel Consultants tailor itineraries to your exact wishes 

CCPMlQw * We arrange everything: car-fare, rail, coach tours, hotels, adventures 
^ Jfc"" 9AII the accommodation options: from budget stays to luxury hotels 

AU faro are hOT and imtodteprepaM taro wi4WP»n«n9wS«*»ku Quay where app&abte. Wiares jmloHmaresukarOtoj*>iabiry, imnAore condrtcroarKJIorrfiy widsw^nv-.-iiw*:-. 



-12*3? OPEN 7 DAYS 

-zZl Mon-Fri Sam to 7pm 
r 2922 (Strand to 6ptnj 

[ Sat 9am to 5pm 

Whr» Sun 9am to 5pm 

2S59 (London 10am to 4pm) 




PLATINUM 



X TRAVEL 


Dosthwtimw 

Amsterdam 

Budapest 

Delhi 

Los Angelas 

New York 

Paris (Eurostar) 

Prague 

San Francisco 

Singapore 


Worldwide Europe N. America 

0171 730 8111 0171 730 3402 0171 730 2101 

52 Gtosvenor Gardens, London SW1 jopp Victoria e} 

Marchcilcr Bri*tol Scollund 

0161 273 1721 0117 929 2494 0131 553 3303 

Birminqham Brighton Cambridge 

0127 414 1343 01273 570 225 01223 324 283 

(JirrC41n»UUrDATci. JR.'V ^_4^. 


pruiT MO Cn»* 


V Adventure travel and flights at Affordable prices I 



— CURRENT BEST BUYS — SPECIAL OFFEB 

a» bin on* bin cvw RTN AUSTRALIA 

WTWEY £!U.f«5 HO.NCtrCrsa.fJ6i lORRO. .flf0_/lf9 NIPPON 

cai»s.._ fm. njo bau.< rm .n n capsto*% — 

PERIH £I1»._(420 SAJ00N fJB» -070 MIMCO cm __fl7a.UriO 

Al)CJa.A , ®.-..fHJ..fJ50 CAIRO flS2_fl?9 RJ0D€Ia.%EH 0(2}J- DM fa.£0 Y # are I 

INDIA BEDINC Klb. .nU HAVANA f254_jf179 on 

MADRAS fJM. ./415 DUBAI [3M..J7IA OWIO £257_.«H oudrty »^«dakd 

XAlKMANDl’.. Ol! .JIM I0W0 „n»...nj6 UMA. f )VS_i J70 

CCHOMBO. . , £77D_f 181 SFYCHEilfS.. fJ7»...£«J NEWYDBL. flJJ_fl77 1 I W 

BAHGKW- fML..f*te NAIR06L £»» .fli? VOS \NCHiS-.J2I5_fZ1S lALrol roa 

SCSCAP0RL. J2ff . n4S HARAK £277. ..£!I0 MARRAKECH £220 

- AROUND THE WORLD - ||R!iiM|RM 

LONDON . BALI - CAIRNS airerliarf to SYDNEY - Blilitf ITIlalfltili'M i iYI 
AUCKLAND - Yl|l - LOS ANGELES - LONDON £499 
Whahci mi aw hafidi>ing or vn'imf home, would like » go direct or wnh j nnpover. at 
Plarinum Trawri m oiler mou? rindn vu mere desunaum. a all the rtht ones to jut mw mnnmtienb. 


NIPPON 
DOWN UNDER 
THIS DECEMBER 

i. f 8 9 9 ... 

Ttuvillinq o* 
ou*Irry tdndgbd 
CMUitM 

JWA \M 




Platinum Tiawri vw otter more 


via more doanaiKn. at all the 


io\gh-\U: 0 I 71 , 9 ? 7?122 iransmumic^ lirope 0171 9 ? 7 26? 4 


Early 


to 'Sa^h^rica from just 



1< 


From London -Luton - 
FrlinhrurjK - 

from . 

C99 

Geneva 

£29" 

Amsterdam 

C99 

Aberdeen 

£99 

ReJimt COO 

Glasgow 

£99 

Inverness 

_ £99 

Mice 

£29 

Barcelona . 

£49 

Madrid _ 

£49 

Palma de AAallorm , 

£W 

Athens 

£69 


From Liverpool 

, hom 


Fare* are singla, indude 
on flighte. 


tax, and taro crroSoiila for (rowel before 27 March 1999 
la owdaMily. for Hovel Tuesday Thursday wily. 


* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


AUSTRALIA 

£499 



£149 : las Angeles £219 


amOPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6261 0161 8=4 <V*S (Manchester) 

ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 
t9ub*wtoT:»l.«Benwl5iKI ICEwUml ilimfr-SiWI Mt»>UB>m^iaiLl-l|-l J w*w. Vlatrtf 

X *** * ■ l« hwi li • V • T fm B*kLfratwp 


STA Traul dots nut charga lor cndil card bHkings. wwe.ilatratel.co uk STA TRAVEL 


Now", South Africa is closer than ever. 
But hurry. This special fare is only 
available for a limited period. So book 
Vearfyt Call South African Airways on 

■ f « <1* ; • • ... ; 

v . « J . C . t ' s . « 

(Reft QOS?) ' • 

Or call your travel agent 


S 01 ™ African 

AINtVAVS 


r r: i r: a ■ s w 


’• V V K ^ S .‘" -V b L r o.m H 


From all over the UK, 
to all over the world. 


Rigtite are from London Slansted; Mancriwtw is from London Oty; 
Edinburgh and Glasgow available from both. Saw fc*ra apply 
to selected dates and nights only - subject to ftnttod avatfahuny 
and restrictions - and must include a two night mini mum 

atay or Saturday roght 

£39 fare not available (or travel on Fridays and Sundays. 


For low cost 
travel insurance call 
0800 389 3939. 

THAT TAKES CARE OF IT 
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UK Travel 


UK Travel 


THE WIDEST 
CHOICE OF 
HOLIDAY 

cottages 


I|i Ih^ool). brochun you rw«J 

08700 725 725 

Quo -in; Co8» 0,213 


Lodges 
Holiday 
Parks 


* JTO lfcxniBi HoUlnv 
nrr*HMft.L5- T ,.rffc 
>. Mb* r.*j; iLV 



U K. & EMEIULD 
COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 


BEW199 9 BROCHURE • OUT M» 
Scotland, nomuiioertand. i-aifc* 
Dates, Beata. wales. East Angfta 

iCflrtt. Sussex. cotswoBs. Oanet 

Somerset Devon. Cornwall * 
traana prices less man uk 
even tnduoing ferry 'll 

01756 
702225 



\%tf Cottages, 
Lodges & 
Holiday Parks^i 


,, SLAKES 

Hbfefa*jSiii0rftatii 

Can now Tor ynnr FREE brediuir 


08700 70 80 99 



EXCELLENT cottages throughout 
the Was! Country. Helpful Holi- 
days. 0f647 433535 
ALL INSPECTED Recommended 
Dream Cottages Throughout (ho 
UK! Ifcfc 08700 718 710 
DALES HOLIDAY COTTAGES. Sett 
catering holiday properties In 
rural ft coastal locations tteough- 
out Yorkshire. The Lake District ft 
Cumbria. Northumhria and Scot- 
land. Call lor (Mailed coloured 
brochure on D1756 780919/ 
799621. 


Self Catering UK 



HOSEASONS 

Countr v 


WI 1 li 

thatch 

BY A 

meadow 

NEAR AN 

INN 

... with halted munii« 

pooh.. g3HH“, rooms. ..ind 

much more. Ccvisji and 
countrywide. Britain i bDf*. 
Free colour brochure. 


Phone 01 502 502 603 

Quote C--ao 


Bullies and Blockers: 

Back Off! 

The Ramblers’ Association is preparing to take legal action 
against Mr Van Hoogstraten, a Sussex landowner 
who is illegally blocking a public footpath. 

Air Van Hoogstraten is not above the law. Public paths 
mean just that - open to the public. The Ramblers defend 
public paths and if all else fails will take legal action to 

open them up. 


The Ramblers 



Join our 
campaign to 
open up paths 
right across the 
country. 


{ Mf/Mra/Mto/Ms 


Working for walkers 


1-5 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 2XX. 
Tell 0171 339 8500 Registered Charity No.306089 


ftgteode Dote of birth 

Fids box for membarehip type required 

CD Ordinary £18 □ Reduced* £9 

CH Family/ joint £ 22.50 Q Join! reduced* £ 1 1 .50 

(Join! is far hw» adults cri seme address) ‘Under TS/texfcnts/rNired/digabkd/ unwaged 


I enclose £. 


■*~3 


toEH0Ln£r • 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 
TAGES 1999 ft* colour brochure. 
Phone nowl! 01 7Sfl 702212 

COTSWOLDS SpectaSBCS. Choose 

from ow 150 cottages OUTDO 725 
72S CHC238 






Ol Pretty s»oe cot- 

hil conservation vu- 
ieei, Dumfrloahlre- 

StHt 01 848 500228 


COTTAGE UP LI DAY? 


Banrslvc sdrenen of quotiiy 
pn/petiia in Urautlful 
rural codsirf! and “ 
anurv ivuiians . 

ETB tUpstend. 


s t 


01326 564992 

. - 01326 573308 


EARN ITALIAN at La ScuoMjJtal- 
ian family run school in medjura 
hffl top vtflage. Expert toWon. 
wonderful food, friendly people. 
0181 B7BD465 

’AH ENTS trust Camp Bert™; 
KW9 love HI The origin al Brtttaft 

Summer Cemp. Superb loeadom 

to UK ft France ft* 6-16 year olds. 
0171922 1234 (W W5) 


Holidays Afloat UK 


mtains best seif w»n»™^ 

boat hoftfaye. Wdast chotc e- 9 

tesee. Begtewm very weJcome. 

01305610097 a , Iltiuf 

«rerd winning TbuiWBAw^eM* 

r uiu wfaoata 0121 445 2909 
Harts. in* b « ns - < D1Z5fl) 


Devon & Cornwall 


Over 2,000 holiday cottages with 
superb facilities situated 
in storybook settings. 
Free colour brochure. 
Please Ring 
^ 0870 585 1111 
Quote. E4122 
(24 hrs) 



Cornish 
Traditional 
Cottages 

SeSf-cawisg cottages « btrt 
cosa ofCorwafl tad oo SoOy 

For your PREE brochure 
PHONE 

01208 821666 


Ireland 



Isle of Wight 


ISLEo/WIGHT 
SUPER BREAK 

3 DAYS £79 

inr/ucV.ij CAR FERRY AND 
TOP SEAFRONT HOTEL 

Cal! COiCL-A f • riOnJUc 

0181 * 980*7244 


Guernsey 


HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 

for West Country self - catering 
Huge variety of over 450 cottages. 

houses, even a fort. 

AH vividly described & star rated. 
Colour Brochure 

01647 433535 

www.webscape.co.uk/helpful_hofidays 


GUERNSEY 

SUPER BREAK 

3 DAYS £79 

RETURN TRAVEL 
AND EXCELLENT HOTEL 

Cal! trt COLOUR SSGCHUSi fO.K-Vi 

0181 * 980*7244 


Dorset 


ISC CONVERTED FARM COBS. 
Sips 2-7. art areimd daUghttui 
cowrtyaid, superb Indoor pool 
complex short breaks available 
01297489093 

BARN CONVERSION to superb 
rairt setting. Oufrtanrfng natural 
beauty. ETB 4 keys comm. Sp « 
ft 6. A1 bods on-GuSs- ‘ Accessi- 
ble award- Non smokere pteesa. 


SCOTLAND 4 00 codagos to greet 
locations. Phone STILLWELL'S 
lor colour brochure: 01271 
rwwiga 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1999 
brochure out now. Choose from 
over 200 d c M tfWul congas. Also 
touring, boartog aid hors* tfrann 
caravans. For your free brochure 
0*01 502 560688 t24hrsj 

IRELAND- 300 cottages In great 
locations. Phono STILLWELLS 
lor colour brochure: 01271 

WOTM 

HILL WALK All day. Return 10 lux- 
ury to Cashel House Hotel, and 
gardens. Connemara. Co. Gal- 
way. Teh (0035395) 31001. Fn 
31007. 

SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 206 
sal set todMduo] c o tt a ge s In 
superb locattona. Diac leras. 
Al TO. Cokw Brochure. 01823 
661060 . wwwjhamrocfceoi- 
tag iit oo u lt 

RENT AN IRISH COTTAGE and 
explore the magical Barren TW: 
003536141 1 109 tor broctvra. 


•FREE CAR FERRY • 
Sandringham Hotel 
Seufraet, Sandtm. lMteoTWtgkt 

Teh 01983 4 06655 

4 nlghnj n nn ii / from £79 
Enter Spccbri £159 


Norfolk 


RAC **• TilP ** *** 

BLAKEXEY HOTEL 
~ llAKEVtr. S 0 HF 0 LK 

Ihetolaiii NaSi«ul 1 nni 
Hutmn. tnde»«jl pnrecl* 
oimrd bjrtxlh Head Ul 
Mr vrn tail nnk»i p«i. ipj 
hub. Btuin. nan cm i 
IdliNniiiSHoaalrhi. J. 
-A bnlKarh. ptr* 
■hrNoiMLBmxK 

uiaiCTTsdr&.'nM 

-JfktatrlVarcfaHffimfa 

• ShKiAl Mlih m, irmui 
JtrllWVtiAini 

• r,SVJISi»«Uni 
For » brachwx r rlrpl—r 

0)263 740797 


The Lake District 


BOOT. ESKDALE. Award winning 
character cottages In Lakelands 
llnaet vaBey. 01242 679900 


Northumbria 


BAUUDOH Holday muse. Sips 12. 
Overlooking caste. 0191 232 
8056, daytime. 



/-J- , , S 1 

wr 


East Anglia 


Dorset 


The travc-:' section cf The independent 
has the most discriminating, 
scohisticated and kr.cwiedgeabie 
readers of any newspaper. 

We aim to provide them with the C’Ct: 
irovsl pages cf any newspaper. 


i Country f§ottages 
in y jcotland 

ha toumSag ceOccuon 
of Scndaul's (men 
ibl— totatay ceoaccx 
Free colour 
hrechurc. 






PEMBROKESHIRE 


A superb selection of quality 
character cottage* in tno 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Path. AD proptroes furnished 
to the tag}»t standards. 

Phone now Inr tree cnkiurbrudaiir 

01239 - 881397 fiT. 


WALES 

QcZt-^Cc- 

HOLIDAYS 



01686 625267 


^j/elsh fpountry 
fpottages 

Uaodpldicd baUdar rauaftm b 
- the kncbca pwts .rftedn 
Free caioar hmchuic. 

2 PuaxxBzmc 
f/W70S8SlU2 
r Dran-Oluft 
(Mhr*» 


COASTAL b COUNTRY COT- 
TAGES. on Snowdonia's unopolt 
coa3l • the Uoyn Peninsula. Natyn 
HoWays. 01736 720674 
NORTH WALES. 1.000 cottagos. 
Mann's. Sha<Ys. Snowdonia 
Tourist Sernas. 01758 701 702. 
BRECON BEACONS. Lwely setae- 
lion ol over 200 wB catering col- 
lages In i his unspoilt National 
Park. 01874 676446. 

IDYLLIC N. WALES Collages 1999 
colour biochurr Phono nowi! 
017S6 702206 

ANGLESEY. Srxnt-doma. Uoyn. 
Mono! Holiday Collages lor 2-20. 
Brochure 01246 717135 


The Peak District 


GREAT VALUE quality cottages. 
Over 210 in The Peak District 
06700 725 725 CHP23A 


WestCountry 


CLASSJC COTTAGES. 400 select 
coastal and country cottages In 
tha We« Country tor the ddeem- 
tog. wow cta 591 c.co.uk Biochiae 
lei 01326 S6S55S 

PREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
best value cottagos In Devon 
(01271) 376322 

EXCELLENT cottages thiougtout 
the Was! Country. Heiplul Hofi- 
days. Q1647 433535 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


Holiday "N 
Cottages 1 

tafte I 

Twklhira Dates, Tort, Coart, I 
ttwrs, Pnk S Lake Oidrid | 

wicl 


0 IU175B) 7DQ872 
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Fresh but definitely not flirty 


A brief visit to 
Christchurch will 
uncover this 


Dorset town’s 


quiet char m. By 
Donald Hiscock 


F resh air - that’s 
what Dorset is best 
foe especially near 
the coastal town of 
Christchurch. The idly 
curious can browse the 
shops, visit flie Red House Museum, 
take afternoon tea, and have their 
photographs taken beside the town 
ducking stool, or in the stocks be- 
neath the castle mound. But for 
those of us with the legs and lungs 
for a hearty stroll, it is best to get out 
of Christchurch itself and on to its 
watery margins. 

The Dorset town that used to be 
in Hampshire and used to be called 
Twynham is now a quiet neighbour 
of bustling Bournemouth. It sits at 
the confluence of the Avon and 
Stour rivers, which flow into a har- 
bour that in turn flows with a fierce 
current into Christchurch Bay slap 
bang opposite The Needles at the 
westernmost tip of the Isle of Wight, 
on the other side of the Solent. 

Christchurch's beautiful situa- 
tion is perfect for improving your 
health. Stand at the quay fend off the 
over-familiar swans and decide 
which way to go around a circuit of 
the harbour. I favour the anti- 
clockwise route. Cross over by ferry 
to the village of Wick on the 
Bournemouth side of the Stour. 
From here you can pick up the well 
- signposted StourVkfleyWqy out to- 
wards Hengistbuiy Head. 

Hengistbury, excavated by arch- 
aeologists as a settlement in the Iron 
and Bronze Ages, is now a nature re- 
serve. The view at the top of this 
sandy hill is spectacular. Look back 
along the Dorset coast to the apart- 
ment blocks of Bournemouth and be- 
yond to the Isle of Purbeck. Turn 
right to look down on Christchurch 
harbour and how it is almost dosed 
up, pincer-like, by the spit of land that 
pushes out of the end of the Head. 

The shallow harbour is ideal for 
novice sailors, sailboarders and pot- 
terers in small craft The view of the 
900-year-old Priory Church which 
gives the town its name is only 
spoilt by a development of marine 
houses, ail white wood and showy 
atriums, at the feet of the handsome 
Norman and Perpendicular grey 
mass of the priory. 

The church is worth a visit when 
you get back to the town. It has the 
feel of a small cathedral inside and 
houses some curious attractions, 
such as the Miraculous Beam and 
the Loft Museum. This is not, as my 
son was disappointed to learn, a 
museum about lofts, but a room over 
the lady chapel that used to be a 
school for novice monks; it now 
holds information about the Priory. 
The same son was also disap- 



Christch arch’s shallow harbour - ideal for novice sailors, sailboarders and potterers in small craft, as long as they steer dear of the over -familiar swans 


pointed to learn that he wasn’t al- 
lowed to climb the 176 steps to the 
top of the tower “You have to be over 
10, n I told him. He went off instead 
and performed aerial tricks with his 
Yj-Yo frighteningly dose to some del- 
icate medieval carvings. 

When you come down the path off 


Hengistbuiy Head, approaching the 
entrance to the harbour and roughly 
at the halfway point in the walk, you 
set foot on a narrow spit of beach. 
A huddle of huts occupies the sand, 
some facing in towards Christ- 
church and others looking out at The 
Needles. Afidonados of bead) huts 


may like to know that these are in 
the de luxe category: they sleep 
families and have kitchens. With 
some pretension you could refer to 
them as “chalets". I am told by one 
of their owners that they change 
hands for more than £25.000 each. 

There's a little community out 


here on this narro w ' s t rip of sand. A 
land train, the Noddy train, not 
only provides pleasure rides for 
summer visitors, but operates all 
year to transport hut dwellers back 
to the car pari: on the Bournemouth 
side of the harbour Given the right 
weather, after a day on the sand I 


would rate tins as one of my great 
train journeys of the world. 

To get across the harbour en- 
trance you have to take a ferry 
from opposite the beach cafe. To 
complete the anti-clockwise circuit 
go over the short distance to Haven 
Quay at Mudefbrd. where you can 


MORE ESCAPES: NATURE RESERVES IN THE SOUTH-WEST 


1. Sc Catherine's Hill 

North Christchurch. Dorset. 
01202 495043 

Dorset heathland and pine 
forestry; rare habitat for sand 
lizards, smooth snakes, Dartford 
warblers and nightjars. 
Magnificent views over the Avon 
valley (a Site of Spedal Scientific 
Interest), the Isle of Wight. 
Bournemouth and - on a clear 
day - right up to the Purbeck 
hills. Daily public access at any 
time. Entrance free. 

2. Dawlish Warren Nature 
Reserve 

Devon. 01626863980 


Sand spit with beach at mouth of 
river Exe. Large flocks of wading 
birds best spotted from hides at 
high tide in winter. Also the only 
site in Britain sporting the 
Warren crocus. Reserve open all 
year daily. Entrance free. Visitor 
centre open; 28 March-30 
September daily, l0-30am-lpm 
and 2pm-5pm. And from 1 
October to 27 March on 
Saturdays and Sundays 10.30am- 
lpm and 2pm-5pm. 

3. Abbotsbury Swannery 

New Bam Road, Abbotsbury, 
Dorset 01305 871858 
Six-hundred -year-old swannery 




^DORSET, 





Plymouth -TD*wU9»i 


Island 



billed as a paradise for nature 
enthusiasts. Visitors can walk 
among free-flying mute swans or 


watch as they hatch, between the 
end of May until the end of June. 

Restaurant, gift shop, audio- 
visual show, shire horse and cart 
rides. Open 14 March-29 October 
daily, 1 0am -6pm. 

k. Alstone Wildlife Park 

Alstone Had Highbridge. 
Somerset. 01278 7S24Q5 
Hands-on experience of a herd of 
20 red deer, a hand-reared 
Mongolian camel, llamas, emus, 
kune-kune pigs, rheas and 
unusual goats. Entrance: £2.75 
for adults. £1.75 for children and 
£2.50 for senior citizens. Open 2 
April-31 October daily. 10ara-6pm. 


5. Brownsea Island 

01202 707744 

Known as the “getaway place" by 
locals, this picturesque island is 
one of the last homes of the rare 
red squirrel. Wading birds flock 
to the lagoon and there are 500 
acres of woodland walks.' forries 
leave every half hour from Poole 
and Sandbanks and take 20 mins 
and 10 mins respectively. There 
is a National TFust entrance fee 
of £2.50 for adults. £1-30 for 
children and £6.30 for families. 
Island open from 27 March-3 
October daily, l0am-5pm and in 
July and August until 6pm. 

Hugh Riddell 


TomPHston 


buy fresh seafood and have a drink 
a± the pub. Howeveq a direct return 
to Christchurch by ferry can be 
made from the same jetty. Take a 
leisimely putter bad: in a wooden 
motor launch to the priory, looking 
out for heron and other birds lurk- 
ing in the reeds of the river Stour 

Crossing to Haven Quay means 
that you get to walk more through 
residential streets in Mudefordthan 
through marshland. But it is worth 
going out on to Stanpit Marsh, 
another nature reseive. From here 
you have a fair trudge back into 
Christchurch, but there kre several 
good pubs for food along the way. 

With small children, the boat 
journey back up the river is a treat 
On a warm weekend the ferry a me- 
anders past waving sailors in all 
sizes of craft Drift on past the pri- 
ory stop and alight at the end of the 
route at ’Rukton Tea Gardens. Dur- 
ing the summer (which officially be- 
gins hereabouts at Easter) you can 
sit back next to a putting green in a 
restful, old-fashioned, typically 
English kind of riverside setting. 

Christchurch tourist information: 
01202 471780 
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Take a walk on the quintessential^ English side 

Undulating countryside, Norman churches and views to ancient chalk horses are among the highlights of a Cotswolds winter walk. By David Viner 


THE COTSWOLDS are full of cliches: 
stone is honey-coloured, villages 
nestle, everything is quintessential 
But winter adds a twist to this idyll. 
And the best way to appreciate this 
is by walking through the almost im- 
possibly lovely landscape. 

This bridleway walk in a circuit 
of four villages (and a fifth if you 
fancy) takes you right into the heart 
of the Cotswolds. The landscape 
gently undulates, the views are 
extensive, and the villages are some 
of the most attractive in England. 

The churches are built almost 
entirely of local stone, originally 
Norman but with lots of Perpendic- 
ular rebuilding, and another (often 
less popular) refurbishment in 
Victorian times. A strong west tower, 
quiet, villagey interiors and tidy 
graveyards complete the picture. 
And thankfully they are mostly open 
during the day. 

Start in Cold Aston, or Aston 
Blank if you prefer the road signs 
can’t mate up their minds and give 
you both. Why Cold? No doubt a ref- 
erence to Cotswold winters up here 
at 700ft above sea level. 

The church at Cold Aston, like 
the one in neighbouring Notgrove, 
has no east window, which makes 
one wonder why. Before you leave 
St Andrew's, take the time to find 
the grave of the Rev James 
Hughes, wear of three churches for 
27 years, and proud owner of no 
fewer than 27 cats. Two stand 
watch over his tombstone. 

Do west from the village for a 
mile. Beyond the last house, divert 
left into Long Ash Piece, a splendid 
brake of trees in a double avenue, 
forming a half-mile-long wind 


barrier on the skyline from north and 
south. And they are mostly beech, 
another typical Cotswold feature. 

Turn right and left at the end and 
cross the Geld obliquely (follow 
bridleway signs, not footpath signs, 
throughout this walk) with a lovely 
view of Notgrove village across the 
small valley. 

At the lane, turn left and follow 
round to the church of St 
Bartholomew. VisitingNotgrove, an 
estate village, gives the feeling of 
trespassing in somebody's front 
garden. The chur ch , standing next 
to the manor-house, is a small gem. 
Its guide notes call it a “church of 
precious things" to which the 20th 
century has contributed. In place of 
the missing east window is a large 
tapestry of the village, created over 
a period of 11 years by the lord of the 
manor and villagers together. 

Walk up the lane, past the drive 
to the manor and beyond the cricket 
pitch. At the junction, turn left and 
almost immediately right into a lane 
heading westwards. 

The view across the dry valley is 
one of large open fields, scattered 
bams, clumps of woodland (coverts 
and brakes) and distant views to the 
next village on the skyline, an ex- 
perience that is repeated through- 
out the walk. 

History is often perpetuated in 
these field and covert names, form- 
ers and landowners now dead and 
gone have their names recorded 
(Bison's Covert) or their family re- 
membered (Judith Grove). 

Past KitehiH Bam, follow the 
path down into the valley bottom. 
Here there is the option of an addi- 
tional route to take in Salperton - in 



Attractive stone churches dot the Cotswolds landscape 


which case turn right through the 
gate beside the ash tree and then left 
to walk up the middle of the large 
field to forizill form, follow the lane 
past Poison Meadow, and continue 
round to join the drive sweeping up 
to Salperton Park (private, no ac- 
cess). The tiny church of All Saints 
stands almost in the garden; follow 
the signs up to it 


Th^^aftec retrace your steps into 

Church Cover and turn right to fol- 
low the bridleway southwards along- 
side Hazleton Grove into Hazleton 
village, to rejoin the main walk. . 

Otherwise, go straight over at the 
bottom and dimb the bank along the 
field boundary past Raspberry 
Brake. At the bridleway sigh, divert 
obliquely left across the field to 


BTAJETB 


cross another path at the junction 
of three large fields on the crest of 
the hiH The views from here are the 
best on the walk- on a dear day you 
can see easily across to the Uffing- 
ton White Horse on the Ridgeway to 
the south. 

Drop down to the field edge and 
then down the bank into another dry 
valley. Turn right here, enjoy ing 


Salperton 

ir 

S atpertc# Pork 
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^St. Andrews church 1 

and The Plough 
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1 mile 


some rare unimproved grassland on 
the steep field banks opposite 
Lumley Covert At the road to the 
new farmhouse built up the bank, fol- 
low round to the left and iq> the track 
to enter Hazleton village, and visit 
St Andrew's church. 

The route continues down the 
lane into the dip. Ignore two turns 
right and take toe left turn, keeping 
straight on beyond the “unsuitable 
for motors" sign. Here begins 

another gentle drop into another val- 
ley, the road down to the form build- 
ings at Lower Barn becoming a 
stony track into the bottom. 

Through the gate, turn right and 
enjoy for perhaps half a mile the best 
Cotswold valley of the walk- known 
locafty as toe Tudden valley". Up the 
bank to the gate and thence up to join 
the road at Manor form buildings 
at Turkdean. 

T\ira right here and along the vil- 
lage street to the church (another AD 
Saints), set in a large churchyard. 


^er vicar on the obKfe 
of some of the church’s wall 
“gs in a previous regime. 

Retrace your steps backi 
vfllage, atthe manor on tfc 
ner of the small cnrvwan k, _■ , 


hTo rf e ' ™ bam has s 
the rebuilt cottage is nn! 

into the village.** 3 ® ail1, ^ 
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Islanders 

who sing 
with one 
voice 

Maybe it’s because they have 
nothing else to do, but the Faroese 


are the world’s greatest musical 
magpies. By Cleo Paskal 

S i grid bounds on-stage the endlessly schisming f unda - 
with messianic glee, mentatist Christian sects. And this 
She has that sleek-to- year, some of the youth represent- 
th e-point- of- underfed, ing choirs from differing sects put 
gazelle look common to their religious differences aside to 
a generation of post- form United Voices. This union oms 


ide 

David 


S igrid bounds on-stage 
with messianic glee. 
She has that sleek-to- 
the-point-of-underfed. 
gazelle look common to 
a generation of post- 
Celine chanteuses. She briefly basks 
in the adulation wafting up from the 
crowd. Then, gesturing towards the 
choir of 30 or so singers already 
tiered at the back of the stage, she 
proudly proclaims: “United Voices is 
in the Houser 
And the crowd goes wild. 
Woodstock revisited? Well, ec no. 
A Faroese church choir 

If there’s one thing the Faroese 
take more seriously than football, it’s 
music. Give 'em half a chance and 
they’ll start to croon. Give ’em a 
whole chance and a guitar will 
appear out of nowhere. There are 
church choirs, school choirs, men's 
choirs, town choirs, countless bands 
and even a full orchestra. All in a 
country of fewer than 44,000 people. 
^ Some say it is because the main 
cultural anchor of the Faroese is the 
Ring Dance, a mesmerising circle 
dance that dates from the Middle 
Ages. The dance can last for days 
and is accompanied by a cappeUa 
ballads that spin tales of ancient 
battles and love. 

Once upon a time, much of west- 
ern Europe danced the Ring Dance, 
but now the onfy place where the 
ghosts of the ballads come back to 
life is this tiny, windswept outpost in 
the North Atlantic. 

Or maybe they sing so much 
because there's really not much 
else to do out here. 

Whatever the reason, the Faroese 
sing their hearts out - in any style 
imaginable, and in every nook and 
cranny of their absurdly remote 
islands. They'll sing rock in beer 
clubs, blues in church, heavy metal 
in sports halls and just about any- 
thing at private parties. 

The big annual showcase of 
home-spawned talent is the Faroe 
Islands’ Jazz. Folk and Blues Festi- 
val AH the main currents of Fhroese 
youth culture are represented. 

The big excitement this year re- 
volved around United Voices. Ybu 
see, the Faroese also take their re- 
ligion very seriously (they have a lot 
of spare time). Around 25 per cent 
of the population belongs to one of 


the endlessly schisming funda- 
mentalist Christian sects. And this 
year, some of the youth represent- 
ing choirs from differing sects put 
their religious differences aside to 
form United Voices. This union was 
additionally blessed by getting 
Sigrid, a veritable Faroese mega-star 
- by virtue of being in a Norwegian 
girl band - to front it 

A capacity crowd turned out to 
see the group’s inaugural show, an 
upbeat “What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus" spectacular. Sigrid's slinky 
dress alone put the put the “Ya!" 
back in “HaHeluya!” and played its 
part in converting at least half of the 
audience. Think of the blonde girl 
from Abba doing gospel. 

United Voice’s last “Let Us Mag- 
nify Him, For He’s Holy Hofy" bad 
barely faded away when they were 
replaced on stage by what is un- 
questionably the best goth-rap- 
metal-funk band the Faroes ever 
produced (if only by lack of compet- 
ition). MC Har is made up of the Bad 
Boys of Fbroese popular music. 
Both of them. They are surrounded 
by an anardto-collective of surpris- 
ing^ talented musksans and singers 
that will do things such as play a 
beautiful trumpet solo in the midst 
of a thumping ode to sperm. 

Ah, youth today. 

That Faroese knack of taking a 
standard form of music, from gospel 
to metal and tweaking it just so to 
give it that special North Atlantic feel 
was superbly demonstrated on the 
last day of the festival by a local boy 
Iteitur Lassen. 

Teitux; in his early twenties, had 
made a David Cassiify-esque name 
for himself as a Faroese teen heart- 
throb, performing in a rock band 
called Mark No limits. 

Then he went offto Denmark, and 
strange things happen there. He re- 
emerged at foe Festival as a mature, 
smoky-voiced jazz singer conjuring 
up ghosts of Duke Ellington and 
Harlem and Satchmo. But, being 
Faroese. he found that wasn’t 
enough. He had to give it that some- 
thing extra. So he did a show where 
he set foe words of classic Faroese 
poems to New York jazz riffs. And it 
was great 

It may be the Ring Dance, it may 
be the lack of good television, it may 
be the endless rounds of multi- 



Someflung in the air: is it the sheer beauty of the place, or the lack of good television that makes the Fhroese want to sing? 


generational house parties, it may 
even be all the time they spend 
rearing sheep. 

Whatever it is, it has produced a 
small comer of the world where peo- 
ple have the time and the skill to mix 
and meld foe whole gamut of West- 
ern musical tradition, from me- 
dieval chants to Metailica. The 
Faroese can make gospel sexy, 
metal melodic and jazz even more 
poetic. And that's just this year’s 
concoctions. 

Musical innovation is alive and 
well and living in the Faroe Islands. 
Who would have thought it? 

ft is pretty hard to avoid live music 
in the Fhroe Islands. Organised 
events such as the Festival usually 
take place in the summer and 
autumn. This autumn, Frandur, 
one qfthebest-knoum bands in the 
Ftm)es. are to perform (he country’s 
first rock opera with the Fbroese 
Symphony Orchestra. 

If yw cant wait until then, Mark 
No Limits and another popular 
Faroese rock band, KJ0LAR, both 
have CDs auLMC Har not only have 
a CD; they have also set up their 
own xoebsite at toww.qza.dk 


THE FAROES are 30 years too 
late; foe future of music was 
sealed in foe summer of 1969 - 
though not at the celebrated 
Woodstock festival Instead, 
southern England was the venue 
for a noisy revolution. Emily (and 
15,000 others) saw Pink Floyd 
play Phimpton, Dylan took a ferry 
’cross foe Solent to the Isle of 
Wight, and foe Stones spent the 
afternoon together in London’s 
Hyde Park with an audience 
equivalent to three times foe 
population of the Faroes. 

In 1999, foe children of those 
dazed hippies in the audience 
can set the controls for the heart 
of foe Home Counties and 
retrace the trail of joss sticks and 
inadequate latrines of that 
glorious July and August 

Harold Wilson's Labour 
government assiduously courted 
foe newly enfranchised youth 
vote. After showering foe Beatles 
with MBEs and starting up Radio 
I, the government celebrated 


Britpop Mki by giving the run of a 
royal park to foe Rolling Stones. 

The Stones’ Hyde Park gig 
took place on 5 July, the weekend 
after one of the first premature 
deaths of a rock great -their 
former guitarist, Brian Jones. 
Mick J agger quoted Shelley and 
released thousands of white 
butterflies in his memory. Then 
the windows of Apsley House and 
the Hilton rattled to the band’s 
new hit “Honky Took Woman". 

Janes died from foe lethal 
rock combo of drink, drugs and 
diving into a swimming-pool at 
his East Sussex farm. Had he 
lived, he would have needed only 
to stride down the lane to the 
summer’s next big event at 
Plumpton racecourse. 

Despite what promoter Barry 
Moore described as “hassles 
with Tory MPs and High Court 
injunctions", he booked The Who, 
The Nice and Pink Floyd. The 
programme of the Ninth Jazz, 
Pop, Ballads and Blues Festival 


hints that its clientele was not to 
the taste of other Home Counties 
communities: “Previously at 
Windsor and Sunbury", it reads. 

Because trains brought the 
festival-goers straight to foe 
course, few of them ventured a 
mile or two south to the village of 
Plumpton. at foe foot of the 
South Downs. They could have 
visited foe Saxon church, then 
continued to foe beautiful old 
county town of Lewes. 

Most opted instead for the 
daytime vision of Ditchling 
Beacon rising above the haze of 
marijuana smoke (“Rolling 
tobaccos and skins will be 
available in the Village area", 
promised the programme), and 
the night-time spectacle of Keith 
Elmers on destroying his 
Hammond organ during a 
particularly vigorous version of 
“America”. At a time when half a 
million people were making their 
way to Yasgur's Farm in upstate 
New York for Woodstock, 15,000 


Corbts 


festival-goers in Britain were 
being urged that “provision of 
dishwashing tm fl ltiM is diffi cult 
and expensive, so bring your own 
cutlery and get sixpence off foe 
price of your meal". 

The summer was sealed on 
foe last weekend of August 
When the people of Freshwater 
Bay learned of plans for the 
Wight Festival of Music, they 
probabfy envisaged a genteel 
affair like the one that begins 
next Friday, foe Cheltenham Folk 
Festival. After all that nice Bob 
Dylan who wrote “Blowin' in the 
Wind" was booked to be there. 

But the times they were 
a'changin': Bob bobbed up with 
The Band, and blew away much 
of the western half of foe Isle of 
Wight - or Isle of Delight, as 
Warner Bros called it The 
mantle of rock had passed from 
Woodstock to Wight Southern 
England would never be quite 
the same again 

SIMON C ALDER 


The day the music died WSW 


Forty years ago this week Buddy Holly died in a plane crash. Andy Bull 
visits the Texan home town of one of rock’n’roll’s greatest innovators 




FUR MANY years Lubbock was in de- 
nial about Bud(fy Holly, its most fa- 
mous son. Never mind that to the 
rest of foe world he was one of the 
the most innovative and creative of 


O K L AflH O M A 
KxnaOcyj j — 


U N I 


i A T E S. 


ff NEW 
'MEXICO 


and a powerful fonnulative influence 
on everyone from foe Beatles down. 
In Lubbock you didn’t mention his 
nameinpollte company. The reason 
being that this is the Bible belt, and 
in these parts rock’n'roll has always 
been seen as the devil’s music. 

But finally, Lubbock's great and 
good have realised that Holfy is 
about foe only thing they have going 
for them in terms of attracting vis- 
itors to this strange town, isolated 
as it is on foe high windy planes of 

the Texas panhandle, swaddled in a 
sea of cotton. There is now an es- 
tablished Holfy-tour itinerary 

The house where Hoffy hved in 
1957 when “That'll Be the Day" was 
a hit still stands at 1305 37th Street 
His alma matec; JT Hutchinson Ju- 
nior High School (3102 Canton Ave), 
has a display of mementoes of him. 

Tb foe north of town, just off Avenue 

A at 10th Street, and beyond foe cat- 
tle market is the Fhir Plaik Cdiseum. 
where Buddy Holly and the Crickets 
were at the bottom ofbills headed by 
Elvis Presley and Bill Haley and the 
Comets. On the same side of town, 
the Buddy HoHy Recreation Area, a 
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landscaped park, is also popular 
with fans, who pose for photos beside 
the sign (N University Ave). 

The radio station (call sign 
KRLB), an which Buddy got a spot 
of his own on Sunday afternoons, 
is at 6602 Martin Luther King Jr 
Drive, cm foe southern edge of town. 
The most viable tribute to Buddy 
HoSy is outside the (Svic Centre, (8th 
St and Avenue Q), in foe shape of an 
8ft 6in bronze of the anger; holding 
a guitar and standing in the middle 

of a raised circular flower bed. 

“Buddy Holly” the inscription 

reads, “contributed to foe musical 
heritage of not only West Texas, 
but the entire world" Around the 


stone wall enclosing the flower bed 
are plaques dedicated to 14 other 
musicians with local links, innhirirng 
Roy Orbison and Wayion J ennings, 
who narrowly missed being on the 
flight on which Holly and two other 
rock and roll stars, Ritchie Yalens 
and foe Big Boppei; were killed It 
happened on the bitterly cold ni ght 
of3 February 1959, while Buddy was 
an a gruelling tour rtf the mid-west 
That night, he chartered a light 
plane to take him the 400 miles from 
Clear L a k e, Iowa to foe next gig. 

At 150am the plane crashed in 
thick snow killing all an board Mare 
than L500 came to the fimecal at Lob- 
bock’s Tabernacle Baptist Church 


(1911 34th SO. Phil Eveify of theEver- 
fy Brothers was a pallbearer and 
there was a telegram from Elvis. 

The gravestones of Buddy his fa- 
ther Lawrence and mother Ella tie 
flush with the ground at the City of 
Lubbock Cemetery (2011 E 34th St), 
where the grass bakes in foe heat, 
and foe sprinklers hiss continually. 

Buddy’s stone is a rather kitsch 
affair, depicting a Fender guitar 
leaning against a Doric column. 
His surname reverts to foe way the 
family has always spelt it Holley. 
Sometimes there will be a sliver of 
something shiny protruding from foe 
hard red soil. It will be a plectrum, 
placed there in homage by a fan. 

7b reach Lubbock, Flightbookers 
(0171-7573000) quotes £325 onAmer- 

icanAtrimes via DaRcu^jbr travel 
in February In the first week ofSep- 
tember each year ffieBiutfest, a trib- 
ute to Buddy, is organised in foe 
town. Details from Bill Griggs 
(Buddy Holly Memorial Society, 
Box 6123 Lubbock TX 79493). Lub- 
bock Chamber of Commerce (1120 
14th St, 001 806 761 7000 ) publishes 
alecfietwiihdetirilsaifBud&yHdOy 
locations around town. 

Adapted from ‘Coast to Coast A 
Rock Fan’s US tour’, by Andy Bull 
(Black Swan, £5.99) 
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News of the Weird 

COMPILED BY CHRISTOPHER HAWTREE 

STORIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD THAT DIDN'T MAKE THE HEADLINES 


Park And Ride 


A ust ralia! And you’re certain that 
the fridge will work at the end of the 
year? Hie meltdown has begun in 
Melbourne. A two-hour Metcard 
travel ticket can, in feet, last several 
weeks, and somebody bought a $220 
ticket which expires on € Feb 2006. 

OVER-REACTIONS 

Singapore: Tby Seng has been fined 
$1,000 for refusing to let pregnant 
Ting Sim out of his taxi after she 
vomited on the Soon She bad then 
called her husband for help. When 
the couple were reunited on the 
pavement they narrowly escaped 
Seng’s reversing into them at speed, 
for which he was fined a further 
$2,000 and banned from chiving for 
six months. The taxi firm will no 
longer require his services. His de- 
" fence claimed that it was all a mis- 
understanding: he was being gallant 
and had not wanted Ting to walk 
through the vomit 

Egypt: A 24-year-old woman is in 
hospital after swallowing insecticide 
in protest against her mother’s for- 
bidding her to wear jeans. 

Singapore: Although Soon Chew 
Fah was sleeping apart from her 
husband Chua Lian Seng, she was 
still annoyed to wake at one in the 
morning and find him naked behind 
the sitting-room sofa with their 
maid Sura tin, whom she slapped. 
Sura tin ran to her bedroom while 
Soon rang her aster and then her 
husband's grandmother to tell diem 
of this outrage. While doing so, she 
saw Sura tin open the kitchen win- 

- dow, but her shout of not to do any- 
thing silly was too late - the maid 
jumped to her death. It turns out that 

- she and Chua bad not had time to 
get much further than a massage. 

REGiVUM OCCUPARE 

Finland: It is in better taste than 
dead Elvis at Wembley. Jukka Am- 
mondL a professor at the University 
of Jyvaskyia. has already recorded 
two albums of the King's songs in 
Latin, and is now going for the big 
time: a single of “Blue Suede Shoes” 
<“Esir Kus Za-gin") in ancient 
Sumerian, the cuneiform language 
of Babylonia which died out in 2.000 
BC. An album will follow in the 
-autumn. Professor Ammondt is cer- 
tain that Elvis would have relished 



Undie coven Japanese police display £i74,000-worth of women's lingerie, all stolen by one man from boutiques in the city of Nagoya. Police eafted the thief a ‘maniac’ AP 


the idea. ‘The ancient Sumerians 
had big parties and drums and rat- 
tles, and the roots of rock may go 
back to man's earliest efforts to get 
a grip on life." One can only wonder 
haw civilisation would have turned 
out if the Babylonians had been 
exposed to “Wooden Heart". 

Rome: Beat-itude: the Pope is to 
release a CD and video in March to 
meet the Easter jnarket.4bta ftiter 
is not another tribute to the creators 
of-S-O-S.” and “Waterloo” but a col- 
lection of his own compositions, 
prayers and chants in five lan- 
guages, none of them Sumerian. 

Florida: Victor Brancaccio was 16 
when he stamped to death 81-year- 
old Mollie Frazier because she bad 


deplored bis singing of Dr Dre’s vul- 
gar rap song “Stranded on Death 
Row”. He later returned to spray- 
potat her ixxfyand bum it Tbo young 
for Death Row himself; he is now 

flfpaKnga gains t a Hfi va»nfpnft»- the 

anti-depressant Zoloff is held to 
blame, and the case is bang funded 
by his parents, who have won some 
$3rn in the Florida state lottery. 

MORSELS 

Anstralia: In Victoria. Rocky 
Oppedisan, proprietor of Rocky’s 
Bakeries, has been fined $5$W after 
selling a Vienna loaf to Kathleen 
Beecher, who said that the family 
had eaten some of it, been a little 
puzzled by the taste and thought that 
this was because they were not 


used to it Only later did they reach 
the mouse within. “I felt ill and my 
daughter went and threw up. I 
couldn’t go near bread for weeks and 
I wouldn't eat another Vienna loaf if 
you paid me." Other flavours are off 
the menu now: inspectors have told 
Mr Oppedisan to purge his premises 
of ants and cockroaches. 

China: Six miners at Dongliang 
have been saved after 27 days in a 
blocked mine, where they survived 
by eating their leather belts. 

Australia: Somebody at the Cheese- 
cake Shop in Modbury made a 
chocolate cake with marijuana 
among the ingredients and put it in 
the fridge for a colleague - but 
somebody else inadvertently sold it 


to a mother for her son’s 17th birth- 
day party, where his 79-year-old 
grandmother was among the guests. 
She “felt a Httie bit ally The cake was 
nice but whoever it was had spiced 
ft up a bit I went for a trip to the 
moon - 1 was completely out of if.” 
Less stalwart guests required hos- 
pital treatment bat an eight-month- 
old baby did not seem affected. As 
for the shop, its owner said. “The 
Cheesecake Shop prides itself on its 
quality-control system.” 

Hungary: A 71 year-old woman (fid 
not starve when she found herself 
locked in her pantry on 22 Decem- 
ber. She lived for a month on tomato 
juice and canned fruit by which time 
neighbours began to wonder where 
she was. 


hidden within the bo#. 

guilty or otherwise - has plumped 

for the X-r?y- 

North DsdraittAc^ertoaBuiger 
Eng in Fhrgo convinced [the man- 
. i —,0 « nnlipp officer and 


^ a description of a 17-year^ 

lanale worker there. Hhe mapagr 
then obeyed instructions tostnp- 
searcb her far apparent theft She 

was innocent, the cafl was a hoax 

and a real policeman. Lieutenant 
Scott Gilman, advises that “no man- 
ager of any business should decide 

it’s necessary to strip-search any 
employee" . 

r^iNF. TO GLORY 

Michigan: Seven workers at the 

Independence Professional Fire- 
works factory at Osseo cannot be 
identified after an explosion- 

COOPED UP 

Los Angeles: Jai Thomas arrived 
with some friends for a $3,000, three- 
week holiday in America and the 
Caribbean - but reckoned without 
his old religious-education teacher 
backhome in Australia. Exuberant 
after some exams in 1991, Jai had. 
cracked an egg on her head, for 
which ovate blessing he apologised. 
But she pressed charges of unlaw- 

c.t .nr, V.O fnne rvmw^Prl HTm) 


CUDDLY, GSOH 

China: Ninety-nine-year-old Zhang 
Kebiao put an ad in akmefy-hearts 
column - “Any woman win do, but I 
hope that she understands fee old 
saym g, «Half of woman is man’,” - 
and said that he looks cady 80. He has 
had many offers, including several 
women in their twenties, and a 58- 
year-old woman flew to meet him 
forthwith. 

L\ the Buff 

New York: Anybody who arrives at 
JFK and is puBed to one side by Cus- 
toms is now offered a choice, of a 
strip-search oran X-ray which is not 
only thought less degrading for fee 


fined $350. He became a computer- 
product specialist and put the egg 
crime on a US visa application three 
years ago, with no problem. Now, 
however; when visas are not 
required, he was held for 48 hours, 
during which time he was asked if 
he had ever taken drugs, suffered 
fromTB or been in a psychiatric in- 
stitution. “There’s more to this than 
the egg incident,” he was told. 

UPDATE 


Cafifori^Orai^Cc«n^S»^>erior 
Court Judge Tam Schumann has 
issueda temporary injunction which 
requires Truong 'ttan to remove tine 

C ommunist flag and posta: of Ho Chi 

Minh winch adorned his Httekvifep. 
store in fee Uttle Saigon district of 
Westminster. Protesters celebrated 
outside wife a dragon dance, but 
Trim, one of the boat people, is un- 
fazed. He says he is not a Coramu- 
nist bul that Vietnam has ch anged 
and he wants trade with the coun- 
try tobe regular The case ccnthraes. 
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The News Quiz 


backgammon 


CHRIS BRAY 


1 1 “It would have been 
more of a shock if he had 
been sober.” So said a 
member of airport staff 
after a man was arrested at 
Heathrow for being drunk 
and incapable. About whom 
did he say it? 

a) George Best 

b) Liam Gallagher 

c) Oliver Reed 
di Dudley Moore 

2) Two electronics 
manufacturers went to 
the High Court hoping to 
prove that each others’ 
inventions sucked. Who 
were they? 

3) It has been a bad 
week for the following. 
Why? 

a) The Queen Mother 

b) The Ford Escort 

- c) King Hussein of Jordan 
d> David Montgomery 

It has been a good 
week for the following. 
Why? 

a) President Chirac 

b) Boris, fee Siberian 
. eagle owi 




Flying high: Best, Gallagher, Reed or Moore? (See Ql) 





Hard times: Queen Mum, the Escort, King Hussein or Montgomery? (See Q3) 


c) Bracken, the peregrine 
falcon 

d) Ted Hughes 

5) “Lawyers are 
unscrupulous, psychiatrists 
are crazy, cops are 
psychopaths, and actors 
are spoilt brats ” Who said 
it and why? 
a) Michael Winner 


b) Steven Spielberg 

c) Michael Crichton 

d) Michael Grade 

6) At a press conference, 
police unveiled a life-size 
cardboard cutout of a man. 
Who is the man and why 
the cutout? 

7) Advertisements were 


INFORMATION 



placed in a number of 
national newspapers, 
offering fee chance of a 
reward of up to £lm. Who 
placed them? 

a) Mohamed al-Fayed 

b) Jerry Hall 

c) Kenneth Starr 

d) Prince Michael of Kent 

S) Who will benefit from a 


package of “family friendly' 
measures announced on 
Thursday as part of fee 
Fhiraess at Work 
Legislation? 

a) Nurses 

b) Mothers 

c) Single mothers 
dj Dentists 

9) One hundred teenage 
girls at a North London 
convent school are 
being taught about 
unwanted pregnancies 
in a rather unusual way. 
What is it? 

101 A former member of 
fee Cabinet has just put 
their home up for sale. 

Who is it? 
a) Charlie Whelan 
bl Geoffrey Robinson 

c) Peter Mandelson 

d) Margaret Thatcher 

11) Who have become 
prisoners in their 
own homes? 

12) Which hard drug 
could end up being fee 
soft option? 


ANSWERS 


INFORMATION - it’s alt you need to know 
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HERE'S A position spotted by Jake Jacobs and 
first published in Carol Joy Cole's excellent 
Flint Area Backgammon iVeirs - which is by 
far the longest-running backgammon newslet- 
ter. It will celebrate its 2lst birthday in June 
of this year. 

Black is involved in a prime- vers us-prime 
and has a 62 to play. At first sight this is 
obvious: be should escape one of his back 
men by playing 23/15. What is there to think 
about? 

As usual, quite a lot White has fee better 
home board - four points against three - and 
if black runs out with one man then white has 
a ready-made plan. He will attack black's last 
back man in order to give himself time to ex- 
tricate bis own man that is stranded on 
black's one-point This plan could of course go 
horribly wrong if black hits another man - but 
at least it is a plan. 

Now look what happens if black plays 8/2, 
7/5. This seems anti-positional as black vol- 
unteers an apparently unnecessary direct 
shot However, even if white hits the shot 
he is not much better off, as he will still 
not be at the edge of black's prime (unless 
he hits with 11). Meanwhile his own block- 
ade will quickly crumble - and now he doesn’t 
have the option of attacking black in his 
home board. 

In essence black has sufficient timing to al- 
low white to destroy his prime, rather than try- 



ing to win by escaping from behind it Play- 
ing 8/2, 7/5 is therefore a better plan than run- 
ning with 23/15. Johannes Levermann, the 
strong German playen found this move when 
playing against the legendary X-22 in a r ecen t 
big-money jackpot Remember, consider all 
your candidate plays, even if at first they feel 
wrong -you can't play a move you don't see. 

“Flint Area Backgammon New’ can be found ^ 
on the Internet at http:/fhomep<we.interac- (V' 
cess.com/sltafz/jiint7it7nl 

Readers wishing to contact Chris Bray 
should note his change of email address to- 
brayc@globalnetco.uk 



Classic Cartoons 

MARTIN PLIMMER ON TREVOR HOLDER (HOLTE) 
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ONE OF fee five people nominated for the 
1933 Hall of Fame by Vanity Fair was HT 
Webster - a cartoonist This seems odd to 
us now because cartoonists are no longer 
cherished. “The age of the cartoon is past,” 
says Trevor Holden who drew this. “Most 
publications are run by accountants, who 
don't see any point in paying people to do 
little drawings.'' 

Holder was a bored director of a graphics 
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MODERN MANNERS: YOUR C'tjT-OUT-AND-KEEP GUIDE TO SURVIVING THE MINEFIELD 
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Dear Serena. 

A1 a communal meal, should one wait 
until everyone has been served 
before one starts eating? I think yes. 
my nance says no. Who is right? 

Kirs tie. Leeds 

•rand manners are always supposed to 
• Ji elate that the moment a plate lands in 
front of you. you should get your snout 
straight into the trough like a Tory 
minister. If you start chowing while 
your hostess is still slaving over a hot- 
plate. some individuals will think you're 
frightfully frightfully. Others, however, 
will think you're frightfully frightful: you 
wouldn't start eating before the Queen, 
would you? At least wait until your 
hostess has said encouraging words 
before you pick up your eating irons. 

Also, don't be over-enthusiastic about 
shovelling up the pheasant in very 
grand houses. Certain elements among 
the toffs, who always delight in 
epofe-ing the bourgeois, seem lately to 
have taken to saying grace at the 
beginning of meals, sometimes ever. 


going so far as importing a p- ,y t 
clergyman for the purpose. * y >#u1 j look 
mighty fine spluttering a T r . 
round a mouthful of Bru- ^ ls sproutSf 
won't you? 

Dear Serena, 

1 occasionally dro^ in local 

f?. U , Da °o” a ?“ tUr *ay afternoon for a 
little R&R. I ba encountered 
someone sever .-jj times, and we seem 
to get onver-y well - a yo|| ^ 

I mean. The 0 the r day. though, be 
suggested ■ v might go for a drink 
once we g ot our cJoihcg 011i aw j 1 
found m^seif struck by panic. I mean, 
he see’fl-jj. nice enough, but I thought 
* f : went to saunas for anonymity. 

. l( - 'acceptable to make dates in these 
017 r.u instances? Should 1 give it a go? 

Gareth, Manchester 

Why not? It could make an interesting 
story to tell the godchildren. 

Dear Serena, 

I recently found out that 1 had been 


passed over for a job 
when the current 
incumbent started 
doing it. No one 
had bad the 
manners to tell me. 

Is it normal these 
days not to bother to 
inform job candidates 
that they have failed? 

Renee, Battersea 

It's not normal, but it seems, 
sadly, to have become 
common practice these 
days among a certain 
type of employer to 
eschew courtesy to staff 
members. You are 
obviously working for 
one of these. I wouldn’t 
bother saying anything, 
if I were you. Instead, 
start tunnelling your 
way out. When you 
get a new job, hand 
your resignation to 




%2 


personnel rather than your 
colleagues. They will, as is 
the way with personnel 
departments, fail to 
communicate the 
information to the relevant 
people. You can then derive 
considerable personal 
satisfaction from the fact 
that the first time these ill- 
mannered employers find out 
about you leaving is the day you 
don’t turn up for work. 

Dear Serena, 

I don’t seem to have the staying 
power I had when I was a lad, 
and worry that Z cant 
satisfy my partner like 
I used to. I was think- 
ing about trying 
Viagra. Would you 
recommend it? 

Roger, Marlowe 




If you’re not put off by 
»otential heart attacks or 


crashing headaches, there’s no harm in 
giving it a go, 1 suppose, though staying 
power is one of those things whose 
value has been greatly exaggerated by 
the pornography industry. Technique 
has always been more valued by those 
in the know. But for heaven’s sake, 
check that your partner has the time 
and inclination before you go popping 
anything; there are few anaphrodisiacs 
more effective than being expected to 
drop the laundry/ the baby/ one's nether 
garments when confronted without warn- 
ing with a grinning sap proudly toting a 
chemical stiffie that won't go away. 

Dear Serena, 

I am going to a wedding in Scotland 
and was wondering if yon could 
recommend a good outfitters where I 
might buy a kilt? And what should I 
wear underneath? 

Leonard, Lincoln 

Yes. and 1 can also recommend a good 
place to buy a turban in case you get 
invited to a Sikh wedding. As to what to 


wear underneath, you should follow the 
native example and invest in a pair of 
frilly knickers in a contrasting fabric. 
Oh. and make sure, if there’s reeling, 
that you fling your arms over your head 
and shriek "Hoots, Mon” every 10 
seconds. That way you'll be sure to 
make an impression. 

Dear Serena, 

How long should a widower wait to 
appear in public with a new partner? 

C. Gloucestershire 

Probably until the new partner has had 
enough hair-dying, fecial treatments 
and styling advice to compete with the 
previous wife. Then again, there is only 
so much one can do: as my granny used 
to say, you can't make a Dresden 
shepherdess out of an old leather boot 

Knotty problems until the world today? 
Write to Dear Serena, The Indepen- 
dent , 18th Floor, 1 Canada Square, 
London E14 5DL, where they will be 
treated until customary sympathy 


ARIES 

' OU M-V Y confidently expect to be more than 
Popular this week immm, much more), but the 
Actable among you won’t be pleased about 
- r _ Mars is cosying nicely up to Venus but the 
sr Y>iare with Neptune is spinning strange 
desires out of your subconscious. Either 
'repress them and become neurotic, or act 
them out and have your phone number 
chalked up on toilet walls. Some aptitude for 
deceit may just help you through. 

Taurus 

YOU WERE doing so well in love, you thought 
it would last for even It was even getting 
spiritual there among the tumbled sheets. 
Fission isn't finished; it is to go on all week, 
but then you overshoot and collapse. Perhaps 
your lover leaves, exhausted; perhaps you are 
overwhelmed with disgust when someone 
turns the lights on. Maybe you have confused 
sexual passion with your financial ambitions. 
That’s generally fetal. Good ni gh t. 

Gemini 

WHAT A week.- with powerful aspects stirring 
your pot this way and that Pluto reveals to you 
the mysterious depths - now at last you under- 
stand why things are like this. Then an import- 
ant conjunction with Uranus confers genius 
upon you - you are brilliant, you are in touch 
with the universal mind, you are practically 
telepathic. And, finally, you are given the 
creative power and stamina to act it all out So 
now what's your excuse for it all going wrong? = 

Cancer 

YOU SUFFER from a plangent melancholy. 
There is a memory of lost love, and time 
passing. Ybu bear the laughter in the next room, 
and it is unbearable. It is easy to be depressed 
by those confident voices at the next table, 
people who have proper friends, and more 
than they need. You seem to be up to your 
elbows in the sink, with cads taking advantage 
of you from behind. Whit it is attention, after 
all. The answer isn’t to lose weight 



Poppy folly 


YOUR STARS: IT COULD HAPPEN 



I f this is the dawning of the age of Aquarius, it's 
taking an awfully long time - can’t we sit down? 
They're exhausting, Aquarians, especially 
when you many them. They’re always 
searching for the new. They’re society’s 
random mutation, and, like the majority of all 
mutations, an error. 

But it’s only after all the fireworks have gone out 
that you discover how disappointing the sign is. They 
are keen to tell you that it's the sign of genius, startling 
originality, explosive contributions to human 
knowledge. And yet look at what you in feet get: Olaf 
Palme. John Lydon. Elaine Stritch and half the 
Smothers Brothers (Tom). 

Ybu want a novelist? You get Norinan Mailer. Ybu 
want an actor? Ybu get Clark Gable. Ybu want a queen? 
Ybu get Beatrix of the Netherlands. Ybu want a butch 
American expat writer? Ybu get Gertrude Stan. 

In truth the sign is divided between a) has-beens, b) 


those who never will be and c) those who never really 
were tone atque vale Val Doorrican and Prunella Gee). 
But the has-beens make the most impressive list: TteHy 
Savalas, Denis Norden and F rank Muir, Ned Sherrin, 
Timmy Tarbuck, Oliver Reed, Roberta Flack. Robert 
Wagner George Mikes, John McEnroe, Janet Suzman, 
Anthony Howard, Nyree Dawn Porter Libby Purves, 
Bamber Gascoigne, Tony Blackburn, John Profumo 
(you’d need something the size of the Vietnam vets 
monument to do this particular list justice). 

Aquarians are rotters, essentially. Their cardinal 
virtues are entirely out of whack - they have too much 
faith, far too much hope and no charity at aH 

But suitably enough, for a sign ruled by Uranus, we 
find such gay icons as Tallulah Bankhead. Morgan 
Ffcirchfld, Franklin D Roosevelt, and Boris Spassky as 
well as the famous perverts Havelock Ellis and James 
Watt (who had to invent the steam engine in order to 
power his latest mail-ordered device). 





Leo 


ALL RIGHT! And there you go; it’s like a ride 
in a theme park that only teenagers dare try. 
You dive into the unknown, confident that you 
will be protected by the benign forces of the 
higher universe (this may be over-confidence). 
You always find it difficult to be objective about 
your merits (you tend not to underestimate 
them), but here you are marvellously well- 
endowed in friendship, in work. You’re almost 
like a team-player (people like that). 



Libra 



Virgo 


YOU'VE HAD a less successful time than you 
might have hoped recently but don't dig up your 
flower garden to plant potatoes. If you weren’t 
so lonely you wouldn’t achieve anything. But 
you do need a fundamental connection, even 
if it is impossible to maintain. Just because 
consequences are disastrous is no excuse for 
hiding in the kennel of yourself Get out and face 
your destiny. You’re holding up better than 
expected, no thanks to anyone. 




CHASING ROMANTIC phantoms has been 
important for you if only to pass the time (it 
would have passed anyway). But you may not 
have realised that the phantoms were real, with 
the power to frighten, transform and thor- 
oughly mislead. In spite of your adventures and 
discoveries, you recoil from love as from plea- 
sure - it’s as though you're suddenly and sav- 
agely hung oven Repentance is fine, but in 
reality you can unpick only so much passion. 

SCORPIO 

STAND BACK, everyone - the drains are 
blocked and the waste-disposal is working in 
reverse. Dark secrets are out; suppressed 
appetites are raging again; strange desires let 
loose and they’re running round your head like 
leopards in an empty swimming-pool. Fortun- 
ately for us you are more than usually deceit- 
fill, and Mercury will help you - but can the few 
who are close to you persuade you that they’re 
trustworthy enough to live with your secrets? 




Sagittarius 

AS YOUR ruling planet is in semi-square to 
Uranus, this is the week you have half a chance 
of losing your fortune, your family, your 
reputation and anything else you value. You just 
get going and suddenly you get bored, or you 
fell over, or someone with a sweeter profile 
catches your eye and you abruptly change 
direction. You are always in danger of buying 
high and selling low. Now the danger is buying 
high and giving it all to charity. 

Capricorn 

AT LAST you come into standing water; the tide 
must be turning. Ybu can stay in the same place 
just by holding your breath. This is where habit 
lets you down; now is the time when you could 
make progress. You have energy stored, if 
only you could access it, but you feel you are 
caught in a web of your own s pinning Ybu 
might console yourself with the thought that 
you are the spider and there are still some flies 
out there, despite the cold. 

Aquarius 

YOU’RE OFF in the higher realms, beyond the 
frontiers of visible science, below the horizon 
of the known world. Your will is attuned to your 
intellect and you are pursuing a goal beyond 
the understanding of your friends (who think 
you're bats, by the way). A faulty aspect with 
Jupiter means you may in fact just be a crank 
(there is no way for you to tell the difference, 
but it will be quite obvious to us). C’est mag- 
nifique, maixnepasla vie. 

Pisces 

ALL RIGHT, so there are impulses coming up 
from deep down, from the darkness where it 
all began, but don't look on the results as 
sexual deviation (just because your partner 
does). Look on it as therapy to fulfil childhood 
longings (don’t tell your partner what you’re 
doing). If you abandon yourself to your 
astrology you will drink deep of alcohol, drug 
abuse and sexual excess. But Mercury helps 
you to explain it all away later. 


* 
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IT’S A circus out there, 
chaotic and illogical. A 
judge says the cruelty used 
on a defenceless chimp 
went “beyond what was 
necessary". Necessary 
cruelty, there’s a concept 
Being cruel to be caned. It 
may make legal sense, but 
not common sense. 

This week also the New 
Millennium Experience 
Company tried with limited 
success to convert two 
Dome sceptics by walking 
them round it Oh well, two 
down, 52,619,998 of us to go. 

Experience can pop the 
prejudicial bubble. My 
unexpected sighting of our 
stately Dome (cf last week's 
column ) converted me at a 
glance. It needed a direct 
sigh ting and not remote 
viewing. My driver remained 
unimpressed perhaps 
because, like Hercules, he 
was shielded from its 
Medusan charms by seeing 
it only in the mirroc 

The dearth of roadsigns 
on my road to Damascus (or 
“Damn! Don’t ask us") 
augurs ill for visitors. Or is 
the plan to lure people there 
by mistake? After all, some 
things (eg happiness) are 
best approached indirectly. 
AH roads lead to dome. 


Moses died within sight 
of the promised land. I 
thought Td had my 
microchips within sight of 
the promised lunch when 
we ran into another 
unexpected sighting just 
short of our Docklands 
destination: the Westferry 
roundabout, all lit-up like a 
Christmas tree. Yet it wasn't 
a tree and it wasn’t just for 
Christmas. It was a huge 
cluster of traffic lights. 

Damien Hirst may do 
thing s by halves, but not 
the Commission for New 
Towns: according to the 
E^ist London Advertiser 
there are 65 sets of lights in 
this work of art My driver - 
not realising that art had 
right of way - shot several 
reds, green and ambers 
and careered wildly off into 
a carpark. As we adjusted 
our hold on reality I 
visualised another 
roundabout somewhere 
else with all the missing 
roadsigns on it 

It’s not all mad news. 
Music in schools - known to 
facilitate acquisition of 
other skills, including maths 

- is to receive increased 
funding- lb the SE’s 
(Education Education, 
Education) and the 3P*s 



PUZZLE MASTER 

BY CHRIS MASLANKA 


(Phonics, Phonics, Phonics) 
add the new mantra: 
Literacy Numeracy, 
Musically. Not quite in 
alphorder perhaps, but, it 
can at least spell its own 
initials, unlike the SB’s. 

Oh and Puzzle PaneTs 
back, though I had 
wondered if all the strands 
would come together in 


time. Fd set aside January 
to tackle a backlog of 
paperwork and to immerse 
my asthmatic lungs in 
breathable air in the Alps 
or Palm Desert 

But a frantic call from 
the editor put paid to that 
The series had been 
brought forward two 
weeks. No one seemed 



terribly sure why or how 
the mistake had happened. 
But then in complex 
organisations things 
happen without anyone 
having done them, which 
saves on apologies. With 
ineluctable Sherlockian 
logic I eliminated all 
suspects one by one till 
only I remained. I must 
have done it 

What the hell, when have 
I ever been up-to-date, on 
time or had a clear desk? I 
can't even find the intray. 
My quest for air would have 
to wait But my lungs had 
other ideas. Flu left me 
with asthma so bad that 
breathing was painful. 

Even slight wheezing can 
upset radio listeners. A 
woman once wrote to point 
out that she paid her 
licence fee in full and 
deserved someone who 
could breathe property. I do 
understand I once listened 
to a talk and registered 
only the bits where the 
speaker's teeth whistled It 
set my ears on edge. 

The show had to go on. A 
Harley Street doctor was 
found who - between my 
script meeting and tea with 
the panellists - injected me 
with depomedrone. It didn't 


stop the pain, but at least 1 
didn’t wheeze; or croak. 

From then on all went 
smoothly. It was, of course, 
a dream team: David 
Singmastex; William 
Harts ton and Val Gilbert 
But also it was a return to 
the magical, manageable, 
mythical world of puzzles. 

Solutions to last week's 
puzzles: 

1. A 3 x 3 magic square can 
only be constructed in 
integers if its magic 
number is a multiple of 3. 

2. BOG ASPHODEL 

3. NeuroN, 

INDOeuroPEAN. Brian 
Gtyde suggests 
PLeuroNCS). Apparently it's 
a somite (sic), especially in 
an insect’s thorax. 

Points to Ponder: 

1. Ybu leave home for the 
dome (see picture, left) 
traversing each part of the 
network exactly once. 
Where’s home? Where’s 
the dome? 

2. How many states do 65 
sets of traffic lights have? 

Comments to 
indy@puzsdemaster.co.uk 
* Puzzle Panel’: R4, Fridays 
at 1:80pm 


Games People play 

LARRY ADLER, 84, MOUTH ORGANIST 


I TOOK a lady to see 
Show Boat last 
night, which reminds 
me of a joke. It’s 
about Mrs Oscar 
Hammerstein taiinng 
to a lady at a party, 
and the lady says, 

“Look who just came 
in. It's Jerome Kern 
who wrote ‘Old Man 
River’!" and Mrs Hammerstein 
said, “Jerome Kern did NOT 
write ‘Old Man River’, spy 
husband wrote ‘Old Man 
River 1 . What Jerome Kern 
wrote was ‘dah, dah. dah- 
daaah’..." 

As a kid, I remember 
spending a day playing with 
some marbles in the street but 
another kid came along and 
took my marbles. Then a big 
boy came up and said, “What 
are you crying about kid?" 
When I told him, he took the 
other boy by the feet and held 
him upside down until the 
marbles dropped out of his 
pocket then he invited me to 
join his gang. 

We used to rob department 
stores, and I specialised in the 
candy counters because they 
were easy to reach. Then I 
went on the stage when I was 



14 and, when I was 
19, 1 read in the 
paper that the 
leader of my gang 
had been 
electrocuted for 
murder Well 
suppose I hadn’t 
gone on the stage? 
I'd have been in a 
gang, and I might 
have been with him on that job, 
because he was my hero. 

Next month I’ll be back in 
my home town of Baltimore, 
where I have the distinction of 
being the only student ever 
expelled from the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music The 
students were supposed to 
take part in a recital, and Fd 

prepared a waltz by Grieg. But 

when I came up on stage, the 
superintendent said: “And what 
are we going to play, my little 
man?” So little man went to the 
piano and played “Yfes, We 
Have No Bananas”. 

Larry Adler plays the Queen 

Elizabeth HaE, London SEl, on 
12 February. His latest album 
The Genius of Larry Adler • 
(Decca) is released on Monday 

Pandora melly 
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TELEVISION & RADIO 


LJ 1 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITVLWT 


6.40 Match of the Day 7.50 TeJetufcfcies 
(8465783). 830 Breakfast with Frost 
(84590) 930 Heaven and Earth 
(81325) 1030 Porridge (00734) 1100 
Mateh of Their Day («15) H30 
CountryFte (2344) 12.00 On the 
Record (37325) UK> Tom and Jerry 
(73X39344) U5 EastEnders (4896122) 

235 liH^j Plight of the Navigator 

(Randal Kleiser t905 US) Disney tale 
about a 12 -year-otd abducted by 
aHens (S) fO (1736122) 

4.05 Are You Being Served? (0089412) 
4.35 Masterchef 1999 (7528344) 
505 News; Weather (2791528) 5.25 
Local News (8028528). 

5J0 Songs of Praise. From the Castle 
Museum in York (S) (T) (246306) 


6415 Last of the Summer Wine (S) 

(T) (809357). 

6.35 Antiques Roadshow. Antiques 
recoveries in NorthaBerton, North 
Yorkshire, inducting two rosewood 
boxes by the same maker, brought 
together after 150 years (S) (483431) 

740 Holiday Guide to— Cruising. 

From Alaska to Disney fe latest 
venture, the Disney Magic which sails 
to the Bahamas (S) (T) (891290) 


6.00 The Scarlet Pimpernel. 2/3. 

I Second of these three feature-length 

dramas based on the character 
, created by Baroness Qrczy and 

starring an interestingly miscast 
Richard E Grant as the Pimpernel 
This week he is called upon to trade 
down Helene, the daughter of the 
Marquis tie Rochambeau. However. 
Chauvelrn (Martin Shaw) is also 
looking for her (S) (T) (92936) 

9.30 The Lakes. More from Jimmy 
McGovern's feverish Lakeland saga. 
John and Beverly continue their 
twisted romance (S) (T) (525702) 

1040 News; Weather (7) 057832) 

10.25 Unfinished Business. Sitcom 

starring Harriet Walter (S) (T) (25702) 


10.55 Fm Alan Partridge. The 

Union Travel Tavern closes for 
refurbishment (R) IS’, (T) (952257) 

1125 The Big End <Si (7) (3C3141) 

11.55 1 dlj.il All Night Long Jean 
Claude Trarr.ont 133* VS;. Engaging 
slapstick romance married 
executive Ger.s Hackman dropping 
out and romancing Barbara 
-Streisand ; 362509;. To 1.25am. 


"5 A / r S"’ ~ 
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SHOT THROUGH THE HEART (10.10pm 
BBC2J A powerful really excellent drama 
starring Linus Roache t right » and Vincent 
Pern as friends and fellow marksmen in 
the Yugoslav Olympic shooting team who 
end up as snipers on opposing sides in 
the war in Bosnia. Guy Hibbert's script 
based on real events in Sarajevo, puts 
the whole conflict in very human terms. 


845 Reach Exp e rience (9382783) 
830 Little Mouse (7813520) 830 
Alvin and the Chipmunks (7B17344) 
945 Charfie Brown (6979784) 940 
WBd House (5355832) 1005 Wayne 
Manifesto (1664073) 1030 Grange HB 
(5385980) 1055 Kids and Cops 
(3806493) +L20 Grange H3 (1744528) 

12410 O Zone (4490257) 1245 The 
Simpsons (4948344) 1240 Ren and 
Stimpy (4450035) 100 Arand 
Wsstminster (39344) 130 Swfay 
Grandstand (79594238) 135 Ski 
Sunday (6683054) 240 Terris 
(7016986) 130 AlHeScs (785696) 

540 Animal Zbne (8021815) 545 
Which Out Britain £2788054) 535 
Ctwrpanzee Diary (564431) 


530 The Natural World. A look at the 
unique habitat of the Everglades, 
narrated by Tim Rggott-Smrth (S) (T) 
(287528) 


645 Star Trek: Voyager. The 

romance between Paris and Tores 
continues to blossom (S) (T) 
(486257) 


730 The Money Programme. Many 
of Germany's biggest companies 
used slave labour during the 
Second World War (S) (T) (699). 

8UOO The Groat Flood. Archaeological 
detective story following a trafl back 
many thousands of years to the time 
of Nosh and the great flood (S) (T) 
1256073) 

830 Monet’s Gardens (183696) 

940 A History of Alte rna tive 

Comedy. Talking to French and 
Saunders and Jo Brand (9493) 

9.30 Gimme Gimme Gimme. Tom is 

framdated with offers of television 
work (R) (S) (T) (36696) 

«MK> Trade Secrets (R) (S) (175238). 

10.10 M»Mm Shot through the 

Hear! Powerful drama, based on a 
true story, about friendship tom apart 
by the avO war in Yugoslavia. See 
Drama of the Day, below (477257) 


640 GKTV (06257) 8JQ00iggSt (6488829) 
935 Art Attack (6995702)930 The 
Worst Witch (5362122) 10-20 
Extreme Ghostbusters (6789070) 
1045 Oggy and the Cockroaches 
(5336431) 1100 Sunday Morning 
(22054) 1240 My Favourite Hymns 
(18700) 1230 Crtisstak (43886) 100 
News (73170832) 140 Jonathan 
Dimbleby (0960764) 240 Murder, She 
Wrote (2414141) 

235 MaiBiV Casino Royato (John 
Huston 1967 UK) James Bond spoof 
with David f'fiven, Peter Sellers and 
Woody Alen (48644035) 


5J20 Big Screen (6029509) 

530 Dream Ticket. Madeira, 

Copenhagen and Suffolk (931054) 


120 London Wookenrt Tonight (T) 

(986070) 

645 ITM News; Weather (852590) 


TOO Bffl Bryson’s Notes from a 
Small Island (S) (T) (3238) 

7.30 Coronation Street. Sally gets a 
lodger (T) (325) 


&OO Heartbeat. An eccentric oW 
woman reports an abduction, and 
Greengrass meets an old friend with 
an unusuaJ preposition (S) (T) (1967) 


940 London's Burning. Firefighting 
soap. After Dan has doubts about 
continuing as a firefighter, he and 
Pearce find themselves in danger 
when scaffolding starts to come 
loose around them (S) (T) (4431) 


10.00 Tarrant on TV. More funny foreign 
TV with Chris Tarrant (S) (J) (79431) 


124)0 Bill'll Happy New Year 

'Claude Lelouch 1973 Fr). Crime 
caper about a couple of thieves who 
are plotting a jewel heist. The plan is 
gradually undermined as one of the 
p 3 T fails tor the owner of their next 
target - an antiques store (267623) 

1*55 BBC Learning Zone (22420) To 
-Jam. 


10.30 ITN News; Weather (T) (940412) 

1045 The South Bank Show; A profile 
of dancer Javier de Furies - best- 
known for performing most of his 
works to the nude (Si (T1 (4369481. 

1145 Faith and Music (2034121 12.15 
Still in Bed with MeOnner (2795770) 

j 12.50 ISHi 1 /! Bom to Ride [Graham 
j Baker 1997 US). Adventure abcu* the 

wartime motorcycle riders (252721) 
i 

2.30 Seaquest 2032 (3033352). 3420 
Jonathan Dimbleby [3418216) To 4am. 


Channel 4 

640 Bill and Tad (7371783)540 Dbg -■ 
Oty (2141257) Z05 Magic RouncfeBbut 
(8781560) T» Anfatal Alphabat 
$825690) Z20 Saltyfc Lighthouse 
(3453257) 745 Bug Atertf p434^. 
845 Saved tv the Beti (514609) 840 
Qty Guys (0194832) 940 Cat-dog 
(7710003) 946 Planet Pop (BH7-306) 
IOjOO The Waltons (13572) 1100 
Hcflyoaks (3931832) 12M Dbhes 
(3049412) 145 FbottnSitaSa 
(49146940) 330 Travelog Treks 
(8*8493) 

345 The Wind and the Lien 

(John WKus 1975) Sean Comery and 
Canrfce Bergen star in this desert 
adventure (28299238) 


535 New»| Weather (527141) 

100 ThneTaanv Tony Robinson leads a 
team n Flympton, Devon, where a 

nined Norman castle tow e r s over the 
. area. But what else to tbere-hiddan 
beneath the garttens of foe modem . 
-houses? <F> (26219). 


7JDQ Hampton Court Palace. 

Omnfous ecStion of th8 documentary 
series looking behind the scenes at 
Hampton Coul (R) HI (3561) 


8jDO The PhB. More from Sis docu-soap 
about Ihe Ftiharmortia Orchestra. 
This week, working mwn vfo&ist Carol 
FUtmaric tries to juggte her career 
and family write e toi oe t t i st Mfte 
WhlgW tries to do something about 
his crushing workload (T) (9509) 

94)0 IHtmMii The Retd— Don 

CUovacmL Opera singer Thomas 
Aten takes a dark journey tc reveal 
the real man behind Mczarft famous 
opera. See Documentary of ihe Day, 
below (T) (2073) 

IOjOO IHiUHHi Wtnrt*s Lowe Got to 
Do with K? (Briar Gbson 1993 
US) Tina Turner biopsc starrin g 
Angela Bassett and Lauence 
Fishbume See r&n of fre Day, below 
(S) (T) 00643213) 


1240 4 Later: Babylon 5 [7355337) 
140 4 Later Dark Sr.es ;=T. '5! T 
; 736 5265',. 2.05 Dweebs 55333- 

2)30 I3H.M Le Parfum d’Yvonne 

{Patrice Lsccnte 1934 Fr. A gerti-e 
whimsical tele fro r me erector o' 
Monsieur Hire ans 7» Hardresse-’s 
Husband Jear.-Piere Margie -s r.e 
army desener a : rs tier: re (S4333) 
7c 4am. 


Channel 5 

6.00 itidng K (6053716) 630 
Harateapo (7140783) TOO 
Oappledown Faim (9«35m 730 
mshBKBl (3504667) X35 WTtzteS 
House PG6257) 600 The Wssson 

(157^48)630 The ftevelatlorrGairie 

(675219) 94)0 Slickin' Around 

NcAAfloA a !M F-fflkh ftf (93419^8)- 


1600 Mrror, Mribr (71 31035) 

The Vatey Between (S8B780) 

USA Hgh (4Cffl7-306) H30 Singled 
Out (4088035) fZJOO The Mag i _ 

. (7KBK48) t» ’5 News (093652S3) 

’ 520 ffdstn^J cn Sunday (18617122) 
ISO Movie Chert Show (08704603) 
aaO B«*iave P©)1278^. . 

Affairs Omnibus- (99132528) 

540 HEU Teenage lltttarit Wnja 
TwtlM B (Stuart GBard 1992 US) 

... The turtles 4»ap the sewers of New 
Ybrk.far feud^^tepariwhefd 
most <So toaite vtth ' ^medteval ^ 

0^ (S)^ (M009«3)- - 


7J30 5 Haws and Sport (S) (T) 

(K0656Q) 


BJOO WMSknU. Documentary about 
‘ ‘ foe adventures, trfateandlrtxialfons 
of a wfcfffa camemJeam, led by ihe 
teteOetor PiageL marooned for three 
years in the islandsof the Gatepagow 

;(S){Q *5044948) : 


aoo E33 Co-«d Cad OH (Michael 
Ray Rhodes 1995 US) Great title for 
this yam about a bookish student 
(Tori Spafing) who becomes a 
successful caS girl Doing it as a bit 

of a joka our lass soon has plenty of 
prcUems when a cBent attacks her 
and, in self-defence, she kBs hen (S) 
(T) (42716832) 


; «L50 The Comedy Notwoffc. With 
^swrSsitosoa Stewart Lee, Dame 
! SybSe, Adam Bloom, Tommy Tfeman 

and Tavare (38M764) 

; HJ20 Water Rats (5916883) 1245 
Sports la5< with Steve Scott 
(42C8994) UfO ice Hockey - NHL 
;S; ^43 1833^6) 440 Tibs and Fibs 
; (R> (S; (65359791) SJ05 Move On 

| Up (R) IS) (46192913) 5.30 WkKe 

SOS (R) {S) (T) (8293888) To 6am 



lL.'\ 


—• : V" 


THE REAL DON GIOVANNI (9pm C4l 
Baritone Thomas AUen <right> goes in 
search of the real figure who inspired 
Mozart's operatic nobleman, and emerges 
with a thought-provoking new theory. He 
names a famous figure who was in Prague 
for the premiere of Mozart’s opera, which 
might have been more interesting had 
this film been less flashily put together. 



W HAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT 

nopm C4) If Tina Turner (right) and all her 
works don't interest you in the slightest 
then the comedy AE Sight Long UL55pm 
BfiCl * is a really nice surprise. 

Otherwise, this is a one-sided but above- 
par biopic of the pioneering rock singer; 
with Oscar-nominated performances from 
Angela Bassett and Laurence Fishbume. 



ITV/Regions 

SSsSSlSSiSm 

Going Wild (7196315) ^5^^- 

Wrote P48122) 445 Rim: 

BomtoRidet^7§-|" 
jg2ffi)ifiibleby (659^75) -44>S 


BomtoR'de^^lg 

Goiooafion Street (B5371) 

SwT^reopfc 124*0 Ufrfne 
/S4213851). 12415 Central 

Central News t557501g|- g£O 1ft 

sasssr£5t£Si!S%Mi 

(2722899) 445 FHm: The Chairman 
(14298764) 6 j 00 Heart Of the 
hounfrv G61). 64rf Cent ral News 
(602»7) 440 Jobfinder (4179791) 
54)5 ft’s Tout Shout (7131265) 
HTV Wales 


As LWT exce pt: lLOO My 

^ourite Hymns (4929219). 12^5 
Wfelsh Agenda- (4922306) 5 

HTV IteSs (557501^)2.00 
Murder. She Wtote (717-04 8)24 0 
FUm: North to Afaska (4565657^- 
540 The Front Row (4265528) 640 
Soccer Sunday (893696). 

HTV News (927812) 1245 - 54)0 
As Angfa. 

HTV West _ _ 

As HTV Wales except: 

The Sunday Roast {*922306) 24)0 
On the Road (2122) 2 JO Murder. 
She Wrote (3887528) 3425 FBm: 
carry On Henry (61579667V 540 
Last Trains H204734) 540 
Getaways (673528) ©.tOVitest 
; Match Rib (893696). 

-Meridian 

As LWT except: 12LSO 7 Days 
M48350SV 1240 MertcBsn News 
(5«398K»). 24H) Gateways 
(3533896). 245 Murder, She Wrote 
0867TC4) 34 5 Film : Diary of 
Anne frank (801073) 5.3S Big Day 
Out (67«5S7) S4»5 Mortrey 
Business -(394325). SJ35 Mericfian 
News {567526). 1245 * 54)0 As 
AngSa. 54)0 Freescreen (85371) 
Westcountry 
As LWT e x cept: 12.30 
Wtostcourxry Weekend Match 
(43986) 24)0 World of Wonder 
(2122) 24)0 FBm: .Columber 
Butterfly in 9iades oT Grey 
(84099561). 445 F*n: Marooned 
M4335122) 640 WteSKOuntry 
Goals Extra (644677 )^35 
Westcountry News $67529) 1215 
- 54)0 As Angfia. 

Yorkshire 

AS LWT except: 1230 QE2 

bah fat (43986) 24)0 Cafeodar 
News (35685122) 245 Munjer. 

She Mote (2401677) 34)5 FrWv 
The Count Monte Cristo 
(43164141) S4K) Coronation Street 
(2509) 6.00 Calendar News 
(269615)645 Goals on Suiday 
(932912) 1245 Stitifl Bed Mflth 
MeDtoner (73913) 1245 Cybemei 
(877046) 120 F2m: Judwga 
(4261844S0. 440 Jobfinder (2®13). 

Tyne Toes 
As Yorkshire except: 12JO 
Newsweek (43986) 24)0 North 
East News and Weather 05685122) 
64)0 North East News (289615) 
645 Cafe Sport (932412) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: HOO 

HOflyoaks MK012571 iZOO Gogs 
(93868603) 1240 Rownd a Rownd 
(69641219) 1240 Ffea (4018987Q) 
1235 Gol 02073667) 140 
Takabout Welsh (39493122) 24W 
Ffermio (29646966) 245 
BrooksMe (91960877) 4J00 
Norland Nannias (56777X12)440 
Pam R DuW? (56773696) 54)0 
Newydction (16253257) 54)5 
Ewiope (65026219) 535 Pobol y 
Cwm (53893238) 730 Dechnau 
Canu Dechrau Canmol (5677*3251 
84)0 Botwm 4 (49684770) 840 
l Shan Co (hi (50939667) 94)0 
TaJcen CaJed (61077870) 104)5 
Newydttion (55575141) 10W) Film: 
Crawar - The Movie: One toy a 
Lemming Wil Fly (777B3035) iZ 45 
Babylon 5 £342^888). 140 

Whatever Happened to the Ptagua? 

(344579E5) 245 Oose. . 


Racfio 1 

(97B- 998MHz FM ) 

WO Kevin Greamna 
104K) Mark GooderS 
Racfio 1 Request Show. 
100 Lisa l'Ansort 34K) 
Top of the Pops. 44)0 
UK Top 40 74)0 RacJo 
I s Dance Anthems with 
Dave Pearce 104N) 
Trevor Nelson 124)0 
EmmaBL44>0 • CL30 

Give Warren 

Radio 2 

(8&-902MHZ FM ) 

74K) Don Maclean 
94)5 Steve Wright's 
Sunday Love Songs. 
HOO ParWnsonSs 
Sunday Supplement 
14)0 Desmond Carring- 
ton 34)0 By Popular 
Demand. George 
Gershwin; a Stairway to 
Paradise 44)0 The 
Crooners, 44tO Sing 
Something Srmpte. SjOO 
P3m Ayres. 74)0 Hugh 
Sculiy. 840 SundayHalf 
Hour. 94)0 Alan Keith. 
104)0 MakWlm Laycodt 
ItOO The David Jacobs 
CoOection. 124)0 Katrina 
Leskanicfi 34)0 • 4 .00 
Mo Dutta. 

Radio 3 

(9Q2-924MHZ FM ) 

64)0 Oi Air. 

94)0 Brian Kayb Sunday 
Morring. 

HOO Artist of the Week 
Encore. 

1245 Music Matters. 

100 The Ratio 3 
Lunchtime Concert 
130 Mozart 
34)0 Sprit of the Aga 
44)0 100 Great Singers 
445 Centurions. 

450 The Year. 

5-45 Sunday Fealire: 
Mflfittogalss of the Nte 
6*3o Private Passions 
Michael Berkeley^ guest 
this week is artist 
composer and theatre 
director Tom Pfifips, 
whose production of 
■Oteflo is currently in the 
repertory of Engksh 
National Opera. 

730 Choir Vtforks. Brian 
Kay introduces a perfor- 
mance of Mendelssohns 
bibfcal oratorio Biahf 
recorded at foe 1966 
Proms. Janice Watson, 


Susan Gritton and Ingrid 
Attrot (sopranos) Jean 
Rigby and Christfoe 
Caims (mezzos) Antho- 
ny Rolfe Johnson and 
Mark Tucker (tenors) 
Roderick WilBams and 
Bryn Terfel (baritones) 
Stephen Richardson 


(bass) London Sympho- 
ny Chorus, BBC National 
Chorus and Orchestra of 


Wales/F&chareJ t-fekox. 
SL40 Sunday Play: 

Via Dotorosa. David 
Hares one-man play 

written after tfo trip to 
Israel and Palestine in 
1 997 and performed by 
foe playwright in his 
acting debut. After many 
invitations, foe 50-year- 
old playwright finally 
visited the state of Israel 
in 1997 The resulting 
play offers a mectita&on 
on an extraorctinary trip 
which leaves the author 
questioning his own 
values as searchingly as 
foe powerful beliefs of 
those he met. Director 
Kate Rowland. (R) 

H45 World Music 
tt-45 BBC Phfltenrnonic. 
100 - 04)0 Tfrough 
foe Night 

Radio 4 

©24-946MHZ FM J 
64)0 News Briefing. 
64)5 Sometfting 
Understood. 

645 On Your Farm 
64*7 Weather. 

TOO News. 

705 Sunday Papers. 

740 Sunday! 

755 Racfio 4 Appeal 
84)0 News. 

84)5 Sunday Papers. 

84 17 Suiday Worship. 
8,45 Letter from 
America. 

9,00 News; 

Broadcasting House. 
104)0 The Archera 
US Desert Island 
Discs. 

124)0 News; Tales from 
foe Bach of Beyond 
1130 Just a Minute. 
1238 Weather. 

LOO The World Ths 
Weekend 
130 Counteipoint 
24)0 News: Gardeners' 
Question Time. 




2^5 ft 1 Be a 
Ffehermaa 

3-00 News; The Qassic 
Serial; Dona Fkx and 
Her Two Husbands. 

44)0 News; Open Book 
430 Poetry Please 

5.00 News; Fite on A 
5-40 Me Mysetf. Owl. 
5.54 Shipping Fbrecast 
5.57 Wlsafoer. 

64K) Six QClock News. 
645 Ffidr of the Week. 
74)0 News; The Archers. 
745 Room for Improve- 
ment Laurie Tayfar and 
guests explore foe art of 
setf-improvement from 
mastering a language or 
appreciating music m 
sharpening conversation- 

8410 News; The Oldest 
Member. Mauice 
Denham stars as the golf 
dub veteran in six stones 
by P G Vtodehous& 5: 
The Heart of a Goof. 
With Mfchael Fenton 
Stevens. Helen Atkinson 
Wood. Jon Glover, John 
Graham and Alan 
Thompson 

830 Law «i Action Mar- 
cel Bertins investigates 
how the law works and 
where it goes wrong 
94)0 News; Weather 
Wise Pati Simons looks 
at the rote of volcanos in 
weather. (R) 

9.30 h Business. “Over 
a BarreT. 08 prices 
Cringe - 08 gents merge. 
Peter Day reptwts on the 
Lpheavafe sweeping 
through the oil Industry. 
IOjOO News; The West- 
minster Hour. Andrew 
Rawnstey presents the 
poWcal headftes of the 
next week, five from 
Westminster. Including 
1045 Sketches from foe 
House Nick Utechin 

explores the history of 
parliamentary Sketch 
writers a tradition going 
back to the 1850a 
3: ■Parliamentary Events 
and Procedures’. 

HOO News; hidden 
Treasures. Lars Tharp 


ZuLi 1 


chairs foe antiques quiz 
from John Vanbrughs 
North Yorkshire architec- 
tural masterpiece - 
Castie Howard With 
guests Htery Kay and 
Penny Brittain from the 
Antiques Roadshow 1 , 
antiques expert Robert 
Dalgety, and Timothy 
Cfifford of foe National 
Galeries of Scotland 
TL30 Something 
Understood 
124)0 News. 

1245 Diaries of Today. 
tfL30 The Late Story: 
Famous to Lands 
Unknown. 

1248 Shipping 
Fbrecast 

100 As World Service 
5J0 World News. 

5415 Shaping Forecast 
5^40 Inshore Fbrecast 
545 Prayer for foe Day. 
547 - 64)0 Farming 
Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

124)0 - 124)4 News 
HeadEnes; Shipping 
Forecast 84)0 • 104)0 
Open University. 

Racfio 5 live 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

64)0 Brief Lives. 

6^0 Breakfast with 
Andrew Nefl. 

94)0 Sports Week. 

104)0 Hayes on Sunday. 
124)0 Ghosts. 

1230 The Meda Show 
100 Sunday Sport 
Footbal: commentary at 

4.00 on the FA Carfrig 
Premiership game 
between two of London’s 
title challengers, as dou- 
ble winters Arsenal take 
on Chelsea at Hghbiry. 
Pfus news of foe game 
at the Vfcley between 
Chariton Athletic and 
Manchester United 
64)0 The Scottish 
Premier League 
84)0 News Extra. News 
and business round-up. 
R30 Brief Lives. 

94)0 DaByn Worldwide 
9430 Out This Week. 


104)0 Late Night Currie 
Edwina Currie with foe 
weekend's talking points. 
Pfus regular reports from 
Eleanor Ofdroyd in kfemi 
watehteg Super Bowl 
XXX1IL 

14)0 Up All Night 
54H) - 64K) Momfog 
Reports. 

Classic FM 

(lOQO-XnSMHz FM } 
64)0 Sarah Lucas. 9 jOO 
Classic Romance 124M) 
Across the Threshold 
with David Mefior. 24)0 
Alan Mam 44M) Mar- 
garet Howard 64)0 
Countdown Top Tea 
7JOO Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 94)0 Sunday 


fifight at the 
HOO Mich 


i Mappfo. 
14)0 Evening Concert 
34)0 - 64)0 Mark Grif- 
fiths. 

Virgin Radio 

(12157 1t97-1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM) 

64H) Mark Forrest 
104)0 Jon at f a n Rosa 
14» Nick Abbot 44M) 
Janey Lee Grace 7.30 
Harriet Scott / AM from 
645 Janey Lee Grace 
104HJ James Merritt 

■LOO Steve Power. 4L30 
- 6^0 Richard ADen. 

IT ■111 
vruiiu 

Service Radio 

(198kHz LW ) 

100 The World Today. 
130 Meridan. 24)0 The 
World Today. 2430 Pick 
of foe World 34N) The 
World Today. &20 
Sports Roundup. 3430 
Global Business. 44)0 - 
7J00 The World Today 
Taflc Radio 
64K> Paii Ross IOJOO 
Derek Drape' and Peter 
Hitchens 124)0 Russefl 
Grant 34M) Nicky 
Horned Access Al Year. 
64M Left TaB( Comedy 
with Don Md^ary and 
Sar\)eev Cohi. 8 j 00 
Jayne trying. 10.00 
James Whale 14)0 - 
64)0 MB® Dicfoh 


Sky Premier 
64)0 Femmes FataJes 
(18948). TOO Frog and 
Wombat (1998) (70815). 
94)0 Fhoenbc and the 
Magic Carpet (1994) 
C2582S). «L30 Heto Again 
(1987) (44344). 1ZOO 
HoCywood Buzz (83528). 
14)0 Frog aifo Wtombat 
C®98) M100 
Phoenix and the Megc 
Carpet (te94) (384^54)0 

Heto Agin d967) (46509). 

74)0 Nco ths Ureoom 
r®96) ^©67^ 94M 
Sarry NomtanS Fin fifaht 
j^^).9J0Dantefeftak 

(130S!^^^&i^toSofiqua 
(^6) _g^523). 735 

(313807). 

the Unicom C1998M408975X 
Sky MovieHax 
6JOO Goddess of Love 
0988) (822191. 64)0 
American Hot Wax fBTB) 
(35054). IOJOO Ptawig to 


Goddess of Love (1988) 
(25677). 24)0 American 
Hot Wax (1978) (28615L 
44)0 Heart FM of Ran 

to Wfl ($97) (58621) 04) 
kteepe ndents 1 * * Day (19SQ 
119780) 94)0 Swrigere 

(1996) (8967) 114M Box 


100 Omega Doom (©96) 
B644^2J0The 
Adctictim* (1997) (B037D61) 
155 ■ 64)0 T error o f 
MachagodzSa (©75) 


Sky Cmema 
1 LOO Underwater) (©55) 
©6471431) «L45 Gunfi^rt 
at the OK Corral (1957) 
(63468948) 34N) The 
Magnifteerrt Seven (1960) 
05808832)540 The Great 
Escape f«63) fB7788W) 
84W McQ (©W) (7871306) 
KL0O Frenzy (1372) 
©770431) H55 The 
Maws (1968) ©562520) 
153 The Effect of Gamma 
Rays on Manno-the-Moon 


34)0 The Ms 
Seven (1960) 
5 j 45 Ctose 

FfimFow 


64)0 A River Ruts through 
It (1992) (43189783) 8 j 06 
Sufosv (45067257) 9 l 40 
S mdance Festival 
(2521677) 1000 Reservoir 
Dogs (1991) (7844870) 
tUO Sundance Festival 

a (7959122) 124)0 ftoson 

920517) 4^0 - 
ie News (76S3499) 
Discovery Channel 
44)0 Eagle over Lebanon 
. 54)0 Flghtfine 
54»Bkes 
64)0 Lonely 

l 700 


Creatures fttfttaaic 
84)0 Reveta&on 
94)0 Ultimate 

to Horses J97MT22) 

104)0 Uttimate Guide to 
39) HOO 
to Whales 

5) 124)0 Discover 
Magazine (6589710) 14)0 
Justice Files (7939517) 
ZOO Close 




Sky One 
64)0 Hoir of Power 
(25238) 74)0 Bump in the 
Mght (58493) 730 Street 
Sharks (775S) 84)0 
Double Oregon 092®) 
830 Tbttooed Teenage 
AJfen Fighters from Beverly 
Ws (2®tt 900 The 
Simpsons (45870.930 
Garfield and Friends 
(89702) 104)0 Dream 
Team (6648) HOO Wfortd 
Wtestfog Federation 
Scper aters ( 53948) 124)0 

1230^1^^ 
B029Q) 100 The New 
Adventures of Superman 
(88073) 24K) Beveriy Ffla 

90210 (44702. 34K) GuJtyl 

44)0 Star Trek; 
Deep Space fine (96528) 
5430 Star Trek; Voyager 
(5851) 64)0 The Smpsons 
(6073) 630 The Stepsons 
(73». 700 K^oftheHB 
(6580) 230 3rd flock from 
foe Sun {3500) 83Q 
Earth: Final Conflict fM4e) 
SUW Wtraviotet (07568) 

104)0 Naked in 
JJtestmhster (58685) tLOO 
South Park (97257) 1130 
South Park (49257) 1230 
Forever Krtght (taw^. 


LOO Sichttora (80739) 
2 4K) -T OO Long Ptay 
(9277371) 

Sky Sports 1 

64W fiFLSuperBowl 
XXXn Preview $79671 
630 European T our Gotf - 
Heineken Classic (275257) 
930 Wbteraports World 
(92054) 10301 Motoptos 
H07K3) tLOO Goals on 
Sunday (77798) 124)0 
European Tbir Gctt - 
Heineken Ctessic (988219) 
34)0 Ford Super Sunday 
Arsenal v Chelsea 
(7592035)630 NFL Super 
Bowf XXXB Ptevfew (6677) 
200 Memefontf Cricket 
(329882) «LOO Motopfcjs 
(93144) 1030 NFL Super 
Bowl XXX» (5965667) 

330 008a 

Sky Sports 2 
64)0 Aerobics (4237238) 

630 International Cricket 
(3348290) 104)0 Vtorld 
Sg^SraOTl g*JJ12g. 

Cricker (4209734) M0° 

Srwoksr (7tB0T5. 94)0 

Ford Golf USA (9142325) 

1 24)0 Etiopean T our Gdf 

Cefticv St Johnstone 
(7*15468) 54)0 Ctosa 
Sky Sports 3 

Snookg - ^^^.a3o 

pouts Leon ard v Benitez 
(62K7702) 54)0 Triathton; 



1030 "fermis 
200 foe 
430 Ski 
64)0 Luge 
iceSkalfog 
Bcodng 
toons 

1045 Fbotbaf: UEFA Cld 

UK Gold 

g^^^DBIaloeb 
Dr Who 

Dates gt 939 a 25 ) HO 
The B3 (28072702) 530 


64)0 Scottish Footbal St 
Johnstone v Celtic 
@6159290) 830 Sparteh 
Fbofoal (B893277n. W30 
Ford Footbal Speed Aree- 
nal v Chabea (77ZSQ70) 

124)0 Ctosa. 

Eurosport 

730 Sjg 
84)0 Bo 
94WNoRfc 


To the 

Sggea ho. 

1035 Jonathan Creek^ 

^0*^^7807) t23S 
Bedtime 

^e^WSMteder 
^^^1^00. 74)0 

ss&ana 


Mfflon Dofer Babies (1994) 
17690431) 84)0 Rescue 

fytorteger Double HI 
ff^ltooTheSex 

Ftes (3921832) 124)0 
Ctosa 

TUT 

MO TheOtemp (»79) 

oan saoasttan ( 1968 ) 
g0837O54) 145 The 

(^(10356062)54)0 


Paramount 

**fiO Dressing far 


Sanders Show 
^^(28517) tS?S[ib 

J^536) 24» Dr 

PESSS 

SpT 5 

3081 Dearest 


Safe- 


v 
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RADIO 1 

(97.6-99£MHz FM ) 

7.00 Mark Goodier. 10.00 Chris 
Moyiesi 1.00 bsa I'Anson. 3.00 
Radio Is R ‘n‘ B Chart 5.00 
Judge Jules 7.00 Lovegroove 
Dance Party with Roger Sanchez. 

9.00 Westwood - Radio 1 Rap 
Show. iZXIO Radio 1 Reggae 
Dancehall Nite. 2.00 Essential 
Mix: Cassius. 4.00 - 6.30 Annie 
Nightingale 

RADIO 2 

(88-902MHZ FM ) 

6-00 Mo Dutta. 8.05 Brian 
Matthew. 10.00 Steve Wright's 
Saturday Sho w. LOO The Smith 
, Lectures. 130 The Newly Dis- 
• cowered Casebook of Sherlock 
■M Hornes. 2.00 Alan Freeman. 
3*30 Johnnie Walker. 530 Paul 
GambaccinL 7.00 The American 
Trilogy. 8.00 Bonnie Raitt in 
Concert 9.00 Suzi Ouatro: 
Rockin’ with Suzi Q. 1030 Bob 
Harris. 1.00 Lynn Parsons. 4.00 
- 730 Mo Dutta. 

RADIO 3 
(902 -92.4 MHz FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9.00 CD Review. See Pick of 
the Day. 

12.00 Private Passions. 

1.00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime 
Concert (R) 

2.00 Best of a 

3.00 Young Artists' Forum 
430 Classic Masterclass. 

530 Jazz Record Requests. 

6.00 Jazz Century. Russell 
Davies presents a 52-part history 
of jazz. 

6.30 Opera on 3. Puccini's 
touching tale of the love of the 


PICK OF THE Day 


this PAPER’S theatre editor, 
David Benedict takes some 
time out from the rigours of 
print journalism to sift through 
five versions of West Side 
Story and nominate the most 
cherishable in CD Review: 
Building a library (11am R3). 

Tbe Saturday Play ( 23 Opm 
R4> is hardly a play at all. but 
is compelling none the less. 
Marking the 350th anniversary 


or the execution of Charles L 
“Justice or Murder” mixes 
transcripts of the 1647 Putney 
Debates and the trial of Charles 
I with the views of academics. 

Tbe Archive Hour (Spin R4) 
looks at the way women have 
tackled Shakespearean roles 
male and female - from the 
earliest recording onwards. 
Fiona Shaw iright) presents. 

Dominic Cavendish 
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ground of late- 19th-century 
bohemian Paris, with the 
ambitious daydreams of its 
poverty-stricken artists, its lovers' 
quarrels, crowded cafe scenes 
and lonely garret rooms. This is 
one of the most heart-rending of 
all Puccini's operas, crowned by 
the death scene of Mimi Sung in 
Italian by Cristina Gallardo- 
Domas, soprano (Mimi), Frank 
Lopardo, tenor (Rodolfo) and 
Ainhoa Arteta, soprano (Musette). 
Chorus and Orchestra of the Met- 
ropoitan Opera, New York/Marco 
Armifiato. Acts 1 and 2. 


730 New York Stories. 

The fourth of nine specially 
commissioned interval talks for 
Radio 3 in which novelists, essay- 
ists and playwrights who have 
moved to New York present 
portraits of the city through fiction 
and non-fiction. Distinguished 
Irish professor of literature Denis 
Donoghue reflects on his years in 
New York, filtered through the 
perspective of the writer whose 
chair he holds - Henry James. 
735 La bo heme. Act 3. 

8.20 Bohemian Paris 
Christopher Prendergast explores 
the Parisian background to 
Puccinis setting (R) 

8.45 La boheme^ Act 4. 

930 The Brains Trust Joan 
Bake well chairs the discussion 
programme in which leading 
minds in the fields of art science, 
religion and philosophy debate 
important intellectual issues. 
Guests in this programme are 
historian Theodore ZeJdin, 
philosopher Prof Roger Scruton, 
scientist Prof Steven Rose and 
organist Gillian Weir. 

10J5 Marc-Antoine Charpentier. 
The vocal and instrumental group 
Le Concert SpirrtueL conductor 
Herve Niquet, perform rarely 
heard music for Vespers by the 
great French Baroque composer 
Marc-Antoine Charpentier, in a 
concert recorded at last 
summerls Lufthansa Festival of 
Baroque Music. 
tL30 Jazz on 3. 

130 - 630 Through the Night 


RADIO 4 

(92.4-94BMHZ FM ) 

630 News Briefing 
635 Sports Desk. 

6JO Open Country. 

637 Weather. 

730 Today. 

930 Home Truths. 

1030 News: Loose Ends. 

1130 News; Food Programme 
1130 From Our Own 
Correspondent. 

1230 News; Money Box. 

1230 The Ghost or Number Tea 
12.55 weather. 

100 News. 

135 Any Questions?. 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 0870 
010 0444. 

230 News; The Saturday Play: 
Justice or Murder. See Pick of 
the Day. 

430 News; Womans Hour. 

530 Saturday PM. 

530 Talking Pictures. 

534 Shipping Forecast 
537 weather. 

630 Six O'clock News 
645 Live from London. 

730 News; Saturday Review 
7.45 Gerryls Bar. It is opening 
time again Join Gerry Anderson 
for a final round of extraordinary 
tales from ordinary life 
830 News; The Archive Hour 
Shakespearean Women. In 
Shakespeare's time, female roles 
were played by boys In the 
1990s, Fiona Shaw played the 
lead role in “Richard IT. Here, she 
considers the way women have 
approached acting Shakespeare 
since the advent of recorded 


sound, from the days when Ellen 
Terry dominated the Edwardian 
stage to classic radio perfor- 
mances by Ecfith Evans, Flora 
Robson, Dorothy Tutin and Judi 
Dench. See Pick of the Day . 

930 News; The Classic Serial: 
Dona Flor and Her Two 
Husbands. By Jorge Amado, 
dramatised in three parts by 
Stuart Morris. 2: 'Ups that Kiss'. 

In Salvador da Bahia, Brazil 
seven years of tempestuous but 
passionate marriage to the 
dissolute Vadinho have left the 
young widow Dona Flor achang 
with ioss and desire With Lesley 
Carvell and Tristan Stunock. 
1030 News and Weather. 

1045 The Moral Maze The two- 
hundredth edition launches the 
new series Michael Buerk, Janet 
Daley, David Starkey, Ian Harg- 
reaves and David Cook investi- 
gate the moral questions behind 
the weeks news. 

1130 News; Scaling the Moun- 
tain. Robert Dawson Scott invites 
a performer or composer to revis- 
it a major musical chatenge. 
1130 Parkes and Gardens. (R) 
1230 News. 

12.25 Experimental Feature: 

Star Tales. (R) 

1230 The Late Story: Spinach 
Seduction. 

12L48 Shipping Forecast 
100 As World Service 
530 World News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
SAO Inshore Forecast 
530 - 630 Beils on Sunday. 


RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

1230 - 1234 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

630 Dirty Tackle 
630 Breakfast 
930 Chies on Saturday. 

TLOO Move ft 
H30 Sick as a Parrot 
1230 SportscaB. 

100 Sport on 5 
636 Six-O-Srx. 

830 DaUyn UK. 

9.00 The Treatment 

1030 Late Night Currie 

130 Up AH Night 

330 - 630 Australian Open 

Tennis. 

CLASSIC FM 

(KKUM019MHZ FM ) 

630 Sarah Lucas 830 Count- 
down. 1130 Masters of Their Art 
1230 Mfce Read 3.00 Margaret 
Howard 630 Classic FM at the 
Movies 730 Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 930 Opera Glide 1030 
The Classic Quiz. 1230 MEdnight 
Music 230 Evening Concert 
430 - 6.00 Sunday Start 
VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215, 1197- 1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM ) 

630 Richard Allen. 930 Harriet 
Scott 1230 Classic Countdown 
with Russ WQCams. 230 Rock 
and Rofl Football 530 Wheels of 
Steel 1030 Janey Lee Grace 
230 - 630 Steve Power. 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW ) 

100 Newsdesk. 130 Best on 
Record 230 Newsday. 230 
Agenda. 330 World News. 345 
Sports Roundup. 330 World 
Business Review. 2L45 Letter 
from America. 430 Newsdesk. 
430 Omnibus 530 Newsday. 
530 - 630 Women Who Dared 
to Speak. 

TALK RADIO 
630 OK to Talk. 830 Darmy 
Baker’s Morning Edition 1230 
Tom Watt's Football Phone-In 
230 Saturday Soccer with 
Richard Keys. 535 505 with 
Gary Newborn 730 Nancy 
Roberts. 1030 Dave Barrett's 
Phone-In with the Mkfoight Psy- 
chic 230 - 630 Mike Dickin 
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SKY PREMIER 

. ®4J5 A Christmas Carol (1984) 

• ■ - (27B78856). aoo Legend of the Ruby 

Silver (1996) (75092). 10.00 Fast Do No 
Harm (997) (34672). 12lOO Problem 
Child 2 (1991) (98943) 2.00 Legend of 
the Ruby Slver (1996) (7594^. 4JOO First 
Do No Harm flSe7) (3295) 64M) Problem 
ChiU 2 (S91) (98092) Z30 p: review 
(7127). aOO The Lost World (1997) 
(39412856) See Pick of the Day. 1040 
Donnie Brasco (897) (72958276) 1245 
Lone Star (1996) (82958141) 2^5 RUers 
of the Purple Sage (S96) (813702) 44»5 - 
64)0 Carriers (1997) (263344) 

SKY MOVIEMAX 

ZOO E News Wfeek In Review (25585) 
Z30 Action Heroes (99932). £LOO Movie 
Magic (87653) 9JOO Jutes Vemals 800 
Leagues down the Amazon (1994) (97214) 
ttOO Spy Hard (1996) (64108) LOO E 
l News Vlteek in Review (24856) L30 
T Action Heroes (8815011) See Pick of the 
Day. 245 Movie Magic (3364383) aoo 
Jules V&me's 800 Leagues down the 
Amazon R994) (89566) 5JH) Malafca 
(1997) (80363) ZOO Spy Hard (1996) 
(49491) aOO YbungUood (1986) (68653) 
TLOO Hostile Intent (697) (60950) 1200 
Masquerade (1988) (776870) 205 One 
Hot Summer Night (1997) (5777667) 345 
■ 6-00 Hanussen (1988) 032798528) 
SKY CINEMA 

TLOO The Hustler (1961) (ZT5B672) 145 
World for Ransom (1954) (85231566) 240 
Abandon Ship (1957) (31466092) 4.15 Ad- 
vise and Consent (1962) (73504566) 

230 Mr and Mrs Smith (B41) (3465498) 
200 The Man Who Woutd Be King (1975) 
(78445160) 1045 Crimes and Mbde- 
meanora (1989) (9619721) I24» The 
Naked Runner (t967) (8^7865) L45 
Monsieur Beaucatre (®46) (4027122) 

3JZO The Husfler (1961) (B6404899) 230 
Oosa 

FILMFOUR 

200 Godzla vs King Ghldorah (1991) 
(7784383) 200 Before Sunrise (1995) 
(7796108) 10J» Twelve Monkeys (®9E) 
£8298473) 1240 La Jetee (1962) 
>598126) 12-40 Salon Kitty (1976) 
(9060851) 240 The Craw (1994) 
(B4467967) 4L45 - 200 Short Attention 
Span Cinema (5834073) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

4A0 Battle for the Skies (6078818) 200 
A Century of Vtarfare (1823295) 200 A 
Century of Warfare (4331030) ZOO 
Ocean Cities (9758566) 200 Storm 
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MANY SEQUELS disappoint, 
but Tbe Lost World: Jurassic 
Park (8pm Sky Premier, right) 
exceeds expectations, if only 
because in tbe years since the 
first outingi the special effects 
have become even more breath- 
taking. Jeff Goldblum (from the 
original) and Julianne Moore 
lead the human battle against 
rampaging dinosaurs in Steven 
Spielberg's satellite premiere. 

He has made forays into art- 
house territory with films such 


as The Man Without a Face 
and Hamiet, try as he might to 
escape it, Mel Gibson win always 
be known as an action man, as 
today’s profile. Action Heroes 
(1.30pm Sky Mo vie max), ably 
proves. Although he can play a 
quiet hard man like Mad Max 
Rockatansky with conviction, 
he is at his most popular as a 
rabble-rousing anti-hero in films 
such as Lethal Weapon and 
Braveheart. 

Jambs Hampton 
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Force (9767214) 9 .00 Snow Coaches 
(9TO745Q) tOkOO Forensic Detectives 
(9757837) TLOO A Century of Warfare 
(6585473) tZXIO A Cen&xy of Warfare 
(3351325) -LOO Weapons ot War 
(2944306) 3LOO Closa 

SKY ONE 

ZOO Bump In the Night (49459- 7.30 
Street Sharks (19934) 200 The 
Adventures of Sinbad (87547) 200 The 
Simpsons (94566) 230 Garfield and 
Friends (38498) 104)0 Xena: Warrior 
Princess (15108) tu» World Wresting 
Federation Live Wire (28672) 1200 
World Wresting Federation Shot Gun 
(11721) 100 The New Adventues ot 
Superman (37769) 2JD0 Americas 
Dumbest Criminals (7834) 2J3Q 
America^ Dumbest Criminate (3924) 

3.00 Gufltyt (40769) 4 jOO Star Trek: 
Deep Space Mne (29276) 5 jOO Star 

Trek: Vbyager (4491) 6JD0 Xena- Warrior 
Princess (17905) 7JOO The Simpsons 
(1450) 730 The Simpsons (TTO) 200 
JAG (70488) 200 FHm: Big Trouble ki 
Littie CKna (1986) (43025721) W.45 Beat 
the Crusher (431837) tL45 showbiz 
Weekly (282363) 1245 The Big Easy 
(445561) 145 Fire (4310739. SOS ■ 200 
Long Play (H294306) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

200 H20 (46653) 230 Euopean Tour 
Goff - Hdneken Classic (823214) 9JJ0 
Racing News (90837) 1200 NFL Super 
Bowl XXXI Preview (34760) 10J0 
Ghetto Wortt Sport Special (52189) tUXI 


Max Ftower (60672) 12.00 Gi*ette Soccer 
Saturday (3201295) SJ30 Fbotbal Scrap- 
book @5382) ZOO BudwBser Basketball 
@2653) 200 Saturday Fight Night 
(34046) 1UOO Spanish Footbal (42059) 
14H> European Tour Golf (8296871^ 200 
- 200 Sabxday Fight Mght (72431) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

200 Moto-plus (4260566) 230 H20 
(2959496) ZOO Aerobics (9121450) Z30 
Racteg News (9140585) 200 Soccer AM 
(757B0H) 12 JM) World Tenpin Bawflng 
Masters (7152301) IjOO MFL Supar Bowl 
XXXB Preview (9120721) *L30 Rugby 
Union: Tetfeyfe Bitter Cup (2858301) 4L00 
Max Power (2266672) 200 Euopean 
Tour Goff - Heteeken Classic (7142585) 
200 Ford Golf USA (7133837) H00 in- 
ternational Cricket South Africa vs West 
Indies @930547) IjOO Rugby Union Up- 
date Tstteyb Bitter Cup Fifth Round 
@738122) 230 • 200 Cricket (29276B) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

200 Hold the Back Page @7559214) 
200 Internationa Cricket South Africa vs 
WbsI favfles @2225585) 1230 Second 
Innings @8561721) LOO international 
Cricket South Africa ve West hefes 
(BW18127) 4L30 NFL Super Bawl XXXJB 
Preview (42^7837) 200 Snooker 
(76026127) 1200 Ru^jy Union: Tedeyls 
Bitter Cup @0182058) 1130 M=L Super 
Bowl XXXI Preview (13366568) 1200 
Oosa 

EUROSPORT 

Z30 Snowboardng (46093. SjOO Bob- 


sieigh ( 47943 ) 200 Ski Jumping 
(B152585) 245 Bobsleigh (866209^. 
10J30 Tennis (59360) 1230 k» Scatteg 
(4932301) 4L00 Bobstei^i @634) 230 
Ski Jumping (t5296) 200 Luge (97740) 
ZOO Ice Skating (47721) 200 Dancing 
(93363) TLOO Aerobics (43906) 1200 
Booting (79702) too Close. 

UK GOLD 

7JOO Angsts @785671) Z30 Neighbors 
(89308194) 9J25 Dales (30245450) 1240 
EastEndars (47295363) 34)0 The BI 
(28096382)225 ButtWHas (7980301) 
205 FHm: North Sea Hfcck (1960) 
(10729092) 200 The Detectives 
(228205% 240 Carrot tte Commercial 
Breakdown 3 (79077653) 9^15 The Thin 
Btoe Une (3703059) 104S5 One Foot in 
the Grave (2661450) 1105 Monty 
Python* Flying Circus (3408127) tlAS 
The Man from Auntie (3181943) 12.25 
French and Saunders @719509) 105 
The Man from Auntie (3388493) 1*0 
Yas, Mbifeter (TB5986) 245 Open Al 
Hoirs (7716967) 34W - ZOO Shopping 
(2177696) 

LIVING 

200 Tiny and Crew (49123769) 220 
Phflbert (29009856) 630 Johnson and 
Friends @4807672) 245 Tny Tates 
(17231189) 250 Fofca Dot (17245382) 
ZOO Practical Parenting @505924) Z05 
10 plus 2 (6679634) Z20 Bedtime Stories 
(5585160) Z25 Tny and Crew *98 
@524059) 740 CaHcu @419498) Z3S 


Bug Alert (6559634) 735 Parenting 
(6023450) 200 Greedysaurus 
(6356295) 8475 Tny and Crew 
@355566) 840 Phttwt (3893108) 845 
Fofea Dot @006214) 8 J 0 Tiny Tales 
(774945(4. 235 Tny and Crew (8190160) 
250 Parenting @623030) 205 Cant 
Cook, Worii Cook (7765498) 235 
Ready. Steady, Cook @968360) 1040 
Maury Powch @013943) 1100 Living Is- 
sues @636450) 1130 Roseame Show 
@644479) 124)0 Entertainment Nowl 
(2224568) VL30 LA Law (57BB0Q2) 
34)0 FDin: Song of Bemadede (1943) 
(4604914) 64)0 FHm: MSon Dollar Ba- 
bies (1994) (7830059) 200 Rescue 9T1 
@459059)230 Beyond Befief (8438566) 
200 Jerry Springer (7801547) 114)0 The 
Sex Fites (3954160) 124)0 Closa 

TNT 

200 Welcome to Hard Tmes (1967) 
(40550498) 114)0 Zigzag (1970) 
(21745904) 1.00 Feariass Vampire KHers 
(1967) (21703948) 34X) Welcome to Hard 
Titles (1967) (94332716) 54)0 Close. 

PARAMOUNT 
COMEDY CHANNEL 

ZOO Cteetess @382) Z30 Grace under 
Fib (1721) 200 Roseame (7030) BJ3Q 
Newsrado (3837) 94)0 Cybffl (TfTW) 
230 Seinfeid (12059) 404)0 FHm: 

Purple Rose of Cairo (1985) @4059) TL30 
Larry Sanders (21295) 124)0 Duckman 
@4493) 1230 Meant Lot (70702) 14)0 
Comedy Store (27832) 130 Club Class 
@4851) 24)0 Dr Katz @7509) 2-30 Soap 
(79344) 34)0 Tbs and Fibs (47696) 

34)0 r^ghtstand (60696) 44)0 Closa. 

GRANADA PLUS 

64)0 Jason King (9992585) ZOO Boots*? 
and Snudge (5646419) Z30 Leave It to 
Charfla @191504) 84H) Hoidhg the Fort 
(5144450) 8 JO Mrtd Vbur Language 

@143721) 200 Mission: bnpossbte 
@058585) 104)0 The Persuaders 
@858128) 1L00 Man in a Suitcase 
(7834452) 124)0 The Bounder @154837) 
12-30 Emmerdate (3484856) 3JH) 
Bonanza (7844566) 44H) The l-Sgh 
Chaparral (7856301) 54H> Hawaii Rve-O 
@894479) 200 The Ftersuaders 
@803924) 700 Wsskn : Imposstote 
(52/8818) 64)0 The Return of Sherlock 
Holmes (5285566) 200 □ CO 
(5298030) 104)0 The Odd Couple 
(5155566) 1030 Hogarts Heroes 
@164214) itOO As Granada Men & Mo- 
tors untl 2X)0am (482390^. 24)0 Closa 
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BBC1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 England except: « 15^ 

Euopean Cup Rugby Bufld-up @6148276) 
9.23 Rugby Lteion - European Ci*3 RrtaJ 
(469295) 225 Newsfrie (8051856) 1t45 
European Cup Rugby Spedal Ulster v 
Colomiers (12S740) 12^0 Hm:30lB a 
Dangerous Age, Cynthia. Dudley Moore 
as nightclub pianist Fk^iart Street 
desperate to achieve his twin ambitions - 
to write a musical and to get merited-; 1 n 
the six weeks remaining before his 30m 
birthday. Modsh, moderately j^u^ng 
Swinging ’60s comedy. @451561) 200 
Top of the Pops @494122) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 England except: i *40 
Afternoon Sportscene 
t 4 . Reporting Scotland (BCS1856) 

■ A . S portscme - Match at toe Day (3800011) 

- T BBC1 WALES 

As BBC1 England except: 4^0 

Final Score @693092) 4 -SSVtoteson 
Saturday - the Rssulte (9612127) 535 
ViteJea on Saturday (1585059) IL*® 
Snooker (BT1058) IZ-^RmrThe 
Grissom Gang (46717509) 2 J 0 As BBCI 
(4298073) g w Tennis - the Australian 
Open (71810325) 


ANGUA 

As LWT except: 1230 Pirate TV 
(78092) 14)5 ArqBa News and Weather 
(94038059) 1410 Champions of the 
Future @5833924) 240 Countdown to 
Tomorrow (2443653) 34)5 Flm: The Bl 
Cosby Mystery Movie 54)5 

AngKa News and Snort (2728672) 240 
News; Wsekend ‘ 


Box Office America J73ra6ta 230 
World Fbotbal (98041239) MO CDUK 
(8681141) 4^45 Soundtrax (88954326) 
4J55 rrv Mghtscreen (1202561) 

CENTRAL 

As LWT except: 12J30 Premiere 

iS^itrai News and WBather 


I Earty EtWori (9453030) 
2L30 Flm: Coal Mners Daughter. Oscar 
winner Sbsy Spacek as Kentucky country 
music star Loretta Lyna standing by her 
man Tbrrmy Lee Jones in sturdy bopta. 
(48685382) 54)5 Central News, Weather 
and Goals Extra (2728672) 240 News; 

assa sjo 

gStflght Asia @« 86 ) 

HTV WALES 

As LWT except: 12410 Movies, 

(£mes and Videos (78092) tOONare 
Headlines; National Weather @4099*0 


14)5 HTV News (94038050) 140 Frau 
TV (65833901) 240 Airwotf (2443653) 
34W seaQuest DSV (2743382) 253 
RoboCop @439127) SOS HTV Wales 
News and Sprat (2728672) 2J55 Bax 
Office America (7373615) 330 World 
Football @8241239) 3J»0 CD UK 
@881141) 4^45 Soundtrax @8954325) 
40 s rrv Mghtscreen (1202561) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 1Z30 

Sportsweek (78092) too News; Wbather 
(94099160) 1410 Movies. Games and 
Videos @5833924) 240 PirateTV 
. 240 The Maklna of the 
(801547^.54)5 HTV West News 
(2728672) 240 News 
s; National Weather (269924) 

MERIDIAN 

As LWT except: 1240 Dinosaurs 
(78092) 14)5 Meridten News and 
Mfeather @4038059) L40 Champions of 
the Future (65833924) 240 Pirate TV 
(22656498) 2^0 Flm: Tha One The! Got 
Away Hardy Kruger, British dnamefe 

favouite German In thB 19508, as 

Luftwaffe plot Rranz won Wwra, captured 
after crashing near an RAF station n 
S40, Srrtrwiglv arrogant, he bets the 
interrogating officer that he wS Bffect an 


escape within six months (65964498) 
54)5 Meridan News (272867^. 2J55 Box 
Office America (7373615) 340 World 
Football (98341239) 34(0 CD UK 
@681141) 4^*5 Soundtrax (88954325) 
44(5 nv Mghtscreen (1202561) 
WESTCOUNTRY 
As LWT except: 12410 Movies. 

Games and Videos (78092) 14)5 
Westcountry News @4038050) L40 
Dinosaurs (65833924)240 Flm: Murder 
by the Book. Meek-mannered mystery 
writerb alter ego helps hhi solve a 
mutter case Involving a damsel In 
dstressand a fake antiques scam. 
FbnciM crime caper remained unreteased 
tor over a year. Wth Robert Hays . 
Catherine Mary Stewart (340721) 34*5 
TmeCop @439127) 54)5 Wasteountry 
News (2728672) 8L40 News; Weekend 
Weather (26£^4) 2-55 Bax Office 
America (7373615) 34H) World Footbal 
@8241239) 3450 CO UK (8681141). 44S 
Soundtrax (88954325) ITv 
Mghtscreen (1202561) 

YORKSHIRE 

As LWT axe opt: 124)0 Dinosaurs 
(78093. 14)5 HeatAnes @4038059) SOS 
Calendar News Haadlnes (8026ffiQ) 540 
Goals Extra @921030) 



TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 14)5 North 
East News and Weather @4038059) 54)5 
North East News and Weather @026160) 
540 FuaTme (5921030) 

S4C 

As Charmef 4 except: SOS 
Newydrflon @3308586) 540 Y Owb 
_ Z 45 Newyddon a 

@3104382) 84)0 Mard Gras 
94)0 0 Fiaen Dy Lygaid 
104)0 FBm: Tbrai Tbra! Toral. 
Events teadng to the Japanese ab attack 
on Pearl Harbour. The poetical and 
mStary bunging on both sktes Is taltftfuty 
recorded and the attack itself is an 
astonishing dsplay of explosive 
destruction With Martin Balsam Jason 
Robards. (40075189) 12.25 4 Later: 
ExptaitJca - Sci-fi Mutants (57650702) 
12455 4 Later I Married a Strange 
Person @5516290) 240 Flm: 4 Later The 
Curious Dr Hunp*. Adult sci-fi tale about 
robot-Du monsters who abduct humans 
for the crazy Dr Hump, whose aphrocfisiac 
rormuia tuns them Into sex machines. 

With Ricardo Bauteo, Gloria PraL 
(30312696) 34(0 4 Later Fbp-Up Video 
@1609851) 445 NYPD BkW @4(B37tJ2) 
SJO Close. 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 

CHESS 


WHEN THE two best players in tbe 
world play each other it’s worth tak- 
ing notice, even if the game itself ap- 
pears rather slight VIswanathan 
Anand held Gary Kasparov as Black 
in the 10th round at Wijk aan Zee on 
Thursday with apparently effortless 
ease; but beneath the surface a 
drama burned, much of it before the 
game had even begun. 

Meanwhile, Vladimir Kramnik 
played a long clean technical game 
eventually to grind down Timman 
and move up on Anand's shoulder 
just half a point a drift; and Ivan 
Sokolov, with confidence' replen- 
ished after a fine victory against 
Kasparov, won his second game in 
a row against Loek Van Welv. 

With just three rounds to go. the 
scores were Kasparov 8, Anand 7, 
Kr amnik 6.5, Ivanchuk and Svidler 
5.5, Sokolov. Shirov. Piket and Top- 
olov 5, Timman 4.5, Kasim dzhanov 
and Yermolinsky 3.5 and Reinder- 
man 2. And though Kasparov faced 
a reasonably tough finish with 
Kramnik. Svhfier and Timman while 
Anand had Topatin 1 , Van Wely and 
Yermolinsky, it would be a brave 
man indeed who bet against Kas- 
parov winning outright 

In the diagram, Anand had 
played 14 ...g6 against Miguel 
Dlescas in the sixth game of their 
match in Leon last year and after 
15 Rxe7 Qxe? 16 Bg5 Qd6 17 Qd4 
Nh5 IS Nxd5 Nc6! he beat off the at- 
tack and won. But Anand himself 
says that two hours beforehand, his 
second, Elizbar Ubilava, told him 
there was a huge gap in that line. 

It certainly isn't obvious; even 
armed with this information, I can't 
immediately see what he's on about 
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But presumably Kasparov too had 
found the weakness and so Anand 
took evasive action: “Fbrtunately, I 
had a cop-out line. The only thing 
that worried me was that I hadn’t 
had the time to check it But it 
worked out all right" 

Kasparov spent some time trying 
to refute 14 ...Nc6 and then settled 
for a draw. Of course not 15 ...Qxc7? 
16 Nxd5 Nxd5 17 Qxh7 mate. At the 
end 22 . ..Rb8 23 Ne7+ Kh8 24 QxdB 
Rxdg 25 NxcB RdxcS 26 Rxa6 Rxb2 
is dead equal but not 22 .. .Ra7? 23 
Qe3! winning material. 

White: Gary Kasparov 
Black: Viswanathan Anand 
Queen's Gambit Accepted 


Id4d5 

13 d5 exd5 

2c4dxc4 

14 Qd3 (see 

3 Nft a6 

diagram) Nc6 

4 e3 e6 

15 BcT Qd7 

5 Bxc4 c5 

16 Ne5 Nxe5 

6 0-ONfc 

17 Bxe5 g6 

7 Bb3 Cxd4 

18 Bxffi Bxf6 

8 exd4 Nc6 

19 Nxd5 Bg7 

9 Nc3 Be7 

20 a4 bxa4 

lORel 0-0 

21 Bxa4 Qd8 

11 Bf4 Na5 

22 Bc6 

!2Bc2b5 



BRIDGE 

ALAN Hi RON 


BOTH NORTH and East had excit- 
ing plans in mind for developing the 
bidding on this deal when South 
opened One Spade, but neither was 
given much scope when West over- 
called with Fbur Hearts. A double, 
followed by a totally accurate de- 
fence, via a trump promotion, could 
have led to a penalty of 1,100 points 
but North decided to go for the big 
money by raising to Six Spades. 
That kept East quiet As the play 
developed. South made two bad 
errors - can you spot them both? 

First, the events at the table. 
West led *7 K against the slam and 
dummy's ace was ruffed - the first 
setback. East returned a low dia- 
mond and, forced to finesse. South 
breathed a sigh of relief when 
dummy’s ten won. With the general 
plan of ruffing his losing dubs on 
the table, declarer cashed ♦A, 
came to hand with the king of 
trumps, ruffed a dub, returned to 
♦ Q, and trumped another dub. At 
this point South could ruff a heart 
in hand and draw the last trump but 
this would have left him with a los- 
ing diamond. Accordingly he 
repeated the diamond finesse, but 
now West was able to ruff and 
defeat the contract When you think 
about it it was not a very good 
plan, for as West had already shown 
up with three spades, seven hearts, 
a diamond and two clubs, there 
was not much room for a second 
diamond... 


North-South game; dealer South 
North 

♦A J 9 5 
CA8632 
<^J 10 4 

*A 

West 

East 

♦ 863 

♦ 2 

TKQJ 

10 95 4 'v'none 

07 

0 K 9 8 5 3 2 

*JS 

*Q 10 9 5 42 

South 

♦ KQ 1074 
<?7 

0AQ6 


*K763 


Declarer's first mistake lay in 
playing <TA at trick 1. After allow- 
ing West’s ^K to win, he can ruff 
another heart lead and now has 
plenty of time to draw trumps and 
la ter fin esse in diamonds. Later, as 
the play had started and the dia- 
mond finesse had succeeded, a 
dummy reversal would have avert- 
ed the danger of the second (and 
fatal! ruff. He should have ruffed a 
heart in hand at trick three, 
crossed to ♦ A, and ruffed another 
heart Dummy is re-entered with a 
trump and a third heart ruffed. 
Now South can overtake his last 
spade in dummy, draw West's 
remaining trump and, with the lead 
on the table, finesse safely in dia- 
monds to land his contract 


Concise Crossword 


Ncl 3833 Saturday 30 January 



ACROSS 

I Sheep (4) 

3 Plenitude (S) 

9 Plump (5) 

10 Flightless bird (7) 

II Newspaper (3) 

13 Person using violent 
methods for political 
ends (9) 

14 Problem (6)- 
16 Inequitable (6) 

15 Ibol for burning off paint 

20 finish (31 

22 Italian wine (7) 

23 Cutting utensil (5) 

25 Musical show (S) 

26 Sense (4) 


DOWN 


Go in (5) 
Decline (3) 
Arbiter (6) 
English cty{7) 
Make dear (9) 


Statesman (7) 

8 Small island (4) 

12 Endow with superficial 
attraction (9) 

14 Ggarette ingredient (7) 

15 Understanding (7} 

17 Painter etc (6) 

19 Ramble (4) 

21 Reside (5) 

24 Anger (3) 


SolBtfen to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 



5 Erased Seemly, 7 Cotim. 13 Braude. 16 ailing, 17 \t(hnn,19Gh re , 5 

Ignore, 22 Recta. 24 Puny. 
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Do the PEP quickstep 

They are being replaced in weeks, but personal equity plans can still make sense. By Tony Lyons 

T here are now 
just two months 
left in which to 
take out a per- 
sonal equity 
plan. Time is 
mnnirte out be- 


Bargain Hunter 


T here are now 
just two months 
left in which to 
take out a per- 
sonal equity 
plan. Time is 
running out be- 
• nSore they are replaced in April 
JJv individual savings accounts. 
^ Bui in view of the volatility 
of the stockmarket. if you 
haven't already invested in a 
PEP in the current financial 
year, should you do so now? 

Certainly, if you are a tax- 
payer, especially if you pay 
higher rate tax, the answer is 
yes. Any financial adviser will 
tell you that PEPS are for long- 
term investors, those prepared 
to wait five years or longer be- 
fore cashing in. Over almost all 
five-year periods since the end 
of the First World War, equities 
have outperformed all other 
homes for investment The abO- 
-T^o shelter £6.000 in a general 
PEP and £3,000 in a single-com- 
pany PER free of capital gains 
tax, and to receive back half the 
income taken in tax after 5 
April is very worthwhile. 

It used to be that all PEPs 
were free of income tax, but the 
rule change in the last budget 
will halve the advanced corpo- 
ration tax - the tax charged on 
company profits - that can be 
reclaimed to 10 percent for five 
years. After this year, PEP 
managers will not be able to re- 
claim any of this income foryou. 

While this may make PEPs 
marginally less attractive, it 
still makes them an ideal home 
for long-term investment 
However even takinga long- 
term view, should you be in- 
vesting in equities with many 
^alysts expecting share prices 
-fCfaH? “Don't worry too much 
about timing,” says Ann Davis 
of Fidelity. “Obviously it is bet- 
ter to buy when prices are low. 



Don’t miss the boat; there are only three months before PEPs are replaced by individual savings accounts 


but leave the timing to the pro- 
fessionals, the hind managers." 

“Never try to second-guess 
the market” advises Roddy 
Kohn, of Knhn Cougar inde- 
pendent financial advisers. 
“Just a couple of years ago, 
many were saying that the UK 
market was too high when the 
FTSE 100 was standing around 
the 3,400 level. We all know what 
happened since then." 

At the moment the short- 
term risks are higher than 
usual. So decide what type of 
investor you are. If you are pre- 
pared for a high risk, then you 
should not delay your purchase 


of PEPs in the hope that prices 
wig drift lower. You might as 
well plunge into equities now. 

Already many of the leading 
groups are making tempting 
offers. M&G, for example, will 
give you as much as £200, while 
other groups, such as Mer- 
cury, will cut their initial 
charges by 2 per cent 


It is not the time to be 
splashing out on emerging 
market investments, even if 
they may show strong recovery 
later on. It is better to concen- 
trate cm the UK and Europe. 
The latter is one of the few sec- 
tors favoured fay most advisers, 
getting a boost as it will from 
the recent introduction of the 


The Independent is offering readers a free “Guide to 
PEPs", sponsored by Scottish Widows Fund 
Management, with advice on the types of PEPs 
available, charges, and a fist of leading PEP managers 
and numbers. Call 0345 678910 to get your free copy 


euro, lb capitalise on this, Scot- 
tish TO dews has just launched 
a new Euroland Trust that can 
be “Pepped". This will concen- 
trate on the ll members of the 
EU’s monetary union “which 
has a population greater than 
the USA, but [whose! stock- 
markets are undercapitalised 
by comparison," says Jamie 
MacLeod, of Scottish Widows 
Rind Management The group 
believes that equity investment 
will increase in appeal and that 
continental pension funds, with 
a much larger single, home 
market, will be investing more 
in shares than they used to. And 


Pension giants fall out over 
quote manipulation claims 

Are you being misled over your pension? Sun Life fears you might be. By Paul Slade 


PERSONAL PENSION giants 
Kke Standard Life are manipu- 
their quotes to produce 
cfcaacts which look good on 
papec but give many cus- 
tomers a poor deal. 

That’s the charge from Axa 
Sun life, which accuses rivals 
of artificially boosting the 
transfer values they offer. 
These show the amount you 
would get if you stopped your 
premiums early and took the 
money in your pension to 
another company. But Axa 
Sun Life research shows that 
only about 15 per cent of peo- 
ple who stop their premiums 
early take this route. Tne 
other 85 per cent leave the 
fond where it is, turning their 
pension into what insurers 
call a paid-up policy (PUP*- 

Concentrating on transfer 
values alone therefore lets 
some companies sell pensions 
by pointing to high transfer 
values, knowing very few cus- 
tomers will ever take them up 
in practice. Companies namea 
by Axa Sun life as offenders in- 
clude Standard life. Scottish 
Amicable, Clerical Medical and 
wwich Union. , 

f^AXA Sim Life business de- 
Wopment manager 
Sieve Burgess say* Some 
companies are cynically ma 


nipulating their figures so they 
look good on a standard quote." 

But Standard life pensions 
marketing manager Andrew 
Black denies the charge. He 
says: u In general terms, con- 
tracts offering good transfer 
values also offer good PUP mat- 
urity values. They’re not iden- 
tical but there's a strong link." 

The effect of switching from 
transfer values to PUP matu- 
rity values can be dramatic, 
however. If you take the exam- 
ple of a 25-year pension, with 
premiums of £200 a month, and 
look at which one produces 

the best transfer value after one 

year Clerical Medical tops a list 
of 12 leading companies. Look 


Compare m 

aerial Medial 
Scottish Mutual 
Norwich Union 
Friends Provident 
CGU 

Scottish Amiable 
Scottish Equitable 
Standard Lire 

Royal fi Sun AHIan« 

Scottish Widows 
Legal & General 
Sun Life 


Ranking 
Plan Plan 

transferred paid up 

1 12 

2 11 


instead at which company pro- 
duces the best PUP maturity 
value, and Clerical Medical 
drops to the veiy bottom of the 
table (see left). 

Nigel Chambers, deputy 
managing director at IFAs 
Johnstone Douglas, warns that 
customers can have other high 
early transfer values or high 
maturity values, but not both. 

He says: “Insurers can collect 
their charges early and have - 
as Sun Life has - a higher 
maturity value. Or they do as 
Standard life does and take a 
level charge all the way through, 
which gives you lower maturity 
values. Ybu can't do both." 

Nearly 30 per cent of people 
with a regular premium per- 
sonal pension stop their pay- 
ments in the first four years. 
Whichever option you choose 
when stopping, you cannot take 
the pension’s benefits until it 
matures at retirement age. 

The regulators demand that 
pension companies quote both 
transfer value payouts and foil 
maturity values. These appear 
on the key features documents 
which all customers receive. 
PUP maturity values can be in- 
cluded, but thoe is no obfigation. 

AXA Sun Life plans to lobby 
for PUP maturity values also to 
be made compulsory. Burgess 



The Sun Life Centre in Bristol -centre of a pensions storm 


says: “The only figures shown 
on the quote are the transfer 
value and the full maturity 
value. What they don’t show are 
the PUP maturity values." 

Once again, Black does not 
agree. He claims customers 
would simply be confused if 
faced with three different fig- 
ures: “Eariy transfer values 
and full maturity values illus- 
trate the bulk of the story. They 
bring out what I think are the 
key messages. It’s a question of 
balance, and of choosing the 
right amount of information." 

FUU maturity values assume 


you will continue premiums 
throughout the pension's term. 
PUP maturity values show 
what happens if you stop after 
a given number of years. 

Chambers thinks the Gov- 
ernment’s plans to bring in 
new low-cost stakeholder pen- 
sions could lead to high eariy 
transfer values backfiring on 
companies offering them. AXA 
Sun Life has its own axe to grind 
in this particular row. The com- 
pany’s Lifestyle range of per- 
sonal pensions, launch ed on 14 
January, is built round provid- 
ing high PUP maturity values. 
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to entice new investors, the ini- 
tial charge has been reduced 
from 5 to 3 per cent during the 
introductory offer period. 

If you are more risk averse 
and worried about where share 
prices are heading, then there 
are a number of protected 
funds available from groups 
such as Close and Barclays B2. 
One of the most popular is also 
from Scottish Widows. Called 
the SafetyPlus PEP the under- 
lying unit trust grew4i percent 
to £2 02m in the last quarter of 
1998. While its price can be 
raised at any time, it can only 
be reduced once a year. When 
you buy, you know that during 
the coming year the minimum 
it will be worth is 95 per cent of 
your PEP investment 

For anyone needing income, 
or who wants to take minimal 
risks, corporate bonds should 
be considered. As they invest in 
government gilts and loan 
stock issued by the best British 
companies, the income gener- 
ated remains tax free. Instead 
of taking the income, you can 
accumulate it within the PEE 
But remember; as these are not 
equity investments, they are 
likely to show lower growth 
rates over the long term. 

Don't forget that so long as 
you invest your PEP money 
before 5 April, you can always 
change the investment vehicle 
later on. While no new money 
will be allowed into PEPs after 
that date, transfers will still be 
allowed. This means that you 
can invest in a low-risk PEP 
now; if markets settle or you 
feel less nervous about them, 
change the underlying fund 
later on. Most transfers within 
the same management group 
are usually done free of charge 
or for minimal costs, although 
these may be higher if moving 
to a new management group. 




Property of the week 

Three for one 

YOU GET two for the price of one with this property in 
Great Moulton, 12 miles from Diss, in Norfolk, an easy 
drive from the coast and the Broads. Barn Meadow and 
Carpenter’s Cottage share six acres of formal and 
informal gardens, including an orchard and arboretum. 
In fact, it’s almost three for tbe price of one, as 
Carpenter's was originally two cottages under a 
thatched roof (now pantiled). Both properties have 
been recently restored and extended. Offers around 
£225,000 to Strutt & Parker (01603 617431). 

Rosalind Russell 

Car of the week 

Grand offer 

USED CAR sales are still going strong and some of tbe 
UK’s biggest car supermarkets have mass-market cars 
that are now very cheap. Concept Car Supermarkets 
have branches in Cannock, Chertsey, Southampton, 
Manchester and Glasgow (0800 9807127). They are 
offering up to £1,000 off certain models. A selection of 
N-regiatered Ford Mondeo 1.8 LX automatics with a 
sticker price of £4,995 have now been reduced to a 
much more reasonable £3,995. Just as important, there 
are some attractive finance terms. 

James Ruppebt 

Deal of the week 

Performance for a price 

PERPETUAL, ONE of the country’s most respected fund 
managers, has launched its first pension contract Its 
charges are on the high side. Fbr every £100 put in, £5 
comes off in an initial charge. The contract also 
charges £24 a year in admin fees and up to 1.5 per cent 
a year in fond management charges. It also offers the 
chance to take a payment holiday without penalty. If 
Perpetual can repeat the glittering returns of the past 
and savers keep up the contract for decades, not years, 
the charges fade into insignificance. Available through 
independent financial advisers. 

ANDREW VERITY 


♦ F^HMitprf yfM dfaai b u UMtffPMhiamfw^lwcawl and r wimptlrm yield 7a%p>fOTiiiimMot 111 m fdtmnUH 
ytekfa will my ad op to data figure* are available an request at tbe number betout "Tlie dealing spread milUM 
as at 1LUL98. The M&G High Yield Corporate Band Fanil Is managed by MGcG Securities limited (regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority and IMHO). M&G do not offer investmeai advice or make any recommendations about Investments. 
We only promote tbe podusjed products and services of the M&C marketing group. The tax regime of PEPs and KAa may 
cbtroge, cmd die value of the tax benefits will depend on the tatfe-lAtal arcuinstnnns cf tbe invests*. The price of units and 
the inajme from them am go down as well as up. you may not get bade as much as you Invested. Issued by M&G Financial 
Services limited (regulated by the Persona] Investment Authority!. M&C House. Victoria Rood. Cheimrfowl 041 1FB. 


The Good Buy PEP from M&G 
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Choose the M&G High Yield Corporate Bond PEP for 
your last-ever PEP and you’ll be going out on a high. 
Tbe current tax free yield is an impressive 7.8%* and there's 
even some potential for capital growth. What's more, there's 
no Initial charge** and no withdrawal fee afterS years. 

Investing in bonds issued by medium sized and fast- 
growing companies, and drawing on the skills of our award 
winning fixed interest investment' team, this exciting 
PEP Fund offers a higher yield than traditional corporate 
bond funds, but lower risk than stockmarket investments. 

And there’s another valuable benefit. Invest £1,000 or 
more in unit trusts through the M&G PEP before 5th 
April this year, and you will qualify for a voucher worth 
up to £200 to use when you invest in a new M&G ISA 
in the 1999/2000 tax year. 

Make sure your PEP investments go out on a high - 
call now for details and application forms. 



**168,6 Is oh» of 
the UK’s most 
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A problem shared. . . 

financial Makeover 

* 

NAMES: EDMUND AND JUDITH HUGHES AGES: 31 AND 34 OCCUPATIONS: RESEARCH ENGINEER AND SENIOR NURSE 



Fteeling the squeeze: Edmund and Judith Hughes Russell Sadis 


E dmund and Judith live 
in Hampshire and 
married last year. 
They are both em- 
ployed, Edmund as a 
university research 
engineer and Judith as a senior 
nurse. Having got the savings for the 
wedding and new home out of the 
way they now feel that they need to 
organise their personal finances. 

They are particularly concerned 
about pension planning. Both of them 
are members of their employers’ 
schemes: Judith has been in the 
National Health Service Pension 
Scheme since 1986 and Edmund 
joined the Universities Super- 
annuation Scheme in December 1997. 
Their main worry is over Edmund’s 
pension, as his current scheme is the 
only provision he has made. 

The couple have some savings ac- 
counts scattered about, and each has 
a Tessa. They also have srane shares; 
Judith has TTalffag win dfall shares, 
and Edmund holds some “blue 
chips'*. In addition to this, Judith has 
been paying into a low-cost endow- 
ment plan since 1989. They have a re- 
payment mortgage, which is fixed for 
four years, and have taken out a joint 
level term life assurance to cover the 
loan. They save £400 per month to 
fkmd home improvements and holi- 
days, and would like to continue 
this if possible. 

The adviser 

Fiona Price of Fiona Price & Part- 
ners, 33 Great Queen Street Covent 
Garden, London WC2B 5AA. Tele- 
phone 0171-4300366. 

The advice 

Fbra newly married couple, Edmund 
and Judith’s finances are in 
surprisingly good order However, 
here are a few areas which need to 
be addressed. 

As always, the first thing to look 
at is short-term savings. They need 
to build on the amount theycurrently 
have and should aim for at least three 
months’ normal expenditure to cover 
any emergencies. Their savings are 
spread over three accounts and the 
rates on the First Direct high 
interest savings and Nationwide 
monthly savings account are not 
very competitive. 

They should transfer the money 
in these accounts to the Nationwide 
Invest Direct account which is 


paying 5.9 per cent gross (or they 
could considerPrudential's egg sav- 
ings account with a gross interest 
rate of 7.25 per cent currently the 
best rate available, provided they are 
happy to put up with egg's adminis- 
tration problems). 

As for the Tessas, Edmund’s is 
with the Bradford & Bingley and I 
think that he should leave it there. 
Judith might want to consider mov- 
ing her Halifax Tessa to get a better 
rate, as long as there are no penal- 
ties involved 

Investments: I would advise Judith 
to keep her low-cost endowment as 
it has been going for nine years. It 
suits her cautious attitude to risk and 


it would be inadvisable to surrender 
it, as it won't have made much, if any, 
profit There could also be penalties 
on surrender. 

Edmund should keep his shares, 
and I see little point in putting 
them into a PEP It is a small share- 
holding and unlikely to give rise to 
a capita] gains tax problem. And the 
income from PEPs will no longer be 
as tax-efficient, due to the reduction 
in tax credits on dividends. The cost 
of the PEP may outweigh the 
advantages here. 

Protection: Farther. Edmund and 
Judith see protection as a low 
priority. Both of their employers 
provide good levels of sickness 


benefit, so there is veiy little need 
for permanent health insurance 
(PHD - especially for Judith. Then- 
employers' schemes also have in- 
built death benefits which, together 
with the term assurance covering 
their mortgage, are more than ade- 
quate for their needs. 

I would, however, suggest that 
they take out a critical illness plan, 
as extra protection for their home 
loan. This type of insurance pays out 
a lump sum In the event of con- 
tracting certain serious Alnesses, and 
would give them some peace of 
mind if die unthinkable were to hap- 
pen . A suitable plan, covering both 
lives for a sum assured of £100.000, 
costs £35 to £40 a month. 


Pensions: Edmund and Judith have 
said t h«t their main concern is pen- 
sions. Edmund works on a contract 
basis and js Ipffs cfrfa ir f than Judith 
of his future career path. His aim is 
to retire at 65 on the maxim u m 
pension. This would mean that if he 
stayed with the Universities Super- 
annuation Scheme (USSj he would 
have a shortfall in Ins target pension, 
equivalent to &L21Q a year in today’s 
terms. He can make up this short- 
fall by: buying “added years” with- 
in the scheme, making additional 
voluntary contributions to his 
employer’s AVC scheme, or taking 
out a free standing AVC scheme. 

Each one has its pros and cons. 
However on balance an AVC scheme 
would probably be preferable to 
added years. Though a close run 
thing , on balance an AVC would suit 
Edmund’s attitude to investment 
better in a favourable climate. The 
analysis I carried out showed that 
Edmund would have to pay £77 per 
month, before tax relief, to achieve 
his objective. 

Judith has been in the NHS Pen- 
sions Scheme since 1986. She origi- 
nally joined the scheme in 1983, but 
was offered the opportunity by her 
employer to opt out after three 
years’ service and take a return of 
contributions, which she decided to 
do. Though she later opted back in, 
it is a decision she now regrets. 

She is anxious to make up the loss. 
Added to this, she would like to re- 
tire at the age of 55. Fortunatety. as 
she was a manbe* of her scheme be- 
fore 1995. this is her scheme retire- 
ment age. It means that if she 
continues in service until the age of 
55 she will have 34 years’ service, 
and, because it is also her “normal 
retirement age”, she can fond for the 
maximum pension (which is based 
on 40 years’ service). Judith, like 
Edmund, has the same top up 
choices. After completing an analy- 
sis. I suggest that Judith buy added 
years. This will provide her with an 
inflation-proofed pension and is 
compatible with her very cautious 
attitude to risk. 

My calculations show that Judith 
should be able to fund the addition- 
al cost of her pension using her spare 
cash. But she should write to the 
NHS Pensions Agency. f?ving her 
national insurance numbed*) get a 
breakdown of the cost. 


Millions lost to 
the tax moguls 


taxpayers struggling 
with tomorrow’s deadline for 
tax payments might be 
comfo rted to know that 
someone, somewhere in the 
financial world is standing 

up for the tittle guy. That 
^hampfo n of consumer 
rights, the Personal 
Investment Authority, has 
been its muscles. 

This week it was 
Liverpool Victoria, fined a 
record £900,000 for serious 
and widespread failures to 
comply with the rules. 

TNvo weeks ago,, another 
regulator Imro. fined Lloyds 
TSB £425,000 for persistent 

poor management of its unit 
trusts. A large part of the 
problem was down to its 
computer system. 

Right enough. But there 
are some quarters of the 
financial world which lurk 
out of reach of the 
regulatory machine. In this 
customer’s hell, poor 
administration is 
widespread. Customers are 
frequentty overcharged. 

They are never paid interest 
when they’re owed money. 
And they're often forced into 
overdraft. What's more, it’s 
ail done with impunity: The 
culprits’ actions affect our 
finances more intimately 
thpn any unit trust company. 
And yet they are never fined. 
In fact, they fine us. 

Which brings us back to 
the Inlan d Revenue. Hie 
sins of Lloyds TSB have 
been repeated, almost to the 
Iettei; by the Revenue. 
Overcharging, to the tune of 
hundreds of millions of 
pounds, goes unnoticed and 
uncorrected every yean No 
interest is paid when they 
have incorrectly estimated 
your tax liability and take 
months to refund it, though 
officials will slap a surcharge 
plus interest on those of us 
who underestimate. 

This week it emerged that 
the Revenue’s bad admin 
had caused over 800,000 
incorrect tax returns to be 
sent out The returns were 
sent out as part of the 


ANDREW 

VERITY 

Overchargingby the 
Revenue is unnoticed 
and goes ttncornected 
every year , 


Revenue’s “guarantee”, a 
promise to calculate the tax 
of those who got their forms 
in by September 31. The 
calculations were supposed 
to be with taxpayers before 
the end of January 

Unfortunately, when they .- 
arrived, they appeared to 
charge customers double the 
amount they owed. An 
apology letter followed, but 
customers had to work: out, 
according to an obscure 
formula, how much th^y 
really owed So much for the 
guarantee. 

~ Last year the Inland 
Revenue’s tax statements ' 
were even worse - they ' V 
confused credits with debits 
and vice versa. Thousands 
owed refunds by the 
Revenue were fined for non- 
payment Red feces in 
Somerset House all round, ... 
and public apologies -but no 
one was punished. 

It is not as if this is 
confined to the Revenue. 

MPs this week slammed the 
dodgy tednxdogy installed at 
the DSS to administ er 
national insurance.NIERS2, 
the £i00m computer system 
installed tty Andersen . 7 . 
Consulting, had foiled on no . 
less than 1,919 counts. Over . 
17 mini on contributions 
not been processed. ... 
Payments to private pension 
schemes had been delayed ' 
for months - costing scheme 
members some £38m. 

Compared to the private - 
sector; the public part of the 
financial world runs wild. 

But a simple reform would ■ 
do the iriefc interest aisdT T 
sun&aiges for delays,' and a ' 
£IMfine for each codtup. 



GOOD BUY PEPS 


Alas, soon it will be goodbye to PEPs, However, there's still time to invest 
up to £9,000 tax-free. Buy from Chelsea and get a really great deal. As well 
as the PEPs illustrated, we handle all the leading brands. All of which are 
discounted. So far we have given back over £12 million in discounts. 

ISAs also represent a super savings opportunity. Starting April 6, you jwill 
be able to invest up to £7.000 tax free in an equity ISA. And of course 
enjoy the usual Chelsea discounts too! 

Chelsea Financial is a no frills, execution only service for the cost 
conscious Investor and is the UK’s oldest and best discount broker. 

As well as the most respected. 

So make the most of PEPs before April 5. It is literally an unrepeatable offer. 
For more information, call us or return the coupon. 



Chelsea Financial Services 


THE ONE STOP INVESTMENT SHOP . 

Chelsea Financial Services PLC, FREEPOST, 2/1 Harbour Yard, 
Chelsea Harbour, London $W10 0YZ. Tel: 0171 351 6022 
e-mail: info@chelseafs.co.uk 


HXSONAL nVE5TMEHT AUTHORITY If IW POUBT ABOUT YOUR UMSIMCNT NEEDS 
VWJ SHOV10 WIAM E#m ADVKE IHE VALUE OF INVESTMENTS AND ffiE STOW HUM 1N£M CAN Ml U WEIX AS HJX 


To Chelsea Financial Services, FREEPOST, 2/1 Harbour Yard, Chelsea Harbour, London SW10 0Y2. 
I would like to know more about Discounted PEPs. □ Discounted ISAs. □ 

Name 


Address 


i — Postcode - 
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As tile final PEP deadline fast approaches, yon may be 
faced with a key investment question: bow can you benefit from 
tbe excellent tax breaks available through PEPs without patting 
your money at undue risk? 

The answer could be to invest in tbe new Schroder High 
Yield Bond PEP - a PEP (hat aims for high income returns by 
investing primarily in a spread of carefully researched UK bonds. 

Bond lunds are less volatile than equities, but they still offer 
considerably higher interest than most building societies.* 1 

To find oui how you can gain a high, tax-free income, call 
Schroders now on 0800 002 OOO (quoting ref: 03435) or 
return the coupon below to receive your free Schroder High 
Meld Bond PEP information pack. Alternatively, please contact 
your financial adviser. 


Four reasons you 
should invest in the 
Schroder High Yield 
Bond PEP 


Lower risk than equities 
Tax-free income 


Better income returns than 
leading building societies'"' 

Fixed price offer if you 
invest before February 12 


Comp,® ™, FREE Schrpcfcr HW Y«M Bond PEP Won™,™ mri, ... 

S ^ W * n ’ Dept, 0343S FREEPOST LON 7109, London EC4B 4Po. 
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Schroders 

The name that stands for Iona-term m-rfr... 




^ Performance ■■Egg 


call free on 

0800 002 000 

J^^.schroder.co.uk 
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When you invest in tomorrow, 
it’s easy to become history... 

Nasdaq may be the place to spot the next Microsoft, but it’s wise to exercise some old-fashioned caution. By Guy Dennis 


* 



A ccording lo Mau- 
rice Saatehi. the 
guru of advertis- 
ing, good adverts 
are like road signs. 
Road signs name a 
place, say how far 
away it is and point people in a spec- 
ified direction. Likewise, good 
adverts, he points out. supply 
minimal information and people 
follow- them. 

By this definition, the recent ad- 
verts for Nasdaq, the new US stock 
market may be good: they certain- 
ly supply a name and minimal in- 
formation. They present Nasdaq as 
a hi-tech grow- bag for investors’ 
money, using examples of companies 
such as Microsoft. 

However; as with any presenta- 
tion supplying minimal informa- 
tion, they leave many questions 
unanswered, and many viewers 
mystified 

What is Nasdaq? How do you in- 
vest in it? Is doing so a good idea? 
Answers to these questions may not 
make for exciting ad breaks during 
Who Wants to be a Millionaire?, but 
if you are attracted by Nasdaq’s ad- 
verts and want solid investment 
performance, you should look for an- 
swers to these questions, rather than 
the ones read out by Chris Tarrant 
Named after America's NASDS 
- the National Association of Secu- 
rities Dealers. which founded it in 
1971 - Nasdaq is one of the most 
important stock exchanges in the 
world It lists shares in over 5.500 
companies - more than any other 
, .stock market 

y “It's a stock exchange that’s got 
.a huge mixture of companies in it, 
ranging from mega technology 
stocks such as Intel, Microsoft and 
Cisco, to very small American com- 
panies," says Richard Royds, who is 
the managing director of Mercury 
unit trusts. 

It also has some interesting char- 
acteristics. The Nasdaq market is 
not even in place. Trading takes 
place electronically between dealers 
ail aver the world, although it is fa- 
cilitated by a mainframe computer 
in Connecticut 

Yet what really makes Nasdaq 
stand out are its technology com- 
panies - including those mentioned 
above - among which have been 
some of the most profitable busi- 


nesses in the history of the world 

Mr Ro.vds says: ’it is not totally 
technological in anyway, but it’s got 
a tremendously high weighting of 
tech stocks." With the boom in 
technology it is easy to see why city 
investment specialists can get 
excited by Nasdaq. 

However, not all of its companies 
are such glittering success stories. 
Greg Kerr, a fund manager on the 
US desk at M and G. says: “Certainly, 
at the low end of the market, you will 
get a lot of low-quality companies.” 
While the financial rewards from 
investing in Nasdaq con be very 
high, so can the losses. 

StilL with the prospect of dynamic 
hi-tech companies that may boom 


company will not usually offer advice 
to clients on foreign shares. 

Amanda Davidson, of the finan- 
cial advisers Holden Meehan, says: 
"Private investors should not be 
encouraged to do this. They should 
look for a US fund - either a unit 
trust or an investment trust - and 
do it that way." 

The pooled investments reduce 
risk by spreading investors' money 
across many companies, and con 
benefit from the expertise of a fund 
manager picking shores. However, 
although expeits agree that pri- 
vate investors should, except in 
special circumstances, choose a 
collective investment, there is debate 
about the best ty-pe of fund. 


‘There have been some fairly spectacular 
share price rises, but there's no guarantee 
that you are going to pick the next Microsoft 1 


into global corporate giants, you may 
want a slice of the action, even if it 
only forms one part of your 
investment portfolio. 

It is possible to invest directly in 
Nasdaq by buying shares in its com- 
panies via a stockbroker. However, 
for the vasL majority of private 
investors this is a bad idea. 

“If you are going to invest directly 
in overseas equities, you have got to 
bear in mind that dealing charges 
tend to be higher because of in- 
creased costs," says Richard 
Hunter who is the head of dealing 
services at Nat West Stockbrokers. 

He says that investors will need 
a minimum of £100,000 before they 
can even start thinking about 
purchasing shares directly in foreign 
stockmarfcets. 

There is also the problem of 
knowing which companies to invest 
in. "There have been some fairly 
spectacular Nasdaq share price 
rises, and those are the ones that 
have been focused on by the adver- 
tisements, but there's no guarantee 
whatsoever that you're going to 
pick the next Microsoft," he adds. 

And many stockbrokers, such as 
Redmayne Bentley; fimitthemselves 
to an execution-only service for 
clients investing overseas - the 


There is no tracker fund, one that 
passive/y tracks an index of shares, 
in the UK for Nasdaq, which leaves 
investors with a choice between a 
technology fund and an American 
fund. Neither will invest solely in 
Nasdaq, yet both are almost certain 
to include Nasdaq shares in their 
portfolios. 

A technology fund will invest 
specifically in the land of hi-tech 
companies that have come to char- 
acterise Nasdaq. So if it is technol- 
ogy that attracts you, these funds 



TTie professionals know best AP 


may appeal A more general Amer- 
ican hind will invest in the US as a 
whole; but by doing so it is very like- 
ly to include Nasdaq shares. 

The debate focuses on whether 
American funds or technology hinds 
are likely to offer the best perfor- 
mance. Ms Davidson says: “As far as 
our clients are concerned, unless 
they've got piles of money we would 
generally recommend a spread US 
fond - not one specifically in hi-tech 
unless that’s what really takes their 
interest specifically. 

"A technolog>' fund is going to be 
the higher risk. Hopefully that's 
going to pay off but that is not always 
the case." 

Mr Kerr warns: “Technology has 
had a spectacularly strong quarter, 
but that situation may not be going 
to las( that long.” 

Yet although the risks may be 
higher some experts are still en- 
thusiastic about technology stocks. 
Mr Royds remarks: “I think that in 
the tedinology marketplace, with the 
speed of change in technology, the 
opportunities for dever investors are 
tremendous." 

Whatever type of funds you are in- 
terested in. it is worth bearing in 
mind general guidelines for choos- 
ing collective investments. 

Ms Davidson says: "Have a look 
and see what its past performance 
was like: see if the firm it is run by 
is generally doing well bear in mind 
that, ifa company only has one good 
fund, then if its manager leaves that 
will leave you exposed. 

"And you can look at what a fund 
actually invests in if you want to go 
Into that amount of detail.” She 
advises any investor to consult an 
independent financial adviser if they 
have tihe money to start looking to 
invest abroad. 

Nasdaq is not simply a thor- 
oughbred stud farm for the 
Microsofts and Intels of the future. 
Tbraorrow’s front-runners may be in 
there somewhere, but finding them 
is a difficult task that is best left to 
the professionals. 

And “you shouldn't try and gain 
exposure to Nasdaq for its own 
sake,” warns Greg Kerr. There may 
be great opportunities waiting to be 
exploited - but, like Chris Tarrant’s 
television quiz, Nasdaq is not a 
guaranteed East trade to becoming 
a millionaire. 
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With the boom in technology it’s easy to see why Wall Street is so excited by Nasdaq Brian Harris 


Today self-assessment, tomorrow the virtual world... 


I TRUST you have filled in your 
self-assessment tax return and * 
got it off to the Inland Revenue 
by now. If you haven't, then - 
oops! Friday was the last 
working day of the month, 
though you might get away with 
making sure the return is on the 
taxman’s doormat first thing on 
Monday- If you are one of the 
large number of people who 
indulge in this kind of 
brinkmanship, what can I say? It 
is your £100 that the Revenue will 
take away as a fine for late 
delivery of the return. 

Fbr future reference,. I (fired; 
your attention to the self- 
assessment website, which 
explains the dates on the tax 


calendar; the records you need to 
keep and offers answers to 
common queries. There is also 
the obligatory screensaver I am 
happy to say I do not know 
anybody who is sad enough to 
download a screensaver from the 
Inland Revenue 
It is easy to be confused about 
what the taxmen want from you. 
They get confused too. It is also 
easy to get confused about issues 
concerning the Internet. Take, 
for example, last week’s launch 
by Barclays Stockbrokers of an 
expanded pilot of its trading 
service. This was translated by 
one newspaper (which shall 
remain nameless - oh alright, it 
was the Mail on Sunday ) into 


the news that Barclays Bank 
was planning to launch a free 
Internet access service - 
something which was news to 
both Barclays Stockbrokers 
and Barclays Bax* 
themselves! 

Finding your way round the 
Net also appears to be causing 
not a little confusion to some 
readers. One, trying to find 
Interactive Investor one of the 
main personal finance sites, 
was bemused to find himself 
looking at Innovative 
Interfaces, an American 
specialist in website software 
for libraries. Why is there this 
confusion? It is a simple 
matter of making sure you 
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know your dot-coms from your 
dot-co-dot-uks. 

On the subject of Interactive 
Investor; the site has launched a 
PEP Centre to help the bemused 
among us find their way round 
this last-ever PEP-buying 
season. The first tiling you will 
see on the PEP Centre is a 
countdown of the number of days 
remaining to the end of the tax 
year - 65, as of today. 

The PEP Centre is intended to 
be the first of a series of focused 
topic sites within the overall 
Interactive Investor website, 
which are planned to be 
launched over the next few 
months. Similar sites covering 
other subjects such as 


mortgages, healthcare products, 
personal pensions and banks are 
promised in the near future. 

It offers a range of 
performance data, news and 
features. The statistics are 
provided by Standard & Poor’s 
Micropal one of the industry’s 
leading number-crunchers. You 
may view shortlists of PEP funds 
by performance, sector and 
geographical focus and review 
the top 10 performing funds over 
one, three, five and 10 years. 

The site also includes links to 
a list of PEP providers, offering a 
brochure request service, and 
news sourced from the financial 
services' weekly Money 
Marketing, as well as Interactive 


Investor’s own in-house news. 

However, just a word to the 
wise; while this may be your “last 
chance” to buy a PER that does 
not make It necessarily the right 
investment choice for you. With 
only a couple of months left to 
run, there is not a lot of point in 
anyone taking out a monthly 
PEP saving scheme. Purchasing 
a PEP right now will really only 
make sense if you can devote a 
lump sum to the investment. 

Self-assessmen t: 

iouno.inforidrew2riue.gou.uJc/sm; 

Interact i ve Investor: 

www.ULco.uk 

Robin can be reached at: 

robinamlotffiabl.com 
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Pensions by phone. 


You can pick up the phone and get pension 
information or advice and even 
set up a Personal Pension, quickly and without fuss. 

Call. Sam- 1 0pm, 7 days a week quoting ref: 288D074 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 


www.scottishwidows.co.uk 


USSZ ZEZ IE IS 2 

The value of units can go down a* well u op- Furore bonus rate* are not guaranteed. Further details of our Pension Plans are Included In [be product literature. 



liable from us on request. For your protection, your calls 10 Scottish Widows may he recorded or monitored snd Information or advice will only be provided on Scottish Widow* products. Issued by Scottish Widow*' Fund and Life Assurance SocIcLy. Regulated by the Personal Investment Autfaarii* 
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Mr/Mre/Miss/Ms 
Address — 


Postcode Tel no. (inc code] 
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nmp.r.T LINE RATES 


Direct Line Personal Loans 

FROM 9.9% APR 


Direct Line Standard Variable Mortgage Rate 
ARIABLE RATE APR (variable) 

6.S9%* 7.1%* 


Direct Line Direct Access Account 

UP TO 6-15% GROSS/AER* 

Ram I'omfl u >iDun ivi'i.miili riforl Horn and c.irrwi u In Fabraar? 1999 . 


0181 680 9966 


PERSONAL LOANS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 



0181 667 1121 


DIRECT LINE: 


SAVINGS 
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ASK ANY stockbroker 
where to put your money 
and you will be told that 
equities are the best 
investment They may go 
up and down according to 
the vagaries of the 
market but over any five- 
year period they will have 
outperformed alternatives 
such as cash or bonds. 
Until now. According to 
statistics to be released, 
British Government 
Securities - UK bonds to 
the cognoscenti - have 
outperformed ordinary 
shares this decade. 

The source of this 
revelation is the 
Equity /GUt Study 
published yearly by 
Barclays. It traces the 
performance of the stock 
market, gQts and building 
society deposits ail the 
way to 1918. The survey 
that brings ns up to (he 
end of 1998 is expected to 
■ show that British 
Government stocks put on 
a late spurt last yean and 
edged their way to the top 
of the table for the returns 
achieved during the 1990s. 
■Hus is really quite a 
remarkable achievement 

Yet I am sure it is true. 
GUts have performed 
remarkably well recently. 
Confounding expectations, 
yields on long-dated 
British Government 
stocks are now below 
those achievable in 
America or Germany. US 
30-year bonds return 5.1 
per cent German 4J5 per 
cent and here in the UK 
just L 2 per cent 

Why has it happened? 

It is not just that inflation 
has fallen and stayed 
down - that has happened 
elsewhere too. In the UK 
there has been 
unprecedented demand 
for gilts by pension funds. 
This Government too, has 
been diary of increasing 
borrowing, so over recent 
years demand has 
outstripped supply. Can it 
continue? It is hard to see 
that it wUL but then who 
would have predicted 
yields so low when we 
entered the 1990s. 

This may have been 
good news for some 
investors, but it does have 
severe implications 
elsewhere. It is an 
interesting twist to realise 
•that the latest potential 
scandal to hit the financial 
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Government stocks 
put on a spun last 
year, and edged 
their way to the top 
of the returns’ table 


services industry - 
guaranteed annuity rates 
on certain personal 
pension products - would 
not have occurred had 
gilts not risen so much 
recently. Annuity rates 
depend upon the returns 
available in the 
Government securities 
market With these now so 
low, promises made years 
ago to deliver a particular 
income at retirement can 
no longer be met other 
than by diverting 
additional funds to make 
up the shortfall. 

The message must be 
that most of the fun in this' 
market has already taken 
place, but you need to plan 
early and fund well to 
eqjoy retirement Living 
off capital is all very well, 
but markets fluctuate and 
you may need income at a 
time when you do not 
wanttoselL 

Meantime, bargains are 
there to be had. Some 
fond managers recognise 
this, la unching bond funds 
offering spectacular . 
yields. Be careful, though. 
High yields mean higher 
risk, although in many 
cases the yield premium 
seems out of all 
proportion to the 
attendant risk. 

Buy them if you will for 
an income that will surety 
be greater than that which 
you can expect from gDts 
or building society 
deposits - however, treat 
any capital gains as an 
unexpected bonus. 


Brian 7b ra is head of the 
Asset Management 
Division ofGreig 
Middleton & Co 



The Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 
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Transfer 


Transfer your existing PEPs into the low cost All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP that has performed the best*. 


Just lake a look at the table below. 
Performance consistently this good 
is a strong argument for transferring 
your existing PEPs into the 
Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP. 

In lac r A50.0W transferred into the 
Legal it General Index-Tracking PEP 
at launch would now be worth 


586,28 0* compared to just £78,305* 
in the average UK Growth and 
Income Trust. 


Better still we will let you transfer for 
free t - so that all of your money is 
invested from the outset to maximise 
your growth potential. 


• . Nc 

I’ mii\:il.cJuinj.e 

y** - ? ’ - - • '»■ 

^ 6.5% .injicini* 

■ - 1 

ttuiiaceiDcnr 


\t'>rr ‘£4 


And with an annual management fee 
of just 0.5% you're sure to enjoy 
great value for money. 


1 -je-c 


PriivMts. Mznuuettusk- : ? 


72.56% 
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Transferring your existing PEPs will 
not affect your PEP 
allocation for the 
year - leaving you 
free, if you wish, to invest any 
unused part of your £6,000 general 
PEP allowance in the All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP that has 
performed the best*, 


Find out more now 
-cad freephone 


05001166 22 


8am to 8pm mvbtirv! 
9am to 5pm weekends 


for four prauetkm. calls 
are usuaBy recorded and 
r a nd om ly momllored. 


Please quote rqfi D10DJU2 


S-jj Visit our web site at 
**S| urww.lamdG.com 
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INVESCO - POLE POSITION IN EUROPE 


INVESCO European 
Growth Fund* 



Performance just take a look at the chart 
opposite - the INVESCO European Growth Fund has 
been in the European Top 10 for the last 5 years.** 
That's performance worth racing for. 

Experience INVESCO's European team know, . 
Europe well - local knowledge which enables us 
to select the best companies in which to invest 
on your behalf. 

Reassurance The Fund carries the prestigious 
fr AAA rating 1- in recognition of its consistency of 
performance and investment methodology. 


To find out more contact your Independent Financial Adviser 

or, for a copy of our brochure, call us tree on 0- 
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Unit trusts are managed by INVESCO fund Managers Limiled which U (Ml | a _i u . „ 
and the Personal Inveumenl Authwrtv and is a rSer of AUTIF. ^ ^ ^ ** IM “° 

Both companies are suhsidianss or .AMVESCAP l\C 
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L enders have to face reality and start offering home loans at a decent cost to suit customers 

Security is what we want 


INFLATION AND INTEREST RATES IN THE LAST TEN YEARS 




JONATHAN 

DAVIS 

It is not the cost of a 
house, but the cost of 
the finance that 
should top the agenda 


I t may be just a straw in the 
wind, but with any luck this 
week’s hint from Northern 
Rock that it is considering 
changing the way it funds its 
mortgage lending will prove 
1,1 be an important (and overdue) wa- 
N-rshed in the cost of owning a 
home in Lhis country. 

The building society (soon to con • 
„ Vi to a bank) says that it is look- 
*54 at ways to fund its lending to 
home owners by issuing securities 
to investors, rather than relying on 
the traditional building society 
source, which is the deposit ac- 
counts of its savers. The technique 
of funding loans with securities 
backed by a lender’s mortgage book 
is widespread in the United States, 
but has been slow to reach this coun- 
try. despite many predictions that it 
was on the way. 

The argument for switching to 
mortgage-backed securities as a 
source of finance is that it should en- 
able lenders such as Northern Rock 
to borrow money for home loans 
or -ye cheaply than they can raise 
m '.ay at the moment. This in turn 
will allow them to compete more ef- 
fectively, either by taking market 
share from other lenders with more 
expensive sources of finance, or by 
increasing their profit margins on 
home loans. 

The immediate trigger for North- 
ern Rock's move, apart from its im- 
pending demutualisation, seems to 
be the entry of new competitors in 
the market for retail savings. Com- 
panies such the Prudential with its 
EGG account and Standard Life, are 


offering higher rates on savings ac- 
counts than the banks or building so- 
cieties reckon they can afford. 

if this turns out to be the start of 
a trend, which is not unlikely, it can 
only be good news for borrowers. 
The sad truth is Lhat, while we in 
Brilain spend an inordinate amount 
of time fretting over which type of 
mortgage (o have, and what is hap- 
pening to house prices, we Lend to 
lose sight of the fact that the real 
problem we face in a low inflation en- 
vironment is how expensive and in- 
flexible our mortgage finance is. 

Compared to other countries in 
Europe, which have long enjoyed 
low-cost, long-term, fixed -rate mort- 
gages, and the US, where securiti- 
sation of home loans is widespread, 
the price we pay for our home loans 
remains, in general, extravagantly 
high, and the system by which we ob- 
tain them excessively inflexible. 

When you consider that inflation 
is now firmly entrenched at around 
2 per cent per annum, the fact that 
many home owners are still paying 
8 per cent or so fur their mortgages 
is little short of extraordinary. A real 
(inflation-adjusted) rate of interest 
of 6 per ccnL is very high for long- 
term lending which is fully secured 
on property values (and that’s before 
the foct that many lenders require 
you to pay the cost of insuring that 
such security might not be enough!). 

In fact, the business of mortgage 
lending in this country has been so 
profltabLe for most of the last IS 
years, that it is no surprise that new 
lenders keep foiling over themselves 
to try and get into the market. It is 
true that increased competition is 
belatedly having some impact on the 
cost of home loans, as anyone who 
has enjoyed a cashback or cut price 
mortgage offer in the last three 
years will testify. 

Fbr the first time in many years, 
canny buyers and homeowners who 
switch their lenders have recently 
had the chance to enjoy some terrific 
mortgage bargains. But because 
existing borrowers seem content to 
cross-sub si dise the new business 
their lender is wooing with its cut- 
price offers, overall profit ma rgins 
in the business still remain high. 

It seems that most existing bor- 
rowers are either too lazy or perhaps 
too diffident, to work out that they 
should be able to take advantage of 
these new market conditions to 
strike a better deal for themselves. 


Anyone who opted for a fixed rate 
mortgage is (fiscovering that they are 
paying a high premium for the in- 
surance of knowing their repay- 
ment obligations in advance. 
Needless to say, the lenders are 
doing all they can to lock in those 
who take advantage of new cheap 
deals with hefty redemption penal- 


ties and similar loyalty devices. 

In the days when house prices 
were soaring, and the government 
dispensed hefty tax breaks fbr house 
purchase, the need to worry about 
the cost of a mortgage was limited. 
But now that world has gone, and the 
scope for consumers to exercise 
their muscle is much increased. 
But they still seem reluctant to take 


foil advantage of the opportunity. It 
is not the cost of a house, but the cost 
of the finance, which should top con- 
sumers’ agendas. 

Given the other strange things 
that have gone on in the mortgage 
market over the years (including the 
remarkable resilience of the com- 
mission-led endowment mortgage). 


it is small wonder perhaps that the 
banks and building societies have 
struggled so hard to avoid regulation 
of the mortgage market It must be 
open to doubt whether the new vol- 
untary mortgage code will bead off 
some degree of regulation by gov- 
ernment (an outcome to be avoided 
if at all possible). 

My hope, as I said the other 


week, is that consumer pressure is 
finally starting to assert itself, and 
will eventually do the job before 
heavy handed government regula- 
tors get involved. Securitising mort- 
gage loans, if it now happens, would 
certainly be another welcome step 
down the path towards a healthy 
competitive market in mortgages. It 
suggests that lenders are finally 
being forced to accept the new re- 
ality and do all they can to cut their 
funding costs. 

Theory suggests that a big mort- 
gage lender with access to securi- 
tised finance could cut the margin 
on mortgage lending to 1 per cent or 
less. This compares with the 1.4 per 
cent typically required by banks 
funding their loans in the money 
markets, and the 2 per cent which 
lenders traditionally charge for the 
privilege of helping us buy. .our 
homes. Securitisation works in the 
United States, and if it doesn’t come 
to this country soon, we reaDy should 
start asking ourselves why. 


The price of home loans remains extravagantly 
high and the system excessively infleocible 


Ways to raise 
your interest 

Make your money work harder 
for you. By Iain Morse 


HEARD THE one about a man 
who kept £10,000 in his 
current account? No? You 
haven't missed much in the 
way of interest After 
deducting tax, charges and 
inflation, the real value of 
cash in most current accounts 
is falling. 

If you doubt this, then 
figure it out for yourself Put 
£10.000 into Abbey National’s 
Instant Plus Account, paying 
monthly interest of just 1 per 
cent gross. After deducting 20 
per cent basic rate income 
tax, the net annual return on 
this account would be £80. 

The underlying rate of 
inflation - excluding house 
prices - fell to 2.5 per cent in 
AugusL Apply this over 12 
months, add net interest, and 
the real value of cash would 
be around £9,830. On these 
figures, basic rate taxpayers 
need gross returns of at least 
3.1 per cent just to level peg 
with inflation. 

One way to get higher 
interest is by putting your 
cash in a “variable term 
account”. Check on whether 
interest is credited to the 
account on a monthly, 
quarterly or annual basis. 

As an example, take 
Bradford & Bingley’s Bonus 
120 account, which pays 
annual interest of 7.4 gross, 
and a lower 7 2 percent if 
paying monthly on a deposit of 
£10,000. There are penalties 
fbr early withdrawal. 

But Jeremy Peat, chief 
accountant of the Royal Bank 
of Scotland warns: “Interest 
rates could go lower; foster, 
than has yet been factored in 
by the markets.” If you’re 
relying on interest to 
supplement income, looking 
at fixed rate accounts seems a 
sensible precaution. 

Northern Rock has some of 
the best deals on one-year 
fixed-rate bonds; £10,000 will 
lock into a fixed gross rate of 
7.05 per cent paid mo n t hl y . 
Non-taxpayers investing this 
amount receive £58.75 a 


month, low rate taxpayers £47 
a month or 5.64 per cent net, 
and high rate payers, £35.35 a 
month, or 4. 18 per cent neL 

But caution is needed. 
Monthly interest bonds pay 
less - between 0.2 and 0.5 per 
cent - than quarterly or 
annual bonds. No early access 
to capital is allowed. 

Bonds of this kind are 
available from banks and 
building societies. Some 
insurance companies offer 
“guaranteed income 
bonds”(GIB‘s). 

The big drawback of GIB's 
is that they only pay “income" 
net of basic rate tax. This is 


If you're relying on 
interest to boost 
income, looking at 
fixed rates is a 
wise precaution 


not reclaimable even by non 
taxpayers. Investing £10.000 
for one year; the best net 
return comes from GE 
Financial Assurance, paying 
5.16 net monthly. Over three 
and four years Hambro 
Assured offers respective 
rates of 4.90 and 5.10. 

Some local authorities 
issue fixed-rate term bonds. 
These are s imilar to fixed-rate 
bonds .with no early access. 
Over one year, Torfaen BC 
comes top, paying 6.25 gross 
on a six-monthly basis, on 
deposits of £1,000 or more. 

You can also try 
“moneymarket time 
deposits". The current best 
deal comes from Anglo Irish 
Bankcoip, offering a fixed rate 
of 6.5 per cent over 12 months 
on deposits of £50,000 or more. 

Remember the effect of 
inflation on your capital. At 2.5 
• per cent, inflation w o uld — — 
reduce the value of £10,000 to 
just £8,750 over five years. 
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government wHI Introduce the ux advantageous btcfivfdusl Savings Account [iSAal- PEPa held at 5 April arifl remain as stand alone fnvoiunein with the lema us advantages aa ISAa. 
CAT atandarda do not Imply performance guarantees or appropriaUMseae lor Invaarora. VViu can not raty oo past performance to predict how your Investments will perform In the future. 
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Thought for the day 



So many PEPs. 
So little time. 
So make a little 
time for 
an IFA. 


Unlike any other PEP, the new b 2 Market Track 350 tracks the UK's top 350 companies. 
This brings you the performance of blue-chip giants together with the potential of dynamic 
medium-sized companies. 

b 2 also differs from all other PEP providers in that our PEPs already meet the Government's new 
CAT standards for BAs. So you just pay a total of 1% in annual fees and absolutely no other charges. 

The fact is, this new PEP from b 2 - which is backed by Barclays - would have given you 203% 
growth over 'the last 10 years if it had been available. 

So don't miss the PEP deadline of April 5th. Call now for a jargon-free information pack, 
quoting B0615. 


0117 971 1177 

Please quote the reference code in the coupon. 




The new Market Track 350 PEP from b 2 . 
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Time runs out for PEPs at the end of this tax year. After that, they'll be replaced by the 
Government's new Individual Savings Account - ISA for short. So sit down with an (j 
Independent Financial Adviser and make sure your last PEP is the right one for you. Call the V 
number above now fbr your free consultation voucher. Because there's no time like the present. 

Yo u'd be better off with an IFA 
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Plug those tax leaks now 

Ten top tips on tax saving from the people who know how it’s done. By Andy Couchman 


I n this world nothing can be 
said to be certain, except 
death and taxes." Benjamin 
Franklin's famous comment 
is as true today as it was 200 

years ago but, while most of 
us are happy to pay our taxes, few 

of us want to pay any more than we 

have to. . 

The essence to saving tax is, tor 
most people, a question of concen- 
trating on simple, well-proven ideas, 

rather than setting up complex tax 
mitigation schemes. Not everyone 
wants to, or can afford to, set up off- 
shore trusts. Indeed, it is important 
not to get involved in tax evasion - 
which is illegal - and even tax avoid- 
ance, using legal tax loopholes to 
minim ise tax, is distasteful to many. 

To find out how best to m i n i m i s e 
tav we consulted two firms o ^ac- 
countants and two guides to taxation 
Here, then, are The Independent's 
top 10 tax tips: 

■ A good starting point from the Al- 
lied Dunbar Tax Handbook, edited 
by Tony Foreman and sponsored by 
accountants PannelJ Kerr Forster, 
is to take your tax affairs seriously, 
to read up about self-assessment, 
and not to be fooled by “G&T tax ad- 
vice”. Just because a mate down the 
pub claims to pay no tax does not 
mean that they do not, or that their 
activities are legal. Make sure that 
you keep good records. That wifi also 
make it easier for you or your ac- 
countant to sort out your tax affairs. 
■In many families, one spouse pays 
less tax than the other does. So. if 
your spouse pays less Lax than you 
do. consider transferring assets to 
them. This works especially well if 
one partner is a higher rate taxpayer 
and currently holds most or all of the 
family's investments. Janice Payne 
of London-based Kings Mill Tax. 
Practice, says this can help avoid 
paying higher rate tax on invest- 
ment income. The gift has to be 
without reservation - if your part- 
ner decides to cash the money and 
go on a spree they are free to do so. 
■ People whose homes are big 
enough can receive tax-free rent up 
to £4.250 under the Rent a Room 
rules. The home needs to be your 
main or only residence at some time 
during the letting and the room 
must be furnished says William 
Hinton, of chartered accountants 
William Hinton &LPartn«rs in Stow- . . 
on-the-Wold. 

■ If you have a business that gen- 



Get organised to sort out your tax affairs, and stop your money going down the drain 


erates more profits than you want 
to spend, consider incorporating it. 
writes tax consultant Sonia Gable in 
her book Planning for Capital 
Gains Tax. There are two reasons 
to do so; first a limited company is 
likely to pay a lower rate of tax than 
you do. and second, there are CGT 
advantages available through com- 
panies that individuals do not have. 

■ For the self-employed, look at in- 
vesting as much as you can into a 
personal pension. You can start 
getting your hands on pensions in- 
come from age 50 - lower if you are 
in a profession such as sport or show- 
business. says Janice Payne. 

■ Another idea from William Hinton 
is la take advantage of available tax- 
breaks. Most people are familiar 
with PEPs and with Tessas, but a 


useful tip, if the recession bites and 
your business is VAT-registered, is 
that if you can write off bad debts 
after six months you can reclaim the 
VAT paid. 

■ If you think that you are self-em- 
ployed, make sure that the Revenue 
does too, advises the Tax Handbook. 
Self-employed workers can offset 
more expenses against tax than em- 
ployees. The rules are especially 
complex if you work “onsite’* for 
someone else, so you should seek 
professional advice. 

■ If you have held assets for less 
than lOyears, consider delayingre- 
alising gains where the qualifying 
holding period is just short of a full 
number of years, says Sonia Gable. 
That is because the new taper re- 
lief for Capital Gains Tax, works on 


how many full years you have held 
the asset for. 

■ Here’s a simple way to save at 
least £100 - make sure that you have 
submitted your self assessment tax 
return and* paid your tax for 1997/98 
by 31 January. 

■ Do not throw anything away. The 
Tax Handbook advises that the 
Revenue's policy is to “process 
now. check later”. It reserves the 
right to open an enquiry into your 
1997/98 tax return until 1 February 
2000 - and it does not have to give 
a justification for doing so. How 
strong would your case be if you had 
thrown away your tax records 
before then? 

If your tax affairs are at all com- 
plex. it will probably pay you to em- 
ploy an accountant or tax adviser — 


Tony Buckingham 

but make sure that they employ 
properly qualified staff, and spe- 
cialise m the tax affairs of people Hke 
you. If you want to do it yours ell a 
good tax guide is a must The Allied 
Dunbar Tax Handbook is one of the 
best established while Taxbriefs 
Planning for Capital Gains Tax is 
a new guide to this complex tax. 

Rut do not leave it too long to get 
your tax affairs in order The time to 
plan and to set aside the money to 
pay your tax bill is now. 

The Kings Mill Tar Practice, 01 82 
$49 SS89: WHiam Hinton & Partners. 
01451 831 130 : : Allied Dunbar Tar 
Handbook \ price £25^9 from book- 
seders: • PtenrJngjar Cap; Jail Gains 
Tax', price £47 from Taxbriefr on 
01712500967 


Star Performer. 
Don’t miss the 
Grand Finale. 



For PEPs, the curtain comes down in April 1999. So if you want 
to take advantage of one of the best performers available, time’s 
running out. ^ f 

Our European PEP has outperformed 
97%* of the competition over thejast 


5 years. It invests in a trust that has been ‘AAA’ rated in 6 out of 7 

years**, and had it been available as a PEP when launched, would halve 
produced returns of 17.2% f - free from UK Income Tax and Capital 
Gains Tax. 


Whether you want to make a new investment, 
existing PEP, make sure you don’t miss the chance to4njoy 
our European PEP performance - while you still can. 
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Red faces at 

the Revenue 

Some 800,000 incorrect tax deman ds 
have gone out. By AndrewVferity 


AS TOMORROWS deadline 
looms for getting tax returns 
to the tax office, a spate of 
horror stories is emerging 
about an Inland Revenue 
m i stake that led hundreds of 
thousands of people to be sent 
rtw w mng tax demands. 

Hie Revenue has admitted 
that more than 800,000 
taxpayers were issued with 
incorrect tax demands on 27 
December: The demands, also 
known as assessmen t s, 
appeared to require them to 
pay double the amount they 
owed by 31 January. 

Ironically the blunder was 
caused by an attempt to make 
it dearer to taxpayers how 
much they owed. The tax 
assessments set out the 
payments owing for the year 
1998/99, rather than breaking 
them up into instalments. But 
in doing so, they failed to make 
it obvious that only half the 
amount was due for payment 
by the end of January. 

Hie Revenue sent out a 
letter of apology soon after the 
blunder came to light, telling 
taxpayers that the assessment 
sent out in December might 
have been calculated by the 
wrong formula. The force was 
compounded when the 
Revenue was forced to send 
oat further letters of apology 
making it dear that only some 
- not all - of the assessments 
were wrong. 

Tax agents are demanding 
that the Inland Revenue show 
flexibility about die demands 
and promises not to charge 
interest to taxpayers affected 
by the mistake. 

The blunder is the latest in a 
series caused by the Revenue's 
new self-assessment system. 

At the same time a year ago. 
the Revenue's spanking new 
computer system issued 
upwards of 4 million tax 
demands. Tens of thousands of 
them incorporated a rather 
embarrassing mistake: the 
system had mistaken debits 
for credits - and vice versa 


The assessments showed 
refunds due to people who 
owed tax, and charged people 
who were owed refunds. 

The public’s experience of 
the new system has exposed 
further absurdities. 

Andrea Craig, a 39-year-old 
health care consultant frpm 
north London, was particularly 
conscientious when she 
discovered a Revenue error: 

I -ast. year her office, London 
provincial 10 in Gateshead, 
overlooked a line in her tax 

return specifying share 
options due to her. They issued 
her with a refund. 

Knowing that she owed tax, 
Andrea contacted London 
Provincial 10, who admitted 
their error and said they would 
send her an amended tax 
demand before Si January (so 
that she could pay in time) . 

Unfortunately, Andrea 
became fully self-employed 
shortly afterwards and her 

papers were sent to a King’s 
Cross office. No amended 
demand was forthcoming. 

“The next thing I knew was 
in February, when they sent 
me a new assessment saying I 
owed them money plus interest 
because I was overdue,” she 

says. She filled out an appeal 
form, only to find herself called 
up by a Revenue official telling . 
her she had “no reasonable 
grounds for appeal". Only 
months later, after writing to 
three senior managers and 
spending hours on the phone, 
did Andrea get an apology. 

Last loeek we published an 
article on tax returns by Sam 
Williams along with extracts 
from her book, the “Lloyd's 
Bank Tax Guide'. The guide is 
available to readers of ‘The 
Independent at a reduced 
price qf £5 me p&p (normal _ 
retail price. £7.99). 7b take . 
advantage of the offer, please 
send a cheque for £5' to 
Independent Reader Offer, . 
Profile Books, 58a Hatton J *- " 
Garden. London EClN 8LX 
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‘You’ve got to look at your house as others 
see it which is hard if you’ve lived there for 
some time. But you wouldn’t turn up for an 
interview wearing old jeans and trainers.’ 
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Top notch 

PEPS.... , 

....at rock 
bottom rates 


EUROPEAN PEP 
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Home 


Date of Birth 
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Investors may save up to £300 on a £5000 PEP when fhey 
send (heir application via PEPDIRECT. 

We chmge just one flat fee of £25 and we rebate 

any initial commission* bock to you. 

We can often negotiate reductions in your PEP'S 
initial cha r ges too. 

in the first four months oF 1998 done, we saved investors over 
£2 million in returned commissions and discounted charges. 
For a free brochure and guide, call Freephone 

0800 413186 

Open seven days a week 

PEPDIRECT 

AT TQ DIRECT CHOICE 

The UK's LARGEST Flat-Fee PEP Provider 

lllSKSSsa 06 

set k tr sam & hi -r fa* m duld 6* 
i Wnf okMisJM meet w n 
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Bf vi a ir a. 'Hmtixfo fat 

The PEPDIRECT Team, Torquil Clark pic. FREEPOST WV316, 

St Marks, Chapel Ash, Wbkerfompton, West Midlands WV3 0TZ 

E-MAIL: torquilckirk-pepdiroct^o.ult 


PERSO NAL PENSIONS 

Do you need a pension 
plan that’s ready for 
life’s unexpected turns? 


No marter how carefolly you plan, life has a habit of 
presenting us all with unexpected twists and turns. Early 
retirement; a change of career; children. All these can 
change your circumstances, so you need a pension plan 
which is flexible enough to let you cope with any chanees - 
without penalty! ® 

Phm^. Wh> ’ y ° U Sh ° Uld maSider 311 Equiub!e Pension 

• Lets you vary contributions - without 
penalty. 

• Lets you retire earlier than planned - 
without penalty. 

• Provides a full return of fund in the 
event of death before retirement. 

The Equitable Life does not pay commit-, i ■ , 
pames for the introduction of JAusiness ■? 
like to know more, call us direct on (0990) 3« js 500 , 

off the coupon below for further Sin t ^ 

by telephone. formation by post and 

www.equitable.co.uk 

For your security your telephone caD may fc* r*. , , 
Iitfarm.*iwnfedvice will only be given on Equitlbt , 

Eqjulamd by the Personal Invesmumr a Up pr **hKts 

STREET. AY 1 ^S^ C li ^ I , U ^ (< 

l To: The Eqiutable Life. FREEPOST T ~ T" "1 — — H 

! inouJL. Sn ?«- avlesblrv 


To: Hie Eqiutable Life. FREEPOST W.lmn — — ^BR 

I vouM cckome iciih on The Emmablei _i ^'TfSBURV. Butki H?M 

I oo, employed ■u'd ax eb^ble io fotn j OTpinv D lxW»? j 
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The Equitable Life 
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Flexible mortgages are a hit with punters and a miss for old-style lenders. By Teresa Hunter 


Let’s all be flexible 

T he traditional 25- 
year mortgage 
has been an en- 
dangered species 
Tor some time, fol- 
lowing radical 


LOOSE CHANGE 


T he traditional 25- 
year mortgage 
has been an en- 
dangered species 
for some time, fol- 
lowing radical 
changes to our lifestyles. But its 
death-knell was finally sounded 
this week when a new entrant 
to the mortgage market pulled 
the rug out from under the rest 
of the industry. 

In just three weeks. Stan- 
dard Life's Freestyle Flexibil- 
ity mortgage has attracted 
applications worth £500m, 
nearly half the entire monthly 
lending of all banks and build- 
ing societies put together, ex- 
ploding a few key concepts that 
the major lenders have res- 
olutely clung to. 

The first of these concerns 
Lheir rigid defence of the way in- 
terest is calculated, in the face 
of consumers' complaints that 
they are being systematically 
overcharged. The second is 
that the mortgages they offer 
meet customers' needs for flex- 
ibility. If only a fraction of the ap- 
plications being processed by 
Standard Life mature into 
loans, the mortgage market 
will never be the same again. 

Its impact was underlined 
yesterday when Britain's two 
biggest mortgage lenders, the 
Halifax and the Abbey National 
both disclosed that they are 
actively developing a similar 
product though the Halifax 
has some reservations. The 
Nationwide is also examining 
the scope for further flexibility. 

The Woolwich, the first of 
Britain's mainstream lenders to 
launch a flexible mortgage, re- 
vealed that this is now the first 
choice of nearly half of all bor- 
rowers. The Alliance & Leices- 
ter. which recently launched its 
own flexible mortgage, said it 
had been “overwhelmed" by 
the response. 

The reason these mortgages 
are popular is because they 
allow borrowers to overpay in 
Lhe good times, and underpay, 
or not pay at all when life gets 
tough, without having to crawl 
on bended knee to their bank 
manager. Insecurity at work, 
and the increase in contract and 
casual employment, make this 
a vital facility for many. 

But for really effective flex- 


ipNt 

fesSSM 



THE price or traded 
endowment policies has 
fallen because of fears of 
reduced annual and 
terminal bonuses, but the 
policies are now cheaper 
and less volatile than 
shares, say TEP market- 
makers Policy Portfolio. 
<01B1 -343-4567 for a stock 
list). Average annualised 
growth of policies sold last 
year was 10.35 per cent 


FAMILY MEDIATION is a 
cheaper option for 
divorcing couples 
according to the UK 
College of Fhmily 
Mediators, established in 
1996. Mediators can be 
found in the phone book 
or by calling the college 
on 0171-391-91G2. 

PROPERTY- OWNERS on the 

Net looking fora cheaper 


remortgage can access 
wwwmoneyeXtra.com 24 
hours a day for a free 
search facility. 

PAUL YOUNG, the 
independent financial 
advisers, is offering a free 
guide to Venture Capital 
Trusts aim ed mainly at 
mdividoals with CGT to 
pay Call 0500-701707 
during office hours. 


New flexible mortgage deals could save you thousands and be tailored to your requirements John Lawrence 


ibflity. interest on these mort- 
gages has lo be calculated quite 
differently from the current 
method. This has serious im- 
plications for computer sys- 
tems and the finance industry. 

Building societies and trad- 
itional mortgage lenders have 
always worked out interest an- 
nually. At the beginning of the 
year they calculate your 
monthly repayments and your 
balance remains unchanged 
until the end of the year, when 
they do the sums a gain. 


flexible mortgages 


bank rate per cent 

Standard life 

4.55 

Alliance 6 Leicester 

6.76 

UtoolMrich 

7.10 

2 year fi«d 

539 

Remortgage only 
2 year lord 

439 

3 year cap 

5.65 

4 year cap 

5.99 


However; when interest is 
calculated monthly or daily 
your balance falls during the 
year, as you make repayments, 
and your interest bill foils with 
it This is particularly important 
if you wish to overpay, because 
you will be given credit for this 
immediately; it may save you 
thousands of pounds. 

Standard life, which calcu- 
lates interest daily, estimates 
that a borrower can slice £1200 
off an £80,000, 20-year mortgage 
by calculating interest daily 
rather than annually. A stag- 
gering £12,000 can be saved by 
upping the repayment fry £50 a 
month. Traditional Lenders 
have always fiercely denied 
that annual calculation costs 
borrowers more, but there are 
signs that their defences are 
beginning to crack. 

Alliance & Leicester's mort- 
gage marketing manager Jeff 
Sutheriand-Kay, is convinced 
that it is orffy a matter of time 


before all mortgages offer flex- 
ibility and the choice of monthly 
rather than annual interest 
He says: “Every lender in the 
country is looking at launching 
a flexible mortgage, because we 
know that’s what customers 
want The world has changed 
People no longer wish to make 
the same repayment over 25 
years. They want to pay off 
more in the good times and less 
in the bad times, and for their 
overall interest bill to be cut 
accordingly - and that means 
monthly interest 
“1 have no doubt that over 
time, every mortgage product 
in the mortgage portfolio will 
offer this potential but in the 
short term there are chronic 
computer system problems.’' 
The mortgage brokers John 
Cbarcol are less sanguine 
about lenders' motives for 
sticking with annual interest A 
spokesman, Ian Darby, says: 
‘The thing that’s holding them 


back is the cost There will be 
one hell of a price to pay if the 
mainstream lenders are forced 
into flexibility. If the traditional 
lenders start charging interest 
on a monthly or dally rather 

than a nnual haqc t flyir halanw* 

sheets will take a hammering. 
We are talking tens of millions 
of pounds." 

In his view, it was the Wool- 
wich initiative that broke the 
mould: “Fbr the first time you 
had a mains tream lender of- 
fering a competitive range of 
mortgage options with the flex- 
ibility to over- and underpay, 
and interest chained monthly." 

But the Halifax points out 
that while monthly charging 
can work in a customer’s 
favour when he is repaying 
earfy it has the opposite impact 
fbr borrowers with difficulties, j 

A spokesman says; “Don’t ) 
forget, if interest is adjusted 
monthly or daily, the arrears j 
will climb foster as welL" 


The First Ireland Investment Company Pic 


to invest your PEP in the 

Irish economic boom 

and the Euro-zone 

go with Govett. 


The First Ireland Investment Company is a simple way lo lake advantage of Ireland's booming 
economy and the advent of the Euro. The Company, available as a PEP. purely invests in Irish shares 
and has outperformed the Irish equity market In 6 out of the 7 years since il was bunched. In the 
year lo 4th January 1999 lhe share price has risen over 34%* and by more than 1 1 3% over 5 years 
ll's even available as a PEP. LIUle wonder then that Micropal has awarded il 'Best European Single 
Country Fund' three limes. To share in this success for as little as £23, speak loyour usual financial 
adviset or contact us at local rate on 0845 3GQ 90 90 for more details. 


astute investors go with 


£ 


0845 300 go go 


Pl«l> sand n»« dahfc at The Rrrnt Vrot—d lu>»«u»ul Company and Vm GorBti 
hnwbnuut That Swtoge Sctanw. Port to: Cartwr Swfaei De pa rtment. 

MB Gowtt, Shaddotoa House. 4 Battle Bridge Lane, tendon SCI zHR. 


Mr/Hra/IBm/Msa 


Postcode MlhdJTOl 
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The low cost 
h igh income PEP 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final yearns 
PEP allowance 


Why invest in 


our savings plan? 
Don’t ask an 
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Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high 
performance PEPs to our customers. 

Over the years, our determination * 

to provide outstanding value * 

for money has meant that today 
Legal & General has in excess of 
£74 billion* under management 
worldwide. 

A glance at the table shows that we 
deliver unbeatable value, providing 
the lowest cost diversified Corporate 
Bond PEP on the market with annual 
management charges of only 0.5%. 
with no initial charges on lump sum 
investments or withdrawal fees. 

So, For a regular, tax-free income on 
your savings find out more about 
Britain's best value Income PEP today. 

fust complete and return the coupon. • 
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Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 


0.5% 


6 . 2 % 
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NO initial charges on lump sum investments 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.5% annual management charge 


Visit our tceb site tit wit u-.LmulG.com 


find out more non — 
cat! freephone 


economist, 
ask an 
historian. 
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050011 6622 
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9 am io 5pm weekends. 
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General 


Take a look back over the past 20 years and you’ll 
see that the Foreign & Colonial Investment Trust 
has been one of the most successful performers. 

Turn back the dock 131 years to 1868, and you’ll 
see the reason why. Thafs when we invented 
the investment trust And it's this vast experience 
that allows us to consistently out-perform many 
of our rivals. 

It's also the reason why knowledgeable 
investors make our Private Investor Plan their 
first choice. 

The Plan allows you to save with regular 
monthly contributions or, if you prefer; with the 
occasional lump sum. What's more, you'll find 
our charges are amongst the lowest 


If you’d like to know more you can order our 

free brochure by caffing us on OIBI 880 8120 or 

by completing the coupon below. And you could 

soon find your future benefiting from our history. 

To: Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd, PO Box 11020, 
London N4 1UA. 

Title UU 

Surname 


Postcode 


Foreign Col o n i a 1 


Those In the know, choose us. 
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A r nnrinn-hased duo are transforming window blinds with their innovative use of textiles. By Dominic Lutyens 


Update your windows with 


six of t he 

BEST 


BottlestoppeRS 


designs worth their 



m . ?: n.- v ; .. , ' 


W ake up to the 
sight of a blind 
from Salt and you 
might easily think 
you were still 
dreaming. It's not 
hard to see why. 
n the half-light, the company’s organic- 
xiking, threedimensional creations could 
onjure up surreal visions of, say a rock- 
ace smothered with barnacles, dinosaur 
ertebrae or tetrahedra. Blinds hazDyrem- 
aiscent of trips to the Natural History 
-Iuseum might not be everyone’s dream 
lesign discovery but don't be put off. 

Made of knitted and woven textiles in 
he subtlest of hand-dyed shades, the 
•iinds are as beautiful as they are ar- 
esting. “Blinds are a product no one had 
eally looked at for years, so it seemed a 
3gical area to go into,” says Karina 
lolmes, who. with June Swindell, set up 
lalt in 1996. “We had a gut feeling that 
here was room for our ideas. And there 
/as: we discovered that people wanted 
liferent, interesting blinds. 

“Contemporary design had been about 
jrniture for the past 10 years,” continues 
lolmes. “But we've entered a new area, 
/inch we call ‘working textiles’ because 
ur blinds are not only functional but also 
'ecorative, thanks to their textures and 
)rms. The funry thing is, big furniture de- 
igners are now using highly textured fab- 
ics: bouclds and unusual yarns. Even so, 
gents still don’t know what bracket to put 
s in because we’re not textile designers 
i the traditional sense.” 

Not that the Salt duo - who also make 
creens - have always relied on agents’ 
elp. Holmes, who has an M A in knitted 
sxtfles from the Royal College of Art, and 
windell with an MA in woven textiles 
Dm Nottingham Polytechnic, bonded 
foile working at a "loathsome, unpro- 
jssional” homeware company. Their ex- 
erience there - “we learnt how not to do 
lings" - and a realisation that they 
hared a “common interest in light and 
'■ansparency", galvanised them to apply, 

uccessfully, for a Sainsbury’s sch olarshi p. 

Thanks to this, they were able to set up 
■: studio at London's Oxo Tower Wharf 
! The press quickly picked up on us - E Ue 




In the half-light, these delicate, surreal-looking creations (ton) are as beautiful as they are arresting. On 
closer inspection (above), it is not difficult to see that modern architecture is the inspiration for Salt's 
extraordinary and sculptural vertical blind systems, made from knitted textiles. 


Decoration featured us on its "New Tal- 
ent’ page - and we got commissioned 
straight away,” says Swindell. Since then, 
Harrods has been stocking Salt's ready- 
made blinds (from £400) and screens 
(from £1200). And the company, which has 
corporate as well as private clients, is cur- 
rently kitting out the British Embassy in 
Moscow. “Consultancy work has started 
to land in our laps, too,” says Holmes. 
“Strangely enough, the paper company 
Aijo Wiggins Fine Papers asked us to 
develop some paper textures.” 

While Holmes works with knitted fab- 
rics using an industrial knitting machine. 


Swindell specialises in woven textiles 
made on a loom. Salt's extraordinary, 
sculptural vertical blind systems - some 
of which incorporate aluminium rods to 
support their three-dimensional “totems” 
(its name for louvres) - are made from 
knitted textiles. These, says Holmes, are 
inspired by modern architecture and by 
“tall, skinny proportions, like the people 
in Modigliani paintings or Brancusi’s 
sculptures”. 

Even Swindell’s old-fashioned looking 
loom is put to innovative use: one of Salt's 

moot original Minds, mario from woven ter. 

tiles, is near-transparent at the top and 


opaque at the bottom. While bringing in 
some light, it guarantees total privacy, 
which relates to another inspired Salt idea: 
blinds which let in a controlled stream of 
tight - or, more surprisingly, to double as 
a funky light source. Indeed, Salt has de- 
veloped a “beam blind" in corpora ting 
glow-in-the-dark fibres, which, says 
Swindell, looks “great in restaurants”. 

Meanwhile, Holmes is designing a 
blind called Lighten. “A sheet of paper with 
an electric circuit that limits up will be in- 
serted into the knit,” she says. Yet, while 
Salt's blinds can be impressively hi-tech 
- some open by remote control - others 


are comiortmgjy lovr-iecb. In the pipeline 
is a range of "warm bunds” - roller blinds 
in a thick, tribal-looking felL made by ar- 
tisans in Central Asia. As with all Salt’s 
d esig ns, these come in super-subtle, tone- 
on-tone hrowns and beiges. “Our blinds 
have very busy textures.” says SwindelL 
“If they were colourful, there’d be too 
much going on." 

The blinds can also be made to mea- 
sure, in which case Holmes and Swindell 
like to visit their clients to decide on what 
would best suit their space. “It’s like buy- 
ing a wedding dress, not in a twee sense, 
but in that the customer is involved in how 
their blind will look” says Holmes. “We ask 
for 50 per cent of the cost upfront, so clients 
need to feel confident with what we’re 
doing,” adds SwindelL 

The clients’ involvement doesn’t stop 
there, however Many of the blinds are 
fashionably modular too. “Components 
can be detached or added to alter the 
blind's look” says Holmes. The screens, 
meanwhile, were conceived with open-plan 
living in mind - they can be moved about 
to change the layout of a room. “Many of 
our customers," says Holmes, “live in loft 
conversions. Some people still value tra- 
ditional interiors because they’re associ- 
ated with wealth, but there’s a new group 
of people - and interior designers - in- 
terested in contemporary design.” 

Yet your average interior designer still 
has some catching up to do on foe mod- 
ern design front, believes Swindell “We 
thought the bulk of our clientele would be 
interior designers or decorators, but it's 
actually our customers who put them in 
touch with us. Old-school decorators still 
source stuff from foe chintzier Chelsea 
Harbour end of the market, but they’re 
having to change to meet different tastes.” 

By the sound of it, then. Salt isn’t 
going down a blind alley. The company’s 
designs might look unsettlingly surreal 
but they're nothing if not directional. 
Frou-frou Austrian blinds or, for that 
matter; standard roller blinds -your days 
could well be numbered. 


Manzxmi Pietro wooden stopper, 
£4.45, David Mellor (0171-730 4259) 



Sterling silver stopper; £48, Links of 
London (01483 450155 for nearest 
stockist) 


Salt products are available at Harrods 
(0171-730 1234) or contact foe company 
direct on 0171-593 0007 


GOOD THING 


MAD THING 


SHOPTALK 






STILL 

waiting for a 

call? Give the 

reluctant ... 

Romeo - or J3* >. 

Juliet - a chic \ 

shove in the 

4* . ■' 

direction “ 

with a solid - - ^ 

Loveheart.lt * 

comes either with the usual “Loveheart” 
messages or more modern greetings: 
“fax me”, “e-mail me”, etc, and costs £25 
from Judy Wiseman (0181-343 2453). Fbr 
£1 extra, get your phone or fax number 
ore-mail address engraved on the hack. 




CHEESE AND 

romance don’t t:-n, 

always make 

coupling bat, 
if you want to 
impress on 

Valentine's H|BV r 

prepared to ^ggjr 

satisfy 

starving 

suitors by filling your fridge with little 
heart-shaped cranberry and 
Wensleydale cheeses. They come 
suitably coated in red wax and cost 99p 
each from Asda (enquiries 0500 100055). 

Muriel desaulles 


SOME COMPANIES know 
exactly how to market 
themselves to best advantage 
and Loud and Clear is just one 
of those. Not only is the 
catalogue full of bright and 
frinky presents, it even comes 
with a sheet of dazzling yellow 
and white stickers to fill up 
your diary with reminders of 
not-to-be-forgotten occasions 
(“hen night”, “toner”, 
“football” “hot date” and, of 
course, “drinks”). 

Even better, each of the little 
stickers comes with the Loud 
and Clear phone number 
written across the bottom, just 
in case you should need a little 




H v/r . 


gift for that special occasion. 
Neat idea, eh? 

The gifts in question are just 
as much fan - swirly lollipops, 
flamboyant silken flowers. 


neon-coloured toy guns and 
single slices of icing-topped 
cake, to name just a few. AH 
are sent vacuum-packed in 
plastic with the appropriate, 
quirky gift tag attached. 

The idea is that the gift 
doubles up as the greeting, so 
you select the item you want to 
send (from £4.95 for a pair of 
bright red lips or a slice of 
lightly grilled toast [whatever 
greeting that says), to £9-95 for 
the fluffy “mini-nubile” 
cushion) and then choose the 
tag to match (remembering to 
specify your message), before 
calling 0171-247 4232 to make 
your order by credit card. 



Plastic star stopper tioo 
(enquiries 0800 ’ 
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IWant To Own a 
PLA YBOY'S Rak Kit 

How to 
spend a 

happy 

hour 


D rinking is a bit like 
sex. Ha\ing sam- 
pled your way round 
the entire bar and 
made sure that you 
have experienced 
.■O e most exotic favours around, you 
£■ squally narrow down your choice to 
"^couple of reassuringly predictable 
• and satisfying tipples "that you can 
get at home every night without loo 
much effort. 

But it doesn't have to be this way. 
In the Sixties, when everyone was 
swinging, behind rayon curtains 
across toe land people were con- 
cocting martinis and gin sling? at 
their cocktail bars (remember 
Dustin Hoffman in The Graduate ? 
That could have been your dad). 

I was introduced to this alter- 
native way of life when I picked up 
a white elephant of a cocktail bar at 
a jumble sale a decade ago. In truth, 
‘hough, it never really fitted in any- 
Ijh °re. It was never quite kitsch 
eSbi gh to be cod, weighed a ton, and 
required half an acre to unfurl its 
hinged Formica flap top into a 
glorious semicircle. Its stitched- 
padding fascia, meanwhile, was tar- 
stained and fag burnt and its golden 
braiding had long since become 
sharp as razor-wire. 

Yet at least the thing wastft as naff 
as some of its peers, several of 
which were designed to emulate the 
prows of classic ocean liners. And, 
at four quid, it remains ray personal 
undisputed jumble-sale bargain of 
the century - a welcoming host to 
pink plastic, coconut-tree swizzle- 
sticks and plywood tooth picks, a 
chrome cocktail shaken stainless 
steel strainers, and spirits. An awful 
lot of spirits. 

The beloved cocktail bar sur- 
vived tower-block-rocking parties 
Jn Tower Hamlets, when the only 
item °f front-room furniture - 
ixjp* table - was hurled 15 storeys 
to its sorry destruction. It was the 
centre-piece of a riotous cocktail 
party held in a rented West Hamp- 
stead bouse, and illuminated a 
kitchen in Clapton before, finally, the 
elegant curved glass in its upper 
deck was shattered in Stoke New- 
ington tiy my offspring. 

Although the memory of its mel- 
low golden glow has started to wane, 
the taste of a Slow Comfortable 
• Screw is harder to exorcise. So if. like 




me. on occasion you hanker after the 
life of F Scott Fitzgerald and would 
like to get a Crazy Horse down your 
neck (for the uninitiated: 20ml 
Scotch. 10ml strawberry liqueur, 
1 0ml creme de ban an e, shaken and 
strained into a champagne Hute, 
topped up with GOml of Boljy and gar- 
nished with orange and mint), Lhen 
you will need to invest in the 
following accessories (cocktail bar 
optional): 

BLENDER/JUICE EXTRACTOR 

As discussed in a healthier column 
on juicing earlier this month, 
nothing approaches the combined 
style and versatility of Waring’s 
Professional Blender (£149.95) and 
Extractor (£259. 01BI-232 B171 for 
stockists), although for kitsch bar 
top credibility, Hamilton Beach's 
bulbous chrome dome Drinks Mas- 
ter (£59.95. Liberty, 0171-734 1234) 
takes toe silver medaL 

BEER BOTTLE OPENER 

Name: Alessi Diabolix 
Price: £7.95 
Stockist: 01920 444272 
Description: The Diabolix has a 
smooth, curved plastic hand-grip 
topped with impish devil's horns. 
Designed by Biagio Cisotti in 1994, 
toe opener comes in a handful of 
colours, but the most appropriate is 
bright red. 

Style: kkkk 

Anything else worth considering? 
If you always spend half-an-hour 
stumbling around the kitchen look- 
ing for something to crack open a 
beer, then you'U be requiring 
Culinaire's Crab (£2.95, 0181-868 
43555), a bright orange crustacean 
with a fridge magnet welded to its 
underbelly. 

ICE BOX 

Name: The Planet Earth acrylic 
cube 

Price: £99 

Stockist: John Lewis (0171-629 77U 
for nearest store) 

Description: Fbr novelty value -and 
let's face it, the cocktail-making 
arena is one of toe few places where 
you can go kitsch crazy and still be 
regarded as having reasonable taste 
- this clear cube, hollowed out to 
resemble a mould of our planet, is 
the epitome of cool 
Style: 







The play 'boy's toolbox, 
clockwise from above: 
Alessi Diabolix bottle 
opener, £7,95 <01920 
444272 for stockists); 
David Niven showing 
how to drink dry 
martini the 
sophisticated way; 
BarWare Ice Crusher, 
£45. House of Fraser 
(0171-963 2236 for 
nearest store): and 
Hamilton Beach’s 
bulbous chrome Drinks 
Master, £59.95. Liberty 
(0171-734 1234) 


mm i 
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Anything else worth considering? 
Alessi. which is always on hand 
with a few funky accessories, does 
a reasonable stainless-steel egg 
complete with reindeer horns (£45). 
The plastic top-hat ice buckets that 
you can get, though, are way beyond 


ICE-CRUSHER 

Name: BarWare Ice-Crusher 
Price: £45 

Stockist: House of Fraser (0171-963 
2236 for enquiries) 

Description: My what sharp teeth 
you have. Grandma. This chrome- 
plated machine has gota big bite for 
one so small 
Style -kirk 

Anything else worth considering? 
If you’ve got a decent blender, then 
this is one accessory that you can 
probably live without 


SHAKER 

Name: The Ballet by Metrokane 
Price: £29.75 

Stockist: John Lewis (0171-629 7711 
for nearest store) 

Description: An Art-Deco-inspired, 
bullet cartridge shaker with a 28oz 
capacity and an internal strainer; 
perfect for making those James 
Bond Martini?. 

Style: 

Anything else worth considering? 
Several manufacturers make the 
more traditional three-piece, stain- 
less-steel shakers, or you can go for 
the more simplistic “Boston" shak- 
er; which doesn't include a strainer. 

SODA SYPHON 

Name: Isi Soda Siphon 
Price: £39 

Stockist: John Lewis (0171-629 7711 
for nearest store) 


Description: Despite beinga pretty 
redundant item of hardware, the 
soda syphon remains a must for 
every well-stocked bar. for its 
swanky sense of style, its potential 
as a lifesaver in emergencies involv- 
ing smouldering cocktail dresses 
and for all-round high jinks. They 
often come in gaudy golds and ruby 
red casing, but Isi's soda syphon has 
a restrained black and chrome top 
and a tasteful mesh casing 
Style: 

BAR ACCESSORIES 

Name: Bar Atlantic eight-piece 
stainless steel bar set 
Price: £40 

Stockist: Debenhams (0171-408 4444 
for stockists! 

Description: The tiny bucket may 
be more appropriate for holding 
cashew nuts than a wine bottle and 


ice (as optimistically illustrated on 
the box), but otherwise this set 
comprises toe surgeon’s tools of toe 
budding barman: clip-on cocktail 
strainer; bottle-opener; stirrec jiggec 
knife, ice-cube tongs and double- 
sided measures for 25ml and 50ml 
shots respectively. ' 

Style: ★★★ 

Anything else worth considering? 
Well if money is no object you can 
quickly rack up a Third World debt 
on silver-plated bar furnishings, 
such as a 50ml £105 measure, from 
Selfridges <0171-629 1234) 

FINISHING TOUCHES 

lb make sure you're more of shaker- 
maker than Tbm Cruise in toe cock- 
tail department, ensure that the 
following items are also readily to 
hand: chopping-board, citrus peeler 
paring-knife, a grater; Long-bandied 


metal bar spoons, swizzle sticks, 
straws, cocktail sticks, a muddler (for 
crushing sugar and bruising mint 
leaves), suitable glasses (avoid ones 
etched with functional words such 
as "juice" and “martinT), a jug 
Irish coffee spoons, and an ice cube 
tray. A decent selection of spirits and 
mixers (Angostura bitters and 
grenadine are essential) is also ad- 
visable, plus a little cheat book that 
can be discreetly tucked away. The 
notebook-sized How to Make Over 
200 Cocktails (50p, Claremont 
Books) is perfect. Finally, don't for- 
get the finishing touch without which 
no cocktail party guest can recognise 
their own ridiculousness - toe paper 
umbrellas (£1 .69, Tesco. 0800 505555 
for enquiries). 

SHAUN PHILLIPS 
The writer is deputy editor of'ZS/T 


Check it Out 

HI-TECH ALTERNATIVES 


MUST be something about 
toe\i£> 'roach a new millennium 
that’raakes people want to go all 
technological. Whatever toe rea- 
son, even “alternative" aspects of 
contemporary life are repac kagin g 
themselves into hi-tech phenome n a- 
If you’re seeking peace of boefy. 
mind or soul there’s almost certainly 
a futuristic gadget out there to help 
you achieve it 

If you're searching far some- 
thing to soothe the soul forget the 
odd wind chime here and there, 
these days even feng shui has gone 
digital The latest feng shui website 
offers an interactive service that will 
let even troubled travellers bring 
fengsbui to (heir hotel room. Simply 
connect up to the site, pay by credit 
card (£li per room) and sit tack 
while Kate Lord and Huw Griffiths, 
toe online feng shui consultants, 
assess your surroundings. 

Patience wBl be necessary how- 
eve: Tbesite is still in its teething 
stage so there is a long wait while 
all the images load up - the sug- 
gestion is that you scroll through the 
instructions in the pop-up window to 
jlhps the time - and tny computer put 
S5wn h very bad ch’i foot hy refus- 
ing to let me access the service. 

If your computer is more gener- 


picture of the room 
and then, after paying 
the necessary cash, 
wait for toe report to 
materialise. 

Once you've taken 
the site’s advice and 
got your living space 
sorted, move onto toe 
mind with an As- 
tro path.- Fbr those 
who secretly scan 
the papers for the 
horoscopes, £19.99 
will buy a whole 
year's worth of de- 
tailed daily astro- 
logical predictions. 

These nattily 
named machines 
look reassuringly 
like toe calculator 
included in ^ its 
ran ge of ftinctions 
(so no one need 
know what you're up 
to) and are available for 
each sign of the zodiac. 

7b find out your horoscope on aqy 
day in 1999, dick on the ‘horoscope’ 
button, punch in the date and scroll 
across the battery-powered LCD 
screen. Compiled by a team of pro- 
fessional astrologers - including 
Nicholas Campion, the president of 
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The Astropath, left, and moon diary above 


qp ® the latest celebrity visitors and 
browse the example room report 

before going to “start”. After tapping 
® toe direction of toe room’s door; 
you use toe computer to “draw” a 


the AsirraDgK^ 

Britain - the horoscopes are entic- 
ingly frivolous but, as with all things 
astrological, whether you <fe«te 
that they are accurate or notlaije- 
ly conies down toyour own beliefs. 


Sceptics win be put off by the 
detail (claims that I wrote poetry 
yesterday did not materialise), but 
it's fun, would make a great present 
anri has all kinds of useful functions. 
The Astropath helps you choose 
numbers for the National Lottery, 
houses the afore-mentioned calcu- 
lator and an alarm clock and even 
works out emotional and profes- 
sional compatibility with other peo- 
ple for each day of the year BKmeyl 
The latest scheduling accessory 
is also related to astrology although 


it’s not an astrological calendar. 
The Greta Kahn Moon Diaiy (£5.95 
plus 45p P&P) is based around 
“moon knowledge". The diary 
laments the fact that “the best time 
to sow seed or to cut wood ceased 
to be a theme in the lives of bankers 
and office workers”, but it aims to 
change all that and use the same 
principles as are used in agriculture 
to help organise the hip urbanite’s 
hairdressing yean 
Strange, but apparently it's (rue. 
The different planetary positions and 


stellar constellations throughout 
the lunar cycle transmit “cosmic en- 
ergies" which affect us physically. 

The effect of aQ this is that a wax- 
ing moon is the ideal time for cut- 
ting and nourishing hair treatments 
whereas a waning moon is a better 
time for cleansing. Certain days 
are good for colouring and anti- 
dandruff treatments and other days 
- “water” days - are bad for pretty 
much everything except structure- 
improving treatments. 

Before you so much as turn a 


page rathe diary you must have your 
hair analysed then, once you’ve pin- 
pointed its type, you can consult the 
diaiy to find out what you should or 
shouldn't do to your hair. Each day 
of the year has an entry listing 
whether it’s a good or bad day for 
cutting, perming or pretty much 
everything to do with your ha ir as 
well as space to scribhle down all the 
necessary hair appointments. 

In case you're wondering, today 
is a good day for cutting your hair if 
you want to increase volume and 


encourage rapid growth. Hair care 
treatments will be effective and ox- 
idising and bleaching processes will 
work well.. . It doesn’t say anything 
about washing, but I think IT risk it 

Rhiannon Batten 

The feng shut website is at 
xoteto.ontine-jbngshui.com; for 
Astropath stockists . call on 1-229 
9394; copies of ‘The Moon And 
Your Hair’ con be ordered from 
wunv.gretakahn.com or by phone 
on 0151-856 7720 
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L The Fo rd Focus is a little estate with room to spare. By Gavin Green 

Small thinks big 
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THE FORD Focus hit the car scene 
with the same sort of impact that 
Michael Owen hit the football pitch, 
and the accolades were just as 
fast in coming. The hatchback ver- 
sion of the Fbcus - the only model 
launched thus Ear — has won just 
about every magazine comparison 
test it's been in. It’s been feted 
around Europe and also easily won 
the 1999 Car of the Year award. 

What was significant about its 
victory in' the COTY was not just the 
margin of its win, which was big but 
the widespread nature of its popu- 
larity. The judges from France liked 
it just as much as those from Fin- 
land; ditto the Greeks, Germans. 
Belgians, Britons, Swedes and 
Spaniards. Often the COTY judges 
back their national favourites. Not 
this year The Focus wiped the 
board, lb cap off a terrific couple 
of months for Fbrd, the Fbcus has 
just picked up top marks in the of- 
ficial NCAP European safety tests. 

But like any new Stan there 
comes a time when the sparkle will 
start to flicker. And that’s when the 
critics, who have lauded the new 
Fbcus like no ether mass-made 
car I can remember, will be poised, 
knives ready to thrust 

The first big opportunity for the 
knockers comes when a car's 
model range starts to proliferate. 
Yes, yes, the hatch maybe ace. But 
can the other versions which follow 
possibly be as good? Well the Fbcus 
range is about to go from hatch only 
to estate and four-door saloon as 
well Here, we test the load-lugging 
estate version. 

Let’s start on a sour note. The 
hold-all model doesn't look as ele- 
gant as the freshly-styled hatch. The 
estate's back end looks rather graft- 
ed on. like a box-room extension to 
an already handsome building. The 
stylish Sloan e Square front sits 
uncomfortably with the suburban 
semi-detached stern. There are 
very few estates that look like they 
were designed as estates from the 
outset with most looking like con- 
verted hatches or saloons. 

In lugging capacity, though, the 
new estate is excellent Ford claims 
it is the roomiest car in its dass, and 
if you start to cart around big loads 
you'll be unlikely to gainsay them. 
The carrying area is high. wide, un- 
cluttered and well able to accom- 



On the road: the Fbrd Fbcus handles superbly, with a range of engines to choose from 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Make and model: Ford Focus 
L6 Zetec estate £14,000 
Engine: l,596cc, four cylinders, 
16 valves, lOObhp at 6,000rpm 
Transmission: Five-speed 
man ual, front wheel drive 
Performance: Maximum 
speed llamph, 0-60mph in 11.0 
seconds, 40.9mpg average 

Rivals 

Citroen Xsara 1.6LX estate 
£13,635. Good ride, nippy 
enough and quite roomy, but 
lacks the engaging driving 
manners of the Fbcus 


Peugeot 306 1.6LX estate 
£14^20. Stylish, good to drive, 
soft riding, but not as spacious 
as the Fbrd 

Vauxhall Astra 1.6LS estate 
£14.045. Probably the Focus's 
keenest rival Spacious and 
handsome, but the cabin’s trim 
is second-rate 

Volkswagen Golf 1 ACL estate 
£13,920. The estate Golf still 
uses the old Golf's 
underpinnings, so it's 
outgunned by the new Fbrd in 
just about every way 


modate large objects. The rear 
seats fold forward, to let in more 
luggage. Pity the bottom back-seat 
cushion is one-piece, when the rear 
backrests are split 60:40. It's one of 
the few obvious signs of Fbrd penny- 
pinching. and does compromise 
the car’s load-carrying versatility. 

As with the Focus hatch, the rear 
seat is outstandingly roomy, offer- 


ing excellent head- and leg-room. 
In every area except shoulder- 
room. it is as spacious as the Mon- 
deo in the next-class-up. Trim 
quality is also good, even if the 
Focus lades the class of the Golf. 

The dashboard is a strange fu- 
turistic design, which won’t appeal 
to everyone. But it sites all the con- 
trols very conveniently - including 


the radio, up nice and High in the 
centre of the dash. The only blem- 
ish is on the top-range Ghia version, 
which gets awful feke wood, which 
dearly comes from a cheap tube 
rather than a majestic tree. 

The Fbcus estate drives su- 
perbly It handles and steers as well 
as the Fhmis Hatch, thp class b ench - 
mark and is ahead of rivals. It's 

only when the load starts to get re- 
ally heavy that its fleetness suffers. 

There’s a range of engines on 
offer; but the best is the 1.6-litre 
petrol engine. It is smooth revving, 
pleasingly brisk and extremely eco- 
nomical You should have little dif- 
ficulty getting dose to 40mpg. If you 
want more rip, but less refinement 
the 1.8- and 2.0-Iitre engines won’t 
disappoint 

Personally, I'd stick with the 
more handsome five-door Focus 
hatch, and pay the home-delivery 
fee every time I buy too much at 
Ikea or Homebase. But if you really 
want the carrying capadty, and 
fancy a small estate, then there is 
no better choice. The styling may 
be more disjointed than the hatch. 
But the Focus estate is still a 
terrifically good car. 


Kings of the road at 
knockdown prices 

If you have got to have a 4x4, then the current 
means now is the time to pick up a bargain. By Janigg — 


FOUR-BY-FOURS have been found 
out Used off-roaders are now 
officially in the price doldrums and 
are cheaper than they have been for 
many years. 

That is odd because the winter is 
usually boom tine for vehicles of tins 
type, and one would expect to see 
values strengthening along with 
demand. However; if yon genuinely 
need to biiy or have always 
promised yourself a 4x4, now is 
probably the time to buy 

Even so, some models are better 
value than others. According to the 
January issue of CAP Block Book, 
one of the motor industry's leading 
price guides, the 4x4 sector has been 
struggling for most of 1998. It be- 
lieves that the trend will continue 
this year CAP makes the observa- 
tion that buyers favour the two 
opposite ends Of this market Fash- 
ionabl e, so called lifestyle 4x4s (such 
asHondaCBVsandlbyotaRAV4s) ' 
are stiff papular; while high-mileage, 
well-established off-roaders more 
than five years old are doing very 
well Everything else is straggling. 

So there has never been abetter 
tima to put this mar ketplace under 
the microscope and maybe even dip 
your toes into the wonderful world 
of used off-roaders. 

So what is happening? Weil, cer- 
tain kinds of 4x4s are coming to the 
end of their fashion cycle. A lot of 
buyers switched from hot hatches 
to 4x4s in the early Nineties when 
insurance premiums went through 
the roof and appreciated the atten- 
tion-seeking dimensions of a two- 
storey truck. It did not take long for 
owners to realise that they were ac- 
tually slow, ugly uneconomical and. 
in the urban areas where they were 
mostly used, a pain to park. Bad pub- 
licity about pedestrian safety from 
bull bars did not help either: and so 
the 4x4 backlash was in fuli swing. 
That soon filtered down to the used 
market, making it harder to seD 
certain models. 

CAP identified two particular 
models at the top end of the market. 
The Range Rover 4.6 HSE costs a 
staggering £50.990. However to the 
gentlemen of the motor trade, a 1998 
R-registration example is worth 



Jeep Grand Cherokee -L0 Orvis 

just £334500. With only 10,000 miles 
on the dock and buffed up for the 
forecourt, it will be temptingly 
priced at no more than £36,995. 

CAP also thought that toe Mitsu- 
bishi Shogun GLXwasa high-profile 
model set to struggle this yean By 
contrast, tho ugh, genuine, pre-used 
4x4s, like the older Land Rover 
Discovery, \ fouxhall Frontera and 
Isuzn Trooper are all in high de- 
mand. That probably has a lot to do 
with all three of those models 
recently befog replaced by pretty 


I could feel the seller 
wilting under not too 
much pressure to 
bring the price down 


muc h physically ittentirgl, although 
technically superior new models. 

Marketing research reveals that 
people like the familiar, chunky 
shapes, but that also seems to be 
doing no harm to used values, al- 
though in the shortterm, they may 
make the latest models suffer a pice 
crisis. Most surprising of all is the 
strength of the real muddy boots 
brigade- The Land Rover; in it’s 
Defender and older guise, continues 
to perform like the legend it is and 
is never likely to go out of fashion. 

Lada may not the most fashion- 
able motoring name, but the dis- 
continued Niva range still mates 
converts. This cheap and cheerful 
vehicle still manages to get an 
enthusiastic fan dub for just a few 


thousand pounds. D^hatsus ari 

also respected rathertfaan fashion 

best of that breed. Indeed Daihatsu 

with toeTterious4x4, t^tocoroer 

the micro off-road market with this 

model and has ended up slashing the 

newprice by more than £2,000. 

If you dont mind bemg unfash- 
ionable, there are lots ofbaiga ms to 
be had. A 1994 three-door D^coray 
SOOTdi which has covered 711000 
miles costs at least £800 l^sthau a 
five-door If you can afford the fuel 
bills, kDOckmore than £1.000 off for 

a petrol V8. . 

If you want a real 4x4 bargain, 
then you have to buy a vehide from 
someone who maybe should not 
have got themselves lumbered with 
an off-roader in the first place. 
These 4x4 wannabes won’t have 
damaged the vehicle off road, will 
have gently run it in and should be 
desperate the see the back of it I 
took a trawl through the classified 
advertisements to see how long it 
1 would take to find some giveaway 
4x4s. 1 found a 1988 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee Orvis which had done a 
year’s motoring up for grabs at 
£28,000. Selling for more than £33,000 
new. I could feel the seller witting 
under not too much pressure, bring- 
ing the price down to the earlier 
£2 0,000s. Then there was the Fron- 
tera owner who gave it all away in 
the advertisement he wanted to 
- part-exchange his L- registration 
2.3 TD model for a Vauxhall Corsa 
TD. Otherwise they wanted £8,500. 

It is worth mentioningthat there 
are increasing numbers of Japanese 
import models. These Mitsubishi 
Shoguns are badged Pajero and 
come with every conceivable extra 
for under £10,000. The Japanese Im- 
port Centre (01883 7444438) is well 
worthacalL 

Range Rover anyone? Well there 
isn’t any good reason to pay much 
more than £10,000. There seem to be 
a lot of the last of the K and L reg- 
istration models being cleared by the 
gentry. Maybe they know some- 
thing we don’t Perhaps thirsty old 
Range Rovers are going to be 
banned. At these prices, they wifl 
certainty be an endangered species. 



THERE'S A grey revolution going 
on. but nobody seems to have 
told the car companies. 

The over 50s - the Saga set - 
have the highest disposable 
incomes, the greatest amount of 
leisure time, are the least likely 
to haggle and complain, will pay 
more for good service, and are 
usually the most loyal 
customers. And yet, in all their 
ads and their public utterances, 
car makers seem obsessed with 
winning ever-yo linger 
customers. Ageism is rife. Older 
buyers are being swept aside, in 
the car makers’ quest to be seen 
as young and trendy. 

Even Mercedes-Benz and 
Volvo, past champions of the 


silver-haired set, are trying to be 
cool. At the recent press launch 
of the Mercedes S-dass, the 
world's greatest car - usually 
bought by those on the wrong 
side of 50 - the talk was of trying 
to court a younger clientele. 
(Mercedes’ boss did refer to 
“youthful customers” as being 
40-45, which is not how Doc 
Martens, Dolce & Gabbana and 
Boyzone's publicists would 
define youth.) 

Volvo, once the seminal 
sensible car for sensible people, 
now has ad campaigns which 
promote style and high 
performance - characteristics 
winch traditional Volvo buyers 
have long eschewed. Sensible 


people, usually more mature 
people, put safety, reliability and 
comfort ahead of sex appeal and 
the 0-60 figures. Volvo, 
apparently, no longer does so. 

Both Volvo and Mercedes are 
trying to enjoy the same success 
as BMW and Audi in opening the 
wallets of young professionals. 
This seems wholly misguided, 
given that 50-piuses are better 
customers, in just about every 
way, than the 25-45s. Besides, the 
Zimmers don’t like Bimmers 
because BMW has a flash, trendy 
image, which is complete 
anathema to many thinking 
people. Driving a BMW 
( especially a red one) is still a 
little bit like wearing a Versace 



Gavin 

Green 

Older buyers are being 
swept aside in the car 
makers' quest to be seen 
as young and trendy 


tie ora sweat-shin with “Polo” 
emblazoned across it It just isn’t 
a very gentlemanly thing to do. 

The quest to win young 
customers is usuaily 
mis begotten, anyhow. Renault 
put great emphasis on how the 
Twingo baity car. sold throughout 
Europe but not in the UK would 
win over the under-30s. Here was 
a car that bad brightly coloured 
seats, chunky Fisher Price 
switchgear, and Toytown styling. 
It had all the hallmarks of “Youth 
Appeal”. It has also proved a 
great success, particularly in - 
France. But guess who bought 
it? In the first year, most 
customers were over 50. 

“It was a huge surprise,” a . 


Renault marketing boss told me. 
“Oid people were attracted to the 
Twfogo’s fresh n ess. But young 
people, subsequent research 
showed, regard buying a car as a 
serious thing to do, so they fond 
to prefer sober; sensible cars.” 
Honda is another maker that 
finds itself in a dile mma it is 
desperate to win an image as a 
manufacturer of trendy cars for 
trend}* people. It built the NSX 
supercar which was better than 
any Ferrari of the time, even if it 
didn’t sell welL It has done 
Formula One successfully. And 
yet in Britain at any rate, its 
saloon and hatch models are the 
consummate Eastbourne 
Expresses - sweet well-made 


cars for old people who value 
reliability over everything else. 
“We’d love a younger audience in 
Britain, but we can’t desert our 
key customers," tile marketing 
manager told me somewhat 
ruefully a year or so ago. 

But why try to have a younger 
audience? Fm desperate for one 
car mater to break ranks, see 
over-50s as desirable customers 
instead of profitable 
embarrassments, and admit grey 
is good. How about a limited- 
edition Volvo (maybe called the 
V40 Viagra) with woollen blanket 
upholstery. M&S cardie colours, 
check-patterned roof lining and - 
the piece de resistance ~ a 
bifocal windscreen? 


MOTORING 



Cars for Sale 


TAX FREE 
CARS 


SUSSEX IMPORTS LIMITED 



Save up to 30% on yonr ‘T* Reg. car 

We are now taking orders for New right-hand drive 
ve hides for March 1" (T REG.TdeUvery 


Ul vehicles earn ( . 

L'.K. registration and warrarm 


■ Order to yocnr specification 
• Save even more with oar 
Unique self import guide. Visit our web sire 
for a foil Tour of services including 
many vehicles available for 
IMMEDIATE nFJ.IWRY 


SUSSEX IMPORTS LTD. 

Web site: www.sussex-fmports.co.uk 

Tel: 01424 201881 
Fax: 01424 201835 


Registration Numbers 
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DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
9 you are contempaUng a ttd ptaase constoer tfte bengls of open atfcxs; 
e provide cc nji Bhaf ah a tota ma flen. Bssanflal when coming to a tad 
datiaon; mhgwfc a you may Inadvertently bid too mutfi or too Me. 


PHONE: 01257 482305 FAX: 474745 * L . 


To advertise in this section 
please call the Motoring Team 
on OI7r 293 2338 


MY WORST CAR 

Simon nearn’s Renault 5 Gordini 

Strictly no left turn 


rvE HAD so many realty 
awful cars over the 
years, but in their own 
special way I sort of 
still love them. 

When I was a car 
dealer the num- 
ber of bad cars I 
came across was 
horrendous. Be- 
fore then, I got 
through a heap of 
cars as a student. 

The one I remember 
.the best was a Renault 5. 

It wasn’t just an ordinary 
one, though, it was the fast one, 
in the shape of the Gordini 
version with a l,40Qcc engine 
I found it pretty safe, because 
it realty wasn't fast enough to 
fall off the road. Ifce trouble was 
that the gear knob kept coming 
off at the worst possible mo- 
ment - SUCh as changing gepy 
It would do odd things and 
mate a nasty noise every time 
I turned left. Further investiga- 
tion revealed that it had suffer- 
ed a big shunt on the left-hand 
side and not been put back to- 
gether very well afterwards. 

I swore that I would never 
have one again, but that didn't 
stop me sticking with the Gor- 
dini for the time being, which 
meant that it could leave me 
stranded in the middle of road- 
works on the M25. It had to go. 
but that Gordini needed some 
special selling skills. So when 
the buyer came around for a 
test drive, I told him to drive 



Renault 5 Gordini - a nasty noise at every turn 

right out of the house, first abandon me at thf 
right, then right and finally Birmingham. T 

right back into my drive. That »*** =«««.*»- . 

was the only way I could avoid 
the noisy left-hand side show- 
ing up. Mind you, the guy I sold 



The gear knob 
kept coming off at 
the worst moment 


It was a Vauxhal 
GTE. lake the Gore 
a hot ha t ch , ®cept jj 

3DQ utf. hJnvfliMfT _ 



it to in Wigan was back two days 

later to complain. After that I 
remember having a horrible 
bright orange Austin Metro. It 
never broke down, but it would 
misfire above 50mph and did 


ways U. Was 

Renault and M 

gether,Lnckfly iSon 
ated it on a baj 

weekend in Manch 

Simon Neam is the 
director qf Cater) 


own& 
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your door 

Would you back the right to roam if 
you had a public footpath outside 
your sitting room? By Penny Jackson 

N ot every one would it does make people think twice he- 
re lish the thought fore bui-’ing a property with a public 
of being peered at right of access. Some of the footpaths 
over the garden can run close to the main building, 
hedge while enjoy- In Janies Laing's case, very dose. 
me an al fresco "When vou get to the lap of our 


N ot every one would 
relish the thought 
of being peered at 
over the garden 
hedge while enjoy- 
ing an al fresco 
summer lunch. A home in the coun- 
try tends to mean peace, quiet and 
above all privacy, shielded from the 
public gaze by acres of land. 

But James Laing is used to 
strange faces popping up. His Berk- 
shire farmhouse is surrounded on 
three sides by either a footpath ur 


‘Ramblers must 
understand that what 
is just grass to them 
is a crop to us' 


bridle path. Walkers and nders are 
as much part of his landscape as the 
animals, and he has few complaints. 
“They almost always stop and say 
good morning, and ask what we are 
doing. They have a genuine interest 
in the countryside. In every respect, 
it is an enjoyable experience." 

- Controversy over the right to 
I mam makes it easy to believe that 
'landowner and public are locked in 
battle ova* the use of the countryside. 
Even though it is an issue affecting 
mainly large estates with open land. 


it does make people think twice be- 
fore buying a property with a public 
right of access. Some of the footpaths 
can run dose to the main building. 
In Janies Laing's case, very dose. 

“When you get to the top of our 
driveway, the path comes to within 
40 yards of the house, which you (an 
see straight ahead Then you can ef- 
fectively walk right through the farm 
buildings and see the house from the 
other side over the garden hedge. The 
land is open there, with no gates or 
styles. Our main wuny is security. We 
have lud three burglaries since we 
moved here eight years ago," 

As the owner of 80 acres of land, 
Laing, who works for estate agents 
Strutt & Parker, who are strongly as- 
sociated with the country, is in no 
doubt that landowners should be 
more welcoming, not less. “If u c cre- 
ate proper parking areas at the start 
of footpaths, there will less reason for 
people to stray on to grazing land 
How often do you see one start on a 
narrow verge in a bramble hedge and 
with nowhere toparkforhalfa mile? 
Then walkers roam illegally across 
fields until they pick up the route path. 
Worse stiQ. they are likely to block up 
gateways with their cars. 

“My problem is not with ramblers 
but with motorcyclists. If a group of 
kids come along whistling and 
ringing that's great What I do object 
to is when a motorbike, which 
shouldn't be there, spoils our privacy. 
When they race around on a Sunday 


It’s always nice to meet new people - as long as they behave responsibly and respect residents' right to a bit of privacy 


afternoon without silencers, the noise 
is like holdings chain saw. They can 
be physically and verbally abusive. 
One took a swing at a guest last sum- 
mer By the time the police arrive, 
they've disappeared” 

Nor is it just bikes. Drivers of four- 
wheel vehicles are equally tempted 
by the open land This kind of sce- 
nario is why some buyers won’t con- 
template buying a place where the 
public have a ccess. As they see it, the 
public has lost sight of the fact that 
these paths originally existed for a 


few villagers to get, to work or nip to 
the pub. Their fear is of numbers and 
confronting the badly behaved 
At the Exeter office of Knight 
FYank, Richard Addington is used to 
buyers from the south-east throwing 
up their hands in horror. “I try to ex- 
plain that is Devon we have 3,500 
miles of footpaths and, apart from the 
coastal paths, they are not used 
much. There isn't the same pressure 
on them as in the south-east Local 
people are more relaxed about it.” 
Last summer he sold two farm- 


houses on the coast, both with a cou- 
ple of cottages and 25 acres. The one 
that was very private sold for more 
than £500,000, while the other with a 
footpath that led quite dose to the 
house, sold under half a million. 

“There was a difference of about 
15 per cent The footpath was defi- 
rati^r a large facta; because anything 
that dose to the sea would normally 
get a good price.” 

It is not unknown to lose a sale al- 
together In Knight Frank’s Guildford 
office, Nigel Mitchell says that the 


saleability of such properties de- 
creases, even in areas such as 
Hazdmere “It’s a particular problem 
where old farm cottages have been 
converted into a house. One, sitting 
in the middle of 30 acres, had a foot- 
path running past the sitting room 
window.” At the moment he has a 
cottage for sale in three quarters of 
an acre with a private right of way 
across it “If it was a public footpath, 
it would be far more of a problem.” 
Some owners enjoy the prospect 
of running into the public; some of 


John Voos 

them are farmers. Injured cattle or 
sheep stuck on their backs have 
been rescued after walkers have 
discovered them en route. “They 
must understand that what is grass 
to them, is a crop to us." says one. 
“And stick to the footpaths.” 

Walking is the only activity allowed 
since the prosecution earlier this cen- 
tury of an anti-hunt demonstrator He 
stood on the footpath waving his um- 
brella and was found guilty of doing 
something other than walking. \bu 
have been warned. 



Can Carol Vorderman really 
help you sell your home? 

As the TV schedules fill up with property programming, Ginetta Vedrickis looks at the makeover phenomenon 


Stepping Stones 

One woman's Property story 




jg^SGME VENDORS go to extreme 
\aagths. Inviting Carol Smfllie or even 
~ 'Carol Vorderman to give your home 
a quick makeover might be going a lit- 
tle far but could it help you sell? 

Changing Rooms famously uses 
staple guns, MDF and Handy Andy to 
transform suburban domesticity into, 
if Laurence LleweDyn-Bowen has a 
say something more dosely resem- 
bling a bordello. Its ITV rival. Better 
Homes, features Carol Vordermann 
overseeing sledgehammers and 
wrecking balls with the emphasis on 
serfous structural change as two fam- 
ilies compete to see who can add most 
value to their properties. 

Cynics might assume the bordello 
look hinders sales but some estate 
agents are keen to try unconvention- 
al ways of achieving commissions. 
Paul Curtis of Roy Brooks’ Dulwich 
branch appeared in C5's House Doc- 
. tor, in which "real estate stylist" Ann 
L^Maurice advises vendors how to im- 
lBp wb thear properties’ appearance. 


You’ve got to look at 
your house as others do, 
which is hard if you've 
lived there some time’ 


Paul Curtis nominated two prop- 
-erties era his books which had not sold 
and viewers saw prospective buyers 
give opinions before and after Ann's 
makeover Did the programme attract 
i buyers? “Wte didn’t sell either of them,” 
says Paul who still credits the im- 
prowements of one “appalling” house: 

‘ “Basically it was heaped with under- 
L wear and what the cameras couldn't 
j- capture was the smell.” 

After Ann Maurice fearlessly ad- 
:• vised the vendor to remove the clut- 
ter; including the surfeit of 
; ' undergarments, the property looked 
• land must have smelt) fresher - so 
t^wfrdidift Paul sell it? “Wte had an in- 
wtyit buyer but the vendor got greedy 
A ; d sold through another agent for 
PlO#»jnore.” 

- ^ . In contrast, Paul's other property 
Has a beautiful roof-terrace fiat which 
(«iXovedsurprisin^ydifficulttOSdl;“It’S 
a lovely flat but the programme 
cotddattt&ange the feet that it’s on a 
. mam road,” says Paul who firmly 
! believes that House Doctor, unlike 
: programmes featuring structural 
changes, reminds- vendors of the 




Terrie TbweD, star - or victim -of BBC's ‘Changing Rooms' 


obvious advantages of ensuring that 
their assets always look their best TYs 
not necessary to renovate but it’s 
common sense to tidy up and it pays.” 

Daisy Goodwin, House Doctor* s 
editor, agrees - and takes credit for 
turning around the infamous “house 
with underpants”: “No one in their 
right mind would have bought that 
house but we sold it” She befieves that 
most properties “given the Ann treat- 
ment" sell quieter and for more: 
'‘You've got to look at your house as 
others see it, which is hard if you've 
lived there for some time. But you 
wouldn’t turn up for an interview 


wearing old jeans and trainers and 
it’s the same when selling.” 

Comparing buying to interview- 
ing, Daisy says that prospective buy- 
ers deride within 10 seconds and she 
calls Ann Maurice’s advice brutal but 
effective: “On TV it's essential not to 
pull punches." How did recipients re- 
spond to brutal criticism? “Some of 
them were dumbstruck until they 
saw their homes redone and then they 
were convinced.” 

Daisy believes that Ann's back- 
ground as an American real -estate 
agent gives her the edge over her 
British counterparts: “Agents there 


Mykel Nicoloou 

have a professional attitude and must 
pass exams. Most are inature women 
with a real sense of whatpeople want 
Here you get spotty 24-year- olds who 
just have to be able to drive VW Golfs. 
They are too warned about losing their 
commissions but I -think sellers would 
prefer agents who say; Do this and you 
can make thirty grand more’.” 

Daisy admits to a serious distaste 
for other peoples' belongings and her 
own three purchases have all been of 
empty properties. When selling she 
makes strenuous efforts to erase any 
trace ofhuman fife: put fresh flow- 

ers out and clear everything away so 


it's like a hoteL Trouble is, it looks so 
good that we don't want to move.” She 
previously worked on Homefrxmt, an- 
other makeover programme, but ad- 
mits that she wouldn’t undergo one 
herself “Not in a million years. Ybu 
don’t have much control and the 
stress of TV crews and builders in your 
home is a nightmare. You can get 
poshed into doing things you don't 
want to do." She views House Doctor 
differently: “All these houses weren’t 
seffing and we helped them do it” 
Someone who agreed to a TV 
makeover is Terrie TbweD who, with 
husband Brian, allowed the. BBC 
Changing Rooms team to transform 
thefr bedroom white they, with stylist 
Linda Barker, remade their neigh- 
bour’s son’s room. Though it was 
originally the neighbour's idea to 
apply, Tterrie enjoyed the experience 
but says it was easy to be “talked into 
things". While she calls her pre- 
makeover bedroom “disgusting” she 
liked the end results: "It was bard work 
but I loved eveiything thqy did.” 

On 10 February the nation (well a 
few million viewers) wiD be privy to the 
inside of Tenie’s lavender bedroom 
and, yes, she does cry on screen but 
puts this down to exhaustion rather 
than elation. All will be revealed then 
but the prospect of being recognised 
in the street is not a worry: “I don’t 
min d if they buy me a drink. ” She be- 
lieves her TV makeover will not affect 
future sales in real terms but will def- 
initely improve saleability: “I don’t 
think it will add pounds on but it could 
be a good selling point” 

Paul Curtis agrees that properties 
which have appeared on TV hold 
added attraction for buyers and, by 

ifra mng iittwKiwinflna^helpp iBh 

up local prices. This week’s tabloid 
headline “ Changing Rooms wrecked 
my marriage” told the story of Stew- 
art Bush, whose relationsltip founder- 
ed following his wife's reaction to the 
“futuristic stiver revamp", forcing 
him to sell his Sidcup house. 

Mr Bush won’t be interested but if 
you’re not the shy retiring type Daisy 
Goodwin is seeking vendors with 
hard-to-sell properties for House Doc- 
tor’s s?pring series. Not everytrae need 
apply. “We rejected one which bad 
been on the market for six years. If 
you're next to the M4 there are some _ 
houses that win never selL" 

House Doctor: 0272-436 6064; 

Roy Brooks: 0181-299 3021: 

Changing Rooms: Wed 8pm BBCl; 
Better Homes; Mon 8.30pm /TV 





Jennie Burgen and children 

SINCE 1976, stained-glass 
maker Jennie Burgen has 
bought three properties. 

She now lives in a cottage 
in Wimbledon. 

In the late Sixties, 

Jennie, her husband and a 
kitten lived in a small 
bedsit in Putney. The i 

building baited on to a 
main railway tine: “It was « 

so noisy that you had to 
stop all conversation when 
a train went by." i 

Sharing a “grotty” i 

bathroom with three other 
tenants while eight months i 

pregnant brought the 
inevitable realisation: “It 
was time to move on." i 
When her mother-in-law 
heard about a three- ; 

bedroom, three-reception i 
Victorian house for rent in i 
Wimbledon, Jennie went to i 
see it: "It was a dump, with 
a leaking roof in the back i 
extension, dangerous i 

Thirties wiring and rotting i 
window frames." i 

Most people would have 
baited but not Jennie: “We 
were thrilled, to us it was a ’ 
palace.” Every six months 
the landlord “repaired” the 1 
leaking roof using ; 

“bitumen and bits of old i 
carpet", but by 1976, “two 
babies, much work and a 1 
second relationship later”, i 
Jennie and her partner 
bought the house as sitting i 
tenants for £10,000. 

Jennie loved the house J 
and its space but hankered : 
after a country cottage 1 
although “the time was i 
never right". By 1986, the 1 
relationship had ended and J 
Jennie sold for £69,000. She i 
bought a smaller place in I 


nearby Motspur Park for 
£50,000. This house was 
also Victorian and over 
time Jennie carried out 
much work including 
restoring the kitchen and 
stained-glass door which 
prompted her to take an 
evening class in stained- 
glass making. This led to a 
career - Jennie restored 
most of this street’s doors. 
But when her children left 
home the house seemed 
too large. 

Four months ago, she 
saw a “lovely two-bedroom 
1860s cottage” for sale in 
Merton Paris. Jennie sold 
for £155,000 and bought for 
£165,000 although local 
agents Finch & Co. 
estimate “tip-top" cottages 
in this conservation area 
now go for about £190,000. 

She may not have made 
it to the country but, just 10 
minutes from Wimbledon 
station, lives next to a field 
and a churchyard. 

Ginetta vedeuckas 

Those moves in brief... 
1976 - bought three- 
bedroom Wimbledon house 
as sitting tenant for 
£10,000, sold for £69,000. 
1986 - bought smaller 
house in Motspur Park for 
£50,000 sold for £155,000. 
1998 - bought cottage for 
£165,000. worth £190,000. 

If you mould Wee your 
moves to he featured write 
to: Nic Ctcufti, Stepping 
Stones, One Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DLE100 
wtU be awarded for the 
best story. 
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T he Scottish Parliament is 
coming. The Scottish 
Parliament is coming." 
Unfortunately, Edin- 
burgh property conver- 
sations these days often 
end where they began: with anticipa- 
tion of the new Parliament at Holy- 
rood, in the city centre. 

How much turbulence will it cause 
in Edinburgh property values? Some 
local estate agents expect limited 
movement in keeping with a city of 
half a million people. Others anticipate 
soaring prices, while Colin Strang 
Steel, a partner at Knight Frank, be- 
lieves that most of the effects that will 
happen already have: “I think prices 
will start to level off now. Most of the 
demand will soon be satisfied.' 1 

Colin Campbell is an army officer, 
and be has been watching the prop- 
erty market carefully. A single man 
who is currently flat-hunting, he is con- 
centrating his efforts in central Ed- 
inburgh: *Tm looking in New Town, 
Stockbridge and Comely Bank, and 
prices are going through the roof. A 
few months ago, a flat on offer for 
£79,000 went for £105,000." 

Mr Campbell contrasts Edinburgh 
nightlife with that of London, where 
evenings can begin in one area and 
often end up miles away in a com- 
pletely different part of town. “Here, 
you walk out of your house, go to one 
section of town, and stay for the night. 
Living away from the centre would 
detract from that" 
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THERE TO VIEW 

Here for the beer 



ITS ONLY about a 100ft walk to The Star from this two- 
bedroom cottage in Mill Law . 

with another half a dozen pubs no .much forther on m 
the town centre. The front door of the . 

terraced cottage leads directly mto the tat<*en v^ich 
has modern timed oak units, built-in oven and hoband a 
Chinese slate flaon There’s an lift sitting room jitfa 
exposed brick wall, beams, an openfireplace and 
staircase leading to the first floor: Outsde there is a _ 

landscaped garden with an octagonal decking area and 
pergola. Offers are invited from around £115,000. Fbr 
details call Nicholas Zorab (01794 511911). 
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Leith, once the city’s port, is being transformed into a London Docklands- style area 


And soaring city-centre prices, he 
believes, are counterbalanced in that 
this area will be “more insulated 
against price fells in future". 

Excitement regarding the new Par- 
liament is obscuring the perception of 
many waterfront refurbishment 
schemes, that are putting previously 
unapp ealin g or non-residential sec- 
tions of town firmly on to the house- 
buyers' map. The new home of the 


royal yacht Britannia. Leith, “was 
once Edinburgh’s port and it had 
been run down," says solicitor George 
Clark, chairman of the Edinburgh 
Solicitors Property Centre (ESPCL 
“This historic port now has devel- 
opments similar to London's Dock- 
lands, such as bonded warehouses 
converted into lofts, and trendy restau- 
rants, bars and nightlife." 

Mr Clark notes that Leith has 


already seen big price increases, 
which are propelling buyers further 
east along the harbour, to areas such 
as Porto belio and Joppa. “Fortobello 
was a Victorian holiday resort with 
good housing stock but no scope fbr 
Docklands-type development" The 
entire waterfront is slated for massive 
redevelopment in the future. 

Closer to the city centre, “certain 
parts of Newington have Victorian vii- 




Sundoy Mail 

las. but the sections with flats may at- 
tract buyers priced out of March- 
mont where two-bedroom fiats sell for 
approximately £100.000." notes Mr 
Clark. “The same flat in Viewfbrth is 
only £70- £30,000. and further out 
prices in Slateford are even lower” 
Mr Clark's take on Parliament? It 
may stimulate the rental rather than 
the* buyer’s market 

ROBERT LlEBMAN 


ITS A brisk 10 minute walk from Toad House to the : 
White Swan in North Walsham, 15 miles fromitowich: 
time to build up a real thirst for East Anna’s famed _ . 
ales. The four-reception, four-bedroom detached house 
with roses around the windows was formerly two 
cottages, but was recently converted and renovated: ir 
has a 13ft fennhouse-style kitchen, with built-in <wen 

and hob and a door leading to a sun room, a 
conservatory and a large breakfast room. There is a , 
private rear garden with pond and fruit trees, a tern ft. . 
and garden shed. Offers are invited from around 
£129,950. Fbr details contact Francis Horaor Brown i.'. ' 
Co (01603 7676061 . .7/^ V:” 
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Transport: Edinburgh has an 
international airport with daily 
flights to more than 10 major UK 
and continental destinations. By 
train, journey times are 45 hours 
to London. 1.5 hours to Newcastle, 
and 45 minutes to Glasgow. 

Lies and damned lies: The 
Edinburgh Solicitors Property 


Centre (ESPCi compiles and 
distributes average prices and 
percentage changes for several 
inner-city areas as well as the 
suburbs. West Lothian. East 
Lothian, and Midlothian. City- 
centre prices increased 23 per 
cent between 1997 and 1998, and 
Marchmont and Bruntsfield 
jumped 18 per cent Leading all 


categories, however, are suburban 
post-1920 detached villas, which 
have risen by 26 per cent The 
ESPC has been tracking prices for 
more than 25 years and has yet to 
see a drop, the average rising from 
£9.084 in 1973 to £80,000 in 199B. 

New developments: When 
completed this summer, Bryant 


Homes' Heriot Square in 
Rosebum will contain nearly 200 
two- and three-bedroom fiats <146 
already sold), being built in six 
phases. The 19 on current release 
are selling for £110.000 to £148.000. 

Waterfront Edinburgh: This is 
the title of a government private 
partnership to build nearly 4.000 


residential units along the eight- 
mile waterfront- first for sprucing 
up are Granton ana Muirhouse. 

Council tax: Band A is £578. and 
Band H £1.734. 

Estate Agents: ESPC 0131 624 
8000: George Clark 0131 550 1001: 
Knight Frank 0131 225 8171. 


TEL: 0171. 293 2222 


TbLet 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


THIS 17th-century cottage, tucked away down a ‘ 
pedestrian-only lane in Melboum, Cambridgeshire, 

three miles from Rpyston, is hidden from the road and- 

has no garage or parking space. But as it's only a '• : . 
minute’s walk from The Black Horse at one end of the 
lane and The Dolphin at the other, who needs a car? In „ 
a villag e of lovely old cottages, number six Little Lane 
maintains the status quo. Grade H listed, it has a 22ft 
drawing room with beams and brick inglenook 
fireplace, a study with an internal stained-glass window 
and three bedrooms, all with sloping ceilings. Close to 
Meldreth railway station, the journey to King’s Cross is 
about an hour The guide price is £139,950, details from 
Bruce Munro (01799 522628) or Tuckers (01223 845240). 

ROSAUND RUSSELL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Tb Let 


Auctions 


REGENT LETTING LTD 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


No Fee To 
Tenants 

84B Camden Rd 
London NW1 9EA 


Tel: 0171 916 0313 Fax: 0171 916 1607 

OSNEVCRESCEVtNWS £l*>5pw 

Lai$c one tedroxn lu m Cnndai, pood da; fcjunft GUtd kndten Avaiht+k' in March 

PONT HHJL ROAUM - ntiSptr 

One double bcdmnn flat m Ffrcfany Hut kxmge. fined fcnehen Avriahbr now. 

BRUGES PLACE. NWl OMpw 

- ****.• hedroiwi fiat in Cnodon. burp: iepuratu kiuop: with fujfc Gttcd kithen arkl waatang maitinc. jvaiM*; Laftb. 
SWAINS LANE. N6 CbOpw 

"Km l** boon Dat irar crannjiiwt, bra-' loun^i. ftlod bubal. washing nudiJe, jvatotie tww. 

BERGHOLT MEWS. NWl ESOyn. 

iwj bafcnxn bouse. dudik: ram. tup: sqnrali: tamps. fUh fined fcodien withuadmjg mthinc. avadabic la 

R*i 

LUXBOURACH.W1 BWpm 

“Pro doiMc bcdnxm flai. brp; kulfix fully fined Idtetun. cksc to fjmc*>xl. ouadnbk ova. 

BOVNINGS RDl N1S £320)w 

Thnx double bednxm ft*, tugr separau: k.nnfu. Uh fined kdchen wnh mebmg ntchBic. aua0at4; iw*». 

JURDINE RD. El JEXSOp** 

3 * two dnfcfe bedionni bcainaul hnmy apanmenb h Jh; city owatjoWng ihe Thames. fuDy opappid »ijb afl rmxJem 
OMiMliiaxta. nwdem nuw dnckfunem. Sueur eff tma paidne wWi deanMkeaiei, AVAILABLE NOW MUST 
BE SEEN?!!! 

GLOUCGSIERPLACE.W1 rdSOpiv 

Lowdy Umx Kdrowri fiat in zone 1. fuBv filled kkdiai wilbwashii% R*a±ine.iwo iccxnini nx*m. 34 tkjur 
be kx Jiur people. AvaiiHc. 
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France 



Modern bouse in 2,100m-’ 
of garden bordering trout 
nver AVRE in hamlet 
near DREUX. 2‘/*rs 
from DIEPPE and lhr 
from Paris. 

3 bedrooms + 1 huge 
room. Mature garden, 
fruit trees, patio fry the 
river, with around 150m 
of river bank. 
£65,000 

Tel: 01895 232202 


Colour Property 
appears every Sunday, 

50“/o of Independent 
on Saturday readers 
are currently buying 
their own home. 

To advertise call 

The Property 
Team on 
0171 293 2302 
or 0171 293 2343 

Source. NR5 tJaa "97- June Vt) 



COMPREHENSIVE house hunting 
sendee lor property purchassrs In 
llmtMta. From apanmoms to cao- 
ttea. AS negotiations In English. 
For data Bs Tel/Fa* Casa Cacda 
0039075B14 044B 


SW7. 800 sq.IL lower ground 1 bad 
KbL £300 pw. Dotafls. negoda- 
dona 01273 734383- 


Sussex 


RURAL COHOUSING PROJECT . 
East Sussex, 2 bod flat Shared 
use of 2 fi acres and community 
facfflttes. Commitment to co- 
housing pMosophy vital. 01273 
81 3532 

SUSSEX NR. UIDHURST , 
Secluded Country Cottage. 3 
Bed. ClOOOpcm. Tel 01730 
821541 


Overseas Property 


London Property 


N.16 MARTABAN ROAD, 3 bed- 
room wed tnamumad late Victo- 
rian to raced house. Quiet street, 
pretty south lacing garden. F/H 
£150000 01715028959 


Wimbledon 


STONE COTTAGE for complete 
renovation. Lovely views. Cash 
buyer*, details 01891 774382 


The Spring overseas properly exhibition: 

^ The Cumberland. Hotel n 

if Marble Arch, London W1 

V Friday 1 2 ih, Saturday 13th, Sunday 14th February 1999 
Friday 1 200 - 1800 Sul/Sun 1030 - 1700 

Over 50 lop Agents and Developers from Spain and the 
Balearic*, the Canaries, Gibraltar, Portugal, France. Italy. 
Greece, Cyprus, Crete, Florida and the Caribbean 
will be displaying iheir properties. 

THE 

INTERNATIONAL / 

^ PROPERTY SHOW 

FREE Admission 

Tel; 01 420 520 777 
ww.tipsa.com 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


MAINLY BY ORDER OF THE MORTGAGEES 
23rd February 1999 - The Swallow HoteL Bexley 
Heath, Surrey at lpm - 27 Lots 
Kent, Essex. Greater London. Surrey. 
Hertfordshire. Devon. FViwys. Berkshire. 
Hampshire. Swansea, Cardin. East Sussex, 
Carmarthenshire, Buckinghamshire. 
Northamptonshire, Derbyshire. 

Cornwall and Oxfordshire 
FOR CATALOGUES PLEASE TELEPHONE 0839 772204 


Ca#s » Hus ruite cos: 49p a mo ai afl limes (F-x a laned fcl mis may 
nwjive a tort] cam && me nuntw below lof lurmei otamBWn 

Offices: FF Ofltaos, 16/18 Grave Road South. Souttaaa POS 3RD 


Y tic acral Accidcin 
- ~ Property .Services 


London Property 


DomusNova 


Clarity of design, 

innovation, lifestyle. 

Our ethos is clear, we have a 
selection of interior designed 
properties for sale in 

West London 


www. d 3 m u s n o va . c o m 


0171 727 1717 


West Country 


A XX XJU ■ 

Sell your home for as little as 
£50 per advertisement 

^TTHE INDEPENDENT 

t ^r^ri>£:4vTr^r kit 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SU«OAY 


Advertise your property through the Independent and 
Independent on Sunday’s highly successful Property 
Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday four Money 
or the Sunday Business sections. Your property win 
appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph 
of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the 
cost per ad:- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

FBI in this coupon and send payment, a colour photooraDh and 
up to 40 1 words of copy to: The Property Team, Classified 
Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 

advertising package avaflaWe on request 


CRANBROOK 
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CREWKERNE 


For details of our 
traditionally built detached 
bungalows and houses, all 
with GCHL priced from 
£112,950 to £164,950 

Please contact 
Charles Bishop Ltd on 

01460 73003 


TELEPHONE (daytime)... 


ADDRESS. 


require Q] S SI (Bek appropriate box) Advertsem., -,^ „ 

Please enclose a cheque for this amount made payable to Ve!L„ ° f * "" 

or fill in your Vbn/Ae*.,. « "f ™ NeWSpaper Pubr »h^ 


or tif. in your Visa/Aceess/AmeiqDinere Club daSls: ^ * 

CMKTCAIWNOU_1_UJ_1_1J_1_LJjjjjjjj 

SIGNATURE T UATE 



Fbr advise or more information please call ThlZ 

on 0171-293 2343 W 



























